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SHELBY APPOINTED TO RE-OPEN
FLORIDA TASK FORCE INDUSTRY
WORKING GROUP

Alan Shelby

A s s o c i a t i o n E xe c u t i ve Vi c e
President Alan Shelby has been
appointed to the Governor’s ReOpen Florida Task Force Industry
Working Group on Agriculture,
Finance, Government, Healthcare,
Management and Professional
Services.

This Task Force will make recommendations to the
Governor’s Re-Open Florida Executive Committee
as the state looks to re-open its economy.
“I’m honored to be part of this process,” said
Shelby. “Forestry has a $25 billion impact on
the state’s economy and helps provide jobs for
124,000 people. We are recognized as an essential
industry in the COVID-19 crisis, and I believe we
will play an essential role in restoring stability to
Florida’s economy.”

LEGISLATIVE SESSION REVIEW

By Jim Spratt, Association Lobbyist

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief,
it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness,
it was the spring of hope, it was the winter
of despair, we had everything before us, we
had nothing before us, we were all going
direct to heaven, we well all going direct the
other way- in short, the period was so far like
the present period, that some of its noisiest
authorities insisted on its being received, for
good or for evil, in the superlative degree of
comparison only.”
How correct Charles Dickens was in this excerpt
from the classic A Tale of Two Cities.
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T h e 2 0 2 0 Fl o r i d a
Legislative S ession
concluded with a vote
on the budget on
Thursday, March 19.
While there were
several bright spots
Field to the Hill Visits – Board members which will be outlined
the new
John Alter and Emily Lowe were among b e l o w ,
the Association’s leaders who visited challenges faced by
the capitol to meet with legislators as the impacts of the
part of the annual Forestry Day at the Coronavirus Pandemic
Capitol event.
and the cascading
economic impacts will leave a mark in every
segment of the nation’s and state’s economy.
These new impacts are salt in the wound to an
industry which is still struggling to recover from
the devastating impacts of Hurricane Michael.
Below are a few highlights from the 2020 legislative
session:

Policy
Water Quality Improvement
(SB 712 by Sen. Mayfield and HB 1343 by Rep. Payne)
This significant omnibus legislation was a high
priority for the Association all session, if for
no other reason than to make sure really bad
policy wasn’t added to the legislation. First, the
Association wishes to extend a huge thank you to
Sen. Debbie Mayfield and Rep. Bobby Payne for
guiding the ship in their respective chambers; they
spent hours upon hours trying to land this ship
and they did a great job. We also thank Rep. Blaise
Ingoglia, Rep. Toby Overdorf, Sen. Ben Albritton
and Sen. Wilton Simpson for their work on this
legislation.
To recap, the bill includes several provisions:
(1) transfers the septic tank program from the
Department of Health to the Department of
Environmental Protection; (2) creates a water
quality grant program for local government and
utilities to transition septic tanks to sewer and
other water quality projects; (3) requires water
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management districts to update their storm water
rules; (4) directs the Department of Environmental
Protection and appropriate water management
districts to conduct a study of bottle water
withdrawals in springsheds; (5) requires the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
to conduct BMP implementation verifications
every two years with a specific focus on the Indian
River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee watersheds;
(6) authorizes the development and cost-share
of regional agricultural water quality projects; (7)
requires the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection to adopt updated Biosolids rules; (8)
prohibits any local government ordinance, rule,
charter or other action from granting rights to
nature or the natural system.
The final provision (8) requires additional
explanation because the issue is not widely known.
It addresses the growing global movement of
“Rights of Nature.” A group known as the Global
Alliance for the Rights of Nature believes that
natural systems should not be treated as property.
They hold that nature in all its life forms has the
right to exist, persist, maintain and regenerate its vital
cycles and that an ecosystem should be able to
be named as the injured party, with its own legal
standing rights, in cases alleging rights violations.
According to the group’s website, there are
currently five counties in Florida, including Alachua
and the Santa Fe River ecosystem, with advocacy
groups working to have the intrinsic rights of their
local ecosystems recognized by law. As such, the
inclusion of this provision in the legislation will go
far in preventing problems before they start.
Employment Verification
(SB664 by Sen. Lee and HB 1265 by Rep. Byrd)
Quite simply, these bills didn’t even start moving
until the halfway point of session. They were
energized by Gov. DeSantis’ comments regarding
his desire to have Florida employers comply
with E-Verify. Thankfully, in its final form, the
bill provides employers two options to verify
potential employees: the E-Verify system or the
Federal I-9 process.
continued on next page>
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This issue lingered until the last week of the
2020 session. Several times the fate of this
legislation was unclear. Some days were good
news and some days were tense. A huge part of
the successful outcome of this legislation was
the absolute commitment from every business
group to remain in lockstep on this issue. On
several occasions, there were opportunities for
individual stakeholders to separate from the
flock on this legislation. However, we all stuck
together, and the outcome could not have been
more positive.
Public Records Exemption for Site-Specific
Location of Endangered Species
(SB 812 by Sen. Hutson and HB 549 by Rep. Overdorf )
This legislation moved quietly through the process.
As passed, the legislation exempts from public
records the specific location of state or federal
endangered, threatened or listed species. The
exemption will sunset in 2025 unless the legislature
takes action to make it permanent.

