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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 

What discoveries from the Bible story do you feel led 
to share with the people in your life by your words, 
actions or attitudes?

Lesson 20: “Until the Treasure is Found!”
Large Group Lesson and Games Leader Plan

• A Bible
• Two rags, bandanas, or old towels (best if two different colors)

Students will discover God’s love for others inside themselves and will seek to 
share his love and his word with others.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What discoveries from the Bible story do you feel led to share with the people in 
your life by your words, actions or attitudes?

“The Parable of the Hidden Treasure.” (Matthew 13:44-46, NLT)

Ask three to five student volunteers to stand up in front of the group 
and perform the motions to the Bible story if they think they can 
remember them all in the correct order. As they do, invite the rest of the 
group to narrate the story. To turn it into a competition, ask the student 
volunteers to sit down with the rest of the group if they perform a 
motion in the wrong order. The student who performs all the motions 
in the correct order wins!



“The kingdom of heaven (create a crown by encircling your hands atop your head) 
is like treasure hidden (start by holding one hand on the wrist of the other and then 
slide the hand down so that it’s hidden inside the other) in a field. (stretch your arms 
out horizontally) When a man found it (using your pointer and middle finger, pretend 
to make a man walk across the palm of your other hand), he hid it again (start by hold-
ing one hand on the wrist of the other and then slide the hand down so that it’s hidden 
inside the other), and then in his joy (using your two pointer fingers, point to your 
cheeks while smiling) went and sold all he had and bought that field (slide one 
palm across the palm of your other hand multiple times).

Again, the kingdom of heaven (create a crown by encircling your hands atop your 
head) is like a merchant (pretend to hold out your hand as if looking for a handshake) 
looking for fine pearls (salute with your hand and look left and right). When he 
found one of great value (hold up one finger), he went away (using your pointer 
and middle finger, pretend to make a man walk across the palm of your other hand) and 
sold everything he had and bought it (slide one palm across the palm of your other 
hand multiple times).” (NLT) 
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Story Hand motions
“Kingdom of heaven” create a crown by encircling your hands atop your 

head
“Treasure hidden” / “He hid 
it again”

start by holding one hand on the wrist of the other 
and then slide the hand down so that it’s hidden 
inside the other

“A field” stretch your arms out horizontally
“A man found it” / “He went 
away”

using your pointer and middle finger, pretend to 
make a man walk across the palm of your other 
hand

“His joy” using your two pointer fingers, point to your cheeks 
while smiling

“Sold all he had and bought 
that field” / “Sold everything 
he had and bought it”

slide one palm across the other palm multiple times

“A merchant” pretend to hold out your hand as if looking for a 
handshake

“Looking for fine pearls” salute with your hand and look left and right
“One of great value” hold up one finger



Review
Treasure is found here!
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 Review the quests from the past four weeks and ask students to share 
their discoveries. 

 ● What did you discover about God?
 ● What did you discover about people?
 ● What did you discover about God’s plan to save, heal   

 and rescue us?
 ● What did you discover about the gifts found in a    

 relationship with God? 

In small groups, we’re going to explore how we can share 
these treasures with other people in our lives through our 
words, actions and attitudes. 



Capture the Treasure  requires a Capture the Treasure  requires a 
playing field or a large open space. Whether indoor or outdoor, playing field or a large open space. Whether indoor or outdoor, 
the field is divided into two clearly designated halves, known as the field is divided into two clearly designated halves, known as 
territories. Players form two teams, one for each territory. Each team territories. Players form two teams, one for each territory. Each team 
has a “treasure” placed in an obvious location. The objective of the has a “treasure” placed in an obvious location. The objective of the 
game is for players to make their way into the opposing team’s territory, game is for players to make their way into the opposing team’s territory, 
grab their “treasure” and return with it to their own territory without grab their “treasure” and return with it to their own territory without 
being tagged. The “treasure” is defended by tagging opposing players being tagged. The “treasure” is defended by tagging opposing players 
who attempt to take it. Within their own territory players are “safe”, who attempt to take it. Within their own territory players are “safe”, 
meaning that opposing players cannot tag them. Once they cross into meaning that opposing players cannot tag them. Once they cross into 
the opposing team’s territory they are vulnerable. A player who is the opposing team’s territory they are vulnerable. A player who is 
tagged may be eliminated from the game entirely or be forced to join tagged may be eliminated from the game entirely or be forced to join 
the opposing team.the opposing team.

  Assign each player to one of the following five   Assign each player to one of the following five 
 fruits—apple, peach, pear, orange, or mango. Then ask  fruits—apple, peach, pear, orange, or mango. Then ask 

students to go to one of the four corners of the gym. Choose students to go to one of the four corners of the gym. Choose 
two students to be IT. Ask these two students to stand in the two students to be IT. Ask these two students to stand in the 

middle of the gym. Call out one of the five fruits. The students who middle of the gym. Call out one of the five fruits. The students who 
are that fruit run to the opposite corner (diagonally) of the gym. are that fruit run to the opposite corner (diagonally) of the gym. 

While they are running across the gym, the two students who are While they are running across the gym, the two students who are 
IT try to tag them. If students are tagged before they reach the other IT try to tag them. If students are tagged before they reach the other 

corner of the gym, they are out, and they become IT as well. The corner of the gym, they are out, and they become IT as well. The 
games leader may call any fruit or may call “Fruit Basket Upset,” and games leader may call any fruit or may call “Fruit Basket Upset,” and 

then all the fruits run. The leader may also call two or more specific then all the fruits run. The leader may also call two or more specific 
fruits (e.g., apple and orange). The last student remaining wins!fruits (e.g., apple and orange). The last student remaining wins!

Fruit Fruit 
basket basket 
upsetupset

# 2# 2

CaptureCapture
the the 

TreasureTreasure

# 1# 1

Materials:Materials:  
Two towels Two towels 
(different (different 
colors)colors)
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Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!


