
Lesson 21: “Our True Home is with the Lord”
Grades 6-8 Small Group Leader Plan

• A Bible
• A snack and a nametag for each student
• How are you feeling? Feelings Wheel*
• Treasure chest handout, one per student

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while 
students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them   

 either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?”   

 Feelings Wheel (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “What are your hopes for the future?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Hidden Treasure
Materials needed: A pom pom

Ask students to sit in a circle with one student in the middle with their eyes closed. Give the pom pom 
(treasure) to one student in the circle, and tell everyone to pretend like they are holding the pom pom 
in their hands or behind their back. The student in the middle must guess who really has it. You can 
adapt the game by changing the number of guesses you allow or by letting the guesser ask a certain 
number of “yes” or “no” questions to figure out who has it.
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Students will discover who God is and why what we think about God matters in our 
lives. In response, kids will experience a hunger to know him more. 
 • Students desire to read the Bible and pray on their own.
 • Students feel comfortable asking questions of God and about God.
 • Students grow in wonder as they explore who God is.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What do we discover about God in the Bible story?

“Future Treasures in Heaven.” (Revelation 21, NLT)
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    Worship – Lamp

Read Revelation 21: “And the 
city has no need of sun or 
moon, for the glory of God 
illuminates the city, and the 

Lamb is its light.” (NLT)

Christ is the light that shines from us. When 
we reveal who God is and what he is like by 
living more and more like Christ each day, 
God’s glory is on display. There will be a day 
where there will be so much of Jesus in the 
heavens and the earth that no sun or moon 
will be needed to provide any light! 

How can you bring light into your home, 
your school and your friendships this week 
by living like Jesus?

Take student responses.

As you do these things, remember that one 
day, Jesus will be the only light we’ll ever 
need because of his overwhelming 
goodness!

  Identity – Clothing

“All who are victorious will 
inherit all these blessings, 
and I will be their God, and 
they will be my children.”
 

We cannot be victorious without Jesus. 
Jesus is the victorious one. Only God is 
strong enough, powerful enough and holy 
enough to defeat the enemy. However, if we 
trust in what Jesus has done for us, we can 
all be God’s children and share in Jesus’s 
victory! 
 
Listening to the Holy Spirit, select from the 
blessings below and speak and pray them over your 
students. 
 

 ● In Christ, {insert student’s name} is   
 victorious against sin. 

 ● In Christ, {insert student’s name} is   
 God’s child. 

 ● In Christ, {insert student’s name} receives  
 the blessing of life forever with God.

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!
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Thanksgiving – Campfire

Thanksgiving Toss
Ask students to stand up and form a circle. For a 
greater challenge, ask students to take five to ten 
steps backwards to form a larger circle. Toss a 
squishy ball to one student, and ask them to
respond to the question, “What future treasures in 
heaven did you discover today that you would like 
to thank God for today?” After the student 
responds, instruct them to throw the ball to 
another student to answer the same question. 
Continue to toss the ball at least until every student 
has a chance to answer.

      Service – Rope

After exploring today’s story, what do you 
want others to know about God? 

Take student responses. Record their responses on 
a sheet of chart paper.

Take each item on the list and invite students to 
share ideas about how they can show others who 
God is and what he is like with their words, actions 
or attitudes in the next week. 

Materials: 
-A squishy ball

Materials: 
-A sheet of chart paper

-A marker
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

One day, God will dwell with 
his treasured people. We 
will get to speak to him face 
to face. But, while we wait 

for that day, we still get to experience this 
closeness with God when we pray. Because 
Jesus was raised from the dead, and we who 
believe in Jesus are found in him, we are 
already seated in the heavenly places with 
Jesus! This means that we can boldly come 
before God with our requests and to ask for 
help when we’re in need and the power to 
walk out God’s commands.  

Read Ephesians 2:6: “For he raised us from 
the dead along with Christ and seated us 
with him in the heavenly realms because we 
are united with Christ Jesus.” (NLT)

Invite students to participate in imaginative prayer 
as they bring their personal requests before the 
throne of God, where they are also seated there 
with Jesus. How does it make a difference when we 
pray knowing that Jesus is on the throne and we 
have access to the Father through him?

   Confession – GPS

This Bible story from 
Revelation tells us what life 
will be like when Jesus is on 
the throne and is the king 

and leader of all creation, heaven and earth. 
Sometimes, we’re tempted to think that life 
apart from God might be better. What kinds 
of situations and times in our lives is it easy 
to think that way? 

Take student responses. 

When all of creation, all of heaven and earth 
accepts Jesus as the king and leader, there 
is no longer any pain, tears, hunger, thirst, 
fear or broken relationships. In their place, 
there is peace, joy and an eternal, 
never-ending relationship with God. All 
things are in their right place and right 
order, just as God created them to be. 

How did today’s story change what you 
think about Jesus being the king and leader 
of your life? 

Take student responses. Pray with students if 
appropriate.
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Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When students are finished sharing, collect the 
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until Lesson 25 
so the group can review all the treasure on the last 
day of exploring Revelation 21.

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.

      Meditation – Hat

Let’s meditate on this truth together: God is 
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end! 

Give students a sheet of paper and coloring utensils. 
Ask them to fold the paper in half, creating the form 
of a “book.” Explain that while they are reflecting on 
the truth that God is the beginning, they can draw 
or reflect what they’re thinking on the left side of the 
sheet of paper, and while they are reflecting on the 
truth that God is the end, they can draw or reflect 
what they’re thinking on the right side.

Alpha and Omega are the first and the last 
letters of the Greek alphabet, just like A and Z 
are the first and last letters of our alphabet.

God is the Alpha, the first and the 
beginning. Before him there was nothing. 
There was no “before him.”  For millions and 
billions and trillions of years God existed and 
never had a beginning. He is the beginning. 
There never was a time when he was not. All 
his characteristics (who he is and what he is 
like) has always been a part of who he is, and 
no one made him that way. Wow!

Pause for two minutes.

God is the omega, the end of all things. God’s 
plan and purpose for all of creation and his 
treasured people will come to pass. God will 
dwell with his people and all things on 
heaven and earth will find their purpose in 
Jesus. God is the beginning, the ending and 
everything in between. 

Pause for two minutes.

To close this activity read from Revelation 1:8 and 
invite students to repeat the verse but in their own 
words.  

“I am the Alpha and the Omega—the 
beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I 
am the one who is, who always was, and who 
is still to come—the Almighty One.” (NLT)

Materials: 
-Colored pencils, markers 

or crayons
-A sheet of 8.5-by-11 inch copy 

paper, one per student
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