PINES & NEEDLES
Spring 2019

Volume 74, Issue 2

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 2019
Florida’s annual legislative session began
on Tuesday, March 5,
with all the traditional
ceremonial fanfare.
An address by
Governor Ron
DeSantis to the
combined House and
Senate rallied the
legislators to be bold:
“ ... because while
perfection is not
attainable, if we aim
high we can achieve
excellence,” he said.
Boldness could be
required: the governor’s proposed $91.3
billion budget would
be the largest in state
history.
The following day,
the Association held
its annual Forestry
Day at the Capitol
events. We hosted
the Wedgworth Leadership Institute reception with
special guest Commissioner Nikki Fried on Wednesday
afternoon and participated in the Taste of Florida
legislative event at the capitol that evening. On
Thursday, a Board of Directors meeting was followed
by member visits to their local delegations as well as a
meeting with the Assistant Agriculture Commissioner
Matthew Van Name. The need for hurricane relief and
recovery efforts was a consistent theme throughout
all the meetings. Board members John Alter and David
Harrelson also represented the forest industry at a
press conference announcing new proposed legislation
on that issue.
On Friday, April 5, six legislators from around the state
joined Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried on a tour
of areas impacted by Hurricane Michael.
The tour was designed to give the legislators a
firsthand look at the damage created by the storm
and the work that still needs to be done. Among other
things, funding is needed for debris management to
help lessen the danger of wildfires and invasives.
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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Association Executive Vice President Alan Shelby
applauded the Commissioner and the Florida Forest
Service for their continuing efforts for hurricane relief.
“This tour highlighted the serious needs of this
area that remain almost six months after Hurricane
Michael,” Shelby said, “as well as the potentially
enormous consequences if those needs are not met.
Legislative action is critically needed on both the state
and federal levels.”
Many thanks also go to Senators Bill Montford and
Victor Torres and Representatives Loranne Ausley,
Rick Roth, Josie Tomkow and Elizabeth Fetterhoff for
participating in the tour and for their support.
As of this printing, the House and Senate have passed
their individual budgets; conferencing is expected to
begin after Easter. Significant funding for hurricane
relief and recovery of the impacted area’s forestlands is
lacking, but efforts are ongoing.
Disaster relief has been stalled in Congress as well.
The United States House of Representatives passed a
disaster relief package in January, but legislation in the
Senate seems to be ensnared in political quicksand.
Senators Rick Scott and Marco Rubio were part of a
bipartisan group that introduced a major disaster
relief package with the backing of President Donald
Trump. The package appropriates approximately $13.6
billion in overall relief efforts to all those affected
by disasters, including emergency funds for critical
timber needs. Senate Appropriations Chairman
Richard Shelby (R-AL) voiced hopes that talks would
continue over the Easter break.
Senator Scott has also called on the U.S. Department
of Agriculture to do more to help the timber industry
after Hurricane Michael. He has requested that USDA
send an incident management team to deploy to the
Farm Service Agency (FSA) field office in Marianna
to help process the current applications for affected
timber landowners, noting that they need timely
information regarding their status in the numerous
USDA programs currently available, and the resources
they need to remove debris and begin the process of
reforestation.
Shelby and State Forester Jim Karels, and several
other members of the Association participated in
a roundtable discussion on federal relief efforts with
Senator Scott.
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On Thursday, March
21, almost 50 people
gathered at the
Nutrien-White Springs
conference center for
the Association’s first
membership meeting
of the year.
Association Executive
Vice President Alan
Shelby briefed the
group on legislative
issues, including
hurricane relief and
recovery efforts on the
state and federal levels.
Shelby also officially
presented Greg
Chapman of Greg’s
Dragline & Bulldozer,
Inc., with his 2018
Silvilcultural Contractor
of the Year Award. (Greg was unable to attend the
awards breakfast at the 2018 Annual Meeting.)
The following Monday, 80 people gathered at the
Coastal Plywood Company’s beautiful Magnolia
Lodge for the Association’s second and final regional
membership meeting of the year.
Shelby again briefed the group on legislative issues,
including hurricane relief and recovery efforts on the
state and federal levels. Representatives from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
were also on hand to help affected members with any
questions or issues.
Many thanks to Nutrien-White Springs and Coastal
Plywood Company for hosting and to ArborGen
Inc. and to Farm Credit of Florida and Farm Credit of
Northwest Florida for sponsoring the membership
meetings and for the delicious lunches!
As always, great fellowship and good times abounded!

