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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 
What do we discover about God in the Bible story? 

Ask students to recall the Parable of Hidden Treasure by performing the motions 
from the students learned the last two weeks:

“The kingdom of heaven (create a crown by encircling your hands atop your 
head) is like treasure hidden (start by holding one hand on the wrist of the 
other and then slide the hand down so that it’s hidden inside the other) in a field. 
(stretch your arms out horizontally) When a man found it (using your 
pointer and middle finger, pretend to make a man walk across the palm of your 
other hand), he hid it again (start by holding one hand on the wrist of the other 
and then slide the hand down so that it’s hidden inside the other), and then in 
his joy (using your two pointer fingers, point to your cheeks while smiling) went 
and sold all he had and bought that field (slide one palm across the palm of 
your other hand multiple times).

Again, the kingdom of heaven (create a crown by encircling your hands atop 
your head) is like a merchant (pretend to hold out your hand as if looking for 
a handshake) looking for fine pearls (salute with your hand and look left and 
right). When he found one of great value (hold up one finger), he went 
away (using your pointer and middle finger, pretend to make a man walk across 
the palm of your other hand) and sold everything he had and bought it 
(slide one palm across the palm of your other hand multiple times).” (NLT) 

Lesson 18: “A Great Price Was Paid”
Large Group Lesson and Games Leader Plan

 ● A Bible
 ● A sheet of chart paper and a marker
 ● Six foam dodgeballs

Students will discover God’s desire to be in close relationship with them. In response, 
students are compelled to agree in faith with who God is, what he’s accomplished and 
why he desires to save and rescue them through Jesus!  

 ● Students experience a close relationship with God by trusting in the work of  
 Jesus and his love for them.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan to heal, save and rescue us?

“The Parable of the Hidden Treasure.” (Matthew 13:44-46, NLT)



In both stories, both the man and the merchant do what?

Take student responses.

They sell everything to buy the treasure and the pearl and to make these treasures their very 
own possession!

We are the treasure that Jesus discovered hidden in the world. In his excitement to make us 
his own treasured possession, Jesus didn’t take us out of the world, but he sold everything he 
had to make the entire world his own!
 
What exactly did Jesus sell or give up to make us his own treasured possession? We’re going 
to explore that today!

Hang up a sheet of chart paper on a wall so that it faces the students.
 
Read the following Bible passages, asking students the following question after each one: What did Jesus 
give up to make us his own treasured possession? Record student responses with a marker on the 
sheet of chart paper.
 
1. “But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be 

whole. He was whipped so we could be healed.” (Isaiah 53:5, NLT)
2. “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to   

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Peter 2:24, NLT)
3. “He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world.” (1 John 2:2, NLT)
4. “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a   

ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45, NLT)
5. “But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on 

the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the   
Scriptures, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’” (Galatians 3:13, NLT)

6. “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be 
made right with God through Christ.” (2 Corinthians 5:21, NLT)

7. “Since he himself has gone through suffering and testing, he is able to help us when we are 
being tested.” (Hebrews 2:18, NLT)

8. “Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became 
flesh and blood.” (Hebrews 2:14a, NLT) 

Sin is costly, and so are its consequences. Based on what we’ve discovered this year, what are 
some of the consequences of our sin? What does our sin cost us?

Take student responses.
 
For example: 

 ● We can’t live forever with God in our sin!
 ● We forget that we are God’s good creation!
 ● Our relationships with others can be easily broken.
 ● We experience sickness, pain and sorrow!
 ● We can’t talk to God face-to-face!
 ● We forget that we are God’s good creation!
 ● We cause damage to the image of God we were created to reflect, making it difficult for the world to  

 know who God is and what he is actually like!
 ● We don’t trust, obey or follow God’s commands, which are for our good! 
 ● Ultimately, the wages, or price of sin, is death and separation from God!
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Review the day’s quest: 
 In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan to heal, 
save and rescue us?

Ask students to think about one treasure they discovered about God as they 
engaged with the Bible story. 

Invite students to turn to a neighbor and share the treasure they discovered. 
Remind students that they may have discovered a different treasure from their 
neighbor!  Then, ask students who are willing to share with the entire group. 

Review
Treasure is found here!
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Leader tip: Ask students to share where in the Bible story they discovered that 
treasure or enlist the help of the entire group to figure it out. This will encourage 
students to see why the Word of God is so important in the process of searching 
for treasure. 

