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Making a Difference
Executive Outlook
By Alan Shelby
FFA Executive Vice President

T

he Florida Forestry Association
was formed in 1923 by a group
of concerned individuals who
wanted to make a difference in
their industry and their world.
While many things have changed in the
past 90 years, one thing remains the same:
FFA members are still committed to making a difference. Whether it is through the
Association’s advocacy efforts and other
programs or as individuals, FFA members
continue to change the landscape of the
world in which we live.
In the pages of this edition, you will see
shining examples of this. Distinguished
Service Award recipient Harold Mikell has
spent not one, but two careers striving to
improve the forestry industry and to help the
people he served. Tree Farmers of the Year
Benjamin and Judi Wyche illustrate the value
of hard work and community responsibility;
their Rollercoaster Hill is a testament to their
commitment to protecting Florida’s forest
legacy. Pickett Logging, Inc., our Logger of
the Year award winner, was honored for its
professional activism as well as its reputation
for excellent job performance. T.W. Byrd’s
Sons, a former Logger of the Year award winner, went on to national recognition for their
accomplishments.
As an association, FFA is part of the team
working to rebuild the Austin Cary Memorial
Forest Learning Center. This industry landmark has been a vital part of forestry’s outreach efforts for decades. While losing it was a
blow to the forestry community, we are looking forward to the opportunities presented
by its new and improved version.

The Florida Forests Teachers’ Tour is
another notable example of forestry’s outreach programs. This tour gives teachers
from across Florida a chance to experience
all aspects of the forestry industry, from
planting to production. By developing and
engaging supporters in the educational community, we are also beneﬁtting the children
they teach. Never doubt that knowledge is
power.
The difference that FFA members make is
not limited to our industry. By partnering with
the Florida Forest Service through Operation
Outdoor Freedom, private landowners open
new doors to our country’s wounded military
veterans, providing opportunities for recreation and rehabilitation that are not available
through any other state program.
Many of our members are also involved
with the Log A Load for Kids program, which
raises funds for treatment and research at
Children’s Miracle Network hospitals. Since
1995, more than $1.7 million has been collected through their endeavors, giving help
and hope to children and their families across
Florida.
Other FFA members travel overseas to
help with international missions, volunteer
for local programs aiding those in need, or
work in an amazing variety of other charities.
The spectrum of causes our members are
involved with is as diverse as our membership itself. However, the driving force behind
each of them is the same: a desire to make
a difference.
I am honored to serve such an outstanding
group of committed individuals. Thank you
for the difference that you make.
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Passing the Gavel
Florida Forestry Association President
Lynetta Usher Griner

L

ynetta Usher Griner, a generational logger and landowner
from Chiefland, Florida, was
elected president of the Florida
Forestry Association (FFA) at its
2012 annual meeting. Griner is the first
woman to serve as president in the
association’s 90-year history.
“The members that make up our
association are the movers and shakers
in the future of Florida’s forests,” said
Griner. “From clean water to wildlife to
thousands of products we use every day,
our forests touch the lives of our society
in amazing ways. No other renewable
natural resource has a greater impact on
our lives. No other association ﬁghts for
our opportunities to grow and use trees
like FFA. I am honored to be a part of

this organization and humbled to serve
as president.”
Griner and her husband, Ken, took
over the family business, Usher Land &
Timber, Inc., in 1989. Since then, they
have received numerous recognitions,
including the state and national Logger
of the Year and Audubon’s Sustainable
Forest Award.
Alan Shelby, FFA Executive Vice
President, commended the association’s
choice: “Lynetta’s experience and vision
will be invaluable as we move forward.
She has always been a strong force in our
advocacy efforts and places a priority on
that. Under her leadership, the members
of FFA can feel secure that their association is well-positioned to grow even
stronger.”
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Tree Farmer of the Year:
Benjamin and Judi Wyche

Tree farming has been in the
Benjamin G. Wyche family for generations. A small business owner in
Madison County, Florida, Wyche
and his wife Judi have owned and
managed Rollercoaster Hill, a 330acre certified Tree Farm, since
inheriting it from his father more
than 10 years ago.

While their primary objective is the
production of high quality longleaf
timber and pine straw, the Wyches’
management plan also addresses
wildlife, soil and water conservation,
recreation and aesthetics.
“It’s obvious that Ben and Judi
share a commitment to protect the
ecological value of their land while
producing forest products that
Florida needs,” said FFA president
Lynetta Usher Griner. “A short visit
to the property readily exhibits what
love of the land, hard work and dedication can accomplish.“
An abundance of whitetail deer,
turkey, quail, and other wildlife
can be found at Rollercoaster Hill.
Hardwood hammocks scattered
around the pine stands enhance
its diversity. Walking trails wind

through the property, giving visitors the opportunity to enjoy all the
property’s natural beauty.
“The Wyches are a wonderful
example of a family that ﬁnds many
beneﬁts from owning and managing a forest,” said Alan Shelby, FFA
executive vice president. “We can all
learn from their example of being
excellent stewards of the land and
demonstrating core values like hard
work, community responsibility and
commitment to protecting Florida’s
forest legacy.”
The American Tree Farm System
is a nationwide community of more
than 96,000 individuals and families
joined by their desire for excellence
in forest stewardship. Participating
landowners meet the highest standards of sustainability.

