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Association joins campaign to
prevent logging permits

Forestry, wood and paper back on
top

The Florida Forestry Association has joined a partnership at the
national level to overrule a decision by the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals, that would put in place a new water control standard that
could have major impacts on logging and forest operations. At its
quarterly meeting on August 3, in High Springs, the FFA Executive
Committee voted unanimously to put financial, political and staff
resources behind efforts to restore the historically successful Best
Management Practices (BMPs) treatment to forest operations
through a coordinated legal, legislative and outreach campaign led
by the National Alliance of Forest Owners (NAFO) in Washington, DC.
Congressional action and possible Supreme Court intervention are
among the two immediate strategies.

Agriculture, natural resources and related industries are a significant
force in the economy of Florida. Forestry, wood and paper product
manufacturing are shown to be the leading agriculture commodity
group in terms of total economic output in Florida, according to the
latest report on output and value-added contributions of food and
fiber commodity groups in the sunshine state.

The 9th Circuit decision effectively struck down the silvicultural
exemption that has been a successful component of EPA’s regulation
of water since 1976. Under the court ruling, private forest landowners
would be forced to obtain a National Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit for roads on their land. EPA’s definition of
“forest road” is still not known.
“Coming up with remedies to this court ruling is critical to keeping
Florida’s working forests working,” said Bryan Olmert, Association
President. “Waiting on EPA for a logging permit could bring timber
harvesting to a standstill. As a logger and a landowner, I can’t imagine
having to apply for an industrial stormwater runoff permit for new
and existing logging roads. I am proud our Association will lead the
Florida effort to help solve the regulatory headaches that this ruling
has created. We are calling on our members to step up to the plate
as we engage in this important battle,” Olmert concluded.
What you can do
The Executive Committee is asking each member to contribute an
amount equivalent to 10% of your Association member dues.
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An invoice in that amount was mailed to Association members the
first week of October. A form was also provided if you choose to
contribute less than that amount.

The Economic Contributions of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and
Related Industries in Florida in 2009 (FE897) was completed in August.
IFAS economists Alan W. Hodges, Mohammad Rahmani, and Thomas
J. Stevens prepared the 19-page analysis. The economic contributions
of these industries were evaluated for 2009, to update previous
reports and provide further information on economic trends in the
wake of the recession of 2007-2009. The historical progression of
forest products value to Florida’s economy has been:
2009
2008
2007
2006
2003

-

$14.60 Bn
$12.96 Bn
$16.46 Bn
$16.72 Bn
$16.63 Bn

The 2009 report was published by the UF Department of Food and
Resource Economics, August 2011, and is available at:
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fe897.

Ag Commissioner calls on Senators
to help protect silviculture
exemption
Florida Agriculture Commissioner
Adam Putnam sent letters in August
to Florida Senators Bill Nelson
and Marco Rubio, asking them to
support S. 1369, the Silviculture
Regulatory Consistency Act. The
bill would codify EPA’s regulations
treating forestr y operations,
including forest roads, as nonpoint
sources under the Clean Water Act.
“We are grateful Commissioner
Putnam has joined our campaign
to help restore the historically
successful Best Management Practices (BMPs) treatment in
protecting water quality, by calling on Congress to affirm forestry
as a nonpoint source,” says Jeff Doran, FFA Executive Vice President.
“The Commissioner recognizes the hardship the 9th Circuit ruling
could have on logging and forest operations. We appreciate him
going to bat to help protect our growers and users from burdensome
permitting requirements,” stated Doran.
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Swing for Shands’ Kids!
The 17th Annual Tommy
Usher Log-A-Load For Kids
Golf Classic is set for October
20, at the Chiefland Golf and
Country Club. Co-sponsored by Farm Credit, Usher Land & Timber
and the Florida Forestry Association, this tournament will raise
money for Shands Children’s Hospital through the Children’s Miracle
Network. The event has raised more than $350,000 throughout the
past 16 years.
Opportunities to get involved are available by entering a team, becoming
a sponsor, making a personal donation, or buying chances to win a set
of PING Golf Clubs donated by N.G. Wade Investments. All proceeds
from this event directly benefit children in need at Shands, Gainesville.
For more information, contact Torie Hardee at 386.462.4201 or
vhardee@fcnf.com. Donations and door prize ticket payments may
be mailed directly to Farm Credit of North Florida (attention Torie
Hardee), 12300 NW US Highway 441, Alachua, FL 32615. All checks
should be payable to Log-A-Load For Kids.