The cost for our sin is massive. It’s not only costly for us, but it also costs God something 
too! Because of our sin, God can’t be in close relationship with us, nor can we live with him 
forever. God created us to be in relationship with him, to enjoy and worship him forever! 
God placed us on the earth to show the world who he is and what he is like, but now, 
because of our sin, a lot of people don’t know him. But that’s not the end of the story!
 
Even though none of us could pay the high price for our sins, there was one who could: 
Jesus, God’s Son! 

Jesus is perfect. He obeys every one of God’s commands. He shows the world who God is 
and what he is like. He truly loves God and loves people. When Jesus died for our sins, God 
was paying a great price: the life of his Son! When Jesus died, he was proclaiming the 
seriousness of our sin, that it cost the life of God’s perfect Son, and the greatness of his love 
for us, that he would pay such a price to make us his very own treasured possession and to 
restore our relationship with him!



To play dodgeball, To play dodgeball, 
you will need a you will need a 
large playing area with large playing area with 
boundary markers for sidelines and a center line dividing the two boundary markers for sidelines and a center line dividing the two 
teams. Divide the students into two teams, one for each side of the teams. Divide the students into two teams, one for each side of the 
playing area. Place six dodgeballs on the centerline, which students playing area. Place six dodgeballs on the centerline, which students 
may race to grab when the game begins. The goal is to throw the balls to may race to grab when the game begins. The goal is to throw the balls to 
hit players on the opposing team, keeping in line with the following rules:hit players on the opposing team, keeping in line with the following rules:
1. 1. You are out if you step over the centerline, out of bounds, if a ball hits   You are out if you step over the centerline, out of bounds, if a ball hits   

your body (NO balls allowed to hit above the chest, or if someone   your body (NO balls allowed to hit above the chest, or if someone   
catches a ball you threw. catches a ball you threw. 

2. 2. You are safe if you are hit by a ball that has bounced off the floor, wall, or   You are safe if you are hit by a ball that has bounced off the floor, wall, or   
another player first. another player first. 

3. 3. You may block balls with a ball in your hand, but if you drop the ball while   You may block balls with a ball in your hand, but if you drop the ball while   
trying to block, you are out. trying to block, you are out. 

If the game comes down to 1 player per side, they have 10 seconds to hit each other If the game comes down to 1 player per side, they have 10 seconds to hit each other 
out; if not, “Showdown” comes into effect. The game is paused, each player gets out; if not, “Showdown” comes into effect. The game is paused, each player gets 
two balls, two balls are lined up at the ends of the centerline, and the centerline is two balls, two balls are lined up at the ends of the centerline, and the centerline is 
dissolved. The first player to get the other player out wins. dissolved. The first player to get the other player out wins. 

 Choose one student to be the “shark.” The rest of the  Choose one student to be the “shark.” The rest of the 
players are “minnows” and should line up on one side of the players are “minnows” and should line up on one side of the 

gym or playing area. When the “shark” yells “1 . . . 2 . . . 3 . . . all gym or playing area. When the “shark” yells “1 . . . 2 . . . 3 . . . all 
the minnows cross the sea!” all the players must run across the the minnows cross the sea!” all the players must run across the 

playing area to the opposite side. The “shark” should try to tag as playing area to the opposite side. The “shark” should try to tag as 
many “minnows” as possible before they reach safety on the many “minnows” as possible before they reach safety on the 

other side. Any “minnow” who has been tagged becomes a shark other side. Any “minnow” who has been tagged becomes a shark 
and assists in tagging remaining “minnows” as they cross the sea. and assists in tagging remaining “minnows” as they cross the sea. 
Play continues until one player is left, or a small number of players Play continues until one player is left, or a small number of players 

who can be declared the winners. An alternative option is for an who can be declared the winners. An alternative option is for an 
adult leader to call out specific groups to cross the sea, such as all the adult leader to call out specific groups to cross the sea, such as all the 

students in a certain grade, everyone wearing blue, etc.students in a certain grade, everyone wearing blue, etc.

Sharks Sharks 
and and 

MinnowsMinnows

# 2# 2

Savior Savior 
DodgeballDodgeball

# 1# 1

Materials:Materials:  
Six foam Six foam 

dodgeballsdodgeballs
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Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!


