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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 
What do we discover about God in the Bible story? 

Before you begin the Bible story, divide the large group into five groups and assign 
each group one of the following: David, Goliath, Saul, and Israel’s Army

When the person or group of people they’ve been assigned is mentioned in the 
story, the group should stand up and chant:

 ● David: “You come with me with a spear and a sword, I come to   
 you in the name of the Lord!” (Instruct students to stand up and   
 point to God.)

 ● Goliath: “Choose a man to challenge me. If I win, our servants   
 you’ll be!” (Instruct students to stand up tall and on their tiptoes.)

 ● Saul: “David’s just a boy...Goliath will destroy...my armor we’ll   
 employ!” (Instruct students to stand up and tap their finger on the side of  
 their head as if they are thinking of an idea.)

 ● Israel’s army: “Goliath has us shaking like a leaf! He’s ginormous,   
	 we’ll	never	find	relief!” (Instruct students to stand up and shake in fear!)

Large Group Lesson and Games Leader Plan

• A Bible
• A dodgeball

Students will discover that God is their Creator who desires to live in close relationship with 
them and to reveal his goodness to the world in and through them. In response, students 
will recognize that sin keeps them from living in close relationship with God, their treasure!

 ● Students feel comfortable asking God for help when they feel lost or distant   
 from him.

 ● Students trust that they’re known, loved and seen by God.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What do we discover about God in the Bible story?

Lesson 7: “Fear or Faith?”

“The Shepherd Boy that Slayed a Giant.” (1 Samuel 17)



As you read the Bible story, pause every time you say either, “David,” 
“Goliath,” “Saul” or “Israel’s army” to give the group a moment to 
stand up and respond.

The Philistines were enemies of God’s people. The Philistines already had a mightier 
army than the Israelites, so the situation was already looking grim. To make matters 
worse, the Philistines had a war champion, Goliath, who had been trained for battle 
since he was young!  

Goliath was nine feet tall, and he had impressive armor made of bronze. He carried an 
iron spear and a bronze sword. He even had a personal armor bearer who walked ahead 
of him carrying a shield! 

He declared a challenge for all Israel’s army to hear: “Choose a man for yourselves, and let 
him	come	and	challenge	me.	If	he	is	able	to	fight	with	me	and	kill	me,	then	we	will	be	your	
servants.	But	if	I	am	able	to	fight	and	kill	him,	then	you	will	be	our	servants	and	serve	us!”	

Saul and Israel’s army heard Goliath’s challenge and shook with fear! Not one soldier 
stepped	forward	to	fight,	so	Goliath took his stand every morning for forty days. He 
declared his challenge daily for all to hear, poking fun at Israel’s army and at God! 

David left his father’s sheep behind to bring some food to his oldest brothers who were 
soldiers of Israel’s army. As David was catching up with his brothers, he heard Goliath’s 
challenge. When no soldiers volunteered and stepped forward, David began asking the 
soldiers around him, “What is the reward for the man who defeats this Giant?”  

When King Saul overheard that David was talking to the soldiers about the Giant, he 
called for him. The boy approached Saul	and	said,	“I	will	go	and	fight	this	Philistine.	No	
longer shall Israel’s army be troubled and afraid because of the Goliath, for they are the 
army of the living God!” 

King Saul thought David was too young and too inexperienced to face a war champion. He 
was not a soldier but a shepherd! As a shepherd, David experienced God’s rescue from the 
lions and bears that attacked his sheep, so he trusted that God would show his saving 
power again! So King Saul clothed the boy in armor and tried to send him on his way.

David didn’t get very far, the armor was just too heavy for the young shepherd. He didn’t 
have any experience with the armor, so he set the armor aside to take up his shepherd 
staff,	five	smooth	stones	and	his	sling	and	went	on	his	way.	

When Goliath saw the shepherd boy, he laughed at him, saying “Am I a dog, that you come 
at me with sticks?” David replied, (Pause for David’s group to say the line: “You come to me with 
a sword and a spear, I come to you in the name of the Lord!”) He will deliver you into my 
hands, and I will strike you down! This is so that everyone will know that it is the God of 
Israel who saves!” 

David put a stone in his sling and hurled it at the Giant’s forehead. The mighty Giant, tall 
and strong, covered in impressive armor, fell to the ground. Using the Giant’s own sword, 
David	cut	off	Goliath’s head! God had rescued the shepherd boy once again!

“Discovering God’s Treasure!” | Lesson 7 | LG and Games Plan 2



Review the day’s quest: 
 What do we discover about people in this Bible story?

Ask students to think about one treasure they discovered about people 
as they engaged with the Bible story. 

Invite students to turn to a neighbor and share the treasure they 
discovered. Remind students that they may have discovered a 
different treasure from their neighbor! Then, ask students who are 
willing to share with the entire group. 

Review
Treasure is found here!
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Leader tip: Ask students to share where in the Bible story they 
discovered that treasure or enlist the help of the entire group to figure 
it out. This will encourage students to see why the Word of God is so 
important in the process of searching for treasure. 



Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!

Teach students the Teach students the 
basic instructions for basic instructions for 
Rock, Paper, Scissors. Every Rock, Paper, Scissors. Every 
player must find a partner and on the count of three, player must find a partner and on the count of three, 
they must choose the hand signal for Rock, Paper or Scissors. they must choose the hand signal for Rock, Paper or Scissors. 

  ●● Rock – Make a fistRock – Make a fist
  ●● Paper – Lay hand flatPaper – Lay hand flat
  ●● Scissors – Make a V with index and middle fingerScissors – Make a V with index and middle finger

Then, determine which player wins that challenge. Rock beats Scissors, Then, determine which player wins that challenge. Rock beats Scissors, 
Scissors beats Paper, and Paper beats Rock. (If students make the same Scissors beats Paper, and Paper beats Rock. (If students make the same 
hand signal, they should try again until there is a winner.)  hand signal, they should try again until there is a winner.)  

To play the tournament, students will pair off and complete challenges. Ask To play the tournament, students will pair off and complete challenges. Ask 
all players to go on the count of three, and then instruct all the losing all players to go on the count of three, and then instruct all the losing 
players to sit down or go to one side of the playing area, and all the winning players to sit down or go to one side of the playing area, and all the winning 
players should find another winning player to be their new partner. players should find another winning player to be their new partner. 
Continue running challenges until there are only two students Continue running challenges until there are only two students 
remaining, who will pair off to determine who is the champion.remaining, who will pair off to determine who is the champion.

# 1# 1
Rock Rock 
Paper Paper 

Scissors Scissors 
TournamentTournament

Materials:Materials:  
A dodgeball A dodgeball 

Guard Guard 
youryour
 line! line!

# 2# 2

  Divide the students into two teams. Have each of the two   Divide the students into two teams. Have each of the two 
 teams stand on opposite baselines of the gym. Have the players on  teams stand on opposite baselines of the gym. Have the players on 
 each team number off from one to however many students there  each team number off from one to however many students there 
 are. In the middle of the gym, place a dodgeball. The games leader  are. In the middle of the gym, place a dodgeball. The games leader 
  will call a number (or two or three numbers), and the players   will call a number (or two or three numbers), and the players 
 with this (these) number(s) will run out to the middle of the gym and  with this (these) number(s) will run out to the middle of the gym and 

try to kick the ball across the opposing team’s line.try to kick the ball across the opposing team’s line.
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