
Lesson 5: “Our Beginning with God”
Grades 3-5 Small Group Leader Plan

• A Bible
• A snack and a nametag for each student
• How are you feeling? Emoji Chart*
• Treasure chest handout, one per student
• The treasure chest handouts from Lessons 1 to 4

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together 
while students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to 

them either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You   

 Feeling?” emoji chart (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “How have your ideas about God   

 changed over the last few weeks?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Hidden Treasure
Materials needed: A pom pom

Ask students to sit in a circle with one student in the middle with their eyes closed. Give the pom 
pom (treasure) to one student in the circle, and tell everyone to pretend like they are holding the 
pom pom in their hands or behind their back. The child in the middle must guess who really has it. 
You can adapt the game by changing the number of guesses you allow or by letting the guesser ask a 
certain number of “yes” or “no” questions to figure out who has it.
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Students will discover God’s love for others inside themselves and will seek to share his 
love and his word with others. 

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What discoveries from the Bible story do you feel led to share with the people in your 
life by your words, actions or attitudes? 

“Our beginning with God.” (Genesis 1-3, NLT)
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        Worship – Lamp

Ask students the question, “What have you 
discovered about God the past five weeks?”

Take student responses.

Collect their responses and write them down on a 
sheet of chart paper or poster board. Encourage 
students to fill in the blank: “God is {insert 
characteristic of God}.”

We’re going to worship God together by 
sharing with one another where we’ve seen 
these characteristics of God in our daily 
lives. For example, where have you seen 
God as a provider in the past week?

Take student responses. 

Go through each item on the list that the students 
created, and ask the question, “Where have you 
seen God as {insert a characteristic of God from 
the list} in the past week?” 

Take student responses.

Encourage students that this is a great activity 
that they can do at home or at school to remind 
themselves of God’s presence in their daily lives. 
Encourage them to ask themselves the question, 
“Where have I seen God (today, this week, this 
month)?” 

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!

Materials: 
-A sheet of chart paper

-A marker

Thanksgiving – Campfire

Ask the students to sit around in a circle, as if they 
are sitting around a campfire. Ask them to imagine 
that they’re sitting around a campfire after their 
long five week treasure hunt journey. 

Ask students to share about their journey the past 
few weeks.

What treasures did you find? Was the 
journey easy or difficult? What tools and 
treasures are you thankful for? 

Take student responses. 

Optional: Pass out a fun treat for the students to 
enjoy as they share with one another. This is a time 
of celebration!

Materials: 
-A fun treat or snack (optional)
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  Identity – Clothing

For the following activity, each student will need a 
sheet of 8.5-by-11 inch copy paper and access to a 
pair of scissors and assorted coloring utensils.  

Ask students to draw a self portrait on the sheet of 
white paper. Then, ask them to create a jigsaw 
puzzle of themselves by cutting the sheet of paper 
into four or five pieces. On the back of each piece 
of the puzzle, instruct the students to write one 
new thing they discovered about what God thinks 
and says about them based on the Bible story from 
Genesis 1-3.  

Ask students the question: “Why is it important 
to know what God thinks about us?”

Take student responses. (God is our Creator, so 
God’s thoughts communicate the truth about who 
we are!)

Materials: 
-A sheet of 8.5-by-11 inch copy 

paper, one per student
-A pair of scissors, one per student

-Colored pencils, markers or crayons

         Service – Rope

We’ve just begun our treasure hunting 
journey and we’ve already discovered so 
many treasures! Let’s pray for more people
 to join us in this journey of discovering 
treasures in God’s Word and in a 
relationship with him!

Place an empty chair in the room and ask students 
to partner with you in prayer. 

Father God,

We thank you for the many treasures found 
in the Bible and in a relationship with you! 
Today we pray for someone new to join us 
in our treasure hunting journey, whether 
it be someone who comes and joins us at 
Crossroads and sits down in this chair, or 
another kid in our school or community 
who sits down and opens up the Bible to 
find the treasures hidden in its pages. 

Amen

Ask students to think about one or two people 
they’d like to invite to discover the treasures found 
in the Bible and in a relationship with God. 

Materials: 
-A chair
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

*Note: Complete the worship activity before 
engaging in prayer, the list the students create will 
be used for prayer. 

Pass out an index card and a pencil to each student. 
Make sure that all the students can see the list they 
created during the worship activity* with all of their 
discoveries about God. 

Knowing who God is gives us confidence 
when we pray!

It’s kind of like this: If we know that one of 
our friends likes to play soccer, we know that 
if we ask them to play a game of soccer they’ll 
probably want to say yes! The same is true 
with God! If we know that God is a provider,
we can trust that when we ask him to show up 
as a provider that he desires in his heart to 
provide for all our needs. This gives us 
confidence in our prayers as does 
remembering that we’re bringing our 
requests to an all-powerful God! 