To see more pictures from Association events,
check out our Flickr account at

WORKING FOREST PARTNERS
Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried was
the special guest at
the Working Forest
Partners (WFP) meeting in February. WFP
is a diverse statewide
coalition with representatives from all aspects of the
forest industry, environmental advocacy groups and
governmental agencies who share an appreciation of
Florida’s working forests and their significant benefits.
The group, chaired by Association Vice President
Carlton Jones and Audubon Florida Executive Director
Julie Wraithmell, met to discuss legislative issues and
find areas of common interest and support.
Specific issues and actions were delved into as
Association Executive Vice President Alan Shelby
shared possible priorities for the group: hurricane relief
and recovery, Rural and Family Lands, Florida Forever
and others. The discussion was healthy and engaged,
leading to better understanding among the various
groups represented.
“Even greater than the individual issues discussed
is the discussion itself,” said Shelby. “I believe that
WFP can and will play a tremendous role in keeping
working forests working in Florida through continued
communication on focused areas of mutual concern
and agreement.”

2019 ANNUAL MEETING

August 20-22, 2019
Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort
Miramar Beach, FL
Join your friends and business
associates at the beautiful Sandestin
Golf and Beach Resort for three
days of networking, learning
and celebrating another year in
the amazing forest industry! The
resort offers gorgeous gulf views,
fabulous food, shopping within easy
walking distance, and a host of other offerings that are
sure to make this year’s event one of the best ever!
The state’s largest forestry trade show is held in
conjunction with the Annual Meeting, featuring
exhibits by the industry’s cutting edge equipment and
service providers. Don’t be left behind – schedule time
to meet with all the representatives to find out the latest
and greatest developments for forestry professionals in
today’s marketplace!
As always, our Silent Auction will be a main attraction.
You will be the envy of your friends and associates when
you walk away with the top bid on any item in our slate
of auction offerings!
If you are interested in sponsoring, exhibiting or
donating to our silent auction, please contact Whitney
Hough at 850.222.5646 or Whitney@ForestFla.org.

FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE
TRACKS REFORESTATION

FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE LONG
RANGE OUTLOOK
According to the Florida Forest Service’s long range
outlook (April-June), El Niño conditions in the Pacific
Ocean strengthened in February and are likely to
continue through the end of spring. There is a moderate
chance for El Niño through summer.

The Florida Forest Service has tracked reforestation
trends in Florida since 1950. The chart above depicts
Florida’s historical reforestation trends through the
2017-18 planting season. Reforestation dropped in
2017-18 by approximately 20,000 acres compared to
the previous year. Planting densities were also lower
in 2017. The combination of reduced densities and
acres planted resulted in around 18 million fewer trees
planted in 2017 than in 2016.
It should be noted that the 2017-18 data represents a
snapshot in time within Florida’s broader reforestation
trends and is dependent upon self-reporting by
various seedling suppliers, landowners, and agencies.
The decadal average (over 123,000 acres planted per
year from 2010-2017) better reflects long-term trends
but remains near half the acres planted on average
during the 1970s and 80s. A significant decline started
in the early 1990s and reached lows from 2007-2009,
generally increasing thereafter.
The chart also depicts planting by major landowner
groups. Historically, the forest industry was the leading
tree planting group in Florida. Non-industrial private
landowners (NIPF) became the leading tree planters
in Florida beginning around 2007 and maintained this
trend in 2017.
Possible explanations for the long-term reduction
in tree plantings include: large numbers of new
landowners unaware of forest management options,
less industry-owned land, less industry support for
private landowner assistance programs, decreasing
funds for government forestry assistance programs,
and increasing competition for alternative land uses.

WANT TO GOBBLE UP
SOME SAVINGS?
Partnering
with
Outdoor
Underwriters, Inc., the Association
offers our members special
reduced rates for liability insurance
for hunting leases and timberland.
Click here for details or contact
Mike Branch (850.222.5646 or Mike@ForestFla.org).
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Typically, El Niño conditions mean a cooler and wetter
climate for the Southeast. While that has held true for
the northern part of the region, the same can’t be said
for the southern parts (including Florida), which has
seen above average temperatures and generally dry
conditions. Above-average temperatures are likely to
continue through June. Precipitation is also forecast to
be above average through June, meaning either rain
will pick up in either mid to late April or May, or perhaps
an early start to the rainy season in June.
Above average temperature and precipitation are likely
though June. The National Interagency Fire Center
(NIFC) is forecasting normal Significant Wildland Fire
Potential Outlook through June.

FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE
PERSONNEL NEWS
Jimmy Roberts has been named Bureau
Chief of Forest Management, which directs
and administers statewide programs that
provide land management activities to
private, non-industrial landowners on
over 17 million acres of private and community forests.
The Bureau also provides technical direction for field
units carrying out the land management responsibilities
on more than 1 million acres of state forests. The Forest
Inventory and Analysis (FIA) and Best Management
Practices (BMP) programs are also administered by the
Forest Management Bureau.
Bonnie Stine has been named Assistant
Bureau Chief of Forest Management. In
her new role, Bonnie is supervising the
Cooperative Forestry Assistance, Forest
Health and the Utilization and Hydrology
programs. She is also responsible for coordinating the
state-wide internship program.
Monica
Corbin
has
been
named Communications and Public
Relations Coordinator, serving as the
statewide contact for all internal and
external communication. She oversees
social media as well as print and promotional materials
on both the field unit and statewide levels. Monica is
also responsible for statewide press releases and articles.
Jarek Nowak, Ph.D., named Utilization
and Hydrology Section Supervisor, is
now managing forest water resources,
including the Silviculture and Wildlife Best
Management Practices (BMP) programs. He
will continue his forest utilization duties and to supervise
the Florida Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program.

FUNDING NOW AVAILABLE TO
COVER CONSULTANT FOREST
STEWARDSHIP MANAGEMENT
PLAN PREPARATION
The Florida Forest Service has received funding to help
cover the costs for private natural resource consultants
to write Forest Stewardship plans covering hurricane
resiliency and/or longleaf pine management.
Eligible Stewardship plans must include information
and recommendations related to: forest resilience and
recovery following hurricanes, forest and landowner
preparedness for hurricanes, and/or resources
available to assist private forest landowners following
hurricanes and/or longleaf pine establishment,
restoration, improvement, and management for
landowners with longleaf stands or those who want to
establish longleaf pine on appropriate sites.
Compensation rates and additional information are
provided in the Forest Stewardship Program Consultant
Plan Preparation Agreement. This form also serves as
the application for reimbursement.
All applications that meet requirements as described
above will be considered in the order in which they
are received. Contact your county forester for more
information.

HURRICANE MICHAEL
COMMEMORATIVE DISPLAY
Members of the Florida Forest
Service recently installed an
eye-opening commemorative
display in Ag Commissioner
Nikki Fried’s capitol office. The
trunk featured, a loblolly pine,
stood proudly for 73 years before
it was felled by Hurricane Michael.
The dedication plaque on the trunk highlights the size of
the tree and the scope of the damage to the Panhandle.
Because of a lack of disaster relief efforts, this tree sat on
the ground alongside 72 million tons of fallen trees until
it was repurposed by the Florida Forest Service officers
to help raise awareness. The Department is hard at work
helping clear timber debris in the Panhandle.

LOGGING COST ANALYSIS
The University of Georgia’s Warnell School of Forestry and
Natural Resources’ Continuing Education Program will
be sponsoring the course titled “Logging Cost Analysis”
at the Harbison State Forest Environmental Center in
Columbia, South Carolina, on June 12-13, 2019.
The course will be taught by Warnell Assistant Professor
Joe Conrad and Associate Professor Chad Bolding
of Virginia Tech. It will cover both principles and
applications of logging cost analysis techniques from
the perspective of wood dealers, procurement foresters,
and independent logging contractors.

SILVICULTURAL CONTRACTOR
OF THE YEAR AWARD

FLORIDA FORESTRY TEACHERS’
TOUR: SPONSORS NEEDED

Nominations for the “Silvicultural Contractor of the
Year Award” are being accepted through May 14,
2019. The award honors the dedication, hard work and
challenges of those individuals whom we depend on
for professional silvicultural services.

The
Florida
Forestry Teachers’
Tour is an annual
event that gives
the Florida Forest
Service and the
forest industry the opportunity to share forestry’s story
with educators from around the state. Teachers take
back the information and insights they learn in this fourday hands-on experience and incorporate them into
their curriculum during the school year. This year’s tour
will be held June 18-21, based in Fernandina Beach, FL.

