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AWARD WINNING FORESTRY
Recognizing Association members who have been
honored for their contributions to Florida forestry

Florida Forestry Association’s
Legislator of the Year Award:
Senator George Gainer
Senator George Gainer, R-Panama
City, is only in his first term in the
Florida Senate, but that did not stop him from stepping
up and taking a leadership role in disaster relief and
recovery efforts after Hurricane Michael.
Always a staunch supporter for the forest industry,
Senator Gainer’s advocacy has kept the industry and its
people in the forefront of legislative awareness. He has
used every tool available to do so, right down to his socks!
At the beginning of this year’s legislative session, the
Senator had socks made with his face on them. Whenever
someone would comment on them, he would use it as
a launchpad into a conversation about the needs of the
people in the hurricane impact zone. The Senator and his
socks quickly became a social media sensation, keeping
attention on hurricane relief and recovery.
Senator Gainer continues to be an active promoter of
reforestation efforts. He believes in the economic and
environmental benefits of working forests and educates
other key policymakers about them as well.

Representative Loranne Ausley
An Ironman triathlete, a mom,
and a legislator, Representative
Loranne Ausley brings the passion
and commitment of a worldclass triathlete to her public service on behalf of her
community.
Whether it is running a marathon or working for people in
need, she is tireless in her pursuit to reach her goals. Since
Hurricane Michael hit in October 2018, she has focused
much of her work on recovery efforts in the Panhandle.
Representative Ausley took the task of advocating for the
impacted people and industries head-on. Her leadership
during the legislative session elevated awareness of the
critical need for hurricane relief and recovery efforts. She
continues to be an active spokesperson and to focus
on positive, productive solutions to the challenges still
being faced.
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In addition to her legislative efforts, she also uses her
strong social media platform to tell the forestry story
and to bring awareness to the devastation caused by
the hurricane.

Florida Forestry Association
Above & Beyond Award:
Bump Faircloth
Frank “Bump” Faircloth joined the
Association in 1976. “Bump Faircloth
is the kind of member every association wants to have,”
said Association Vice President Carlton Jones, who
presented the award. “He is eager to step in wherever
needed, gladly offering support, advice and help
however he can.”
Faircloth served as the CEO of Suwannee Lumber
Company in Cross City for 27 years. Under his leadership
Suwannee became one of the largest Southern Yellow
Pine sawmills in the South. Suwannee was sold to Blue
Wolf Private Equity in 2013 and then last year to Conifex.
Currently Faircloth is Chairman for Blue Wolf Capital
Partners. He serves as a consultant and assists with
mergers and acquisitions. He is also a Tree Farmer.
Outside of the forestry realm, he founded Faircloth
Ford in Perry, FL, created and owned several other
businesses, and serves his community and church in
several capacities.
Despite having such a full plate, Faircloth became a
trusted “go-to” person for the Association. His most
visible efforts are with the Timber Toppers Golf
Tournament, which he organized and sponsored for
many years, but he has been active in many other ways
as well, explained Jones.
“Bump is the first person to raise his hand to volunteer
and the last to sit down when the work is finished,” said
Jones. “In short, you can always count on him to go
above and beyond.”