Patsy Nathe recognized with
highest honor
Patricia J. “Patsy” Nathe, a central figure in the
success of R. J. Nathe & Sons timber and logging
business in Pasco County, is this year’s recipient
of the Distinguished Service Award (DSA),
Florida Forestry Association’s highest honor. She
received a standing ovation as she received the
coveted DSA during the awards presentation
held on September 8, in conjunction with the
FFA 2011 Annual Meeting in St. Augustine, FL.
In presenting the Award, Jeff Doran, Executive Vice President,
recognized Nathe for her reliability and twenty-plus years of service
in communication, government relations and leading the logging
community. “Patsy speaks up and out about the vital importance of
our forests on Florida’s economy and environment every chance she
gets,” Doran said. “Her imprint is carved on the Florida State Fair, and
every year over 35,000 people experience the Forest Discovery Center
thanks to Patsy’s efforts to help build and maintain that outreach post.
Politicians at the local, state and national level know ‘Miss Patsy’ for her
advocacy efforts on behalf of timber growers, wood producers and
forest business. There has never been a time when our Association
called on Patsy Nathe for help that she has not responded. I don’t
know of any person in Florida who has given so much to preserve
our heritage and our future”, Doran stated.

New name, same great service
Florida’s Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services’ Division of Forestry went
back to its roots in September, reviving its
original name as the Florida Forest Service.
During an event at the Suwannee Forestry
Center in Lake City, the service’s new logo was
unveiled by state agriculture commissioner
Adam Putnam, forest service director Jim
Karels and State Representative Elizabeth Porter and others.
Organized by the Florida Board of Forestry in 1927, the agency
was originally named the Florida Forest Service. In 1969, it was
incorporated under the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services and renamed the Division of Forestry. The new name and
logo are the result of a measure passed by the state legislature during
the last session to change the name.
The Florida Forest Service protects and manages the state’s more than
one million acres of public forest and 16 million acres of commercial
forestland. The service also protects more than 26 million acres
of Florida’s natural resources, homes and business from wildfire.
Changing the division’s uniforms, equipment and buildings to the
new logo will occur as each is repaired or replaced due to normal
wear and tear.

Association recognizes the “Best”
of Florida
Recognizing outstanding individuals and organizations has long
been a part of the Florida Forestry Association’s Annual Meeting.
That tradition was carried on during the Association’s September
7-8 Annual Meeting, with the spotlight on Florida’s Outstanding Tree
Farmer, Logger, Legislator and Sustainable Forestry Award winners.
Following names those outstanding individuals and businesses,
who took center stage as tribute was paid to their services and
commitment to greatness. These folks truly represent the BEST of
Florida Forestry!

Outstanding Tree Farmer
- Ellis and Sara Smith

Outstanding Logger - T. W.
Byrd’s Sons Logging, Inc.

Outstanding Legislator
(House) - Representative
Steve Crisafulli

Outstanding Legislator (Senate)
- Senator Alan Hays

Audubon Sustainable Forestry Pinellas County Utilities

Complete details on the award winners, as well as Annual meeting
speaker presentations and photos can be viewed at http://www.
floridaforest.org/conference.php

Association encourages NRCS to
realign tree planting options
Florida Forestry Association staff met with key officials of the Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) in Gainesville on September 15,
to relay the urgent need for a federal reforestation cost share program
that better meets the needs of forest landowners. The shortfalls of the
existing Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) cost share
program were discussed, along with ways to remedy the problems
to address today’s reforestation needs.
FFA’s recommendations included raising the allowable tree planting
density to levels traditionally used to achieve a fully stocked
commercial pine stand, and to expand the species selection to include
all southern yellow pines typically grown in Florida plantations. While
the NRCS officials were unwilling to make an immediate commitment
to modify EQIP, they did indicate the timing was good, seemed
receptive to our issues, and open to giving our recommendations
serious consideration as they plan for next year’s program.

Florida Energy Summit
The 2011 Florida Energy Summit being held October 26-28, in
Orlando, will serve as a launching point for future energy policy in
the state of Florida. Previously known as “Farm to Fuel,” the 2011
Florida Energy Summit will reflect the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services’ new role as the state’s leader in issues relating to
energy conservation and efficiency, renewable energy and energy
policy. Visit http://floridaenergysummit.com/summit/2011.html for
more details.
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Plywood plant to close at
Hawthorne

A familiar face in state lands
director post

Georgia-Pacific has announced plans to shut down its Hawthorne
plywood mill in November. The closing will eliminate 400 jobs.
According to G-P spokesperson Trish Bowles, Palatka, “Weak demand
in the housing and remodeling markets has made the mill unprofitable
for several years. GP employees will work through November 7th, or
until they are released by supervisors. The mill could reopen if market
conditions improve,” Bowles said.