National Outstanding Logger:
T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.
T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc., was named
2 012 N a t i o n a l O u t s t a n d i n g
Logger by the Forest Resources
Association (FRA). This award honors exceptional performance in the
industry. The winner is selected by
a jury of 25 national leaders in forestry and conservation efforts.
T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc., was previously named Florida Logger of the
Year. Florida Forestry Association
(FFA) president Lynetta Usher Griner
applauded the Byrds’ latest award.
“The Byrds are a unique family and
business,” she said. ”They are a
hardworking forestry and logging
family, all of whom are very lowproﬁle when it comes to fanfare
and awards. They deserve to be

recognized for the great example
they set.”
The company was created as a
one-man operation in the 1930s
by T.W. Byrd. Today it provides
harvesting for both institutional
and private landowners; delivers to
diverse markets; offers site prep and
reforestation services to landowners;
and includes several sideline enterprises as well. The group also owns
and manages 3500 acres of land,
with 2700 acres used for forestry
purposes.
“The Byrds are well-respected in
the industry for their high standards
and innovative approaches to business,” said Alan Shelby, FFA executive vice president. “Their company
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has a long and distinguished history
of doing the right things the right
way. They show what can be accomplished when a company sets high
standards and then exceeds them.”
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Florida’s Outstanding Logger:
Pickett Logging, Inc.
Some say that Harry Pickett, founder of Pickett Logging, Inc., was destined to become a logger: logging
is in his genes.
Pickett’s great-grandfather
logged his own timber with ox and
carts, pulling the timber to the St.
Mary’s River to be transported by
barge to the mills. His grandfather
followed suit, as did his three uncles.
Growing up, Pickett spent his summers learning the art of logging
from them.
After working at an uncle’s logging company for almost 20 years,
Pickett decided to venture out on
his own. In 1997, Pickett Logging,
Inc. was born. Today, the company
purchases their own timber and

hauls to numerous mills in Florida
and Georgia.
“We are proud to recognize
the Picketts for their outstanding
achievements and job performance,”
said FFA Executive Vice President
Alan Shelby. “Their involvement
in promoting the logging profession in their community and their
strong sense of family speak well of
our industry.”

Sustainability Award: Bill Cleckley
W illiam O. “Bill” Cleckley, the
Northwest Florida Water Management District’s Director of Land
Management and Acquisition, was
recognized as the recipient of Audubon Florida’s Sustainable Forestry
Award.
“Throughout his 26 years at the
District, Bill has shown an unwavering commitment to protecting and
restoring Florida’s treasured water
and land resources,” said NWFWMD
Executive Director Jon Steverson
when he presented the award at the
Florida Forestry Association’s annual
meeting. “Thanks to his leadership
and dedication, the District has developed one of the most active restoration and recreational programs in the
South and natural communities across
the Panhandle continue to thrive.”
During his tenure with the District,
Cleckley has helped acquire more than
122,000 acres key to the protection
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and preservation of Florida’s water
resources. He also oversees 212,371
acres of District-owned property and
more than 12,400 acres of conservation easements. Using his forestry
expertise to focus on habitat restoration, he has led efforts to reforest
more than 11,000 acres of longleaf
pine uplands and restore groundcover on thousands of acres of upland
and wetland wiregrass habitats.
“Bill Cleckley has done an excellent job of managing and restoring
the District’s public lands, which are
a resource for people and wildlife
alike,” said Eric Draper, Audubon
Florida Executive Director. “Anyone
who has used the District’s lands for
recreation knows that they provide
a gateway to a wonderful assemblage of springs, forests and rivers.
Audubon is proud to be associated
with the Florida Forestry Association
in presenting this award.”

Legislator of the Year:
Representative
p
Jimmy Patronis

Senator Greg Evers

Rep. Jimmy Patronis, R-Panama City, is no
str
stranger
to the issues facing the Florida forest
industry. Patronis has always been an aggressive
ind
supporter of private property rights and less
su
government. Recently, he passed a sweeping
go
measure streamlining the regulatory process and
m
reforming the environmental permitting process.
re
A lifelong resident of Bay County, Patronis
works as a pa
partner in the family business alongside his
father, uncle and brothers at Captain Anderson’s Restaurant
& Market. The Patronis name represents a legacy of hard
work, family loyalty, and commitment to their community.
First elected to the House in 2006, Patronis quickly established himself as a leader and ﬁscal conservative. With his
common sense business approach, this year he was named
Chair of the House Economic Affairs Committee.
Patronis is a family man, a small business owner, and a true
friend of forestry. The Florida Forestry Association is grateful
for his service and commitment to the forest industry and
was proud to honor him as its 2012 Legislator of the Year.

