
Lesson 18: “A Great Price Was Paid”
Grades 3-5 Small Group Leader Plan

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while 
students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them   

 either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?”   

 emoji chart (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “What’s the greatest act of love someone   

 has done for you?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Blindfolded Cup Stacking
Materials needed: 15 plastic cups and a blindfold

Ask students to take turns wearing a blind fold and attempting to stack fifteen plastic cups in a 
pyramid in one minute or less. Then, ask them to try the same challenge without the blindfold. 
Discuss:

 ● How did it feel to attempt this challenge when you couldn’t see?
 ● How did it feel doing it again without the blindfold compared to the first time?

It’s a lot harder to know where to stack the cups when you can’t see! In the same way, we 
need Jesus to open our eyes to see the truth of God, to see our life and the world the way 
God does! 
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 ● A Bible
 ● A snack and a nametag for each student
 ● How are you feeling? Emoji Chart*
 ● Treasure chest handout, one per student

Students will discover God’s desire to be in close relationship with them. In response, 
students are compelled to agree in faith with who God is, what he’s accomplished and 
why he desires to save and rescue them through Jesus!  

 ● Students experience a close relationship with God by trusting in the work of  
 Jesus and his love for them.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan to heal, save and rescue us?

“The Parable of the Hidden Treasure.” (Matthew 13:44-46, NLT)
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   Confession – GPS

Which one of the following 
is a harder truth for you 
to agree with? Why do you 
think that is so? 

 ● Our sin is costly, deserving of death  
 and God deals with sin and its   
 consequences seriously.

 ● God’s love for us is so great that he’d  
 give up the life of his one and only Son! 

Take student responses.

Did anything change in your mind about 
these two truths today? How? 

Take student responses. 

In Jesus, we can receive life from agreeing 
with these truths because Jesus paid the 
great price for our sin yet he also showed us 
how much we are loved by God! 

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!

      Service – Rope

Read from 1 John 2:2 from the 
Message translation: “When 
[Jesus] served as a sacrifice 
for our sins, he solved the 
sin problem for good—not 

only ours, but the whole world’s.” (MSG)

Just as this gift is made available to us to 
receive, it’s also available to the whole 
world to receive for anyone who comes to 
faith in what Jesus has done on their behalf! 

The sin problem is separation with God. 
The gift that Jesus offers is a restored 
relationship with God! How can people 
receive such a gift if they don’t know it’s 
available? 

Take student responses.

We can tell people about this gift with our 
words, but we can also tell them about this 
gift by our actions. This week, when 
someone does something that isn’t nice or 
kind, instead of ignoring them or keeping 
distance from them (creating separation), 
tell them that you forgive them. This is 
exactly what God has done for us through 
Jesus, he offers us forgiveness. When 
forgiveness is offered, it restores our 
relationship with him when we receive it, 
and this forgiveness and kindness draws us 
closer to him. Nothing can separate us from 
his love!
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      Meditation – Hat

Pass out a check from Handout 1 and a pencil to 
each student. Make sure you’ve printed enough 
pages of Handout 1 for each student to take one 
check.

On the blank line, where it says “for,” ask students 
to write: {Insert their name}’s sin.

A check is a promise that your bank will 
pay the amount on the check. If you live in 
the US, your check will be for US dollars. If 
you live in Mexico, your check would be for 
pesos.

However, pesos or US dollars is not the kind 
of payment God is looking for. Sin doesn’t 
cost us money like dollars or pesos, but it 
does cost us a close relationship with God, 
and that’s worth a lot more than what all 
the money in the world could buy! 

We couldn’t pay the price for our sin, and 
God knew that we couldn’t, so he sent his 
one and only Son to pay the great price for 
our sin by dying on a cross. That’s why his 
name is written where one would normally 
put the amount of money for the payment. 
God’s payment for our sin was the life of 
his Son!

Keep this check with you when you leave 
today, and every time you look at it, 
remember the great price that Jesus paid 
for your sin! 

  Identity – Clothing

Read from 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “Don’t you 
realize that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given 
to you by God? You do not belong to 
yourself, for God bought you with a high 
price. So you must honor God with your 
body.” (NLT)

We are God’s treasured possession. We do 
not belong to ourselves, we belong to 
God now! 

Seeing how much God loves us and how 
much he’s willing to give up to make us his 
own treasured possession helps us trust 
that God’s plan for our life is better than 
anything we could imagine or plan on our 
own. 

How can we live as people who belong to 
God, who live for him?

