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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 
In the Bible story, what do we discover about the gifts found in 
a relationship with God?

Lesson 19: “The Value of God’s Kingdom”
Large Group Lesson and Games Leader Plan

• A Bible
• Four sticky notes with the following clues written on them: Matthew, 13, 44-, 46
• Eight pieces of 8.5 by 11 construction paper with the letters of the word 
    T-R-E-A-S-U-R-E written out, one letter per paper

Students will discover the gifts found in God such as forgiveness, new life, joy and 
peace, the Holy Spirit, hope of Jesus’s return and entry into the family of God. In 
response, students will see God himself as the greatest treasure they could receive!

 ● The relationship students have with God brings them great joy.
 ● Students live with a hope and a joy that gives them strength and peace in the  
	 midst	of	life’s	difficulties.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about the gifts found in a relationship with God?

“The Parable of the Hidden Treasure.” (Matthew 13:44-46, NLT)

“Treasure in a Field”
It’s time to go on a treasure hunt!
You will need to prepare the clues and hide them before club:

 ● Four sticky notes with the following clues written on them: Matthew,13, 44-,  
 and 46.

 ● Eight pieces of 8 ½ by 11 construction paper with the letters of the word   
 T-R-E-A-S-U-R-E written out, one letter per paper. Choose four letters from  
 the word T-R-E-A-S-U-R-E and write one of the following clues on the back  
 of each paper.

Clue (Behind a letter) Sticky note location Sticky note says...
You hide this in your heart. Back of a Bible Matthew
It’s what you sit on and it’s 
not your bottom!

Under a chair 13

It’s hanging on a wall. Behind, beside or stuck on top of 
a poster or picture on the wall

44-

Someone who teaches you 
God’s Word every week!

With one of the Small Group 
Leaders

46



Set the word T-R-E-A-S-U-R-E up where it can be seen by all the students. You can lean the letters 
against	or	affix	them	to	a	wall.	Then,	read	the	following:

Treasure Hunters! Listen up!
Four clues you get today.
They’ll lead you to a treasure
That will make you rich always.
The clues are in the word itself
Of this, you can be sure.
Everything you need to know
Is in the word TREASURE.
So figure out, then find the word
Third letter in the clue
Will tell you where to go and find
Another clue or what to do.
It’s not a buried treasure
Unless it’s hidden deep within
So hide it in your heart and start
Your treasure hunt – BEGIN!
 
Choose volunteers to look behind one of the letters in the word “TREASURE” for a hidden clue. If there 
is no clue, call up another volunteer to check behind another letter. If a student uncovers a clue, help 
them	read	it	aloud	and	find	the	clue	hidden	in	the	room.
 
As each clue is found, begin assembling them together. When all four clues are put together in the 
correct order, it will read “Matthew 13:44-46”. Open a Bible and read the story, asking students to fol-
low along with the motions they’ve been learning the last few weeks in the large group time.

“The kingdom of heaven (create a crown by encircling your hands atop your head) is like treasure 
hidden (start by holding one hand on the wrist of the other and then slide the hand down so that it’s 
hidden inside the other) in a field. (stretch your arms out horizontally) When a man found it (using 
your	pointer	and	middle	finger,	pretend	to	make	a	man	walk	across	the	palm	of	your	other	hand), he 
hid it again (start by holding one hand on the wrist of the other and then slide the hand down so that 
it’s hidden inside the other), and then in his joy (using	your	two	pointer	fingers,	point	to	your	cheeks	
while smiling) went and sold all he had and bought that field (slide one palm across the palm of 
your other hand multiple times).

Again, the kingdom of heaven (create a crown by encircling your hands atop your head) is like 
a merchant (pretend to hold out your hand as if looking for a handshake) looking for fine pearls 
(salute with your hand and look left and right). When he found one of great value (hold up one 
finger), he went away (using	your	pointer	and	middle	finger,	pretend	to	make	a	man	walk	across	the	
palm of your other hand) and sold everything he had and bought it (slide one palm across the 
palm of your other hand multiple times).” (NLT) 

Jesus told the story of the treasure hidden in a field to teach us that there is a treasure to 
be found that’s more valuable than anything else in life.  This treasure is being with God 
in his kingdom where he is king. This treasure is available to every person in the world – 
but you must receive it. This treasure is available because God sent Jesus for you, to take 
away your sin, so you could be in God’s kingdom forever. Have you found the treasure 
yet?  We’ll talk about this in our small groups.
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Review the day’s quest: 
 In the Bible story, what do we discover about the gifts 
found in a relationship with God? 

Ask students to think about one treasure they discovered about God as 
they engaged with the Bible story. 

Invite students to turn to a neighbor and share the treasure they 
discovered.	Remind	students	that	they	may	have	discovered	a	different	
treasure from their neighbor!  Then, ask students who are willing to 
share with the entire group. 

Review
Treasure is found here!
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Leader tip: Ask students to share where in the Bible story they 
discovered	that	treasure	or	enlist	the	help	of	the	entire	group	to	figure	it	
out. This will encourage students to see why the Word of God is so 
important in the process of searching for treasure. 



Divide students into teams of 6-8 players. Each team should form a Divide students into teams of 6-8 players. Each team should form a 
circle with players facing inward and holding hands. Give each team circle with players facing inward and holding hands. Give each team 
an inflated balloon and on the signal “go,” all teams must keep their an inflated balloon and on the signal “go,” all teams must keep their 
balloon from touching the ground until the leader yells “stop.” Players balloon from touching the ground until the leader yells “stop.” Players 
may use any part of their body to hit the balloon except their hands—may use any part of their body to hit the balloon except their hands—
they must hold hands with the person on each side of them. Give a they must hold hands with the person on each side of them. Give a 
point to every team that keeps their balloon from touching the ground point to every team that keeps their balloon from touching the ground 
for each “round.” Play as many rounds as you like.for each “round.” Play as many rounds as you like.

This game is very much like a regular game of tag except that,This game is very much like a regular game of tag except that,
 true to the name, everyone is IT. On the “go” signal, all players  true to the name, everyone is IT. On the “go” signal, all players 

run around trying to tag everyone else and to avoid being run around trying to tag everyone else and to avoid being 
tagged themselves. Once tagged, a player must sit down tagged themselves. Once tagged, a player must sit down 

immediately. The last one standing is the winner.immediately. The last one standing is the winner.

Everyone’s Everyone’s 
It!It!

# 2# 2

Keep it Keep it 
Up!Up!

# 1# 1

Materials:Materials:  
Inflated balloons, Inflated balloons, 
one per group of one per group of 

6-8 players6-8 players

“Discovering God’s Treasure!” | Lesson 19 | LG and Games Plan 4

Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!