Florida Forestry Association
Distinguished Service Award:
Jim Karels
James “Jim” Karels has served as State
Forester and Director of the Florida
Forest Service since 2008, after more than 20 years with
the agency in a variety of capacities.
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The Florida Forest Service manages more than
one million acres of state forests, provides forest
management assistance on more than 17 million acres
of private and community forests, and is responsible
for protecting homes, forestland and natural resources
from the devastating effects of wildfire on more than
26 million acres.
“The impact that Jim has had on Florida forestry is
immeasurable,” said Association President Edward Cole.
“He is always there when needed, doing whatever needs
to be done, taking the lead and making things happen.”
“After Hurricane Michael, Jim and his team at the Florida
Forest Service immediately had boots on the ground,
and they have remained highly active in relief and
recovery efforts,” said Cole. “Jim’s leadership is a major
force in rebuilding forestry in the Panhandle.”
Karels is also a national leader in both prescribed fire
and wildfire management. He was the president of
the National Association of State Foresters (NASF) and
is currently representing all 50 states as the NASF Fire
Committee Chair.
He has more than 38 years of experience in prescribed
burning, wildfire suppression and land management
throughout the United States. With his expertise, he has
been called in to fight wildfires across the United States.
Karels has received numerous other honors this
year, including election to the Florida Foresters
Hall of Fame, the National Association of State
Foresters’ Jeff Jahnke Current Achievement Award
for Leadership and the Wildland Fire Leadership
Development Programs Paul Gleason Lead by Example
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Audubon Florida
Sustainable Forester Award:
Michael Dooner
Michael Dooner, a timber stands
owner and consultant, went above
and beyond after Hurricane Michael to revitalize
timber operations in the Florida Panhandle. Forestry’s
environmental and economic importance became
acutely apparent than in the wake of the hurricane,
when Floridians emerged from storm shelters to find
vast forest tracts laid low, along with the livelihoods of
the families and the ecology that depended on them.
continued on next page

While he had holdings of his own to assess, salvage
and replant, Dooner worked tirelessly with agency
personnel to improve recovery efforts on the ground.
He helped connect forest owners with essential services,
and also advocated for federal disaster relief to give
a hand up to the region’s hard-hit forest economy.

the Society of American Foresters including Florida
Division Chair in 2007.

“Thank you, Michael,” Audubon’s Director of Policy
Beth Alvi, who presented the award, “for helping see
the Panhandle through this challenging time, and for
protecting the region’s forest way of life and its economy.”

Dr. Eric J. Jokela joined the UF
School of Forest Resources and
Conservation in 1984 and was named
as Emeritus Professor upon his
retirement in 2018. As a professor of
silviculture, he taught both graduate
and undergraduate courses, receiving the School’s
teacher of the year award seven times.

“Michael Dooner is a great example of what forestry is
all about,” said Florida Forestry Association Executive Vice
President Alan Shelby. “He remains focused on moving
forestry forward, especially in the tough times. Michael
is a forward thinker and understands the connection
between forestry and the environment and economy.”
Dooner is a past president of the Association and
continues to play an active role on its leadership
team. He is a recognized and respected advocate for
Florida forestry.

Florida Foresters Hall of Fame
The Florida Division of the Society of American Foresters
(SAF) has announced the induction of three Association
members into its prestigious Hall of Fame: F4 Tech
President Mark Milligan, University of Florida emeritus
professor Dr. Eric Jokela, and State Forester Jim Karels.
With only 25 foresters previously inducted, election to
the Hall of Fame is intended to be the highest honor and
recognition of professional service a forester may receive
in Florida. The recent inductees will be honored at the
Southeastern Society of American Foresters (SESAF)
awards banquet during its 2020 annual meeting in
Panama City, FL.
Mark M. Milligan founded ForesTech
Consulting, Inc. in 1998 and serves as
President of the Tallahassee company,
now doing business as F4 Tech.
Under Milligan’s leadership, F4 Tech
focused on providing foresters and
technicians with field tested, user friendly technology
that did not involve extensive knowledge of how the
hardware or software worked. The company’s handheld
data recorder with GPS capabilities added efficiencies to
field data collections and transfer.
F4 Tech products and services have expanded to
include turnkey natural resource solutions including
data collection, mapping, data driven decision-making,
long term resource planning, and analytical services.
Milligan has secured several U.S. patents and the
company’s work has affected over a million acres of
private and public lands.
Milligan has served the forestry profession as Chair of
the Florida Chapter of the Association of Consulting
Foresters and Executive Committee of the Florida
Forestry Association. He has held numerous offices in

Milligan also serves as chair of the Florida Forestry
Association’s Environmental Committee and sits on its
Executive Committee and Board of Directors.

