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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 
What do we discover about people in the Bible story? 

Last week, we learned about the kingdom of God. If you were here 
last week, what is the kingdom of God?

The kingdom of God is wherever Jesus reigns as the king and the 
leader. When we make Jesus the leader of our lives, our lives 
become the kingdom of God. 

We’re going to explore the same story as last week, but now we’re 
going to look at the story a bit differently. If people who follow 
Jesus and let him be the leader of their lives make up the kingdom 
of God, what do these stories tell us about people? Who represents 
the man and the merchant in the story? Let’s explore these 
questions as we engage with the two stories we heard about last 
week using the motions we learned. If you weren’t here last week, 
we’ll go over the motions again.

Lesson 17: “We Are God’s Treasure”
Large Group Lesson and Games Leader Plan

• A Bible
• A dodgeball and four cones

Students will discover that God is their Creator who desires to live in close relationship 
with them and to reveal his goodness to the world in and through them. In response, 
students will recognize that sin keeps them from living in close relationship with God, 
their treasure!

 ● Students feel comfortable asking God for help when they feel lost or distant from him.
 ● Students trust that they’re known, loved and seen by God

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What do we discover about people in the Bible story? 

“The Parable of the Hidden Treasure.” (Matthew 13:44-46, NLT)



Read the two stories from Matthew 13:44-46 while showing students the motions: 

“The kingdom of heaven (create a crown by encircling your hands atop your head) 
is like treasure hidden (start by holding one hand on the wrist of the other and then 
slide the hand down so that it’s hidden inside the other) in a field. (stretch your arms 
out horizontally) When a man found it (using your pointer and middle finger, pretend 
to make a man walk across the palm of your other hand), he hid it again (start by 
holding one hand on the wrist of the other and then slide the hand down so that it’s 
hidden inside the other), and then in his joy (using your two pointer fingers, point to 
your cheeks while smiling) went and sold all he had and bought that field (slide 
one palm across the palm of your other hand multiple times).

Again, the kingdom of heaven (create a crown by encircling your hands atop your 
head) is like a merchant (pretend to hold out your hand as if looking for a handshake) 
looking for fine pearls (salute with your hand and look left and right). When he 
found one of great value (hold up one finger), he went away (using your pointer 
and middle finger, pretend to make a man walk across the palm of your other hand) and 
sold everything he had and bought it (slide one palm across the palm of your other 
hand multiple times).” (NLT) 

Ask one student to summarize the first story and one student to summarize the second story. 

Open a discussion with the questions, “What do these two stories tell us about people 
who follow Jesus and let him be the leader of their lives? Who represents the 
man and the merchant in the two stories? Who gave up all that he had to bring 
people into the kingdom of heaven?”

Take student responses.   

To Jesus, you are the treasure in the field and the pearl of great price and he 
gave up his home in heaven and gave his life away so that he could spend 
eternity with you!
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Review the day’s quest: 
 What do we discover about people in this Bible story? 

Ask students to think about one treasure they discovered about God as 
they engaged with the Bible story. 

Invite students to turn to a neighbor and share the treasure they 
discovered. Remind students that they may have discovered a different 
treasure from their neighbor!  Then, ask students who are willing to 
share with the entire group. 

Review
Treasure is found here!
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Leader tip: Ask students to share where in the Bible story they 
discovered that treasure or enlist the help of the entire group to figure it 
out. This will encourage students to see why the Word of God is so 
important in the process of searching for treasure. 



Two teams will play each other while two teams rest. There will be Two teams will play each other while two teams rest. There will be 
three, three-minute running clock games. To set up, place two cones three, three-minute running clock games. To set up, place two cones 
about 15 feet apart against the back wall behind the baseline on each about 15 feet apart against the back wall behind the baseline on each 
side of the gym. To score a goal, a team must hit the wall between the side of the gym. To score a goal, a team must hit the wall between the 
cones at a height of not more than five feet off the floor. The two teams cones at a height of not more than five feet off the floor. The two teams 
will play using the dodge ball. Normal soccer rules (e.g., no hands) will play using the dodge ball. Normal soccer rules (e.g., no hands) 
apply, but all players must “crab walk” for the entire three minutes. apply, but all players must “crab walk” for the entire three minutes. 
Assign points for each goal, and take away points for penalties such Assign points for each goal, and take away points for penalties such 
as “hand balls.” After the first two teams have played, let the other as “hand balls.” After the first two teams have played, let the other 
two teams play. Then the two winning teams will play each other for a two teams play. Then the two winning teams will play each other for a 
championship round.championship round.  One adult leader will stand at one end of the gym or  One adult leader will stand at one end of the gym or 

 playing area, and all the students will stand at the other end.  playing area, and all the students will stand at the other end. 
The leader will yell out either “Green light,” “Yellow light,” or The leader will yell out either “Green light,” “Yellow light,” or 

“Red light.” When yelling out “Green light,” the leader will close “Red light.” When yelling out “Green light,” the leader will close 
their eyes, and the students can run as fast as they want. The their eyes, and the students can run as fast as they want. The 

leader can then yell out “Yellow light” or “Red light” and open leader can then yell out “Yellow light” or “Red light” and open 
their eyes. On “yellow light,” students can only be walking, and their eyes. On “yellow light,” students can only be walking, and 

any student that the leader sees running still will go back to the wall any student that the leader sees running still will go back to the wall 
and start over. On “red light,” students must stop, and if the leader and start over. On “red light,” students must stop, and if the leader 

sees anyone moving, they must go to the wall and start over. The sees anyone moving, they must go to the wall and start over. The 
student that gets to the leader’s side first is the winner.student that gets to the leader’s side first is the winner.

Red Red 
light, light, 
green green 
lightlight

# 2# 2

Crab Crab 
soccer soccer 

tournamenttournament

# 1# 1

Materials:Materials:  
OneOne

 dodgeball and  dodgeball and 
four conesfour cones
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Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!


