
Lesson 19: “The Value of God’s Kingdom”
Grades 6-8 Small Group Leader Plan

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while 
students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them   

 either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?”   

 Feelings Wheel (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “What images come to mind when I say the  

 words, king, kingdom, castle, prince and princess?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Speedball
Materials needed: A squishy ball

Begin by having all players stand close to the center of the playing area. Throw a squishy ball into the 
air over the players. Whoever grabs the ball first can take three steps in any direction and has five 
seconds to throw it. They may either throw it up into the air again or try to tag another player.  If they 
tag someone with the ball, the player sits down. If they catch it, the player who threw must sit down.  
Anyone sitting down can get back up if they are able to grab the ball (without moving from their seated 
spot) and tag another standing player. There are no teams, and no “winners” in this game, although 
you may play until there are only a few remaining, declare them “winners” and begin a new round.
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• A Bible
• A snack and a nametag for each student
• How are you feeling? Feelings Wheel*
• Treasure chest handout, one per student

Students will discover the gifts found in God such as forgiveness, new life, joy and 
peace, the Holy Spirit, hope of Jesus’s return and entry into the family of God. In 
response, students will see God himself as the greatest treasure they could receive!

 ● The relationship students have with God brings them great joy.
 ● Students live with a hope and a joy that gives them strength and peace in the  

 midst of life’s difficulties.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about the gifts found in a relationship with God?

“The Parable of the Hidden Treasure.” (Matthew 13:44-46, NLT)
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    Worship – Lamp

What kind of king and leader would you be 
willing to follow and obey? What kind of 
king or leader would you not be willing to 
follow and obey?

Take student responses. 

The Bible story we’ve been exploring 
reminds us that Jesus found joy in laying 
down his life for us to make us his very own 
and to become the king and leader of our 
lives. Is that the kind of king and leader 
you’d be willing to follow and obey? 

Take student responses. 

Give each student an index card and a pencil and 
ask them to write one to three areas or situations in 
their life that they would like to surrender to Jesus. 
If students are willing, ask them to share with the 
group. 

  Identity – Clothing

When we put our trust in 
Jesus, we become beloved 
sons and daughters of the 
King, just as Jesus is God 
the Father’s beloved Son. 

We are adopted into his family, and we 
become royal members of God’s kingdom!  

What words are used to describe family 
members of a king?

Take student responses. (Princes and princesses.) 

What kind of lives do they lead? What is 
expected of them? What privileges do they 
receive by being members of the king’s 
family? 

Take student responses. 

Princes and princesses have many special 
privileges as children of a king. However, 
there are also certain expectations of how 
they are to behave!

Open a discussion: What are the privileges of 
being children of the King? What are the 
expectations?

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!

Materials: 
-One index card per student

-Pencils, one per student
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      Meditation – Hat

In the parable of the 
hidden treasure, the man 
sells everything he has 
because of the joy that the 

hidden treasure brings him.

In his joy, Jesus left his perfect, heavenly
home to live in this hurting and broken 
world.

In his joy, Jesus suffered on the cross to 
receive the punishment for our sins so that 
we can receive forgiveness and mercy. 

In his joy to make you his very own 
treasure, Jesus gave up everything he had. 

Focusing on those words “in his joy,” close 
your eyes and imagine that Jesus is in front 
of you. How does he look at you? What are 
his facial expressions? What does he say to 
you, and how does he say it? 

Pause for a minute, and invite students to share 
while their eyes remain closed. 

   Confession – GPS

Ask students the following 
questions:

 ● Would you go skydiving for a million  
 dollars?

 ● Would you eat five plates of your least  
 favorite food if you could bring home  
 anything from the store that you   
 wanted at any time?

 ● Would you give up summer vacation if  
 recess took up half of the school day? 

When we let Jesus reign and rule in our 
lives and in our hearts, he may ask us to do 
things that we don’t want to do. However, 
when we see the value of Jesus being our 
king and we trust that his plans for our life 
are more valuable than our own plans, our 
hearts are more than willing to obey him. 
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

Even though Jesus is the 
king and leader of God’s 
heavenly kingdom, he listens 
and hears your prayers! He 
is both mighty and powerful,

deserving of high honor and respect, but 
he’s also personal and longs for a connection 
with you! He wants to hear what’s on your 
mind and he longs to be welcomed into your 
daily life so that he can guide and lead you! 

Let’s pray and invite God into our lives. I’m 
going to lead us in prayer by reading some 
questions that encourage us to welcome God 
into different parts of our lives. After each 
question, we’re going to pause for 
silent prayer. When you are finished, put 
your hand on your head so I know when to 
move on to the next question. We are not in 
a rush today! 

After each question, pause until the majority of 
students put their hands on their head, and then 
continue on to the next question.

 ● What would you like to tell God about  
 your family and what happens at home?

 ● Let’s listen to God and hear what he has  
 to say. What does God want to say to  
 you about your family and about your  
 life at home? 

 ● What would you like to tell God about  
 your school, your teacher and your   
 homework?

 ● Let’s listen to God and hear what he has  
 to say. What does God want to say to  
 you about your life as a student? 

 ● What would you like to tell God about  
 your friends and classmates?

 ● Let’s listen to God and hear what he has  
 to say. What does God want to say to  
 you about your friends and classmates? 

What else can you tell God about? What 
other areas of your life would you like to 
invite God into? 

Take student responses. 

We can talk to God each moment of the day! 
How can you invite God into your life this 
week through prayer? 

Take student responses.

      Service – Rope

God’s kingdom is too good 
for us to enjoy without 
sharing the invitation with 
others. Let’s each ask God to 
bring someone to mind who 

has yet to accept the invitation into God’s 
kingdom. 

Pause for a few moments as the students pray 
individually. 

Open a discussion, “What would you say to 
this person that God has brought to your 
mind? How would you describe what it’s 
like living in God’s kingdom?”
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Thanksgiving – Campfire
We’re going to take a 
moment to pause and thank 
God for who he is and for 
the treasures he’s revealed 
to us about himself and his 

kingdom in the Bible story today!

As we thank God together, we’re going to 
share what we’re thankful for by making 
some God S’MORE’s! 

Go through the steps below, pausing for a minute 
after each prayer prompt: 

 ● Preparing the graham cracker on   
 the bottom is the first step to making  
 a s’more!

	 Tell	Father	God	about	the	first	thing	
	 that	comes	to	your	mind	when	you	
	 think	about	something	you’re	
	 thankful	for! 

 ● Then, a piece of chocolate is added to  
 the graham cracker. The taste of the  
 chocolate in the s’more stands out   
 from all the rest! 

	 Thank	Father	God	for	one	thing	
	 you	discovered	about	him	and	his	
	 kingdom	today	that	stands	out	
	 to	you. 

 ● The next step is to prepare the   
 marshmallow. The marshmallow may  
 start out as just a plain marshmallow,  
 but when it’s roasted in the fire, it can  
 change its shape or texture. It could be  
 browned or burnt, crunchy or gooey! 

	 Thank	Father	God	for	one	way	he		
	 changed	your	mind	about	who	he	
	 is	and	what	he	is	like	during	club		
	 today. 

 ● Adding the graham cracker on the top  
 is the last step to making a s’more!

 
	 Thank	Father	God	for	something	
	 that	you	discovered	about	him	last		
	 week.

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When students are finished sharing, collect the 
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until Lesson 20 
so the group can review all the treasure on the last 
day of exploring the Parable of the Hidden 
Treasure. 

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.
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