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Lesson 3: “God’s Promise to Save His 
       Treasured Creation”

Grades 3-5 Small Group Leader Plan

• A Bible
• A snack and a nametag for each student
• How are you feeling? Emoji Chart*
• Treasure chest handout, one per student

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them either today or from the  

 past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?” emoji chart (from the  

 CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “What’s the best good news you’ve ever received? What’s the  

 worst news you’ve ever received?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a leader can pair up students 
and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Participation Puppets
Materials needed: A paper lunch bag per student and colored pencils, markers or crayons

IMPORTANT NOTE: This activity is required as preparation for students’ participation in today’s large group story.

Give each student a paper lunch bag and markers or other coloring supplies. Your small group will be assigned one of the 
characters discussed in today’s story:  1) Adam    2) Eve   3) The Snake

Your team leader should tell you which one your group will be assigned. Instruct students to decorate their bags accordingly. 
For example, if your group is assigned “the Snake,” tell them, 

In today’s story, there are several parts that all the students are going to play. We are going to decorate our 
bags to show which group we belong to. Our group gets to represent the Snake in the story. The Snake is God’s 
enemy. On your bags, be creative and decorate it by drawing what you think the Snake would look like. These 
bags are going to be your puppets in the large group today. You’ll get more instructions about your part when 
we get to the large group time.

Students will discover God’s desire to be in close relationship with them. In response, 
students are compelled to agree in faith with who God is, what he’s accomplished and 
why he desires to save and rescue them through Jesus! 
 • Students experience a close relationship with God by trusting in the work of  
     Jesus and his love for them.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan to heal, save and rescue us? 

“Our beginning with God.” (Genesis 1-3, NLT)
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Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!

    Worship – Lamp

Have you or someone you 
know ever experienced 
good news while facing 
bad news? 

Have you ever seen or experienced bad 
news turning into good news? 

Take student responses.

Nothing can stop God’s plan or his desire 
to restore his relationship with his 
treasured people! God is strong, powerful 
and mighty; even in the mess of bad news, 
that sometimes we can even create for 
ourselves, God can bring good news!

      Service – Rope

Sharing the Good News:
Think of a time you 
received really good news. 
What did you want to do 
after you received the 

good news?

Take student responses.

When we hear good news, we want to 
share it! 

What good news did you hear about today 
from our Bible story?

Take student responses.

Who can you share this good news with 
in the next week? Is there anyone you can 
think of who received some bad news in 
the past few weeks who’d maybe like to 
hear some good news? 

Take student responses. Explain how sometimes 
God can speak to us by bringing someone to our 
minds.  

Pray a blessing over the students:

Dear Father in Heaven,

Thank you that you are the source of good 
news when all we seem to hear about is 
bad news. Help my friends to be filled 
with your joy to share this good news with 
the people you’ve brought to their minds 
today! 

Amen.
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      Meditation – Hat

Craft: Slithery Snake - Remembering God’s Promise

Give each student a paper plate. Let students 
decorate their paper plate with coloring materials 
to create a skin pattern for their snake. Instruct 
students to cut out a spiral from their paper plate, 
keeping about an inch of space between each ring. 
The younger students may need extra help with this. 
Once the entire plate is cut, help students write the 
Bible verse on the rings with a black marker:

“He shall bruise you on the head and you 
shall bruise him on the heel.” (Genesis 3:15, 
NLT). 

Using scissors, cut a small hole in the head of each 
student’s snake. Thread the string through the hole 
and tie the ends together.

Open a discussion, “When the head of Satan is 
crushed….what will that do to him? Who is 
the other person in this verse? What 
happens to him? 

What’s the good news in this Bible verse? 
How would you share it with another person 
in your own words?

Take student responses.

Encourage students to take the craft home with 
them and to hang the Bible verse somewhere to 
remind themselves of God’s promise to send his Son 
to remove the presence of sin on the earth and to 
destroy Satan!

      Confession – GPS

Ask students to share about a 
time when they felt hopeless and 
were unable to help themselves 
out of a tough situation. 

When we sin and turn away from God, it 
often feels like that! We’re helpless to try to 
save ourselves. Often, our sin keeps us from 
going to God and asking for his help. 

We cannot escape sin by just trying to be 
better, we need a savior! We need Jesus! 

If we put our trust in Jesus to save us, he’ll 
take away our sins and destroy their power 
so that we can live in a close relationship 
with God and receive his power to obey him 
and walk in his ways!

When it comes to your friendship with God, 
do you ever feel stuck? Do you want to ask 
for Jesus’s help? 

Pray with students if they express interest in 
inviting Jesus to help them turn back to God. Take 
a moment to remind students that God planned 
to save us through Jesus from the very beginning. 
God is willing and able to rescue us from our sin 
and restore our relationship with him. It’s not about 
depending on ourselves to do better or be better: it’s 
all about depending on God’s GPS...God’s plan of 
salvation through Jesus!

Materials: 
-One paper plate per student

-One 6” strand of yarn per student
-A pair of scissors per student
-Colored pencils, markers, or 

crayons
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

God knows what we need before we ask! 
God knew that we would need a savior. He 
planned ahead of time to save us through 
his Son! 

Knowing this about God, why is it important 
to pray? 