COVID-19: The state budget directs $52.5 million
in state and federal dollars to purchase necessities
related to COVID-19. The 2020-21 budget also
directs an additional $300 million into state
reserves. State reserve funds can be utilized when
the governor has declared a state of emergency in
order to provide immediate resources to combat
the economic fallout of a natural disaster, health
epidemic, or any other state emergency. This
additional enhancement brings the total state
reserves to nearly $4 billion.

NEW DATE FOR
SUNNY HILLS LOG A LOAD FOR KIDS
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Notwithstanding the policy and budget success
of the 2020 session, there is no avoiding the
impacts the coronavirus has already had and
will continue to have on the state’s economy.
As we look forward to the summer months,
it is unclear the challenges we will face as an
industry and as individuals. The Association is
maintaining open lines of communication with
state and federal agencies regarding essential
businesses, supply chains, employee issues, etc.
This may prove to be a long road, but we will
get through this together.

25th Annual
LOG-A-LOAD CLASSIC
October 13, 2020 @ 12:15 pm Central
SUNNY HILLS GOLF COURSE

Budget
Florida Depar tment of Agriculture and
Consumer Services: Rural and Family Lands
Program- $8.6 million Florida Forest Service
aircraft replacement- $671,000 Fire Suppression
Equipment- $7.4 million
Rural Counties Day - Pictured
from left: Association Executive
Vice President Alan Shelby,
Michael Dooner, Avery Roberts,
Association Director of Forestry and
Regulatory Affairs Laura Bosworth,
Representative Bobby Payne, and
Kathy and Jimmy Bielling at the
Rural Counties Day reception,
hosted by Rep. Payne.

UF/IFAS: Workload $3.8 million- This is a huge win
for UF/IFAS as this was a fully funded request with
a majority of the money being recurring dollars.
Workload dollars allow UF/IFAS to fund research
and upgrade equipment and facilities as well as
potentially plug holes in programs and services.
Separate yet important issues arose in the House
of Representative regarding existing UF/IFAS
programs, including $1.1 million which funds
specific programs and staff within the School of
Forestry and Natural Resources. The funding was
maintained during the budget conference process.
Florida Depar tment of Environmental
Protection: Florida Forever- $79 million Springs
Protection- $50 million

THE TORCH IS PASSED

Jim Karels

A crowd of about 200 gathered
at the Retreat at Bradley’s Pond
to celebrate the career of State
Forester and Florida Forest
Service Director Jim Karels, who
retired at the end of February.

Among many other tributes, Karels was lauded
for his professional accomplishments, including
his leadership with Hurricane Michael recovery
efforts.
Karels passed the leadership torch to his Assistant
Director, Erin Albury.

Erin Albury

“I’ve known and worked with
Erin for many years,” Association
Executive Vice President
Alan Shelby said. “He is an
experienced leader with a solid
team, and I am confident in his
ability to lead the charge.”
Johnny Sabo, who previously
served as the FFS Field Operations
Chief, has stepped into the
Assistant Director role.