He directed the Cooperative Research in Forest
Fertilization program when he first arrived in Florida
and later served as a founding Co-Director of the Forest
Biology Research Cooperative. These two cooperatives
established scores of long-term research installations
from Texas to Virginia, producing scientific insight
that has had a profound impact on the productivity,
health, and sustainability of managed pine forests in the
southeastern United States.
Dr. Jokela published over 85 peer-reviewed papers
and many technical reports and is among the most
cited silviculturists in North America. He served on the
editorial boards of a number of leading international
forestry journals and was the founding Editor-In-Chief
of the open access journal, Forests.
Dr. Jokela chaired the SAF Florida Division in 2005 and
the Southeastern SAF in 2013. He received the Florida
Division’s Stephen Spurr Award for research in 2006 and
Southeastern Society’s Award of Excellence in Research
and Development in 2008. He was named an SAF Fellow
in 2011 and received the Barrington Moore Award for
Biological Research in 2015.
To read about Jim Karels, please see his profile for
the Florida Forestry Association Distinguished Service
Award.
With only 25 foresters previously inducted, election to
the Hall of Fame is intended to be the highest honor and
recognition of professional service a forester may receive
in Florida. The recent inductees will be honored at the
Southeastern Society of American Foresters (SESAF)
awards banquet during its 2020 annual meeting in
Panama City, FL.

2019 Florida Outstanding
Tree Farmer of the Year:
John Russell
John Russell is the family manager
for Russell Brothers Farm, a longleaf
pine plantation bordered by Pine Barren Creek in the
Oak Grove community in north Escambia County. His
parents, Jay and Clara Russell, bought the property
when they moved from Holmes County in 1946. Their
sons, Keith and John, purchased the property from

their parents and have focused on longleaf restoration
since becoming involved in the Longleaf Initiative
Program in 2008.
Russell demonstrates a true passion for land
management. He has always worked very closely with
county and state forestry and wildlife agencies to ensure
Best Management Practices are followed in managing
the property. He has spent time educating himself on
how to better manage his forest.
Russell understands the importance of fire in forest
management and has become a certified burn
manager so he can do his own prescribed burning.
He is proud of the family history of the property and
does the right things to preserve and also share its
importance with others.
Russell looks forward to hosting “field days” for local
schools to bring students out to visit and learn the
history and importance of the longleaf pine forests.
“John Russell exemplifies the high standards of
Florida’s Tree Farmers,” said Association Vice President
Carlton Jones. “His passion for the land and the time,
energy and work that he pours into it are worthy of
this special recognition.”

Florida Land Steward’s
Landowner of the Year:
Bob Jenkins
Robert “Bob” Jenkins was recognized
by the Florida Land Steward
Partnership for outstanding forest management on his
property known as Jenkins Millview Trace. The property
in Millview has been in the Jenkins family since the
1930s, but increased urbanization has made Jenkins
Millview Trace part of the wildland-urban interface
area. Recognizing this change, Jenkins has taken active
steps to reduce the risk of wildfire to his property and
neighboring homes.
In the early 2000s, Jenkins and his consulting forester
began implementing a Stewardship plan to replace
slash pine stands with longleaf pine and to introduce
regular prescribed burns to control the underbrush and
establish varied wildlife habitat. Since then, the property
has been burned regularly on a three-year rotation and
mechanical mulching treatments have been utilized to
remove brush in areas unable to be burned. Bob has
also opened Jenkins Millview Trace to fellow landowners
to participate in prescribed burning and provides
recreational opportunities for local families.

