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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 

In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s 
plan to heal, save and rescue us?

The Philistine army was on one mountain and Israel’s army 
was on another mountain. There was a valley in between 
them, and they were facing each other in battle!

Divide the group into two sides. Designate one side to be the Philis-
tine army, and the other side to be the Israelite. Then, pick someone 
on the Philistine army to be Goliath.

Lesson 8: “Our God is Mighty in Battle”

• A roll of aluminum foil
• A string of yard
• A rolled up pair of socks

Students will discover God’s desire to be in close relationship with them. In response, 
students are compelled to agree in faith with who God is, what he’s accomplished and 
why he desires to save and rescue them through Jesus!
 • Students experience a close relationship with God by trusting in the work of  
     Jesus and his love for them.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan to heal, save and rescue us?

“The Shepherd Boy Who Slayed a Giant.” (1 Samuel 17)



	 Goliath	was	fierce!	He	was	nine	feet	tall.	(Ask Goliath to stand on their tiptoes.)	He	wore	a	
bronze helmet to protect his ginormous head... (Using a sheet of aluminum foil, create a helmet for 
Goliath’s head.) and he wore a bronze coat of armor. (Give a few pieces of aluminum foil to Goliath 
to place on their chest, arms and legs.)	He	also	carried	a	HUGE	spear	in	his	hand,	and	a	sword	
too! (Form the aluminum foil into a spear and a sword, and give them both to Goliath.) 
 Motioning to Goliath, ask the students,	“Would	you	want	to	fight	this	guy?”	
 Goliath, at nine feet tall, would have looked so scary and intimidating! When Goliath 
came	out	to	fight,	he	would	yell	across	to	the	other	mountain	where	the	Israelite	army	was	
gathered	and	dare	someone	to	come	fight	him.	(Ask Goliath to yell out a challenge to the Israelite 
army.) 
 As you can probably imagine, no one from the Israelite army stepped forward to 
challenge Goliath. No one was as strong or as tall as Goliath, not even Saul, Israel’s king! 
(Ask the Israelite army to look scared and shake their heads no.) 
	 For	forty	days	Goliath	dared	someone	to	come	and	fight	him,	but	not	one	Israelite	
soldier was willing, even Saul himself. Among the fearful soldiers were a group of three 
brothers. (Ask for three students to be David’s brothers and wave their hands.) These three brothers 
were the oldest and strongest in their family. They also had a little brother named David 
who took care of their father’s sheep. David was a shepherd, but he was also God’s chosen 
king for Israel. (Select one student to be David, and instruct them to stand next to the three brothers.) 
 One day, David was bringing food to his brothers, when he overheard Goliath 
daring	someone	to	come	and	fight	him.	As	usual,	no	one	stepped	forward	to	fight	Goliath.	
The	Israelite	soldiers	ran	away	in	fear!	Apparently,	King	Saul	was	offering	a	big	reward	to	
the	soldier	who	would	challenge	Goliath,	but	still,	no	one	was	willing	to	fight	Goliath.	(Ask 
the Israelite army to shake their heads no again.)
	 But	David	wasn’t	afraid.	He	said	to	King	Saul,	“Let	no	one	lose	heart	on	account	of	
this	Philistine,	I’ll	fight	him!”	(Ask David to repeat the line.) David wasn’t afraid because he 
knew	that	God	was	with	him.	He	remembered	the	times	that	God	had	helped	him	before	
while	he	was	tending	his	sheep.	Once	he	had	helped	him	fight	off	a	lion	that	was	attacking	
his sheep. Another time God had helped him pull a baby lamb from the mouth of a bear. 
 David refused King Saul’s armor. (Offer David the roll of aluminum foil, and ask David to 
shake his head no.)	Instead,	David	went	and	found	five,	smooth	stones	and	put	them	in	his	
shepherd’s bag. (Ask David to pretend to look for stones.) Then he took his sling and went up to 
fight	Goliath.	
	 When	Goliath	saw	David,	he	started	to	make	fun	of	him.	He	said,	“How	dare	you	
come	and	fight	me	with	sticks	and	stones!	(Ask Goliath to repeat the line.) Do you think I am a 
dog?	(Ask Goliath to repeat the line.)	Where	is	your	sword?”	(Ask Goliath to repeat the line.) David, 
unwavering, said to him. “You may think you’re tough with your sword and spear in your 
hand, Goliath, but I have God on my side, and he is stronger than anyone!” (Ask David to 
repeat the line.)
 David reached into his bag and pulled out a stone. (Give David the string of yarn and a 
rolled up pair of socks.)	He	put	the	stone	in	his	sling.	He	slung	the	sling	around	and	
“ker-plunk!” It hit Goliath right in the middle of the forehead! (Ask David to pretend to throw 
the stone at Goliath with the string of yarn as the sling.) Goliath fell to the ground. David, taking 
Goliath’s	sword,	cut	off	Goliath’s	head!	(Ask David to take the sword from Goliath and pretend to 
cut off his head.)  When all the other Philistines saw that Goliath was dead they ran away in 
fear just like the Israelites before them. (Tell the Philistines to sit down.) The Israelite army was 
saved! 
 (Tell the Israelites to celebrate and shout “Hooray!” and then sit down.) 
	 In	fighting	the	enemies	of	sin	and	death,	we’re	not	like	David	but	more	like	the	
Israelite army, afraid and unable to do anything about our sin and its consequences in our 
lives.	But	God	did	something	about	it!	He	sent	his	Son	to	the	earth	to	win	the	battle	for	us.	
Jesus	was	the	victory	of	sin	and	death	and	he	offers	us	that	same	victory	if	we	trust	and	
follow him!
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Review the day’s quest: 
 In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan to 
heal,	save	and	rescue	us?	