Raised in Santa Rosa County, Sen. Greg
reg
Evers is a farmer and small businessman
an
who brings that experience and common
on
sense approach to the Legislature. Evers
rs
was ﬁrst elected to the House in 2001,,
and subsequently elected to the Senate
e
in 2010.
From his ﬁrst day on the job, Everss
quickly established himself as a determined
ined advocate for agriculture. He successfully fought to pass
legislation to increase truck weights; he is a vocal
defender of private property rights. No matter the
issue, if it stands to beneﬁt forestry or agriculture
in Florida, Evers is always an aggressive supporter
willing to lead the charge.
Evers takes his commitment to his constituents
seriously. The Florida Forestry Association is grateful for his unwavering commitment to the forest
industry and was pleased to honor him as its 2012
Legislator of the Year.
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HAROLD MIKELL’S
Distinguished Service
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T

ime spent with Distinguished Service Awardwinner Harold Mikell is
a lesson in both history
and statesmanship.
Now 86, Mikell has retired from
two successful careers; ﬁrst in forestry, then in politics. The accomplishments he garnered in either
would make any man proud.
Combined, they are a testament to
a life well-lived in service to others.
Mikell’s interest in forestry took
root his senior year in high school
when he planted trees on the family
property in Trenton, Florida, as part
of a project for the Future Farmers of
America. Sixty-nine years later, some
of those trees have stood the tests
of time and progress. While most
were taken down when the property
was developed, six remain standing
outside the Farm Credit of North
Florida ofﬁces in Trenton. (Pictured
below: Mikell beside one of “his” trees
with David Welch and Claude Crapps)
“I was told they started to cut
them down one time,” Mikell
recalled, “but the local manager
remembered that I was the one
who had planted them so they left
them there.”

After high school, Mikell served
in the Naval Air Corps for two years
during World War II. Pointing to the
very back of a model of the plane he
ﬂew in, he explained, “That’s where
I sat. I was the radio operator and
tail-gunner. I got that job because
it was the least desirable. I was the
youngest member of the crew, so I
had to take it.”
Upon returning from the war,
Mikell enrolled in the University of
Florida’s School of Forestry. He also
resumed dating the woman who
would become his wife, Juanita
Beauchamp. “We had been onagain-off-again since she ﬁrst started
chasing me when she was in the
fourth grade and I was in the sixth,”
he said with a decided twinkle in his
eye. “After I returned from service,
we became serious. I graduated, got
married, and started working for the
Florida Forest Service (FFS) all within
a month.” (Pictured top right)
Mikell began his career with FFS
as an Apprentice Forester. He steadily
moved up through the ranks, retiring as the division’s director 41 years
later. Over the span of those four
decades, Mikell was recognized for
a variety of accomplishments, but
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perhaps his greatest single area of
achievement lay in ﬁre prevention.
He developed ﬁre protection organizations for rural areas, a pattern
replicated by other forestry organizations across the country. In 1990,
the year before he retired, he was
presented with the National Bronze
Smokey Bear Award for his outstanding ﬁre prevention efforts.
Phil Gornicki, FFA’s Director of
Regulatory Affairs, worked for Mikell
at FFS for 14 years before joining
the Association’s staff. “… Harold
exempliﬁes the ﬁnest qualities of
America’s ‘greatest generation:’ loyalty, integrity, and selﬂess devotion
to his work,” he said. “He was and
remains one of Florida’s most valued
stalwarts of the forestry profession.”
The Florida of Mikell’s early career
was vastly different than the Florida
of today. He described an undeveloped state with a much smaller
population and fewer demands on
its resources; a transportation system
minus crowded interstate highways;
a land, in fact, still operating as free
range. In 2013 that might ring of old
westerns played on the silver screen,
but Mikell recalled it created very
real contention between cattlemen
and foresters back in the day.
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Although the cattle industry originally resisted Gov. Fuller Warren’s
efforts to instate fence laws, he noted
that it had ultimately turned out to
be a very positive turn of events for
them, creating an environment that
fostered upgraded pasturelands and
herds. With the pragmatic wisdom
that he is known for, he offered,
“Sometimes the things you think
are bad turn out to be the best thing
that could have happened for you.
You just don’t know it when it’s
happening.”
Being the true diplomat that he
is, Mikell was quick to note that any

