
 

            RINGING IN THE HOLIDAYS ONE TOY AT A TIME… 

The holidays seem to arrive earlier and earlier every year!  At 
Walking Shield, it’s a very special time as we prepare to distribute 
thousands of toys, games, educational supplies and other items as 
part of our Holiday Gift Distribution Program.   Santa’s workshop 

is officially open and we are looking for volun-
teers to help fill our toy list requests.  Every 
year we provide gifts to approximately 40 
tribes and 20 off-reservation Indian communi-
ties.  As always, we are looking for new 
sources of toy donations or monetary contribu-
tions to help further the cause.  Please contact 
us if you would like to help us spread the cheer 
by filling toy orders, donating toys or make a monetary donation. 

Fall/Winter 2019 

     WALKING SHIELD, INC.
 Serving American Indian Families over 30 years 

It was another beautiful day in October as golfers gath-
ered to support Walking Shield’s 9th Annual Golf Tour-
nament.  Over 80 golfers enjoyed 18 holes on the beauti-
ful Barona Creek Golf Course in Lakeside, California.  
Refreshments were provided by Coca Cola, and tradi-
tional Indian tacos were served for lunch on the course 
between the 9th and 10th 
holes.  Following the 

round of golf, a delicious dinner was served, tournament 
contest winners were announced and everyone enjoyed 
the raffle, silent and live auction.  A heartfelt thank you 
to our sponsors and to all who donated items. A complete 
list can found on page 7 of this newsletter.     

9TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT WRAP-UP
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Walking Shield, in partnership with OneSight conducted three vision clinics in 2019.  The 
vision clinics provided a comprehensive eye exam for all attendees.  Individuals that need-
ed glasses received a brand-new pair that were made onsite the same day.  The clinics were 
conducted on the Blackfeet Reservation in Browning, Montana, the Elk Valley Rancheria 
in Crescent City, California and the Karuk Tribe in Yreka, California. 

The Blackfeet Vision Clinic was held in June and was well-attended by children and adults 
alike.  A total of 1,483 eye examinations were administered of which 87% needed glasses.  
Those who needed glasses were able to choose from over 120 frames varying in styles and 
colors.  Approximately 95% of these glasses were made onsite.  The 
balance of glasses that required specialized lenses were sent to the 
OneSight labs in Cincinnati and delivered to the tribe 2 weeks later. 

The Blackfeet Vision Clinic was very 
unique because it was held in the summer 
from June 3 to June 7, 2019.  The previous 
year, we conducted a vision clinic during the 
school year with a focus on the students.  
While we were, there the Tribal Council re-
quested another clinic be offered to the en-
tire community in 2019. 
The effort required some intense strategic 
planning to be able to achieve a community-wide family event that 
would be a success for all those involved.  One of the greatest chal-
lenges in rural communities such as Blackfeet is transportation.  Of-

ten times families need to decide between gas in the car or food on the table.    

A Brighter Day the OneSight Way 
 

Blackfeet Reservation, Montana 

“Running Bull, 6, and Pretty Bird Woman, 4, just received their new pair of glasses and 
their Native American names. OneSight and the wonderful OneSight Team helped to give 
them each a much needed eye exam and a pair of prescription glasses. 
An elder in the Blackfoot tribe was the one who actually gave them their Native American 
names. Last week, they presented the elder with gifts for the naming ceremony. Their gifts 
included a blanket, sage, sweet grass, and tobacco. They will receive their Indian name on-
ly once in their life, making this a very special occasion. With a new 

pair of glasses and their new perfectly suited 
names, the sky is the limit for this bruiser and 
this sweet little girl. 
Their mother Konki, 34, also received a pair of 
glasses and told us of the challenges in getting 
seen at the nearby hospital for vision care. She 
reported that it can often take up to 3 months.” 

  Pretty Bird  Woman       Running Bull 
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The OneSight clinic in Cres-
cent City, California involved 
three tribes and the Del Norte 
School District.   The host tribe 
was the Elk Valley Rancheria 
and the collaborating tribes 
were the Yurok Tribe and the 
Tolowa  Dee-Ni’ Nation. 

