
Lesson 15: “Finding Our Way Back to God”
Grades 3-5 Small Group Leader Plan

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while 
students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them   

 either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?”   

 emoji chart (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “What was the most meaningful gift you’ve  

 ever received?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Speedball
Materials needed: a squishy ball

Begin by having all players stand close to the center of the playing area. Throw a squishy ball into the 
air over the players. Whoever grabs the ball first can take three steps in any direction and has five 
seconds to throw it. They may either throw it up into the air again or try to tag another player.  If they 
tag someone with the ball, the player sits down. If they catch it, the player who threw must sit down.  
Anyone sitting down can get back up if they are able to grab the ball (without moving from their seated 
spot) and tag another standing player. There are no teams, and no “winners” in this game, although 
you may play until there are only a few remaining, declare them “winners” and begin a new round.
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• A Bible
• A snack and a nametag for each student
• How are you feeling? Emoji Chart*
• Treasure chest handout, one per student
• The treasure chest handouts from Lessons 11 to 14

Students will discover God’s love for others inside themselves and will seek to 
share his love and his word with others.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What discoveries from the Bible story do you feel led to share with the people in 
your life by your words, actions or attitudes?

“David finds his way back to God.” (Psalm 51) 
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    Worship – Lamp

Ask students the question, “What have you 
discovered about God the past four weeks?”

Collect the students’ responses and write them 
down on a sheet of chart paper. Encourage 
students to fill in the blank: “God is {insert 
characteristic of God}.”

We’re going to worship God together by 
sharing with one another where we’ve 
seen these characteristics of God in our 
daily lives. 

Go through each item on the list that the students 
created, and ask the question, “Where have you 
seen God as {insert a characteristic of God from 
the list} in the past week?” 

Take student responses.

Encourage students that this is a great activity 
that they can do at home or at school to remind 
themselves of God’s presence in their daily lives. 
Encourage them to ask themselves the question, 
“Where have I seen God at work (today, this week, 
this month)?”

  Identity – Clothing

For the following craft, each student will need two 
craft sticks and a five foot string of yarn. 

Help students tie a knot with one end of their 
string to hold their popsicle sticks together in the 
shape of an X. Then, show students how to wrap 
the string around one stick, pulling it tight, and 
then pulling the string around the next stick. The 
students will continue to wrap each stick as they 
rotate the craft. When the students run out of yarn, 
help them secure the yarn by tying it into one final 
knot around the craft stick. 

As students are weaving their craft, ask the 
question: “Based on what you discovered in 
Psalm 51 the past few weeks, who are you in 
God’s eyes?” 

Take student responses.

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!

Materials: 
-Two craft sticks per student
-A five-foot string of yarn per 

student

Materials: 
-A sheet of chart paper

-A marker
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      Meditation – Hat

What treasures have you discovered in 
God’s Word the past four weeks? 

Take student responses. 

Give students a sheet of paper and coloring 
utensils. Let them draw depictions of the treasures 
they discovered in the story of Psalm 51.  

How will you bring these treasures to mind 
this week? What thoughts will you have to 
“trade” for these treasures?

Take student responses.

   Confession – GPS

When we sin, we often try to create distance 
between us and God because we don’t think 
he wants to see or deal with the messes we 
make, when going to God is how we 
experience healing and forgiveness.

Give each student an index card and a pencil.

What do you have going on in your life right 
now that you know is creating distance 
between you and God? Write or draw these 
on your index card.

In Psalm 51, David:
 ● trusts in God’s mercy
 ● takes responsibility his sin
 ● asks for his sins to be washed away
 ● asks for joy and obedience to replace  

 his sin
 ● asks to show others who God is and  

 what he is like through his obedience

We’re going to follow David’s example in 
Psalm 51 and bring our sins and everything 
that distances us from God to him so we can 
experience healing and forgiveness. 

Invite students to repeat after you in the following 
prayer: 

 ● God, you don’t give me what my sins  
 deserve. 

 ● I have sinned against you. 
 ● Wash away my sins. 
 ● In their place, give me joy in you and  

 the power to obey your word. 
 ● With your help, I will go and share   

 who you are and what you are like   
 to others!

Materials: 
-Colored pencils, markers 

or crayons
-A sheet of 8.5-by-11 inch 
copy paper per student

Materials: 
-Index cards, one per student

-Pencils, one per student
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

*Note: Complete the worship activity before 
engaging in prayer, the list the students create will 
be used for prayer. 

Pass out an index card and a pen or a pencil to each 
student. Make sure that all the students can see the 
list they created during the worship activity* with 
all of their discoveries about God.

Knowing who God is gives us confidence 
when we pray!

Using the following steps and prompts, guide 
students in writing their prayer to God on their 
index card. 

Step 1: Ask students to start their prayer by 
thanking God for one of his characteristics. 

 ● Prompt: “Thank you God that you are  
 {insert characteristic from the list}.” 

Step 2: Ask students to form their prayer requests 
that is something that God can do and is willing to 
do because of who he is.

 ● Prompt: “Because you are {insert   
 characteristic}, I pray that {insert   
 prayer request}. 

Step 3: Ask students to share what they wrote on 
their index card so that the students know what 
they can be praying for one another. 

Step 4: Ask students to find a partner and pray for 
one another using each other’s index card prayers. 
Students can pray aloud or silently.

      Service – Rope

Let’s pray for more people 
to join us in this journey 
of discovering treasures in 
God’s Word and in a 

relationship with God himself!

Invite students to pray aloud for the students and 
teachers in their school that they would discover 
for themselves the treasures in God’s Word and in 
a relationship with God. 

Pray a blessing over the students in the group 
that they would share and exhibit these treasures 
in their classrooms and in interactions with their 
classmates and teachers. 

Materials: 
-The chart paper from the worship 

activity*
-An index card, one per student

-Pencils, one per student
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Thanksgiving – Campfire
Ask the students to sit around 
in a circle, as if they are sitting 
around a campfire. Ask them 
to imagine that they’re sitting 
around a campfire after their 

four week treasure hunt journey. 

Ask students to share about their journey the past 
few weeks.

What treasures did you find? Was the 
journey easy or difficult? What tools and 
treasures are you thankful for? 

Take student responses. 

Optional: Pass out a fun treat for the students to 
enjoy as they share with one another. This is a time 
of celebration!

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-A new treasure chest handout, 

one per student
-Treasure chest handouts from  
Lesson 11 to 14 for each student

Give each student their treasure chest handouts 
from Lessons 11 to 14 and a new treasure chest 
handout. Give students two minutes to review 
what treasures they’ve discovered over the last 
four weeks. 

On today’s treasure chest handout, write 
or draw one treasure you’ve discovered in 
the last four weeks that you feel led to share 
with the people in your life by your words, 
actions or attitudes. Circle any tools that 
helped you to discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. You may also want to ask that all 
the students spread out their handouts from 
Lessons 11 to 15 so that the collective group can see 
how many treasures were discovered! 

Depending on your small group or club, collect the 
handouts or let the students take them home. 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would empower them to share the treasures 
they’ve discovered with others. 
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