problems created by the free range
issue are now literally history. Today,
he said, the two industries work very
well together and often help each
other; a divisive issue led to a solid
partnership.
Not only has the state transformed, Florida’s governmental
structure has changed considerably
in Mikell’s time as well. As part of the
massive Government Reorganization
Act of 1969, FFS was moved to the
Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services (DACS); Doyle
Conner was serving as Commissioner.
“We were fortunate to work
under Commissioner Conner,” Mikell
said. “He had an understanding of
forestry that allowed us to do the
things that we needed to do.” And
do them they did. From planting billions of trees to initiating prescribed
burns, in the ensuing years Mikell
and his coworkers at DACS transformed the landscape of the state.
(Pictured at left)
After retiring from DACS, he
and wife Juanita built a crackerstyle home on land they owned in
their native Gilchrist County. The
property is a certiﬁed Tree Farm
and Stewardship Forest. It was this
enterprise that Mikell expected to
ﬁll his days once his days at the
Department were over. (Pictured
top right)
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With his own tree farm, Mikell
remained active in the Society of
American Foresters. On their behalf,
he met with then-Congressman Pete
Peterson. That meeting turned into
a six-month appointment as district
liaison with the agricultural industry,
environmental groups and related
federal agencies. When Peterson
accepted an ambassadorship to
Vietnam, Mikell continued working
with his successor, Rep. Alan Boyd.
Mikell ﬁnally retired from his “temporary” position 17 years later.
When asked about his achievements, Mikell credits the secret of
his successes to one key element:
the people around him.
“Regardless of what you’re doing,
it’s a matter of people. I’ve been fortunate to have been surrounded by
good people,” he said. “You have
to learn to appreciate the other fellow’s concerns and try the best you
can. You have to have the ability
to understand that’s how you get
things done. So much of success and
life is about helping people.”
According to Mike Joyner,
Assistant Commissioner at DACS
now who has known and worked
with Mikell for the past two decades,
this philosophy has been the cornerstone of Mikell’s life.
“Public service and leadership
have deﬁned Mr. Mikell’s life,” he
said. “As a mentor of mine, he made
a lasting impact on my early career
and continues to set an example for
me to follow.”

Mikell’s outreach is not limited to
those with whom he has worked.
An avid supporter of his beloved
University of Florida, he has been
instrumental in efforts to rebuild the
school’s Austin Cary Memorial Forest
Learning Center; the library there
will be named in his and Juanita’s
honor. His generosity will impact
countless people who will pass
through its doors.
Although Mikell’s professional
achievements have a lasting impact,
his most important legacy lies even
closer to his heart than forestry, government service or the Gators: his
family. He and Juanita are the proud
parents of one daughter, Patti, who
is married to Will Booth; their girls,
Lacey and Annie, are their grandfather’s pride and joy. (Pictured below)
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The walls and shelves in his home
are lined with an impressive array of
photographs of Mikell and his family,
happy testaments to a life well lived.
Mingled with those photographs,
the awards on his walls reﬂect the
gratitude of those he has so graciously served over his career. He
remains humble despite the many
awards. “If you’ve lived as long as I
have,” he explained with a smile, “a
lot of good things happen to you.”
That’s especially true when you
use the time as Mikell has.
Joyner agreed that Mikell has
made a lasting difference: “Florida
agriculture and our state have beneﬁted greatly from his lifetime of
contributions.”
And so has everyone who has the
good fortune to know him.
●
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Salute to Service

Florida Forest Service Hosts
Wounded Veterans on State Forests
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Under the OOF program, hunters participate in turkey, deer,
hog, and quail hunts on state forests throughout Florida during
the appropriate seasons. Also, OOF hunts are equipped to
accommodate any range of service-related injuries to ensure a
quality hunt experience.

Hosted on Twin Rivers State Forest in Hamilton County, veterans hunted turkey,
shot skeet, and relaxed with Florida Forest Service staff from the Suwannee
District.
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Operation Outdoor Freedom
began in spring 2010 with a turkey hunt on Lake Wales Ridge
State Forest in Polk County, Florida.
Working in partnership with the
Wounded Warrior Project, OOF
was able to host a guided hunt for
10 veterans in the ﬁrst year. OOF
has continued its relationship with
the Wounded Warrior Project and
since that time expanded to hosting 11 guided hunts on state forests
in Santa Rosa, Gadsden, Hamilton,
Duval, Clay, Putnam, Hernando,
and Polk counties. Unguided hunt
opportunities are also being offered
for the 2012-2013 hunting seasons
on state forests in Bay, Sarasota, and
Collier counties.

that the OOF hunts play a major role
in their rehabilitation efforts while
overcoming injuries.
The weekend-long hunts are
completely funded through private
donations and support. Veterans
participate at no charge. Hunting
areas are engineered to accommodate any veteran, despite his or her
range of injuries. Hunters are also
outﬁtted with the necessary hunting
gear from camouﬂage to guns and
ammo. Florida Forest Service personnel and local hunting groups provide

operational support and serve as
guides to the hunters.
Despite the current economic
times, businesses and citizens around
the state are reaching deep to donate
wherever possible. Whether it’s $5
or $5,000, OOF is truly a grassroots
effort that allows for Floridians to say
“Thank You.” Operation Outdoor
Freedom hunts are currently being
planned for the 2013 hunting season. To get involved or become a
corporate sponsor, visit www.operationoutdoorfreedom.com.
●

We appreciate strong roots at Farm Credit.