Who can be nominated?
Mechanical site preparation contractors, herbicide
applicators, timber stand improvement contractors,
tree planters, and fertilizer applicators.
Who can submit a nomination?
Everyone is encouraged to nominate contractors they
feel exemplify the best in silvicultural contractors.
Judging:
All judges are actively involved with silvicultural
activities. The top 3-5 finalists will be judged in an onsite evaluation.
Award:
o Complimentary registration and hotel
accommodations for one night for the winner
and a guest at the Florida Forestry Association’s
Annual Meeting.
o Recognition at the awards breakfast and
appropriate award plaque.
Deadline for nominations:
May 14, 2019
For more information, contact Mike Branch
(850.222.5646 or Mike@ForestFla.org).

HELP WITH INTERNATIONAL
MARKETING FROM SUSTA
The Southern United States Trade
Association (SUSTA) is a nonprofit trade association aimed
at increasing the export of US food and agriculture
products. SUSTA works closely with each state’s
Department of Agriculture in the south to enhance
the economic well-being of the region.
Through the Market Access Program (MAP) 50%
CostShare, SUSTA can reimburse up to 50% of eligible
international marketing expenses aimed at increasing
exports. The goal of increasing food and agriculture
exports is to ensure that the US exports more than
we import, thus creating jobs and bolstering our
economy.
For more information about the SUSTA cost-share
program, please contact Whitney Lett with the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Service’s
marketing division (Whitney.Lett@FreshFromFlorida.
com or (850) 617-7333).

Sponsors are vital to the success of this program!
Each $500 sponsorship allows one teacher to
participate at no cost to him/herself beyond travel to
and from Fernandina Beach. To become a sponsor,
contact Christina Sabo (Christina@ForestFla.org or
850.222.5646) or simply send your check, payable to
the Florida Forestry Foundation, to P.O. Box 1696,
Tallahassee, FL 32302.
Many thanks to our current sponsors:
Callahan Timber Co. LLC
Coastal Plywood Company
Dave Norton and Diann Douglas
Doug Long
Forest Investment Associates
Four Rivers Land & Timber Company, LLC
Greg and Martina Driskell
Jon and Carol Gould
Michael and Jacqueline Dooner
Mizell Development, Inc.
Packaging Corporation of America
Phillip Allen
Rayonier
Rayonier Advanced Materials
Register Family Partnerships, LTD
Rex Lumber
Sapp’s Land & Excavating, Inc.
Southeastern Society of American Foresters
Southern Forestry Consultants
Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc.
Tom Gilpin
University of Florida School of Forest Resources & Conservation
WestRock – Fernandina Beach
WestRock – Panama City

MASTER LOGGER TRAINING
The Florida Master Logger 2-Day Logger Training will
be held at the Lake City Gateway College in the Wilson
Rivers Media Room on June 5-6, 2019. Completion of this
course is required to become a FL-SIC Master Logger.
The complete schedule for our remaining Master Logger
Continuing Logger Education classes in 2019 is below:
July 18 - DeFuniak Springs, FL
September 5 - Gainesville, FL
November 7 - Lake City, FL
December 12 - Blountstown, FL  
To register for one of these logger training workshops,
please contact Christina Sabo (Christina@ForestFla.org
or 850.222.5646).
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

These advertisers make this publication possible.
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business with them!

FORESTRY LOANS
866.824.5626
farmcreditflorida.com

Great South Timber
and Lumber, LLC
Jeremy Miller
Branford, FL
(386) 623-0754
jeremy.miller@nutrien.com

NRPS Divisions:
LEGACY FORESTRY SERVICES
LEGACY WILDLIFE SERVICES
LEGACY APPRAISAL SERVICES
LEGACY ARBORIST SERVICES
LEGACY REALTY SERVICES

Phone: 386-755-3046
Fax: 386-755-3048
PO Box 2249
Lake City FL 32056

Randy Rilling
Brewton, AL
(251) 363-2173
randy.rilling@nutrien.com

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc.