Using the following prompts, guide students in 
writing their prayer to God on their index card. 

Step 1: Ask students to start their prayer by thanking 
God for one of his characteristics. 

 ● Prompt: “Thank you God that you are  
 {insert characteristic from the list}.” 

Step 2: Ask students to form their prayer requests 
that is something that God can do and is willing to do 
because of who he is.

 ● Prompt: “Because you are {insert   
 characteristic}, I pray that {insert prayer  
 request}. 

Step 3: Ask students to share what they wrote on 
their index card so that the students know what they 
can be praying for one another. 

Step 4: Ask students to find a partner and pray for 
one another using each other’s index card prayers. 
Students can pray aloud or silently.

Materials: 
-The chart paper from the worship 

activity*
-An index card, one per student

-Pencils, one per student

   Confession – GPS

These past few weeks, we’ve talked about 
turning away from God or turning toward God. 

Before God can turn us toward God again, we 
have to recognize when we’ve turned away from 
God in the first place! 

We’re going to explore what it might look like 
when we turn away from God!  

For this activity, you will need two sheets of copy paper. 
With a black marker, write “GOD” in bold letters on one 
sheet, and “ME” in bold letters on the other sheet. Ask 
two students to face one another and give each student 
one sign ensuring that there is sufficient space between 
the two students for the remaining students to stand in 
a line in between them.

Ask all students to face the sign labeled “ME.”

When we turn away from God, we turn toward 
ourselves. We become selfish, paying most 
attention to ourselves. We decide that we know 
what’s good and what’s bad. We do things, say 
things and act a certain way because of our own 
wants and needs. We think that we are in charge 
of our own lives. We think that everything is up 
to us. We think that we can decide who we are 
and who we want to become.

Now ask students to face the sign that is labeled “GOD.”

When we turn toward God, all our attention is 
on God. We look to God’s Word to know what’s 
good and what’s bad in God’s eyes. We ask him 
who we are and who he created us to be. We 
look to God to provide for all our needs and to 
be in charge of our lives: what we do, what we 
say and how we act. 

Which direction are you facing? How can we 
turn back to God? 

Take student responses. 

Jesus came to provide a way for us to turn us 
toward God again: by looking to Jesus and 
trusting in all that Jesus did on our behalf. 
That’s why we’ll continue to look to Jesus as we 
search God’s Word for treasures about him! As 
we do so, we’ll be training our hearts and our 
minds to turn back to God! 

Materials: 
-Two sheets of 8.5-by-11 inch copy 

paper
-A marker
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Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-A new treasure chest handout, 

one per student
-Treasure chest handouts from 
Lessons 1 to 4 for each student

Give each student their treasure chest handouts 
from Lessons 1 to 4 and a new treasure chest 
handout. Give students two minutes to review 
what treasures they’ve discovered over the last 
four weeks. 

On today’s treasure chest handout, write 
or draw one treasure you’ve discovered in 
the last few weeks that you feel led to share 
with the people in your life by your words, 
actions or attitudes. Circle any tools that 
helped you to discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. You may also want to ask that all 
the students spread out their handouts from 
Lessons 1 to 5 so that the collective group can see 
how many treasures were discovered! 

Depending on your small group or club, collect the 
handouts or let the students take them home. 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would empower them to share the treasures 
they’ve discovered with others.

      Meditation – Hat
Open a discussion: What’s one 
thing that you won’t forget 
about the last five weeks? 
What’s standing out to you 
and why does it stand out? 

How will you bring that treasure to mind in 
the next week?

Take student responses. 

We’re going to explore some activities that 
will help us remember and bring to mind 
these treasures in the next week. We’re going 
to call these “remembering” activities! 

Use the table below to introduce students to some 
ideas of activities they could on a regular basis to 
remember the treasures they discovered in 
God’s Word.

Treasures from 
God’s Word

“Remembering” 
Activity:

God is the Creator of the 
whole world

When I create something 
or I see someone else create 
something, I will remember 
that God is the Creator of 
the whole world!

I am God’s very good 
creation!

When I look in the 
mirror, I will remember 
that God created me with a 
very good purpose: to show 
the world what God is like!

God is a good provider. When I sit down to eat a 
meal, I will remember that 
God delights to provide for 
my needs, and he knows 
what I need before I ask!

God planned from the 
very beginning to save us 
through his Son.

When I face something 
really tough or difficult, I 
will remember that Jesus 
is coming again to remove 
the presence of sin and evil 
from the earth...forever!

If students have other activity ideas they’d like to 
share based on the treasures they discovered from 
God’s Word, ask them to share with the group using
 the prompt: “What activity can you do to 
remember that {insert the treasure from God’s 
Word} next week?” Ask students to commit to one 
“remembering” activity for the next week.
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