Camp Prairie was funded, built, and
dedicated by private supporters of
Operation Outdoor Freedom on Lake
Wales Ridge State Forest. The facility
features a pavilion and summer kitchen,
with bunk houses to be completed in
2013.

Another facet of OOF, new in
2012, was the expansion of hunts
onto private landowner property.
In fact, 17 cattleman landowners
and 21 forest landowners agreed
to host wounded veterans for a hunt.
Commissioner Putnam also hosted
several wounded veterans on his private ranch over the 2012 Veterans
Day weekend with a 100 percent
harvest rate. By the end of the spring
2013 hunting season, OOF will have
hosted 52 hunts and served more
than 314 wounded veterans.
For many of these men and
women, OOF hunts are the ﬁrst
opportunity they’ve had to spend
any amount of time outdoors, much
less enjoy recreation, since returning
home. In fact, hunters often mention

Join the cooperative that has been providing dependable credit to
agri-business owners since 1916.

866.824.5626
 Ǥ 
Specializing in loans and leasing products for Florida Forestry members.
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Teaching the Teacher:

The Florida Forestry Teachers’ Tour

As part of the tour, teachers visit Camp Blanding to
see how forests are managed amidst a variety of other
purposes, including military exercises and threatened/
endangered species such as the red-cockaded woodpecker.

E

very year, the Florida Forest Ser vice and Florida
Forestry Association host 45 of Florida’s best and
brightest educators to witness forestry in Northeast
Florida on the Florida Forestry Teachers’ Tour.
“By educating the teachers of tomorrow’s voting populations, this tour works to ensure forestry is a viable and sustainable
industry for generations to come,” said Jim Karels, state forester
for the Florida Forest Service.
The tour gives teachers an up-close, transparent look into all
facets of the industry. Participants experience forestry from planting to consumer consumption, while learning about the variety
of management techniques used to meet the plethora of goals
and objectives desired throughout the industry.
Visits to state and federal forestlands showcase the variety of
forest management techniques used in Florida. At Camp Blanding,
guides explain the challenges of managing the forest around
threatened/endangered species while providing practice areas for
national security. Guided tours of various industry sites, including

The Weeks family host teachers on their plantation
showcasing family tree farming and the importance of
passing along family silviculture practices.

At the Rayonier stop teachers use clinometers to measure
tree height. At the same stop, teachers witness a Rayonier
harvesting operation, GIS technology, SFI, and various
forest management practices.
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the RockTenn box plant, West Fraser
in Florida, but it also illustrates the
and consequently educated thousaw mill, and Renessenz chemical
joint effort required to guarantee the
sands of students on the complexity,
laboratory, illustrate the complexity
industry’s longevity.”
sustainability, usefulness, and benof meeting ever-changing market
The Florida Forestry Teachers’
eﬁts of Florida’s forestry industry.
demands while balancing environTour began in 2002 through a partTo get involved or for tour informental standards.
nership with the Tempered Forest
mation, contact Katelyn Crow
Industry stops are contrasted
Foundation, Florida Division of
Landrum, tour coordinator with
with visits to the Weeks’ family tree
Forestry (now Florida Forest Service)
the Florida Forest Service, at katefarm and DeeDot Ranch, where the
and Florida Forestry Association.
lyn.landrum@freshfromﬂorida.com
focus shifts to passing down famAfter the inaugural tour, the tour
or call her at 850-922-7030. Also,
ily legacies and providing sportswas left to the state forestry organiview tour photos online at Facebook.
man’s retreats. If available, teachers
zations. Since its beginning, the tour
com/FloridaStateForests.
●
also visit a harvesting and logging
has served more than 450 teachers
operation on Rayonier property. At
the operation, educators are given
Superior Trees, Inc.
on-site education about best manP. O. Drawer 9400
Lee, FL 32059
agement practices and cruising
Phone: (850) 971-5159
concepts.
Fax: (850) 971-5416
“Of all the tour stops, the harvestE-mail: superiortrees@centurylink.net
Web: www.superiortrees.net
ing operation consistently provides
Southeastern Wood Producers Assoc. Inc
Wholesale growers of bareroot pine, hardwood,
P. O. Box 9
the biggest ‘Ah-Ha!’ moment for
cypress and cedar seedlings. Quality longleaf
101 First Street
pine tublings available. Also, wholesale grower of
teachers, even those who are from623648_Southeastern.indd
Hilliard, FL 32046 1 15/01/13 4:59 AM
numerous native trees, shrubs, palms, perennials
Phone: (904) 845-7133
logging communities,” said Jennifer
and grasses in containers sized 1-30 gallons.
Fax:
(904)
845-7345
Hart, tour coordinator and forester
Seedlings and container plants available for wildlife
E-mail: info@swpa.ag
food plots. Call for a free catalog.
for the Florida Forest Service in the
Web: www.swpa.ag
Executive Director: Tommy Carroll, Florida Programs:
Jacksonville District. “At that stop,
Harley Forest Products, LLC
Mia Wade. Founded by Loggers for Loggers The
P.O. Box 1749
even the staunchest environmentalvoice of logging and trucking in Florida and Georgia.
Lake City, FL 32056-1749
ists understand the importance and
No charge to members for continuing education
Phone: (386) 752-3376
save
thousands
of
dollars
through
the
SWPA
sustainability of logging instead of
Fax: (386) 752-0379
Purchase Power Partner Network. Contact us for a
E-mail: harl3228@bellsouth.net
just a nuisance on the roads.”
free copy of our publications
Harley Forest Products, serving North Florida and
Tour stops are paired with Project
Southern Georgia’s timber harvesting needs since
2000. A family business, owned and operated by
Learning Tree (PLT) activities, which
Joe Harley, an association member for more than
provide take-home lessons for teachthirty years. Over 35 years of experience in timber
ers to implement in their classrooms.
procurement and harvesting, Harley Forest Products
specializes in buying and harvesting all types of timber.
Teachers earn continuing education
credits and are given ﬁrst-class food
and accommodations while on the
tour. The goal of the tour is not only
One company with a 35-year Legacy
to educate teachers on the importance of the forestry industry, but
of Superior Services
also give them an experience unlike
any other they’ve had as an educator, Hart said.
Of all those involved, the tour
would not be possible without the
contributions of industry and tourstop sponsors. Sponsorships through
OĜces:ȱ
NRPSȱDivisions:ȱ
the Florida Forestry Association
LAKE CITY, FL
(386)ȱ438Ȭ5896ȱ
account for more than 80% of the
LEGACY FORESTRY SERVICES
GAINESVILLE, FL
tour funding, with the Florida Forest
LEGACY WILDLIFE SERVICES
(352)ȱ378Ȭ8966ȱ
Service donating employee time to
LEGACY APPRAISAL SERVICES
SAN ANTONIO, FL
plan and coordinate the tour.
LEGACY REALTY SERVICES
LEGACY REALTY SERVICES
(352)ȱ588Ȭ2580ȱ
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
“The Teachers’ Tour is a tribute to
FORT VALLEY, GA
LEGACY ARBORIST SERVICESȱ
the public/private partnerships that
(352) 258Ȭ2693
unite our industry,” said Karels. “Not
www.NRPSforesters.com www.LegacyWildlife.com www.MossyOakProperties.com
only does the tour provide a view
into the technical nature of forestry