Johnny Sabo
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PLATINUM SPONSOR - $1,500
HOLE SPONSOR - $600
(Includes Team Fee & Hole Sponsor Sign)
ENTRY FEE – $400/TEAM
$100/INDIVIDUAL
(Individuals will be assigned to teams)
REGISTRATION AT 11:00 am
Lunch Included
All proceeds from this tournament benefit
STUDER FAMILY CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
DEADLINE FOR ENTRY October 12, 2020
Team (Net & Gross) and Individual prizes
will be awarded!
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Walker Downs 850.628.7741
Bill Waller 850.832.8346
Tom Smith 850.643.8966
Dorothy Jacobs 850.258.7603

SILVICULTURAL CONTRACTOR
OF THE YEAR AWARD
It ’s that time of the year to recognize our
silvicultural contractors who work hard to provide
valuable services to the landowners of Florida!
Take some time to reflect on those who have
helped get good work done and help us recognize
these valuable members of the forest industry.
Please complete the short nomination form at
w w w.flforestr y.org/wp - content/uploads/
Silvicultural-Contractor-Form-2020.pdf and
send to Laura Bosworth at Laura@FlForestry.org.
We will be accepting nominations until May 31.

LAKE BUTLER
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Nearly 100 people gathered at the Hal Y. Maines
Community Center in Lake Butler on Wednesday,
March 4, for our first membership meeting of
the year.
The event featured
networking opportunities,
issue updates from
Association Executive
Vice President Alan Shelby
and Director of Forestry
and Regulator y Affairs
Association EVP Alan Shelby
with congressional candidate
Laura Boswor th, and a
and former aide to Rep. Ted
delicious lunch courtesy of
Yoho, Kat Cammack
ArborGen, Inc., and Farm
Credit of Florida. We also appreciate our event
sponsors who made it possible for us to come to
a new location: Jimmy Bielling, Phillip Pritchett,
Austen Roberts and Avery Roberts.
Many thanks to all those who attended, and a
warm welcome to our new members who joined
at the event!

Farm Credit’s Zak Seymour
with USNR’s Alan Robbins

From left: Judy Adams
and Amy Jackson

From left: Leonard Dicks with
Mike Branch and Mike Lee

Unfortunately, our second
membership meeting
had to be canceled due
to coronavirus concerns.
Th event was scheduled
to b e h e l d o n M a rc h
18 at Coastal Plywood
C o m p a n y ’s M a g n o l i a
Lodge in Quincy.
“We look forward to these
m e e t i n g s e ve r y ye a r,”
said Director of Member
Services Whitney Hough.
“The cancellation was a
huge disappointment for
everyone, but the health
and well-being of our
members always comes
first for us.”
We are grateful for the
continuing suppor t of
our site host, Coastal
Plywood Company, and
our sponsors, Farm Credit
of Northwest Florida and
ArborGen, Inc.

2020 FLORIDA FORESTRY
TEACHERS’ TOUR CANCELLED DUE
TO COVID-19 CONCERNS
COVID-19 has
claimed yet
another victim –
the 2020 Florida
Forestry Teachers’
Tour (FFTT). Scheduled for June 16-19, the tour’s
dates were too deeply embedded in the novel
coronavirus’s cone of uncertainty for comfort.
The tour brings 45 teachers from across the state
to Fernandina Beach to see firsthand how forestry
works in Florida.
Participating teachers experience all aspects of
forestry practices from the planting and growing
processes to the mills and end products. They also
learn about chemical by-products created in the
process of making paper. In short, they see firsthand the industry’s many efforts to maximize the
effective and efficient use of resources.
“The tour is an incredibly effective and powerful
tool for sharing forestry’s story,” said Erin Albury,
State Forester and Director of the Florida Forest
Service. “However, there are currently too many
unknowns related to the COVID-19 pandemic
gripping our state to confidently ensure we could
carry out the tour safely and effectively this year.”
“At the end of the day, the health and safety of
our teachers, our hosts and their employees at the
various sites visited, and everyone involved in the
tour have to be our priority,” said Association EVP
Alan Shelby
“Cancelling the tour was a difficult decision and
certainly a disappointment, but we look forward
to reconvening in the fall to begin planning for
the 2021 tour,” said Jennifer Hart, Deputy Chief of
Field Operations for FFS Region II, who heads up
the FFTT planning committee.
Much appreciation goes out to all those who have
contributed to the 2020 tour:
Callahan Timber Company
Coastal Plywood Company
Dave Norton & Diann Douglas
Forest Investment Associates
Four Rivers Land
& Timber Company LLC
Friends of Florida
State Forests, Inc.
Greg & Martina Driskell
Mizell Development, Inc.
Phillip Allen
Rayonier