Take student responses. 

We don’t pray to God to inform God of our 
needs because he’s already concerned about 
our needs before we come to him! We pray to 
connect with God, our friend! Spending time 
with God helps us remember who God is, just 
as spending time with our friends helps us to 
know them better! When we spend time with 
God in prayer, we’re growing our friendship 
with God, and we can learn lots of treasures 
about him as we get to know him more! 

In prayer, we discover that God is our 
provider, our protector and our savior! This 
helps us to trust that God is willing and able 
to provide for us, to protect us and to save us 
from our sins! 

There are many ways to pray to God, and you 
might find that you connect better with God 
in some ways more than others. Here are 
some examples of ways people might pray. 

Write these (or other examples the students provide) 
on a sheet of chart paper.

 ● Praying out loud with others
 ● Praying silently in your heart
 ● Writing out your prayers in a journal
 ● Drawing your prayers
 ● Singing prayers to the Lord through song
 ● Following a prayer guide that gives you ideas  

 about what to pray for (e.g. prayers cards)
 ● Praying Scripture

Leader, come prepared to share some of the ways 
you have found personally helped you connect with 
the Lord in prayer. Encourage students to try 
communicating with God in a way that is 
comfortable to them. Ask them to take a marker and 
write their name on the chart paper next to one of 
the ways they can pray to God to indicate that they 
will try that method this week.

  Identity – Clothing
When Adam and Eve ate 
from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, 
they became like God and 
started deciding for 

themselves what was good and what was 
bad. The problem was they were not God, so 
they thought that good things were bad and 
bad things were good. 

When God created Adam and Eve, he said 
they were his very good creation. After 
Adam and Eve ate from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, they looked at 
themselves and decided that they were evil 
and their bodies were evil, so they ran and 
hid from God in shame and fear.

But God did something to remind Adam and 
Eve that they were his treasured creation: 
God made clothing for Adam and Eve and 
he covered them! 

How do you think Adam and Eve felt when 
God clothed them? 

Take student responses.
Ask students to stand up and close their eyes. 

I want you to imagine that you’ve just 
disobeyed God. Maybe you lied to your 
parents, or maybe, you said mean words to 
someone at school. Now all you can think 
about is how much you messed up. You feel 
embarrassed and afraid to tell God about it. 
You feel like you hurt your friendship with 
God, and you want to hide from him. That’s 
exactly how Adam and Eve felt too. 

Now I want you to imagine that God’s 
walking up behind you. You’ve got your 
back turned to him because you’re too 
afraid and embarrassed to look him in the 
eyes. But he comes up behind you anyway 
and gives you a big hug. It’s as if he wants 
you to know that you can trust him again. 
You may have created a mess, but God’s 
love for you remains! You notice that you 
don’t feel so embarrassed and afraid 
anymore...

Ask students to open their eyes. 

Close with a discussion around the following 
question: “Based on this experience, what do 
you think God thinks about you?”

Materials: 
-A sheet of chart paper

-A marker
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Thanksgiving – Campfire

Today we’re going to thank God for bringing 
the GOOD NEWS when the consequences of 
our sin bring BAD NEWS. Today we thank 
God that he is a God who is powerful enough 
to work all things together for our good!

Pass out a sheet of colored construction paper to 
each student. On the sheet of paper, ask students 
to draw images that represent the good news that 
they want to thank God for and to share with others. 
Then, ask students to roll up their construction 
paper tighter on one end and looser on the other end 
to form a cone shape. Help students tape the 
construction paper together so it holds.

After each of the following phrases ask students to 
respond by shouting into their megaphones: Now 
that’s good news! Thank you, God!

 ● Satan tricks humankind into sinning against  
 God. That’s bad news! But God says that Satan  
 will experience defeat every day of his life!

 ● Because Eve disobeyed, bringing children into  
 the world will bring pain and sorrow. That’s bad  
 news! But God’s Son will be born into the world  
 to bring peace and to destroy and remove the  
 presence of sin and Satan from the earth! One  
 day...there will be no more pain and sorrow!

 ● Because Adam listened to Eve and not God, the  
 ground of the earth is cursed and work is hard  
 and difficult and required for people to eat.  
 Because of this, everyone will eventually die.  
 That’s bad news! But by his Son, God has   
 reversed the curse and death leads to new,   
 everlasting life...where hunger will be no more  
 and work will be meaningful and full of joy!

 ● Because they disobeyed, Adam and Eve felt  
 ashamed and embarrassed in the bodies God  
 had formed for them. As a result, they wanted  
 to hide from God. When we sin, we hide from  
 God too! That’s bad news! But God clothed   
 Adam and Eve and wants to cover our shame,  
 too. Because Jesus gave up his life for us on the  
 cross, God clothes us in forgiveness and new  
 life, Jesus’s perfect life in exchange for our own!

If time allows, let students share about a time when 
God brought good news in a time when they 
experienced bad news.

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When students are finished sharing, collect the 
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until the end of 
the first five weeks so the group can review all the 
treasure on the last day of exploring Genesis 1-3. 

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.

Materials: 
-A sheet of colored construction 

paper, one per student
-Colored pencils, markers, or 

crayons
-One roll of transparent tape
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