
Lesson 23: “We Hope in What We Cannot See”
Grades 3-5 Small Group Leader Plan

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while 
students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them   

 either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?”   

 emoji chart (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “What is your favorite thing to look at?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Race to 27
Materials needed: A standard deck of playing cards

This is a group card game using a standard deck of playing cards with the face cards removed. The goal 
is for players to add the numbers on their cards until they reach 27. 

Deal out all of the cards to the players. Players put their cards into a pile in front of themselves with 
cards face down. The first player turns over their top card and places it in the center. The next player 
turns over their top card placing it on top of the first card. This player adds the value of the two cards 
and tells everyone the total. The next player does the same adding the value of their card to the previ-
ous total.

Once the total reaches 27 or above, the player who puts down the card that takes the total to 27 or over 
takes all of the cards in this pile and shuffles them into their pile. Play continues for a set time or until 
one player has no cards left. The winner is the person with the most cards.
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 ● A Bible
 ● A snack and a nametag for each student
 ● How are you feeling? Emoji Chart*
 ● Treasure chest handout, one per student

Students will discover God’s desire to be in close relationship with them. In response, 
students are compelled to agree in faith with who God is, what he’s accomplished and 
why he desires to save and rescue them through Jesus!  

 ● Students experience a close relationship with God by trusting in the work of  
 Jesus and his love for them.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan to heal, save and rescue us?

“Future Treasures in Heaven.” (Revelation 21, NLT) 
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    Worship – Lamp

What did God do in the beginning? 

Take student responses.

In the beginning, God made the invisible 
visible. He spoke a word and that which was 
invisible came into view. 

Read Colossians 1:15, “Christ is the visible 
image of the invisible God. He existed 
before anything was created and is supreme 
over all creation.” (NLT)

Jesus is the visible image of the invisible 
God. Jesus makes the invisible God visible 
to us in his Word and his life so that we 
would know who God is and what he is like.

What do we learn from Jesus about who 
God is and what he is like?

Take student responses.

  Identity – Clothing

Just as Jesus is the visible 
image of an invisible God, 
now that Jesus has gone up 
to heaven, God has called 
us to be the visible image 

of Jesus on the earth. This is a high calling, 
because everytime we act like Jesus, we’re 
showing others what our future in heaven
will be like and we’re making visible to 
others the future that cannot be seen now 
otherwise!

Pray the following blessing over each student:

{Insert name}, God created you in his image, 
in the image of Christ!

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!

Materials: 
-A sheet of chart paper

-A marker
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      Meditation – Hat

How do you see invisible things? How do we 
see an invisible God?

Take student responses.

God gives us the Bible and Jesus to reveal 
who he is and what he is like as the 
invisible God. When we pause to bring these 
treasured truths to our minds, we make the 
invisible God real to us. Let’s try it!

Using a device with a timer, take sixty seconds and 
challenge students to bring everything to mind 
that they’ve discovered about the invisible God as 
they’ve explored the Bible at Crossroads this year.
 
Then, challenge students to take sixty seconds in 
the next week to think about all the things they’ve 
discovered about who God is and God’s plan to 
save, heal and rescue them. 

   Confession – GPS

Pull out a chair and ask a student to sit down on 
the chair.

Everytime we sit down on a chair, we trust 
that the chair will hold us up. We easily put 
our trust in things we can see, why do you 
think that is so? 

Take student responses.
 
We easily trust in the things that God has 
created, yet we find it difficult to put our 
trust in the God who created all things. At 
one time, all things God created were 
invisible, but by God’s power, he made 
them visible! This chair was once invisible, 
but now it’s here and it works because God 
made it so. 

What does this mean for us? How can we 
put our trust and hope in God? 

Take student responses. 

Materials: 
-A chair

Materials: 
-A device with a timer (a 

smartphone)
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

Because God can make the invisible visible, 
we can boldly pray for things that we 
cannot see. 

Give each student an index card and a pencil.

We’re going to write down a prayer to God 
asking for things that we cannot yet see. 
Then, we’ll keep these cards and watch and 
wait for God to move. 

Take some time to connect with students as they 
think about what they’d like to pray for. Encourage 
them to pray big bold prayers! 

      Service – Rope

We can be people of hope! 
This means that when we 
connect with other people, 
we can act toward them in 
a way that they might not 

have experienced or seen anywhere else.

 ● We can give people hope by    
 accepting them.

 ● We can give people hope by    
 comforting them.

 ● We can give people hope by    
 forgiving them.

 ● We can give people hope by    
 showing them respect.

 ● We can give people hope by    
 encouraging them.

 ● We can give people hope by    
 supporting them and serving them.

Are there any other ways to bring hope to 
others that you can think of?

Take student responses.

Challenge students to pick one thing from the list 
above to commit to doing in the next week. 

Materials: 
-Index cards

-Pencils, one per student
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Thanksgiving – Campfire

Share about a time when 
you have seen God make 
what seemed impossible 
possible.

Take student responses. 

Pray a prayer of thanksgiving together for each 
thing the students mention.

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When students are finished sharing, collect the 
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until Lesson 25 
so the group can review all the treasure on the last 
day of exploring Revelation 21. 

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.
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