
Lesson 24: “Our Dwelling Place With God”
Grades 3-5 Small Group Leader Plan

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while 
students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them   

 either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?”   

 emoji chart (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “What do you think the world will be like   

 when Jesus returns in glory and power?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Hot Potato & Question Pack
Materials needed: A squishy ball and the Question Pack

Ask the students to sit in a circle and pass or toss a squishy ball to one another, hot potato style. When 
the leader shouts “stop!” whoever is holding a ball must answer a question from the Question Pack in 
the CKC Games Bag. (Optional: Play music and when it stops, the student holding the ball pulls a ques-
tion card.) Repeat until everyone has had a chance or until time runs out.
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• A Bible
• A snack and a nametag for each student
• How are you feeling? Emoji Chart*
• Treasure chest handout, one per student

Students will discover the gifts found in God such as forgiveness, new life, joy and 
peace, the Holy Spirit, hope of Jesus’s return and entry into the family of God. In 
response, students will see God himself as the greatest treasure they could receive!

 ● The relationship students have with God brings them great joy.
 ● Students live with a hope and a joy that gives them strength and peace in the  
	 midst	of	life’s	difficulties.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about the gifts found in a relationship with God?

“Future Treasures in Heaven.” (Revelation 21, NLT)
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    Worship – Lamp

When Jesus returns, all of 
creation will be God’s 
dwelling place! His desire is 
to be with us, and when the 
King and Lord of all things 

is with us and in us and in everything God 
has created, all is set right. 

All the treasures found in heaven are from 
our good God. If there is joy, peace, 
freedom, wholeness, holiness, truth, justice 
and eternal love and life in heaven where 
God dwells, it’s because God is the source of 
all those things! He is a God of joy, of peace, 
of freedom, of wholeness, of truth, of 
holiness, of justice and eternal love and life! 

God seeks to dwell with us even now? 
Where have you seen God in your midst? 

Take student responses.

  Identity – Clothing

Open a discussion: God’s 
desire for eternity is to 
dwell with his people and 
with you and me! What does 
that tell us about who we 

are in God’s sight?

God’s desire is to dwell with you and with 
me and in all things that he has created 
through and for his Son Jesus! 

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible	story.	Take	five	to	ten	minutes	on	each	activity,	as	time	allows.	If	students	seem	to	connect	well	
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!
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      Meditation – Hat

Ask students to draw a big circle. Inside the circle, 
tell students to draw or write the things that will 
be in heaven. Then, on the outside of the circle, tell 
students to draw or write the things that will NOT 
be in heaven. 

When	students	are	finished,	give	students	a	minute
or two to look at their picture and focus on the 
future treasures in heaven. 

Tell students to bring their sheet of paper home. 
Encourage them to look at it two to three nights 
before bed to remind themselves of the future 
treasures in heaven. 

   Confession – GPS

God’s future for us is so 
much better than we could 
think or imagine for 
ourselves. We often focus 
more on the here and the 

now than on the future with God that will 
be so much better, where we can dwell with 
God and talk to him face to face. 

Why is it easier to focus on the treasures on 
earth today than on the treasures in 
heaven? 

Take student responses.

It requires faith...that what is ahead is far 
better than what we experience right now!

Materials: 
-A sheet of 8.5-by-11 copy paper

-Colored pencils, markers or 
crayons
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

Let’s pray together. Every 
time I pause, we’re going to 
say, “Amen, make all things 
new!”

We pray for those who are lonely and 
isolated, that God would dwell with them 
and they would not be alone.

Pause. (“Amen, make all things new!”)

We pray for those who are crying and sad.

Pause. (“Amen, make all things new!”)

We pray for those who are anxious and 
scared.

Pause. (“Amen, make all things new!”)

We pray for those who are ill or in pain.

Pause. (“Amen, make all things new!”)

We pray for those who are grieving the loss 
of a loved one.

Pause. (“Amen, make all things new!”)

We pray for those who are hungry and 
thirsty.

Pause. (“Amen, make all things new!”)

We pray for those who are seeking God.

Pause. (“Amen, make all things new!”)

      Service – Rope

When God comes to dwell 
with his people again, all 
will be made right. Who 
do you know needs to hear 
about what heaven and 

earth will be like when Jesus returns? 

Take student responses. 
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Thanksgiving – Campfire

When we read God’s truth and find 
treasures that we do not yet see, we don’t 
lose hope. We can turn to thankfulness to 
remind ourselves that even though the 
treasured truth is not the present reality, it 
will be true in the future. In God’s timing, 
all things are already accomplished, so to 
him all these future treasures are already 
ours and they cannot be taken away!

Let’s thank God for the future treasures 
we’ll receive when God comes to dwell in all 
of creation! 

Ask students to stand up in a circle. Give one 
student a squishy ball. As students toss the ball 
around the circle, invite them to share one future 
treasure that they want to thank God for.

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When	students	are	finished	sharing,	collect	the	
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until Lesson 25 
so the group can review all the treasure on the last 
day of exploring Revelation 21.

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.

Materials: 
-A squishy ball
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