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•	A refund for sales taxes paid on building materials 
used to repair non-residential farm buildings 
between Sept. 10, 2017 and May 31, 2018;

•	A refund for state and local fuel taxes imposed on 
motor fuel and diesel used for the transportation 
of agricultural products from the farm to a 
processing facility between Sept. 10, 2017 and 
June 30, 2018; 

•	 The retention of Greenbelt classification for 
agricultural land not in production due to hurricane 
damage, for up to five years as long as the land is 
not used for a non-agricultural use; and 

•	An expansion of permitted travel for holders of 
restricted forestry and agriculture tags to include 
all intrastate travel or 150 miles if hauling into 
neighboring states.

DACS: SB 740 by Sen. Kelli Stargel; HB 553 by Rep. 
Jake Raburn - As this legislation moved through the 
process, several good policy amendments, many of 
which were the substance of a separate bill SB 1608 
by Sen. Denise Grimsley, were added, including 
language to streamline the process for the Florida 
Department of Transportation (DOT ) to handle 
movement of forestry products during a declared 
emergency. Specifically, the bill authorizes DOT to 
use a 60-day order when appropriate as opposed to 
the current two-week renewals; it also encourages 
the department to accept electronic verification 
for shipping of agricultural products during an 
emergency declaration.

Among other things, the bill also allows for a five-
year extension for Greenbelt protection on ag lands 
that are not being used for agricultural production 
as a result of a natural disaster for which a state of 
emergency is declared and which halts agricultural 
production.

State Assumption of Federal 404 Permits: SB 1402 
by Sen. David Simmons and HB 7043 by Rep. Holly 
Raschein  -  This legislation allows the state to 
assume the authority to implement the Federal 
404 wetlands program. Don’t let the title water 
you down; this legislation is a very big win. Under 
current law the Army Corp of Engineers has 
jurisdiction over federal wetlands impacts. This 
legislation authorizes the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to enter 
into Memoranda of Understandings with the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Army Corp 
and US Fish and Wildlife to issue 404 permits. At a 
minimum, this action will allow landowners to deal 
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L a w m a k e r s  c o n c l u d e d 
Florida’s 2018 legislative 
session on Sunday, March 
11 th.   Last ing two days 
longer than the scheduled 
60 days,  the ex tension 

seemed an appropriate ending to a unique and 
challenging session. Of the 3,250 bills filed, only 194 
passed both chambers, benchmarking a historical 
low. Significant budget cuts to programs and projects 
serve as stark reminders of the degree of difficulty and 
competition in securing each dollar in the budget. 

During session, members of the Association’s Board 
of Directors and its leadership program, Forestry 
Forward, visited Tallahassee to participate in a variety 
of events: a legislative reception, Board meeting and 
meetings with legislators and staff at the capitol. 

While at the capitol, the group was recognized on the 
House floor by Rep. Halsey Beshears, R-Monticello. 
Photos from the events can be found on the 
Association’s Flickr account at www.Flickr.com/
FloridaForestryAssociation/albums.

T h e  W o r k i n g 
Forests  Par tners 
( WFP)  co - chairs , 
Associat ion Vice 
President Edward 
Cole and Audubon 
of Florida Executive 
D i r e c t o r  J u l i e 
Wraithmell, along 
with Association 
President Michael 
Dooner, Executive 
Vice President Alan 
Shelby and lobbyist 
Jim Spratt, also met 
with key legislative 

leaders during session. They focused on the benefits of 
sustainable forestry and the importance of continued 
adequate funding in several strategic areas: Rural & 
Family Lands Protection Program, Florida Forever, 
springs protection, prescribed fire and wildfire 
suppression, and payments for ecosystem services.

W F P  i s   a  d i ve r s e  s t a t e w i d e  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h 
representatives from all aspects of the forest industry, 
environmental advocacy groups and governmental 
agencies who share an appreciation of Florida’s 
working forests and their significant benefits. This 

joint lobbying effort is a big step in showing our 
policymakers a united front in support of conservation 
easements and other programs that advance the 
group’s core goal: sustainable forestry.