Florida Outstanding Tree Farm
Inspector of the Year:
Cathy Hardin
Cathy Hardin, the Florida Forest
Service county forester serving
Escambia County, was recognized for her excellent
service to private forest landowners and the Florida
Tree Farm Program.
continued on next page
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Landowners and assistance programs have
benefited from Hardin’s dedication and hard work.
She has tremendously influenced the expansion
and implementation of the Cooperative Forestry
Assistance Program and the Tree Farm Program in
Escambia County. Due to her efforts to revitalize the
program in her area, Escambia County is now among
the top performing counties in the state for landowner
cooperation and enrollment.
Hardin has helped numerous landowners plan and
manage their forests, including the winner of 2019’s
Outstanding Florida Tree Farmer, John Russell, and
Landowner of the Year, Bob Jenkins.

BLOCK GRANTS TO HELP FOREST
LANDOWNERS IN AFTERMATH OF
HURRICANE MICHAEL
In a historic move, United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Sonny Perdue has
announced funding for state block grant programs to
help forest landowners in the Panhandle recover from
the devastation created by Hurricane Michael. This is
the first time that the subject-specific grants have been
made available for timber.
“Category 5 Hurricane Michael left over one million
acres of timber on the ground and impacted the area’s
forestry community to an unprecedented degree,” said
Florida Forestry Association President Edward Cole.
”Forestry is a key part of the economy and the culture in
the Panhandle, so the destruction was not only a blow
to the landowners but also to all those who work in the
forest industry.”

WORKING FORESTS WEEK 2019
Many thanks to all those who participated in Working
Forests Week 2019! This annual statewide awareness
week provides a great opportunity for everyone to
share the forestry story with schools, business and civic
groups, local and social media and more.
The launch of Florida Agriculture in the Classroom’s
Ag Literacy Day book, Forever There’s A Forest, was
held in conjunction with Working Forests Week. One
hundred third-graders from Sealey Elementary School
in Tallahassee, FL, attended a special kick-off event at
Tall Timbers Research Station, where they were treated
to time with Smokey Bear and Florida Forest Festival
Princess Caroline Gray, who read the book to them.
They also participated in activities led by Florida Forest
Service staff and plantation manager Jason Hough to
help them learn about forestry.
Members of the Florida Farm Bureau, 4-H, FFA and other
volunteers also read to students across the state last week
and will continue to do so throughout the school year.
At the capitol, forestry took center stage at the Cabinet
meeting. Resolutions in recognition of Working Forests
Week, Smokey Bear’s birthday and Ag Literacy Day were
passed. Later that day, Agriculture Commissioner Nikki
Fried also read Forever There’s a Forests to another group
of students in the historic capitol building.
Although we don’t have pictures of everything,
many more events were held around the state.
Working Forests Week grows every year thanks to our
hardworking members!

”The announcement today is a positive step forward in
helping forestry rebuild and recover,” Cole said.

Landowners in the impacted area should note that the
USDA has extended the enrollment period for the EFRP
program through April 30, 2020. Please contact your
local Farm Service Agency office to sign up.

Our Forestry Forward leadership development
program provides up and coming participants
access to Board and committee meetings, legislative
events, educational sessions and tours, and unique
networking opportunities.
Congratulations to those who have been selected
to join the new class: Monica Corbin, Colin Davies,
Robby Frantzis, Kaylyn Glenn, Jackson Middleton,
Jonathan Roberts, Aaron Smith, Austin Thrasher, and
William White!

NEWS FROM THE
ASSOCIATION TEAM
Whitney Hough has been promoted
to Director of Member Services.
Whitney joined the staff in 2015
as the Association’s administrative
manager and was subsequently
promoted to Member Services
Coordinator before taking on her current role.
Laura Bosworth has joined the
Association team as Director
o f Fo re s t r y a n d R e g u l a t o r y
Affairs. Laura spent her earlier career
working and playing in the forests of
the Southeast as a county forester,
a longleaf specialist, and the Southeastern Tree Farm
manager. She attended Iowa State University where
she obtained her bachelors in forestry with a focus on
ecosystem management and services.
Krista Har vard
has joined
the Association staff as Office
Coordinator. Krista was originally
born in West Palm Beach and
moved to Tallahassee in 2000. She
received her Bachelor’s Degree
in Biology from Florida State University in 2015.
After graduation, she worked in the field of case
management before leaving the medical field for the
Florida Forestry Association.