Ask students to think about one treasure they discovered about God as they 
engaged with the Bible story. 

Invite students to turn to a neighbor and share the treasure they discovered. 
Remind students that they may have discovered a different treasure from their 
neighbor!  Then, ask students who are willing to share with the entire group.

Review
Treasure is found here!
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Leader tip: Ask students to share where in the Bible story they discovered 
that treasure or enlist the help of the entire group to figure it out. This will 
encourage students to see why the Word of God is so important in the 
process of searching for treasure. 

 We can’t forget that Jesus also faced a giant. The giant Jesus faced was death, 
death on a cross. Just like David had the strength to face Goliath because he knew that 
God was with him, Jesus had the strength to take our sin upon himself and die on the 
cross because the Father was with him. 
 Not only did God deliver David from Goliath but he also delivered the Israelite 
army from their fears! Jesus was saved from death, he rose to life again by the Spirit of 
God that was inside of him. All who believe in Jesus and look to his work on the cross 
and his resurrection from the dead on their behalf get to enjoy his victory over death 
just like the Israelite army got to enjoy David’s victory over Goliath!



Designate one side of Designate one side of 
the gym as “ship” and the gym as “ship” and 
the other side as “shore.” When the other side as “shore.” When 
you call “ship” all the students need to get to that side you call “ship” all the students need to get to that side 
as fast as possible. The last one there is called out. The same applies as fast as possible. The last one there is called out. The same applies 
when you call “shore.” You may also call the following things, and the when you call “shore.” You may also call the following things, and the 
last person or group to do the action indicated will be out:last person or group to do the action indicated will be out:

 ● Captain’s coming! Students must stand at attention and salute. They must   
 stay this way until you say “at ease.” If they move before you say “at ease”   
 they are “out.”

 ● Hit the deck! Students must lie down on their stomachs.
 ● Captain’s Table! Students must get in a group of four, sit down in a circle,   

 and pretend to eat.
 ● Crow’s Nest! Students must get in a group of three students and stand    

 back-to-back  with arms linked.
 ● Man Overboard! Students must find a partner. One partner goes    

 down on his or her hands and knees. The other partner puts one foot    
 on the first person’s back.  Choose one student to be “IT.” This student has the power  Choose one student to be “IT.” This student has the power 

 to freeze anyone in their tracks just as Goliath caused the  to freeze anyone in their tracks just as Goliath caused the 
 Israelite army to freeze in fear! Whoever gets tagged by the  Israelite army to freeze in fear! Whoever gets tagged by the 
 student who is  “IT” will freeze where they are. Other  student who is  “IT” will freeze where they are. Other 

students that are not frozen can touch the frozen students to students that are not frozen can touch the frozen students to 
 unfreeze them. Play ends when all students are frozen or  unfreeze them. Play ends when all students are frozen or 

when time runs out.when time runs out.

Freeze Freeze 
TagTag

# 2# 2

Ship to Ship to 
shoreshore

# 1# 1
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Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!