classifieds

For land, timber, and wildlife
resources, we have the experience and
expertise you need.
ȱ

ȱ

ȱ

ȱ
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Liability Insurance
Protects From Lawsuits
Landowners and Hunters Need to
Consider Their Legal Liability

F

By Ed Wilson

ormalized hunting clubs
and land leases are very
common throughout
Florida. As private landowners continue to promote hunting leases and our
society remains litigious, both
landowners and hunters need to
consider their legal liability. These
concerns are valid as both landowners and hunters assume some
degree of legal risk.
Over the past 10 years, liability insurance has become a standard hunting lease requirement. In
many cases, private and corporate
landowners actually require liability
insurance before the hunting lease
is ﬁnalized.
Although frequently required, this
insurance is often misunderstood.
Simply stated, liability insurance is
designed to provide coverage for
hunting clubs and their members
for acts for which they could be
held legally responsible. The main
misconception with hunting liability
insurance is the basic intent of liability. This type of insurance coverage
is not for accidents that necessarily
occur to you — it is designed to protect you from accidents that harmed
someone else and you might be held
responsible for that injury. (A simple
guideline: Can you be sued by someone for that person’s injury?)
Liability is based on common law
or negligence. Common law looks
at it as: You have a responsibility;
you failed in that responsibility; and
that caused a person to be injured
or harmed. If an injury occurs to
you because of your own actions, a
liability policy is not the appropriate

coverage for this kind of accident.
(You can’t sue yourself.)
If you want coverage for your own
accidents, you may want to consider
an accident policy for your members.
The driving force for hunting liability insurance is landowners who are
concerned about their responsibility for liability from a hunting club
leasing their property. It has been
a standard corporate practice for
landowners to require liability insurance for anyone who is working on
Florida Forests 18 Spring/Summer 2013

their property (consultant foresters,
logging contractors, or other contractors). Hunting club liability is an
extension of this coverage.
The landowner wants to cover
their liability from the hunting club
leasing the property. This coverage
would respond for accidents caused
by you to another person (a third
party). As a named insured, the
hunting club will also have liability
protection for accidents caused to a
third party.