Rayonier Advanced Materials
Register Family Partnership, LTD
Sapp’s Land & Excavating, Inc.
Sustainable Forestry
Initiative, Inc.
T. W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.
Tom Gilpin
University of Florida,
School of Forest Resources
& Conservation
WestRock
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MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS
As the latest step in our COVID-19 resiliency
resources, the Association is excited to announce
the launch of our Members Helping Members
initiative!
We are asking our members to share valuable
information from their field of expertise to help
other members navigate these uncharted waters
we are facing with the COVID-19 pandemic and its
economic repercussions. You can submit videos,
trainings, how-to’s, promotions, incentives and
other helpful resources!
All resources that are shared will be available
on a new “Members Helping Members” page
on our website. Submitted materials will keep
their original branding so everyone will know
the source. PDFs are best for written materials and
graphics. Videos will be posted on our YouTube
channel and linked to on the new MHM webpage.
Please email your contributions or questions
to LeeAnn@FLForestry.org
We are looking forward to seeing many positive
results from this initiative! We will get through this
together!

MIT STUDY HIGHLIGHTS BENEFITS
OF USING WOOD-BASED BUILDING
MATERIALS
I n a recently released
study done in partnership
with Weyerhaeuser, MIT
scientists determined that
using lumber products
instead of cement,
iron and steel could
significantly cut construction emissions and costs.
Specifically, researchers determined that the CO2
intensity of lumber production — tons of CO2
emissions per dollar of output — is less than 25
percent of cement, less than 50 percent of iron and
steel, and about 20 percent less than fabricated
metal products. In other words, substituting wood
for other construction materials not only reduces
emissions, it also reduces the cost of reducing
emissions.
The complete repor t can be found on
Weyerhaeuser’s website at https://bit.ly/2xLqRuv.

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

These advertisers make this publication possible.
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business with them!

FORESTRY LOANS
866.824.5626
farmcreditflorida.com

Great South Timber
and Lumber, LLC
Jeremy Miller
Branford, FL
(386) 623-0754
jeremy.miller@nutrien.com

NRPS Divisions:
LEGACY FORESTRY SERVICES
LEGACY WILDLIFE SERVICES
LEGACY APPRAISAL SERVICES
LEGACY ARBORIST SERVICES
LEGACY REALTY SERVICES

Phone: 386-755-3046
Fax: 386-755-3048
PO Box 2249
Lake City FL 32056

Randy Rilling
Brewton, AL
(251) 363-2173
randy.rilling@nutrien.com

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc.

Creating a Legacy Growing Your Future Since 1974!
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Offices:
Lake City
High Springs
San Antonio

(386) 438-5896
(386) 454-1124
(352) 588-2580

187 Flanders Rd. • Kite, GA 31049

Pat Duane
Timberland Investment • Tmberland Acquisition • Timberland Sales

P.O. Box 5700
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700

Phone: 352-867-8018
Fax:
352-867-5311

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly
Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract
MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

Official Publication of the
Florida Forestry Association
Post Office Box 1696
Tallahassee, FL 32302-1696
Address Service Requested

americanforestmanagement.com
Alachua 386.518.6344 • Marianna 850.526.5110
Lynn Haven 850.248.9459 • Ormond Beach 386.256.4970

GROW YOUR CAREER
with an online graduate certificate
from the University of Florida!
- Ecological Restoration
- Forest Health & Resilience
- Natural Resource Policy
& Administration

- Unmanned Aerial Systems

& more!

sfrc.ufl.edu/distance

School of Forest Resources & Conservation

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH
AREA MANAGER

WAYCROSS WAREHOUSE
2910 Fulford Road
Waycross, GA 31503

AMERICUS WAREHOUSE
884 US Hwy 280 East
Americus, GA 31709

(904) 463-8352 | Cub.Smith@rrsi.com | www.rrsi.com

SUPERIOR TREES, INC.