The forest industry faced several challenges during 
budget negotiations. Ultimately, this was the outcome:

 Amount  Amount 
Program Requested  Received

DACS – 
Firefighting Equipment Replacement  $ 6.57 M $6.4 M
Rural and Family Lands Program  $75.0  M $5.8 M
Protecting Florida Resources Program $  3.0  M $0
Firefighter Pay Increase       $  6.3  M $2.0 M
Florida Forest Service Helicopter $  2.9  M $0
Fixed Wing Aircraft $0 $671,000

UF/IFAS – 
Geomatics Education $ 636,120  $0  
Workload Funding $   3.7  M    $0

DEP –
Springs Protection Funding $  75.0 M   $50.0 M
Florida Forever Funding $100.0 M   $95.0 M

The policy arena offered a mixed array of proposals. 
Below you will find information about bills important 
to forestry that passed and failed during the 2018 
legislative session:

Bills That Passed

Tax Package/Forestry Tag: HB 7087 by Sen. Kelli Stargel 
and Rep. Paul Renner  - Possibly the one bright spot in 
the budget was the tax package, which was approved 
on Sunday afternoon before the House and Senate 
adjourned. Even as a bright spot, the allotment was 
trimmed from a robust $380 million dollars down 
to a roughly $168 million package, with a mere $97 
million being permanent and recurring dollars.

HB 7087 contains several refunds/rebates for 
agricultural  producers to aid recover y from 
hurricane damage, including more than $25 million 
in temporary tax relief for farmers and ranchers 
impacted by Hurricane Irma in 2017. 

The tax relief included the following items of interest 
to the forest industry:

•	A refund for sales taxes paid on fencing materials 
used to repair agricultural fencing between Sept. 
10, 2017 and May 31, 2018;
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MIKELL INDUCTED INTO FLORIDA 
AGRICULTURAL HALL OF FAME

Longtime Association member and 
former State Forester Harold Mikell 
was officially inducted into the 
Florida Agricultural Hall of Fame on 
Tuesday, February 13, 2018.

“This is a well-deserved honor,” said 
Association Executive Vice President 

Alan Shelby. “Mr. Mikell has been a true force in the 
forest industry and has created a legacy of leadership 
and innovation.”

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  f a n t a s t i c 
video produced by the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, can be found 
on the Florida Agricultural Hall of Fame website,  
www.FloridaAgHallofFame.org.

Photos from the event can be found on the 
Association’s Flickr account at www.Flickr.com/
FloridaForestryAssociation/albums

with one state agency as opposed to the alphabet 
soup of federal and state agencies, resulting in 
quicker answers to permit authorization or denial.

Young Farmers and Ranchers: SB 872 by Sen. Grimsley 
and HB 645 by Rep. Raburn - This legislation provides 
grant funding to assist young and beginning farmers 
and ranchers while also supporting students pursuing 
agricultural careers.

Taxes & Fees: HJR 7001 by House Ways and Means 
Committee - If passed by voters in November’s 
general election, this proposed state constitutional 
amendment would require a supermajority vote of 
the legislature to raise any new state tax or fee.

Bills That Failed

Black Bears: Among other things, this proposed 
legislation would have prohibited prescribed burns 
during the month of February on land designated by 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission as habitat 
in which female black bears are likely to be denning.

Disposable Plastic Bags: Proposed legislation would 
have allowed certain coastal communities to initiate 
pilot programs to regulate or ban disposable plastic 
bags within their boundaries.

Tree Removal: Proposed legislation would have 
created a preemption of local government authority 
to regulate tree and debris removal.

Fracking Ban: Proposed legislation would have 
enacted a statewide fracking ban for oil exploration.

Many thanks go to all the legislators and their staffs 
for their hard work and dedication in serving the 
citizens of Florida. Much appreciation also goes to our 
members and partnering groups who met with their 
representatives and senators to discuss our issues. 
Your membership matters and your voice counts! 

US REP. AL LAWSON JOINS 
WORKING FORESTS CAUCUS

We are excited to announce 
that Florida’s Rep. Al Lawson, 
D-Tallahassee, has joined the 
Working Forests Caucus in the US 
House of Representatives!

The caucus was formed during 
the 114th Congress to advocate 

for working forests across the United States. These 
include highlighting the economic, environmental, 
and social benefits of private working forests, and 
supporting policies to promote this renewable 
resource.

Other Florida members in the caucus are Reps. 
Vern Buchanan, R-Sarasota; Neal Dunn, R-Panama 
City; John Rutherford, R-Jacksonville; and Ted Yoho, 
R-Gainesville.

OWENS NAMED FWC LAND 
STEWARD OF THE YEAR 

At its February meeting, 
t h e  Fl o r i d a  Fi s h  a n d 
W i l d l i f e  C o m m i s s i o n 
( F W C )  r e c o g n i z e d 
A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r 
George C. Owens as the 
2017 Florida Land Steward 
of the Year. 