What is a General
Liability Policy?
In most cases, a general liability
(GL) policy is constructed based on
a standard insurance services ofﬁce
(ISO) form. This form provides the
foundation for very broad liability
protection for landowners and hunting clubs. Although it is considered a
standard form, the wording can be
confusing. Unlike a normal property
insurance policy that describes what
is covered, the general liability policy
explains what is not covered. Such
policy construction leads to confusion and misunderstanding about the
coverage available under this general
liability form.
The general liability insuring policy
agrees to pay for “those sums that
the insured becomes legally obligated to pay as damages because of
bodily injury or property damage to
which the insurance applies. We will
have the right and duty to defend
the insured against any suit seeking
those damages…” This is a very broad
statement that could potentially

624563_Allstar.indd 1

provide liability protection to an
insured for anything for which the
entity is legally responsible. Without
exclusions, this insuring agreement
would be considered so broad that
it would be either too expensive or
unavailable in the market place. Thus,
even though the general liability form
is very comprehensive, it is shaped
by what exclusions are present on
the policy.
For landowners and hunting clubs,
it is very important that wording be
included for hunting activities and
operations, and that additional exclusions are not added that limit the normal hunting club/timberland owner’s
activities.
Elements of general liability insurance forms for landowners/hunting
clubs should include:
1. Member-to-member liability coverage for cross-member liability
claims.
2. Guest liability coverage to provide
coverage to the club for acts of
their guests.
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3. Landowners as additional insured
must have coverage for acts of the
hunting club.
4. No exclusionary endorsements
should be present for activities
speciﬁc to timberland or hunting
operations such as tree stands,
ATVs, ﬁrearms, logging and lumbering, and/or ﬁre.
Hunting club liability insurance
is designed to lessen the risk associated with occurrences caused by
the hunting club (or members and
guests) and landowners. Clearly, all
hunters and landowners should be
aware of the risks they take by not
having adequate liability insurance.
It’s simply not worth risking all of your
personal assets or your family’s security due to unfortunate accidents or
acts of your hunting club members/
guests.
●
Ed Wilson, PhD, co-founded Outdoor
Underwriters Inc. in 2008. As vice president, he manages all aspects of their
forestry-related insurance products. He
is also a certiﬁed forester.
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PRODUCTS & SEVICES MARKETPLACE

SUPPORT THE FLORIDA FORESTRY
www.blantonscontainernursery.org

Blanton’s

LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY
MADISON • FLORIDA

We Specialize in Top Quality Containerized
Improved & Natural Stand Longleaf
Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)

1091 NE Daylily Ave.
Madison, FL 32340
Phone/Fax 850-973-2967
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Timber Mart-South
Timber Price Reporting Service
• Hardwood & Pine
• Stumpage & Delivered
www.TimberMart-South.com
Email: tmart@uga.edu
Phone: 706-542-4756
Fax: 706-542-1670

• Logging Rates & Biomass
• Quarterly Reports
• Historical Data

Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources
The University of Georgia • Athens GA 30602 USA

BAREROOT PINE SEEDLINGS
LOBLOLLY AND SLASH
( 2.0 Gen & Advanced Cycle )

CONTAINERIZED PINE SEEDLINGS
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International Forest Company

LOBLOLLY ( 2.0 Gen & Advanced Cycle )
LONGLEAF ( Native & Improved )

BAREROOT & CONTAINERIZED HARDWOOD
OVER 25 SPECIES AVAILABLE
Moultrie, GA

1-800-633-4506
www.interforestry.com
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Log A Load for Kids®:

Help, Hope and Health

Chil
Children
C
Ch
hili dren hospitalized
h
at Sacred Heart over the holidays also enjoyed receiving
gifts
g
gi
iftts from
m Santa, thanks to many caring people taking time to share their
Christmas
C
Ch
hri
hri
rist
s ma
as spirit: (L-R) Kerry Eaton, COO, Sacred Heart Health System; Shane
Reeves;
R
Re
eev
eves
e ; Betty
B
Moore (Mrs. Claus); Susan Vickery; Eddie Knowles (Santa); Tom
Ca
C
ath
they; C
Cathey;
Cindy Gibbs (Elf); Deborah Cathey; Gwen Parker; Meghan Kamau;
Bob
B
Bo
ob Mo
M
Moore;
o Marina Holley, Sacred Heart Foundation; Betty Jo Lambert; Dillon
Lambert;
LLa
amb
mbert;
t; Ted Parker.

I

mag
magine
g
for one horrifying moment that your child has
been
bee
e diagnosed with a serious illness. There is treatment
that
at might save his life; but no matter how you try to work
it, yyou can’t pay for it. What would you do?
Sadly, this scenario is no stretch of the imagination for
S
thousands
tth
hou
ousan
n of families across the country today. Soaring medical
costs
cco
osstt s co
coupled
o
with a declining economy put far too many of our
nation’s
na
n
ati
t on’s
’s children at risk of going without life-saving treatments.
This
T
his iis not a new problem, however. It was more than a quarter
of a cen
of
century
n
ago that a group of caring individuals joined together
to ccreate
to
r atte a program to help those in need, and Log A Load For Kids®
re
was
w
wa
as born.
borr Through this nationwide giving campaign, the forestry
> continued on page 22