Take their responses, recording them with a 
marker on a sheet of chart paper. 

Here are some ideas:
 ● Living in peace with others
 ● Being patient
 ● Not seeking revenge
 ● Forgiving others
 ● Giving thanks always
 ● Praying continuously
 ● Helping the weak, sick or hurting

Ask students to put their name next to something 
on the list that they will commit to doing in the 
following week. Remind students that as God’s 
treasured possessions, they are given the precious 
Holy Spirit that God has given them to be their 
helper, helping them to live as people who belong 
to God! 

Materials: 
-A sheet of chart paper

-A marker

Materials: 
-A check cutout from Handout 

1, one per student
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

Ask students to repeat after you 
in the following prayer: 

Jesus, I believe you are the 
Son of God, that you died on the cross to 
rescue me from sin and death. 

You paid a great price to restore my 
relationship with the Father.

I choose now to turn from my sins, my 
selfishness and every part of my life that 
does not please you. 

I choose you. I give myself to you because I 
belong to you.

I receive your forgiveness and ask you to 
take your rightful place in my life as my 
Savior and my Lord, today and always. 

Come reign in my heart, fill me with the 
Holy Spirit, with your love and your life, 
and help me to become like you each and 
every day. 

I trust that one day, all things in heaven 
and on earth, will be united with you, just 
as I am now. I wait for that day in hope! 

Thank you, God. In Jesus’ name I pray. 
Amen.

Encourage students to talk to Jesus about how he 
has saved them, is saving them in the present and 
how he will save them in the future! It is good for 
our hearts to remember what Jesus has done, is 
doing and will do!

      Worship – Lamp

We worship Jesus as the one and only Savior. No 
one else could pay the great price for our sins, 
only Jesus, God’s Son, who obeys God perfectly 
and lives out the truth about who God is and what 
he is like. That’s why Jesus said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father 
except through me.” (John 14:6, NLT).

Jesus is our one and only Savior. On the cross, he 
saved us, he is at work saving us now through the 
presence of the Holy Spirit that he sends to us, 
and he will save us when he returns to the earth 
one day!

Open up a Bible and read Ephesians 1:3-6 in NLT. Ask 
students, “How has Jesus already saved us?”

Take student responses. 

Examples may include: 
 ● Jesus made it known to us that the Father loves us.
 ● Because of Jesus, when God looks at us, he doesn’t  

 see our sin but the perfect life of Jesus! 
 ● We are adopted into God’s own family. The closest  

 relationship we could have with God was made  
 possible because of Jesus!

Read Ephesians 1:7-9 in NLT. Ask students, “How is 
Jesus at work saving us in the present?”

Take student responses.

Examples may include:
 ● We belong to Jesus and are showered with   

 kindness and grace, given the freedom and the  
 power to obey God’s commands and walk in   
 his ways! 

 ● United with Christ, all the blessings that Jesus  
 receives from the Father are given to us!

 ● Jesus made a way for us to live with God forever! 

Read Ephesians 1:10-14 in NLT. Ask students, “How will 
Jesus save us in the future?”

Take student responses.

Examples may include:
 ● Jesus will reign over everything in heaven and on  

 the earth.
 ● Jesus will ensure that all God’s promises will   

 come true.
 ● Jesus will make it known that we are his treasured  

 possession!

Materials: 
-A Bible
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Thanksgiving – Campfire

Give each student their own balloon. The small 
group leader will need one as well.

Let’s take turns calling out things we’re 
thankful for. Each time someone names 
something they are thankful for, add a puff 
of air to your balloon.

Take student responses. 

After each student has had a turn, call out 
something unpleasant such as, “Getting sick” or 
“My car broke down.”

I’m not sure everyone added air to their 
balloon for that one. When good things 
happen we’re all full of praise and 
thanksgiving—like our balloons are now. 
But when bad things happen, it’s more 
like this.

Deflate the balloon.

Regardless of the tough situations and the 
hard times we face, we can always find a 
reason to thank God in what he has already 
done for us through Jesus.
 
Read Psalm 107:21, “Let them praise the Lord 
for his great love and for the wonderful 
things he has done for them.” (NLT) 

His love for us never fails, and it endures 
forever! 

Read Psalm 106:1, “Praise the Lord. Give 
thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.” (NLT)

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When students are finished sharing, collect the 
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until Lesson 20 
so the group can review all the treasure on the last 
day of exploring the Parable of the Hidden 
Treasure.  

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.

Materials: 
-One balloon per student
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