Creating a Legacy Growing Your Future Since 1974!
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Offices:
Lake City
High Springs
San Antonio

(386) 438-5896
(386) 454-1124
(352) 588-2580

187 Flanders Rd. • Kite, GA 31049

Pat Duane
Timberland Investment • Tmberland Acquisition • Timberland Sales

P.O. Box 5700
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700

Phone: 352-867-8018
Fax:
352-867-5311

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly
Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract
MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

Official Publication of the
Florida Forestry Association
Post Office Box 1696
Tallahassee, FL 32302-1696
Address Service Requested

americanforestmanagement.com
Alachua 386.518.6344 • Marianna 850.526.5110
Lynn Haven 850.248.9459 • Ormond Beach 386.256.4970

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH
AREA MANAGER

WAYCROSS WAREHOUSE
2910 Fulford Road
Waycross, GA 31503

AMERICUS WAREHOUSE
884 US Hwy 280 East
Americus, GA 31709

(904) 463-8352 | Cub.Smith@rrsi.com | www.rrsi.com

SUPERIOR TREES, INC.

Phone (850) 971-5159
Fax (850) 971-5416
WHY ELBERTA TREE NURSERY IS THE BEST CHOICE FOR YOUR REFORESTATION NEEDS.
Florida Source Loblolly • Pine Decline Resistance Loblolly • Third Generation Loblolly
High Rust Resistance Slash Pine • Pitch Canker Resistance Slash Pine
Containerized Longleaf • Improved Sand Pine

P.O. Drawer 9400
Lee, FL 32059

BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestation, mitigation, wind-breaks,
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.
Genetically & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings.
Redcedar, Cypress, many native shrubs & hardwood species.
LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Native trees, shrubs,
palms, wildflowers, vines & native grasses.

Elberta, Alabama | 251.986.5210 | www.rayonierseedlings.com

CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

TimberMart-South

Timber Price Reporting Service
• Hardwood & Pine
• Stumpage & Delivered
• Logging Rates & Biomass
www.timbermart-south.com
tmart@timbermart-south.com • Quarterly Reports
phone: 706-247-7660
fax: 706-389-9196

Silviculture Contractors

• Historical Data

1860 Barnett Shoals Road, PMB 103-598
Athens GA 30605 USA

www.ffbic.com

Office/Home (912)285-4736
DONALD ROBBINS
Mobile (912)337-7231
5299 Leo Barber Road
Mobile (912)337-7232
Manor, Georgia 31550
E-mail robbinsforestry@bellsouth.net Fax (912)285-7224

TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A. RIGONI, INC.

2365 NORTH US 19 • PERRY, FL 32347

GARY A. BRETT

Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.com

Office 850-584-7030

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance • Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.
Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039
3131 Lonnbladh Road
Tallahassee, FL 32308
1-800-369-0161

• Independent Insurance Agent
• Professional Insurance Agent
Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
Fax: (850) 877-6396

LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. • SAW MILLS

Baynard Ward, Chuck Davis or Daniel Crapps
Farms/Acreage Investment Division
(800) 805-7566
2806 W. U. S. Highway 90, Suite 101
Lake City, FL 32055
www.FloridaAcreage.com

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

“Working Together We Make a Difference”

South Eastern
Timber Corp.

We buy hardwood logs
for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd.
Lady Lake, FL 32159
www.crane-mats.com

Ph: 954-752-3800
Fax: 954-340-5596
setimber@aol.com

ut of the Woods

FREE Advertising in the Marketplace section of
www.swpa.ag

Toby Trowbridge III
Real Estate Specialist – East Region
858 North Street • Jackson, MS 39202
Phone: 601-948-8733, ext. 343 • Cell: 318-376-2426 • Fax: 601-960-0850
ttrowbridge@molpus.com • www.molpus.com

SWPA INC.| www.swpa.ag
PO Box 9 Hilliard, FL 32046
Phone: 904-845-7133 Fax: 888-252-3919

MADISON - FLORIDA

We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural
Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

1091 NE Daylily Ave
Exec. Director: Tommy Carroll C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)
Madison, FL 32340
Mobile: 478-952-2809
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)
Phone/Fax 850-973-2967
Email: tcarrol@swpa.ag

LANIGAN

Virgil Shannon Tom Smith
BRISTOL PROCUREMENT MANAGER

Master Logger Continuing Education
No Charge for Members
Major Discounts on Primex Forestry Tires and Baldwin Filters

Blanton’s

LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

TAX • INVESTMENTS • CONSULTANTS • ASSURANCE

GRACEVILLE PROCUREMENT MANAGER

CPAs & Consultants

vshannon@rex-lumber.com tsmith@rex-lumber.com
ph: 850.643.2238 x 117 ph: 850.263.2056 x 290
c: 850.643.6100
c: 850.643.8966

lanigancpa.com

T h o m a s v i l l e • Ta l l a h a s s e e • A t l a n t a
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