
Lesson 17: “We Are God’s Treasure”
Grades 6-8 Small Group Leader Plan

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while students 
eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them either   

 today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?” Feelings   

 Wheel (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “Who is someone you know that makes you feel   

 really special? What do they do to make you feel that way?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a leader can 
pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Zap!
Materials needed: A set of Zap cards and the Question Pack

1. Find the “ZAP!” cards in your CKC Games Bag. Divide your small group into two teams. Ask one team to 
answer a question.

2. If the team answers correctly, they pull a card from the envelope. If they pull a number, they earn a point 
value and can choose whether they want to keep those points or pull another card.

3. If they pull again and they get a number value, they get to add that number to their accumulated points. 
Each time they must decide whether to pull again or stop. If they pull a ZAP card, all their points are lost. If 
they stop before pulling a ZAP card, record the accumulated total of points.

4. Keep score as you go along and put the points back in the bag for the next team or player. The person or 
team with the highest accumulated points wins.
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• A snack and a nametag for each student     • A Bible
• How are you feeling? Feelings Wheel*     • A flashlight
• Treasure chest handout, one per student     • Colored pencils or markers*
• A sheet of 8.5-by-11 inch copy paper,      • One 8 in string per student
    one per student
• Five beads per student, in red, orange, yellow,     • One index card per student
    green and blue

Students will discover that God is their Creator who desires to live in close relationship 
with them and to reveal his goodness to the world in and through them. In response, 
students will recognize that sin keeps them from living in close relationship with God, 
their treasure!

 ● Students feel comfortable asking God for help when they feel lost or distant from him.
 ● Students trust that they’re known, loved and seen by God

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What do we discover about people in the Bible story? 

“The Parable of the Hidden Treasure.” (Matthew 13:44-46, NLT)
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    Worship – Lamp

What did you discover 
about God by looking at this 
parable in a new way today?

Take student responses. (God loves us, is willing to 
give up his only Son for us and sees our value!) 

Read from 1 John 4:16, “We know how much 
God loves us, and we have put our trust in 
his love. God is love, and all who live in love 
live in God, and God lives in them.” (NLT). 

If the parable teaches us about God’s great 
love for us, what does  love look like?

Take student responses. Answers may vary. (Love 
sacrifices everything. Love is generous. Love never 
gives up, even when someone or something is lost.) 

We worship God by putting our trust in his 
love, trusting that he gave up the life of his 
one and only son for us, trusting that Jesus 
chose, in his joy, to lay down his life for us. 

God is love. How do we worship a God who 
is love, who shows us how much he loves us 
by what he’s willing to lay down for us? We 
trust in his overwhelming love for us! 

What would that look like for you to trust in 
God’s love to remember Jesus’s act of love 
each day? 

Take student responses. 

  Identity – Clothing

How much would you be 
willing to give up for:

 ● ...a gaming system?
 ● ...your favorite book?
 ● ...a stale piece of bread?
 ● ...a tablet?
 ● ...more time with your friends?

What we’re willing to give up for something 
tells us how much something is worth. If 
we’re willing to give up a little, or nothing at 
all, it’s something of little or no worth to us; 
but, if we’re willing to give up a lot, or 
everything, it’s something that is of 
great worth. 

What was God willing to give up for you?

Take student responses.

Based on what God was willing to give up 
for you, how much are you worth to God?

Take student responses.

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!
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      Meditation – Hat

Give students a sheet of paper and coloring 
utensils. Help students write in big bold letters on 
their sheet of paper: “I am God’s treasure and he is 
mine!” Above or below the word treasure, ask 
students to draw something that they associate 
with the word treasure. It could be something they 
own that they treasure the most, or something they 
believe is valuable. 

Pass out a plastic gold coin to each student (This 
can also be a piece of candy as well.) Give the 
students two minutes to engage with the sentence 
on their sheet of paper by sliding the gold coin with 
their finger over each word as they say each word 
silently in their heads. Students can repeat the 
sentence several times depending on how fast 
they go. If the students would benefit from more 
direction, ask them to start by going really slow 
as they meditate on each word, and then increase 
the speed as they go. The goal is for the students to 
memorize the sentence as they reflect on its 
 meaning. 