Clay Smallwood, former president of St.
Joe Timberlands, has taken over the job
of director of State Lands at the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.
As director, Smallwood will play a key role in
state lands purchases and identifying surplus
conservation lands to be sold. Smallwood
retired from St. Joe in 2010, where his
responsibilities included oversight of land
sales and leases. His appointment was confirmed by the Governor
and Cabinet on September 20, in Tallahassee.

SAF/SFRC Symposium
The 41st Annual Society of American Foresters/School of Forest
Resources and Conservation Symposium will be held November 8-9,
at the Paramount Plaza Hotel (2900 SW 13th Street), in Gainesville.
Leading experts from around the SE will discuss a wide spectrum of
issues related to managing our public forest and aquatic resources.
The Symposium will provide ideas, tools and information for virtually
all of Florida’s forest landowners and managers. The John Gray Lecture
will keynote the Symposium, and will be presented by Dr. Franklin
Boteler, Asst. Director, Institute of Bioenergy, Climate, and Environment,
National Institute of Food and Agriculture, USDA, Washington, D.C. The
early registration fee is $135 (prior to October 15), and $155 thereafter.
The Symposium provides 8 CFE Category 1 continuing education
credits. Pre-registrations can be mailed to to Pat Minogue, University
of Florida, 155 Research Road, Quincy, FL 32351.

One more chance to get SFI
training
A Master Logger 3-day workshop has been
scheduled for November 15-17, in Perry,
FL. This additional workshop was approved
by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative State
Implementation Committee (SFI SIC), due
to numerous requests by companies and
loggers needing to obtain their Florida
Master Logger designation by the end of the
year. The SFI is the forest certification program that most Florida forest
products companies participate in, and requires loggers to be trained
through the Florida Master Logger program to meet the SFI Standard.
Florida Forestry Association is the only official provider of the program.
Plans are to hold the next workshop in June of 2012, at a location to
be determined. For more information or to register, contact Debbie
Bryant at 850.222.5646 or debbie@forestfla.org. The 3-day workshop
registration form is also available on the Association’s web site at http://
www.floridaforest.org/_resources/files/3DayForm.pdf.

House extends highway funding
U.S. House of Representatives unanimously approved a measure on
September 13, to extend the current highway funding and spending
measure for another six months. The current Continuing Resolution’s
scheduled expiration of September 30, has been moved to March 31,
2012. The measure, expected to pass the Senate without difficulty,
authorizes the continuation of current federal highway, transit, and
highway safety programs during that period.
This gives a six month window for Gross Vehicle Weight reform
advocates to make their case within a defined Surface Transportation
Reauthorization process. Florida Forestry Association continues to
work with national allies to keep the pressure on, and to make sure
that improving the efficient use of our existing highway systems by
enabling three six-axle trucks to do the work of four five-axle trucks
becomes a central element of Surface Transportation Reauthorization
in today’s “do more with less” policy environment!

The 2011 Southern Woodland Owners
Conference & Solutions Fair will take place
in Tifton from October 31 to November 2 at
the UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center.
The event will provide forest policy and
practical property management information
to timberland owners, particularly small nonindustrial private landowners. The conference
theme is “Practicing and Preserving Your
Passion For Your Land”.
A diverse speaker corps from throughout the South will address topics
such as intergenerational land transfer, timberland value trends,
reforestation, timber theft, seedling development, forest certification
and conservation easement designs.
For program details and to register, log on to www.gfagrow.org or visit
the UGA conference center website at www.caes.uga.edu/external/
tccc/calendar.html. For more information, please contact Judy Couch
at 478.992.8110.

Senate seeks to block H-2B Wage
Rule
Senators Mikulski, Landrieu, and Graham successfully inserted
language into the Senate Appropriations Bill on September 21, that
would prohibit the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) from enforcing
its H-2B Wage Rule. Although this legislation has yet to come to the
floor for a vote, this development sends a very strong message to DOL.
Meanwhile, DOL is clearly feeling the heat and has announced a 60-day
delay in the H-2B Wage Rule, moving the effective date to December
1, 2011. DOL is theorizing that many H-2B users will finish their
employment season by then and will not feel compelled to continue
litigation or pursue legislative action against the Wage Rule.
This Rule will drive up reforestation labor costs in most states to
unaffordable levels. All forestry contracting companies that use H2-B
workers must pay foreign or domestic workers in the tree planting
industry, the DOL prevailing wage. The Florida prevailing wage for a
level 3 worker would increase by $8 per hour!
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Let us know what you think by writing us at:
P.O. Box 1696, Tallahassee, Florida 32302;
by phoning us at: (850) 222-5646;
emailing: info@forestfla.org;
or by faxing us at: (850) 222-6179
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PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY
Michael J. Dooner
Certified Forester
305 W. Shotwell St.
Bainbridge, GA 39819
229.246.5785
850.567.2800 Cell
mdooner@southernforestry.net

These advertisers make this publication possible.
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business
with them!