Owens was honored for managing his property with 
exemplary land stewardship through his innovative 
use of silvipasture practices.  The Owens Farm, 
maintained by the family for over 100 years, is known 
as one of the most renowned silvipastures in the 
southeastern United States. 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
T w o  r e g i o n a l 
membership meetings 
are held each year in 
an effort to reach more 
members close to home. 
These great informal 
gatherings have become 
annual favorites for 
m e m b e r s  t o  g e t 
together and talk about 
issues of importance, 
with plenty of  t ime 
allowed for networking. 

T h i s  y e a r ’s  e v e n t s 
w e r e  h e l d  a t  D e e 
Dot  Timber lands in 
Jacksonville, FL, and 
at  Coastal  Ply wood 
Company’s Magnolia 
L o d g e  i n  G a d s d e n 
County, FL. Farm Credit 
a n d  A r b o r g e n  I n c . 
sponsored the meetings.

Thank you to our hosts, sponsors and attendees for 
continuing to make our membership meetings so 
successful. Be sure to look for the location near you 
in 2019! Photos from the events can be found on 
the Association’s Flickr account at www.Flickr.com/
FloridaForestryAssociation/albums.

DAUZAT APPOINTED TO 
SOFTWOOD LUMBER BOARD 

Agr icul ture  S ecretar y  S onny 
Pe r d u e  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 
a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  As s o c i a t i o n 
member Caroline Dauzat of Rex 
Lumber to the Softwood Lumber 
Board as a representative of the 
U.S. South region.

Other appointments include:

Fritz R. Mason, Peachtree City, Ga. (U.S. South) 
Adrian Blocker, Seattle, Wash. (U.S. West) 
Eric J. Cremers, Spokane, Wash. (U.S. West) 
Ted Seraphim, B.C. Canada (Canada West) 
Don Demens, B.C. Canada (Canada West) 
Hugues Simon, Quebec, Canada (Canada East) 
Jack P. Jordan, Sr., Mt. Gilead, N.C. (U.S. South) 

“I appreciate the time and expertise that these 
individuals have agreed to provide,” said Perdue. 
“The work these boards accomplish in maintaining 
and expanding existing markets and developing new 
markets are vital to their industry, as well as to the 
general economy of the United States.”

LEWIS TAKES HELM OF SAF 
Longtime Association member 
Dave Lewis has begun his term 
as president of the Society of 
American Foresters.

Le w i s  i s  Vi ce  Pre s i d e nt  a n d 
a  p r i n c i p a l  o f  S o u t h e r n 
Forestr y  Consultants,  I nc. ,  a 

full-service forestry consulting firm founded in 
1987.   He  manages the Monticello office and 
also serves as a principal in SFC’s sister company, 
Southern Forestry Realty, Inc.

BOARD NOMINATIONS 
D o you have someone you would  l ike  to 
recommend for consideration to serve on the 
Association’s Board of Directors? If so, please 
send their name, title, company and contact 
information to Whitney Hough (850.222.5646 or 
Whitney@ForestFla.org).
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS! 
The success of any organization 

i s  h i g h l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a n 
engaged membership. An easy 
and effective way to be active in 
the Association is through our 

committees: Government Relations, 
TREEPAC, Environmental, Steering and 

Communications.

To learn more about the Association’s committees and 
their missions, please visit the Association’s website 
at www.FloridaForest.org/Programs/Committees.

PLANNED GIVING, 
BEQUESTS AND CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
Consider making a gift of a lifetime to support the 
future of Florida’s working forests by naming the 
Florida Forestry Association or Florida Forestry 
Foundation as a beneficiary in your will, charitable 
trust, life insurance policy, estate plan or retirement 
plan. 

Please contact Alan Shelby at 850.222.5646 for 
more information. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
April 24, 2018
10 AM
Executive Committee Meeting
PotashCorp
White Springs, FL

June 27-28, 2018
8 AM
Master Logger Initial Two-Day Training
Lake City, FL

July 31, 2018
10 AM
Executive Committee Meeting
Location TBD

May 1, 2018 
23rd Annual Golf Classic for Log A Load for Kids 
Chipley, FL

August 2, 2018
8 AM
Master Logger CLE Training
DeFuniak Springs, FL

August 28-30, 2018
Annual Meeting
Omni’s Amelia Island Plantation Resort
Amelia Island, FL

October 11, 2018
8 AM
Master Logger CLE Training
Gainesville, FL

October 25, 2018 
24th Annual Tommy Usher Golf Classic for  
Log A Load for Kids 
Chiefland, FL

December 6, 2018
8 AM
Master Logger CLE Training
Lake City, FL

December 13, 2018
8 AM
Master Logger CLE Training
Blountstown, FL

FLORIDA NRCS OFFERS  
SIGN-UP FOR APALACHICOLA-
CHATTAHOOCHEE-FLINT RIVERS 
PROJECT 

USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(NR CS)  i s  accept ing 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m 
agricultural producers 
u nt i l  Ap r i l  3 0   fo r  a 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
project that enhances climate resiliency.   