Santa (Eddie Knowles) holding a precious little
patient at Sacred Heart.
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> continued from p
page
g 21

Travis Glidden (L) and Lee Grandquest
beat 161 other teams to win the 16th
Log a Load for Kids bass tournament in
Stockton, AL. The team’s five-fish limit
weighed 16.63 pounds (Press-Register/
Jeff Dute).

community contributes to local hospitals afﬁliated with Children’s Miracle
Network (CMN) to provide medical
care to kids in need whose families
cannot pay for treatment.
Children’s hospitals within CMN
have pledged to provide services
regardless of clients’ ability to pay.
Contributions to Log A Load For
Kids® help cover the ﬁnancial deﬁcits
that can be created by fulﬁlling this
pledge. Campaigns can also be speciﬁcally dedicated to raising funds
for special projects.
2012 LOG A LOAD® FOR
CHILDREN FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Ride for Miracles
March 3, 2012
Amsterdam
Tree Farm
Amsterdam, GA
$12,906.87
16th Annual Log
A Load Bass
Tournament and
Live Auction
April 21, 2012
Live Oak Landing
Stockton, AL
$18,673.32

Log A Load Golf
Classic
May 22, 2012
Sunny Hills
Golf Course
Sunny Hills, FL
$13,093.37
18th Annual
Tommy Usher
Log A Load Golf
Tournament
September 20,
2012
Chiefland Golf and
Country Club
Chiefland, FL
$30,003.75

Since 1995, Florida’s forestry
community has raised more than
$1.7 million for the following CMNafﬁliated hospitals:
• Children’s Hospital at Sacred
Heart, Pensacola
• Shands Hospital at the University
of Florida, Gainesville
• Wolfson Children’s Hospital and the
pediatric programs at University
Medical Center, Jacksonville
• All Children’s Hospital, St. Petersburg
• Miami Children’s Hospital, Miami
Originally the money was raised
through donations equaling the cost
of one load of logs. Today, volunteers
host a variety of fund-raising events:
golf and ﬁshing tournaments; poker

runs and bike rides; skeet shoots;
auctions; and memorials, to name
some of the most popular. The scope
of events is as creative as the people
who hold them.
Lynetta Usher Griner, president
of the Florida Forestry Association
(FFA), commended the dedication
of the FFA members who support
the program. “They are the backbone and heart of Log A Load for
Kids®. It takes a lot of work, time and
energy to do what they do. We can
give a dollar ﬁgure for the amount
of money they raise, but there is no
way to put a price tag on the help
and the hope they provide to the
families who beneﬁt.”
●
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Help Rebuild the Austin Cary
Memorial Forest Learning Center

The Fl
Th
Florida
id Forestry
F
t Association
A
i ti
is
i
helping rebuild the University of Florida’s
Austin Cary Memorial Forest (ACMF)
Classroom/Conference Center. This signiﬁcant building to forestry burned to the
ground on July 19, 2011.
The School of Forest Resources and
Conservation (SFRC) faculty, students,
friends and other volunteers, provided
the resources to build the initial Center in
1986. Through the years, ACMF served the
SFRC and other UF Students, the forestry
profession and the broader community
with some 5,000 visitors each year. The
Center was also used for meetings for nongovernmental organizations, the county
commission and other governmental
groups, as well as many other functions,
including social events such as weddings.
All who visited the Center experienced the
quiet solitude of the forest on the drive
in and enjoyed the view of the lake - and
its resident alligator - from the Center’s
deck. For many, this was their ﬁrst visit to
the woods; just being there raised their
awareness of our forests and their value.
Hopes are to rebuild and rename
the structure the Austin Cary Memorial
Forest Learning Center. It is projected
that the new Center will be able to serve
25,000 visitors each year as a result of
expanded capacity including breakout
rooms; new targeted programs; superior
IT and Internet technology additions; and
enhanced marketing. Whether you are an
alumnus, friend, or just someone who can
imagine the importance that this Center
brings to our business and heritage, we
encourage you to consider making a ﬁnancial contribution in support of this effort.

A fund has been established through the Florida Forestry
Foundation (FFF) to collect donations. FFF is a nonproﬁt 501(c)
(3) organization. Your donations are fully tax-deductible to
the extent allowable by law. Checks should be made payable to
the Florida Forestry Foundation and mailed to the FFA ofﬁce.
Invoices are available upon request.
For more information, please visit www.sfrc.uﬂ.edu/Learning_Center.
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Beneﬁt in any market
with our FlexStand™ System.

Our FlexStand™ System provides a higher economic return on your investment in any market.
Whether it’s biomass or sawtimber, combining the best pine genetics of open pollinated (OP),
MCP Seedlings® and our varietal SuperTree Seedlings™ in a single acre will ensure that your
your free FlexStand™ System Planting Guide call 1-888-888-7158 today.

MCP Seedling® is a registered trademark of ArborGen Inc.