David S. Lewis, ACF
Certified Forester
105 W. Anderson St.
Monticello, FL 32344
850.997.6254
850.510.0396 Cell
dlewis@southernforestry.net

HUNTING • INVESTMENT • ACREAGE
PROPERTIES Across Florida
www.SwiftCreekRealty.net

800-833-0499

www.soforest.com

LAKE BUTLER, FL

Amber Roberts-Crawford, Broker/Owner

WANTED:

Aromatic Red
Cedar Export Logs
Contact: John Minihan

UNITED FOREST PRODUCTS, INC.
10190 SW 122 Terrace • Miami, Florida 33176-4877
Phone 305/253-7707
Fax 305/253-7748

Mobile 305/490-6800
E-Mail uforest@bellsouth.net

SEEDLINGS

Great South Timber
and Lumber, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL FOREST CO.
www.interforestry.com

Phone: 386-755-3046
Fax: 386-755-3048
PO Box 2249
Lake City FL 32056

NEW-Eucalyptus
Container longleaf, slash, and loblolly
Moultrie, Georgia

800-633-4506

Training and Equipment for Medical Emergencies
First Aid • CPR • AEDs
850.222.0020 • www.southeasternschool.org

FARM CREDIT

Providing Foresters Credit For:
• Operating Expenses
• Equipment Purchase/Lease
• Land Acquisition
• Other Related Needs

www.FarmCreditFlorida.com
1-866-824-5626

Florida Offices

Bonifay - 850.547.2634
Panama City - 850.215.9459

High Springs - 386.454.0260
Ormond Beach - 386.256.4970

THIS AD SPACE
AVAILABLE!

Contact Debbie Bryant
@ 850-222-5646 or
debbie@forestfla.org

TODAY!

Pine and Hardwood
Seedlings
Bellville SuperTree Nursery
Bellville, Georgia 30414
Phone: 877-833-4760
Georgia SuperTree Nursery
Shellman, Georgia 39886
Phone: 800-554-6550

www.supertreeseedlings.com

Mizell Development, Inc.

PO Box 5011
Callahan, Florida 32011
Phone: (904) 545-0611
Fax: (904) 879-9069
adamjmizell@yahoo.com

Forest Road Construction
and Maintenance
TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARNING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A. RIGONI, INC.

2365 NORTH US 19 • PERRY, FL 32347

GARY A. BRETT
Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.

Office 850-584-7030
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MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc.

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)
1091 NE Daylily Ave
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)
Madison, FL 32340
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)
Phone/Fax 850-973-2967

MARDEN INDUSTRIES, Inc.
Bedding Plows • V-Shears• Pasture Renovators
DAN DARBY
Sales Representative
Post Office Box 796 • Highway 640 East
Bradshaw Industrial Parkway
Mulberry, Florida 33860-0796
1-800-881-0388
Fax: (863)428-1395
Office: (863)682-7882
E-Mail: mardenind@mindspring.com

Jeff Newsome

4820 B Kerry Forest Parkway
Tallahassee, FL 32309
PHONE 850•894•4134
MOBILE 850•217•2455
jeff.newsome@regions.com

A R E G I O N S M O R GAN K E E GAN C O M PANY

Earl Bacon Agency
Account Executive

We buy hardwood logs
for manufacture of timber mats

• Independent Insurance Agent
• Professional Insurance Agent
Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
Fax: (850) 877-6396

MADISON - FLORIDA

We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural
Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

RMK

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

P.O. Box 12039
3131 Lonnbladh Road
Tallahassee, FL 32308
1-800-369-0161

Blanton’s

LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

TIMBERLAND
GROUP

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly
Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract

Insurance • Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.

Office/Home (912)285-4736
DONALD ROBBINS
Mobile (912)337-7231
5299 Leo Barber Road
Mobile (912)337-7232
Manor, Georgia 31550
E-mail robbinsforestry@bellsouth.net Fax (912)285-7224

Timberland Investment Management

187 Flanders Rd. • Kite, GA 31049

MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Silviculture Contractors

South Eastern
Timber Corp.

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd. Ph: 954-752-3800
Lady Lake, FL 32159
Fax: 954-340-5596
setimber@aol.com
LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. • SAW MILLS www.crane-mats.com

www.floridaforest.org

Formerly Hercules Inc.
Florida Lighter Wood Stump Foresters
Marianna
Dan Bryner
850.482.1834
Lake City
Jim Tilton
386.972.3021

Tallahassee
Blayne Newsome
850.728.7300
Clewiston
Donald Blanton
863.514.6851