Phone (850) 971-5159
Fax (850) 971-5416
WHY ELBERTA TREE NURSERY IS THE BEST CHOICE FOR YOUR REFORESTATION NEEDS.
Florida Source Loblolly • Pine Decline Resistance Loblolly • Third Generation Loblolly
High Rust Resistance Slash Pine • Pitch Canker Resistance Slash Pine
Containerized Longleaf • Improved Sand Pine

P.O. Drawer 9400
Lee, FL 32059

BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestation, mitigation, wind-breaks,
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.
Genetically & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings.
Redcedar, Cypress, many native shrubs & hardwood species.
LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Native trees, shrubs,
palms, wildflowers, vines & native grasses.

Elberta, Alabama | 251.986.5210 | www.rayonierseedlings.com

CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

TimberMart-South

Sawmills - Logistics Specialized Logging

Timber Price Reporting Service
• Hardwood & Pine
• Stumpage & Delivered
• Logging Rates & Biomass
www.timbermart-south.com
tmart@timbermart-south.com • Quarterly Reports
phone: 706-247-7660
fax: 706-389-9196

We buy hardwood, cypress
and natural pine timber

• Historical Data

1860 Barnett Shoals Road, PMB 103-598
Athens GA 30605 USA

www.ffbic.com

770 Uvalda Hwy, Hazlehurst GA 31539
912-375-5174 • www.beasleygroup.com

TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A. RIGONI, INC.

2365 NORTH US 19 • PERRY, FL 32347

GARY A. BRETT

Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.com

Office 850-584-7030

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance • Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.
Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039
3131 Lonnbladh Road
Tallahassee, FL 32308
1-800-369-0161

• Independent Insurance Agent
• Professional Insurance Agent
Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
Fax: (850) 877-6396

LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. • SAW MILLS

Peak Harvest Services
Frank Sandtner

Get Paid for saw palmetto berries
we harvest from your land in Sept.
Insured - Licensed - References
336-602-0360 frank@peak-harvest.com

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

“Working Together We Make a Difference”

South Eastern
Timber Corp.

We buy hardwood logs
for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd.
Lady Lake, FL 32159
www.crane-mats.com

Ph: 954-752-3800
Fax: 954-340-5596
setimber@aol.com

ut of the Woods

FREE Advertising in the Marketplace section of
www.swpa.ag

BODENHAMER FARMS & NURSERY
Office 910-422-8118
www.bodenhamerfarms.com

Ask about
FREE SHIPPING

SWPA INC.| www.swpa.ag
PO Box 9 Hilliard, FL 32046
Phone: 904-845-7133 Fax: 888-252-3919

MADISON - FLORIDA

We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural
Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

1091 NE Daylily Ave
Exec. Director: Tommy Carroll C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)
Madison, FL 32340
Mobile: 478-952-2809
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)
Phone/Fax 850-973-2967
Email: tcarrol@swpa.ag

LANIGAN

Virgil Shannon Tom Smith
BRISTOL PROCUREMENT MANAGER

Master Logger Continuing Education
No Charge for Members
Major Discounts on Primex Forestry Tires and Baldwin Filters

Blanton’s

LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

TAX • INVESTMENTS • CONSULTANTS • ASSURANCE

GRACEVILLE PROCUREMENT MANAGER

CPAs & Consultants

vshannon@rex-lumber.com tsmith@rex-lumber.com
ph: 850.643.2238 x 117 ph: 850.263.2056 x 290
c: 850.643.6100
c: 850.643.8966

lanigancpa.com

T h o m a s v i l l e • Ta l l a h a s s e e • A t l a n t a
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