What does it mean to be God’s treasure? 

Take student responses. 

Thinking about the things that you treasure 
the most, what would our lives look like if 
God was our treasure? 

Take student responses. 

   Confession – GPS

Who would you consider to 
be a “bad” person?

Take student responses.

After exploring today’s Bible story, how 
do you think God sees even the people we 
would consider “bad?”

Take student responses.

Read Romans 5:8, “But God showed his great 
love for us by sending Christ to die for us 
while we were still sinners.”

How does this Bible verse reflect what we 
learned today? How did your thoughts or 
ideas about God and how God sees people 
change today? 

Take student responses.

Materials: 
-A sheet of 8.5-by-11 inch copy 

paper, per student
-Colored pencils, markers or 

crayons
-A plastic gold coin OR an 

individually-wrapped piece 
of candy
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

Does knowing that you are 
God’s treasured possession
change what you think 
about prayer and engaging 
with God? How do you think 

God responds to you when you pray? 

Take student responses. 

Read from Matthew 7:9-11, “You parents—if 
your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you 
give them a stone instead? Or if they ask for 
a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course 
not! So if you sinful people know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give good 
gifts to those who ask him.” (NLT)

We know God is good and loving, and that 
we are his treasured children. He is not 
going to answer our prayers poorly; he is 
going to richly answer our prayers. He may 
not answer prayer the way we want him to, 
but he will answer the prayer better than we 
ever thought, because God, as our Father, 
knows everything about us! 

      Service – Rope

Out of Darkness, Into the Light
Dim the lights. Turn on a flashlight and move it 
about the room on the wall or the floor.  Tell the 
students that they have to follow the light. The last 
one to reach a new spot is out. The last student in 
the game gets to shine the light for the next round. 

Darkness, just like the treasure buried in the 
field, hides things from view. What did you 
discover today that was hidden that now 
you see Jesus and what he’s done for you 
and me? 

Take student responses. 

Read 1 Peter 2:9-10, “But you are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may 
declare the praises of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His wonderful light. Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 
(NLT). 

Based on this Bible verse, what is expected 
from God’s special possession?

Take student responses. (To declare his praises!) 

As God’s treasured people, we get to 
proclaim to other people how excellent he 
really is. We get to tell others the good news, 
that Jesus gave up everything, even his own 
life, to pay the price to make them his 
treasured possession. This means that even 
those that we think are unworthy are worthy 
in God’s sight because God gave up his one 
and only son to make them his own! 

We don’t just tell people about Jesus by our 
words, but also by our actions. Every time 
that we treat someone as God’s treasured 
possession, we proclaim to them that Jesus 
died to make them his own! 

By word or action, how can you show people 
that God would give up his son to make them 
his very own? 

Take student responses. 

Materials: 
-A flashlight
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Thanksgiving – Campfire

Read from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Always be 
joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you 
who belong to Christ Jesus.” (NLT).

Today we learned about something we can 
always be thankful for: God’s love for us! 
What else can we be grateful for even when 
the circumstances in our lives are not so 
great? 

Thanksgiving Bracelets
Give each student a piece of string that will fit 
around their wrist and five colored beads: red, 
orange, yellow, green and blue. Help the students 
tie a knot on one end of the string. Then, give each 
student an index card and set out coloring utensils.

As the students are putting the beads on their 
bracelet, ask students to think of five different 
things they can always thank God for and assign 
one color to each. When students are finished, help 
the students tie the two ends of the string together 
to create their bracelet. On their index card, 
instruct the students to create a key identifying 
what each color represents.

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When students are finished sharing, collect the 
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until the end of 
the first five weeks so the group can review all the 
treasure on the last day of exploring the parable of 
the hidden treasure. 

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.

Materials: 
-One 8 inch string per student
-Five beads per student; one 
red, one orange, one yellow, 

one green and one blue
-One index card per student
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