Our goal was to help approximately 1,000 students and adults at the vision clinic which 
was conducted during the week of September 23 to September 27, 2019.  We assisted 968 
individuals with a complete eye exam of which 54% needed glasses.  As with Blackfeet, 
95% of the glasses were made onsite, the balance was made offsite and sent back to tribal 

leadership.  Del Norte School 
Superintendent Jeff Harris visit-
ed the clinic and commented on 
how organized the process was, 
from transportation to the event 
to ultimately receiving their 
new pair of glasses.   

Elk Valley Rancheria in Crescent City, California 

A Brighter Day the OneSight Way 
 
  

 

Walking Shield’s final OneSight clinic was in collaboration with the Karuk Tribe and sev-
eral of the surrounding schools in the Yreka area.  As with the other two tribes, Walking 
Shield Staff met with Tribal Council and school officials multiple times throughout the 

year to ensure a successful effort.  We assisted 1,360 individuals with complete eye exams 
and 993 needed glasses.  Most glasses were made on-site and the balance were sent to the 
tribe two weeks later. 

 

 

 

Karuk Tribe in Yreka, California 
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Meet and Greet at Walking Shield’s Open House 

On July 15 we hosted an Open House to introduce our new Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(WIOA) program at our office in Costa Mesa.  The event was a success!  We had over 90 guests that in-
cluded staff from United American Indian Involvement (UAII), local city 
officials, school administrators, Walking Shield scholarship recipients 
and supporters of Walking Shield, to name a few.  Representatives from 
the offices of Congressman Harley Rouda and Assemblywoman Cottie 
Petrie-Norris attended and awarded Walking Shield with certificates of 
special recognition for our dedication to our American Indian Communi-

ty as well as the launch of our new 
Workforce Development and 
Training Program. Liz McNabb, 
District Coordinator for the 74th 
Assembly District, expressed the 
support of Assemblywoman Cottie 
Petrie-Norris.   
 
Strong relationships with our local 
government is a key component to 
the success of the WIOA Program and the surrounding community. 
Dr. Castillo and Walking Shield  Associ-
ate Marvin Thurman met Assemblywom-
an Petrie-Norris in Sacramento to discuss 
our WIOA program in her district.  In 
continuing the search for employment 

and internship opportunities, Dr. Castillo is in contact with UC Irvine, one of 
the largest employers in Orange County. He has also met with administrators 
from Western University of Health Sciences in Pomona, California to discuss 
educational opportunities in the health field for our WIOA clients. At a meeting 
with Assemblyman James Ramos, the topic of discussion was employment op-

portunities with the trade unions. Assemblyman 
Ramos has introduced state legislation to support 
these efforts.  Additionally, he pledges to help 
support American Indians enrolling in vocational 
training that is offered by these trade unions. 
UAII and Walking Shield staff met with Christo-
pher Thompson, Vice President of Local Affairs 
at Southern California Edison to discuss intern-
ship and direct employment opportunities.   
    
Our collaboration with Working Wardrobes and the Employment Develop-
ment Department’s Cal Jobs One Stop office has provided valuable  re-
sources to better serve our clients with clothing assistance,   interviewing 
skills and workshops to include resume writing, computer skills and much 
more.   

 
We are currently providing resources and guidance to 20 clients in the Workforce Program  
 

Workforce Development Update 
 

 

 
 

L-R: Katie Riggs, Ashley Vlcan 
(Working Wardrobes), Lynda 
Gonzales, Patty Boris (Walking 
Shield) 

Representatives from Congressman 
Harley Rouda’s office with Dr. John 
Castillo 

Liz McNabb (center), Assistant to Assem-
blywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris flanked by 
UAII and Walking Shield staff.  

Dr. Castillo with Assembly-
woman Cottie Petrie-Norris 
and Marvin Thurman 
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Education 
 
Walking Shield was able to assist over 1,000 students with scholar-
ships, wraparound services and college preparation activities in 2019.  
Walking Shield's Education Program Emergency Fund provided 223 
students with financial assistance to include books, tuition, housing as-
sistance, gas, food and living expenses. An additional 800 students re-
ceived wraparound services to include FAFSA workshops, academic 
advisement, mentoring/coaching services and college application assis-
tance during the 2018-2019 academic year. 
In June of 2019, 20 students graduated from our program with college 
degrees. During this academic year our Education Program awarded 64 
scholarships. Scholarship recipients also received wraparound services 

which include tutoring, mentoring and additional financial assistance 
for school related expenses College preparation is a key component of 
PARGE (Prepare, Retain, Admit, Graduate and Employ). In 2019, 

we expanded PARGE by increasing the amount of college prepara-
tion resources and increased the number of workshops in conjunc-
tion with academic advisement services. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