The Climate Resiliency for the Alabama, Florida, and 
Georgia project in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-
Flint and Ochlockonee River Basins is led by the Flint 
River Soil and Water Conservation District. The project 
area covers more than 15 million acres in eastern 
Alabama, western Georgia and the Florida panhandle.

NRCS will provide financial and technical assistance to 
eligible farmers and landowners toward conservation 
practices that improve natural resources in 11 
Florida counties through the Environmental Quality 
Improvement Program (EQIP).

Producers in the following counties are encouraged to 
apply: Bay, Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Wakulla and Washington. 

For more information, contact your local NRCS office.

HUNTING FOR WAYS TO SAVE? 
If you’re ready to talk turkey about 
saving money on hunting lease 
liability insurance, contact our 
partners at Outdoor Underwriters, 
Inc., about reduced rates for 
Association members. 

Timberland liability and fire damage insurance for 
standing timber are also available. 

Contact Mike Branch (Mike@ForestFla.org or 
850.222.5646) for more information. 

2018 FLORIDA FORESTRY 
TEACHERS’ TOUR:  
SPONSORS NEEDED 
The Florida Forestry Teachers’ Tour (FFTT) is an annual 
event that gives the Florida Forest Service and the 
forest industry the opportunity to share forestry’s 
story with educators from around the state. Teachers 
take back the information and insights they learn in 
this four-day hands-on experience and incorporate 
them into their curriculum during the school year. This 
year’s tour will be held June 19-22, based in Fernandina 
Beach, FL. 

Sponsors are vital to the success of this program! Each 
$500 sponsorship  allows one teacher  to participate 
at no cost to him/herself  beyond travel to and from 
Fernandina Beach. To become a sponsor, contact 
Whitney Hough (850.222.5646 or Whitney@ForestFla.
org) or simply send your check, payable to the Florida 
Forestry Foundation, to P.O. Box 1696, Tallahassee, 
FL 32302.

A list of current sponsors can be found on the 
Association’s website at www.FloridaForest.org/
Programs/Teachers-Tour.

SAVE THE DATES!
2018 Annual Meeting 
August 28-30, 2018 
Omni Amelia Island 
Plantation Resort 
Amelia Island, FL

The Board of Directors Meeting will be held on site 
August 29, beginning at 4:15 PM.

TIMBER HARVESTING 
EQUIPMENT PROGRAM

The College of Central Florida’s Timber 
Harvesting Equipment Program is 
currently accepting applications for its 
next class, based out of its Chiefland 
campus.

The eight-week noncredit program is designed to 
increase the number of workforce ready employees for 
the timber industry in North Central Florida. Selected 
students will participate in five weeks of classroom 
instruction followed by three weeks of field instruction 
with hands-on experience. 

The 2018 session begins May 29. Applications are 
due by April 20. Selected participants will receive full 
scholarships to cover tuition and fees.

More information can be found online at http://
www.cf.edu/community/locations/levy/timber-
harvesting-equipment.html.
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LANIGAN
TAX • INVESTMENTS • CONSULTANTS • ASSURANCE

CPAs & Consultants
lanigancpa.com

T h o m a s v i l l e  •  T a l l a h a s s e e  •  A t l a n t a 

NOT ALL SEEDLINGS 
ARE CREATED EQUAL.

VISIT US ONLINE

INTERNATIONALFOREST.CO/PINES

Gainesville • Jacksonville • Ocala • Perry
Lake City • St. Augustine • Tallahassee

Charlie Usina 850-509-4162

FORESTRY EQUIPMENT, PARTS & SERVICE

FORESTRY LOANS

866.824.5626
farmcreditflorida.com

americanforestmanagement.com

Alachua 386.518.6344 • Marianna 850.526.5110
Lynn Haven 850.248.9459 • Ormond Beach 386.256.4970

info@flagcu.com ● (800) 458 - 3524 ● (850) 488 - 6781
3115 Conner Blvd Tallahassee, FL 32311

flagcu.com

We Build Relationships, not Branches.