The block grants, which were authorized by the
2019 supplemental disaster aid package passed by
Congress earlier this year, provide nearly $370 million
in timber crop loss payments. These dollars will
supplement previously announced funding for debris
clean-up and reforestation efforts through the USDA’s
Emergency Restoration Forestry Program (EFRP).
Florida Forestry Association Executive Vice President Alan
Shelby said, “We are extremely grateful to Senators Scott,
Rubio, Congressmen Neal Dunn, Al Lawson and as well as
all of Florida’s congressional delegation for their work on
the disaster assistance package. In addition, we applaud
Gov. Ron DeSantis, Commissioner of Agriculture Nikki
Fried, Florida Forest Service Director Jim Karels and all of
the elected officials and their staffs who made recovery
from Hurricane Michael a priority.”

CONGRATULATIONS TO FORESTRY
FORWARD CLASS 12!

Cabinet resolutions honored Working Forests Week, Smokey
Bear’s birthday and Ag Literacy Day; Lynetta Usher Griner and Eric
Handley spent the day at Chiefland Elementary School reading to
Pre-K through 5th graders, complete with a fellerbuncher, safety
equipment and Blue Bell ice cream (one of our favorite Goods
from the Woods!); Brooks Churn of the Florida Forest Service with
students from Sealey; Commissioner Nikki Fried and Florida Forest
Festival Princess Caroline Gray read Forever There’s a Forest; and
Sealey students had a great time at Tall Timbers.
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PLANNED GIVING, BEQUESTS &
CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
Consider making a gift of a lifetime to support the
future of Florida’s working forests by naming the
Florida Forestry Association or Florida Forestry
Foundation as a beneficiary in your will, charitable
trust, life insurance policy, estate plan or retirement
plan. Please contact Alan Shelby at 850.222.5646 for
more information.

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

These advertisers make this publication possible.
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business with them!

FORESTRY LOANS
866.824.5626
farmcreditflorida.com

Great South Timber
and Lumber, LLC
Jeremy Miller
Branford, FL
(386) 623-0754
jeremy.miller@nutrien.com

NRPS Divisions:
LEGACY FORESTRY SERVICES
LEGACY WILDLIFE SERVICES
LEGACY APPRAISAL SERVICES
LEGACY ARBORIST SERVICES
LEGACY REALTY SERVICES

Phone: 386-755-3046
Fax: 386-755-3048
PO Box 2249
Lake City FL 32056

Randy Rilling
Brewton, AL
(251) 363-2173
randy.rilling@nutrien.com

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc.

Creating a Legacy Growing Your Future Since 1974!

w w w. NR P S f o r e s t e r s . c o m

Offices:
Lake City
High Springs
San Antonio

(386) 438-5896
(386) 454-1124
(352) 588-2580

187 Flanders Rd. • Kite, GA 31049

Pat Duane
Timberland Investment • Tmberland Acquisition • Timberland Sales

P.O. Box 5700
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700

Phone: 352-867-8018
Fax:
352-867-5311

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly
Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract
MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

Official Publication of the
Florida Forestry Association
Post Office Box 1696
Tallahassee, FL 32302-1696
Address Service Requested

americanforestmanagement.com
Alachua 386.518.6344 • Marianna 850.526.5110
Lynn Haven 850.248.9459 • Ormond Beach 386.256.4970

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH
AREA MANAGER

WAYCROSS WAREHOUSE
2910 Fulford Road
Waycross, GA 31503

AMERICUS WAREHOUSE
884 US Hwy 280 East
Americus, GA 31709

(904) 463-8352 | Cub.Smith@rrsi.com | www.rrsi.com

SUPERIOR TREES, INC.