One of Walking Shield’s premiere programs is the Housing Relocation Program.  Walking Shield is the 
only nonprofit in the United States that has first right of refusal for excess homes for all military 
branches and in all 50 states.  The Department of Defense has valued these homes at $50,000 per home.  
To date, the 1,235 homes that Walking Shield has been able to transfer and relocate to reservations to-
tals a value of $61,750,000 million dollars. 
Currently, we have initiated the transfer agreement for another 22 houses from the Minot Air Force and 
the Three Affiliated Tribes in North Dakota.  In addition, the Spirit Lake Tribe in North Dakota re-
quested homes, as well as the balance of all the appliances currently in the homes available to be relo-

cated.  In late October 2019, we were informed that there are more homes in Pine Bluff Arkansas (built 
in 2008) that are available to be relocated.  We have contacted several tribes who are interested in these 
homes and who are in the process of hopefully having them transferred to them. 

Housing Relocation 

Military housing staged for relocation to a 
reservation  

Johnathan McGowan of the  
Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska, 
earned B.A. in Business Administra-
tion from California Polytechnic 
College, Pomona 

  Military house relocated to Turtle Mountain 
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INNOVATIVE READINESS TRAINING (IRT)  

Walking Shield has partnered with the Department of Defense to provide 
much needed assistance to reservations in need to help improve the quality of 

life within their communities.  The Innovative Readiness Training Program 
(IRT) provides infrastructure support (engineering) and healthcare assistance 

for American communities in need.  The IRT program is a joint service program under the Office of the 

Assistant Secretary of Defense/Reserve Affairs (OASD/RA). 

In 1994, Walking Shield, Inc., created Operation Walking Shield as a joint civil-military cooperative   
program.  This program is designed to offer opportunities for military personnel to utilize their skills and 
talents to improve the quality of life for Native Americans living on our nation’s Indian reservations, 
while at the same time enhancing their deployment readiness. 
The first Operation Walking Shield projects were strictly related to engineering.  However, in 2000 during 
an Operation Walking Shield infrastructure project (taking place on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South 
Dakota), a medical team accompanied the engineers in the event there were any health-related problems.  
Once on the reservation, the medical team became acutely aware of the urgent medical needs of the com-
munity and they began to assist at the local Indian Health Services hospital. After this successful assis-
tance, Walking Shield approached the Department of Defense to formalize health/dental care IRT rota-
tions as well as infrastructure projects for participating reserva-
tions. 
To date, Walking Shield’s coordinated medical deployments 
have provided much needed services to over 137,00 American 
Indians.  Hundreds of miles of roads, new bridges, dams, water 
wells, new homes and much more has been done to improve 
infrastructure conditions on reservations across the United 
States. In 2019, the IRT Program concentrated on healthcare 
deployments on the Hoopa Reservation in California, Spirit 
Lake in North Dakota and Fort Peck in Montana. 
In July 2019, Walking Shield met with the Pentagon’s IRT 
Commander Colonel Jay Scott and his staff to increase infra-
structure deployment and healthcare deployment across the 

United States for the upcoming years.  General Smiley from the 
California National Guard also attended this meeting and com-
mitted to do 2-3 healthcare deployments and at least one infra-

structure project per year in California.  The IRT program has 
made a huge difference in helping our Indian communities. 

 
 

 

 

An Overview…. 

Walking Shield Exec. Dir. Dr. John Castillo (center) 
and Program Manager  Marvin Thurman (far right) 
are pictured with Brigadier Gen. Jeffrey Smiley 
from CA National Guard (rt of Dr. Castillo) and   
Col. Jay Scott from the Pentagon (left of  Dr. Cas-
tillo) flanked by their representatives  

                   IRT HEALTHCARE STAFF 
                       ROUND VALLEY, CA 

IRT HEALTHCARE STAFF 
SANTA YNEZ TRIBAL INDIAN HEALTH, CA 
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       Thank you to our donors, sponsors and volunteers... 
 