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH
AREA MANAGER

WAYCROSS WAREHOUSE
2910 Fulford Road

Waycross, GA 31503

AMERICUS WAREHOUSE
884 US Hwy 280 East
Americus, GA 31709

(904) 463-8352 | Cub.Smith@rrsi.com | www.rrsi.com

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH

 TimberMart-South
Timber Price Reporting Service
• Hardwood	&	Pine
• Stumpage	&	Delivered
• Logging	Rates	&	Biomass
• Quarterly	Reports

• Historical	Data

 www.timbermart-south.com
 email:  tmart@uga.edu
 phone:  706-542-4756
 fax:  706-542-1670

Warnell	School	of	Forestry	&	Natural	Resources
The	University	of	Georgia		•	Athens	GA		30602	USA

“Working Together We Make a Difference”

ut of the Woods
FREE Advertising in the Marketplace section of 

www.swpa.ag

Master Logger Continuing Education
No Charge for Members

Major Discounts on Primex Forestry Tires and Baldwin Filters

SWPA INC.| www.swpa.ag Exec. Director: Tommy Carroll
PO Box 9 Hilliard, FL 32046 Mobile: 478-952-2809 
Phone: 904-845-7133 Fax: 888-252-3919          Email: tcarrol@swpa.ag

Official Publication of the  
Florida Forestry Association
Post Office Box 1696
Tallahassee, FL  32302-1696
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These advertisers make this publication possible.  Please support Pines & Needles by doing business with them!

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc.
187 Flanders Rd.  •   Kite, GA 31049

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly

Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract
MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

SUPERIOR TREES, INC.
Phone (850) 971-5159 P.O. Drawer 9400
    Fax (850) 971-5416 Lee, FL 32059

BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestation, mitigation, wind-breaks, 
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.

Genetically & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant 
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings. 
Redcedar, Cypress, many native shrubs & hardwood species.

LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Native trees, shrubs, 
palms, wildflowers, vines & native grasses.

CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE. www.ffbic.com
TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A. RIGONI, INC.
2365 NORTH US 19  •  PERRY, FL 32347

Office 850-584-7030
GARY A. BRETT
Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.com

Silviculture Contractors

DONALD ROBBINS  
 5299 Leo Barber Road
 Manor, Georgia 31550 
E-mail robbinsforestry@bellsouth.net

                           Office/Home (912)285-4736 
Mobile (912)337-7231 
Mobile (912)337-7232

                      Fax (912)285-7224

Serving the Forest Products Industry for over 30 years  
Office 850-997-2533

Ric Stoutamire 
Rstoutamire@spamonticello.com  
Cell  850-251-5704

Ryan Pavlik 
rpavlik@spamonticello.com 

Cell  352-804-3374
Representing BITCO Insurance Companies

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance • Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.

Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039                 • Independent Insurance Agent
3131 Lonnbladh Road       • Professional Insurance Agent
Tallahassee, FL 32308      Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
1-800-369-0161                                     Fax: (850) 877-6396
LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. • SAW MILLS

South Eastern 
Timber Corp.

We buy hardwood logs 
for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd.     Ph: 954-752-3800 
Lady Lake, FL  32159  Fax: 954-340-5596
www.crane-mats.com setimber@aol.com

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

P.O. Box 5014 
Callahan, FL 32011-5014

Ralph Spencer 
PRESIDENT

(904) 879-2180
Fax (904) 879-2283

e-mail: rspencer@mulchmfg.com • web page: www.mulchmfg.com

Mulch Manufacturing, Inc.

Great South Timber 
and Lumber, LLC
Phone: 386-755-3046

Fax: 386-755-3048
 PO Box 2249

Lake City FL 32056

Pat Duane

P.O. Box 5700 
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700 

Phone: 352-867-8018 
Fax: 352-867-5311

Timberland Investment • Tmberland Acquisition • Timberland Sales 

Blanton’s
LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

MADISON - FLORIDA
We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural 

Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)       1091 NE Daylily Ave
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)             Madison, FL 32340

C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)         Phone/Fax 850-973-2967

Creating a Legacy Growing Your Future Since 1974!  

 NRPS Divisions: 
    LEGACY FORESTRY SERVICES 
    LEGACY WILDLIFE SERVICES 
    LEGACY APPRAISAL SERVICES 
    LEGACY ARBORIST SERVICES 
    LEGACY REALTY SERVICES 

Offices: 
   Lake City          (386) 438-5896 
   High Springs    (386) 454-1124 
   San Antonio     (352) 588-2580 www.NRPSfor est ers. com  

NEAL LAND & TIMBER CO., INC.
P.O. BOX 548, Blountstown, Florida

850-674-8053

We Grow and Sell Pine Pulpwood,
Saw Timber and Poles
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