Phone (850) 971-5159
Fax (850) 971-5416
WHY ELBERTA TREE NURSERY IS THE BEST CHOICE FOR YOUR REFORESTATION NEEDS.
Florida Source Loblolly • Pine Decline Resistance Loblolly • Third Generation Loblolly
High Rust Resistance Slash Pine • Pitch Canker Resistance Slash Pine
Containerized Longleaf • Improved Sand Pine

P.O. Drawer 9400
Lee, FL 32059

BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestation, mitigation, wind-breaks,
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.
Genetically & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings.
Redcedar, Cypress, many native shrubs & hardwood species.
LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Native trees, shrubs,
palms, wildflowers, vines & native grasses.

Elberta, Alabama | 251.986.5210 | www.rayonierseedlings.com

CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

TimberMart-South

Timber Price Reporting Service
• Hardwood & Pine
• Stumpage & Delivered
• Logging Rates & Biomass
www.timbermart-south.com
tmart@timbermart-south.com • Quarterly Reports
phone: 706-247-7660
fax: 706-389-9196

Silviculture Contractors

• Historical Data

1860 Barnett Shoals Road, PMB 103-598
Athens GA 30605 USA

www.ffbic.com

Office/Home (912)285-4736
DONALD ROBBINS
Mobile (912)337-7231
5299 Leo Barber Road
Mobile (912)337-7232
Manor, Georgia 31550
E-mail robbinsforestry@bellsouth.net Fax (912)285-7224

TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A. RIGONI, INC.

2365 NORTH US 19 • PERRY, FL 32347

GARY A. BRETT

Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.com

Office 850-584-7030

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance • Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.
Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039
3131 Lonnbladh Road
Tallahassee, FL 32308
1-800-369-0161

• Independent Insurance Agent
• Professional Insurance Agent
Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
Fax: (850) 877-6396

LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. • SAW MILLS

Baynard Ward, Chuck Davis or Daniel Crapps
Farms/Acreage Investment Division
(800) 805-7566
2806 W. U. S. Highway 90, Suite 101
Lake City, FL 32055
www.FloridaAcreage.com

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

“Working Together We Make a Difference”

South Eastern
Timber Corp.

We buy hardwood logs
for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd.
Lady Lake, FL 32159
www.crane-mats.com

Ph: 954-752-3800
Fax: 954-340-5596
setimber@aol.com

ut of the Woods

FREE Advertising in the Marketplace section of
www.swpa.ag

Toby Trowbridge III
Real Estate Specialist – East Region
858 North Street • Jackson, MS 39202
Phone: 601-948-8733, ext. 343 • Cell: 318-376-2426 • Fax: 601-960-0850
ttrowbridge@molpus.com • www.molpus.com

SWPA INC.| www.swpa.ag
PO Box 9 Hilliard, FL 32046
Phone: 904-845-7133 Fax: 888-252-3919

MADISON - FLORIDA

We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural
Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

1091 NE Daylily Ave
Exec. Director: Tommy Carroll C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)
Madison, FL 32340
Mobile: 478-952-2809
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)
Phone/Fax 850-973-2967
Email: tcarrol@swpa.ag

LANIGAN

Virgil Shannon Tom Smith
BRISTOL PROCUREMENT MANAGER

Master Logger Continuing Education
No Charge for Members
Major Discounts on Primex Forestry Tires and Baldwin Filters

Blanton’s

LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

TAX • INVESTMENTS • CONSULTANTS • ASSURANCE

GRACEVILLE PROCUREMENT MANAGER

CPAs & Consultants

vshannon@rex-lumber.com tsmith@rex-lumber.com
ph: 850.643.2238 x 117 ph: 850.263.2056 x 290
c: 850.643.6100
c: 850.643.8966

lanigancpa.com

T h o m a s v i l l e • Ta l l a h a s s e e • A t l a n t a

w w w. Fl o r i d a Fo re s t. o rg