 
 
Alyssa Flores 
Alliance 360 Insurance Solutions 
Anne O’Malley 
Aquarium of the Pacific 
Autry Museum of the American West 
Barona Band of Mission Indians 
Benny Muñoz 
California Community Foundation  
Carter’s Antioch 
Chicken Ranch Tribal Council 
Cleveland Golf 
Coca Cola 
Common Ground 
Crystal Lara 
Daniel Paez 
David Pimentel 
David Wilson’s Ford of Orange 
Dennis Tafoya 
Electron Plating III, Inc. 
Eugene Madrigal 
Erica Ben 
Estelle Pete 
Fidelity National Title Company 
Gary Wasoski 
Gene Webster 
Harrah’s Resort 
Harvelle’s Long Beach 
In-N-Out Burger 
Isabel Satala 
James and Carol Emmerling 
James Patrich Reich 
James Real Estate Management, Inc. 
Jeffrey Stevens 
Jessica Barajas 
Jo Ellen Cochran 

 
 
 
John T. O’Malley 
Joseph Gonzales 
Joy & Luke Franck 
Julia Garcia 
Karen and Gary Bednorz—In memory of 
  Scott Collins, Jerry, Garret and Neslon 
  Bednorz 
Kortney Boris 
La Serna Football Touchdown Club 
Lani Russo 
LC Custom Landscaping 
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie 
Linda and Robert Collins—In memory of  
 Scott Collins 
Linda Rose 
Linda Sloan 
Liz Garcia 
Marine Sheet Metal Works, Inc. 
Mario and Anna Fernandez 
Marla & Walter Frey 
Mary Jo Gomez 
Mercedes-Benz of El Cajon 
Mette Djokovich 
Michelle L. Holiday 
Miguel and Lupe Olmedo 
Morongo Casino-Resort-Spa 
MUFG Union Bank 
Nancy Cunnington 
Nicole Pete 
New Vision Energy Solutions, LLC 
OneSight 
Pala Band of Mission Indians 
Patagonia 
Pam James 
Pechanga Resort & Casino 
Penny and Robert Fowler 
Pershing Yeahquo 

 
 
 
Peter Tagni 
Pisti Electric Inc. 
R.J. Soda Service, Inc. 
Ramiro Pimentel 
Rincon Band of Luiseño Mission                              
 Indians 
Robert and Debbie Viers 
Robert Savanich 
Rubio’s 
Ruiz Communications LLC 
Sabrina Pimentel 
Sacena Gurule 
Sandy Dixon 
Santa Anita Park 
Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Shelby Casteel 
Shirley Miller 
Soboba Foundation, Inc. 
Sons of the American Legion, Post 291 
Southern California Edison 
Southern California Tribal Chairmen’s  
Association 
Surfrider Holding, Inc. 
Susan Fitzsimons 
Sycuan Band of Kumeyaay Nation 
Takenaga, Hashizu, Jay & Co. 
Tamarac LLC 
Tammy Powlas 
The Cheesecake Factory 
Titan Facility Services, LLC 
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission     
 Indians 
USS Midway Museum 
Westminster Yarn Spinners 
Yvonne and Paul Giannetakis 

If you are interested in the many ways you can contribute to  
Walking Shield, please contact us at  

Phone: 657.900.2197 Fax: 657.900.2196  

walkingshieldinc@gmail.com        www.walkingshield.org  

http://www.walkingshield.org


   

 

Walking Shield,  Inc.  
 

Walking Shield, Inc. 
3100 Airway Avenue, Suite 118 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

Return Service Requested 

Thank  you for your CFC pledge to            
Walking Shield, Inc  

CFC # 82455  

Your Involvement  Makes  Our Miss ion Poss ible  

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we depend on support from people like you. Your donations are 
greatly appreciated and are tax  deductible. Visit our “Get Involved” page on walkingshield.org or     
contact us at (657) 900-2197 to learn more about volunteering and giving opportunities including our 
Planned Giving Program.  You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  
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U.S. Postage Paid 

Santa Ana, CA 

Permit No. 999 

 

              

             Follow us on: 
 

 
 
 

facebook.com/WalkingShield 
twitter.com/walking_shield 

instagram.com/walking_shield 

Phone: (657) 900-2197  Fax: (657) 900-2196  walkingshieldinc@gmail.com  www.walkingshield.org  
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