
Lesson 13: “Longing for Jesus”

 ● A mini notebook
 ● A marker

Students will discover God’s desire to be in close relationship with them. In response, 
students are compelled to agree in faith with who God is, what he’s accomplished and 
why he desires to save and rescue them through Jesus!  

 ● Students experience a close relationship with God by trusting in the work of  
 Jesus and his love for them.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan to heal, save and rescue us?

“David Brings His Heart to God.” (Psalm 51, NLT) 
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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 

In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s 
plan to heal, save and rescue us?

Large Group Lesson and Games Leader Plan

For the large group lesson, you will need a mini notebook. On the 
front with a marker, draw a cross to represent Jesus.

Read through Psalm 51 once, asking students to repeat each line 
after you. Then, silently, take the mini notebook, open it up (don’t 
let the students see the cross on the front of the notebook yet) and 
take a red marker and put an X on several of its pages. Read through 
the Psalm a second time, and every time you come across an 
underlined word or phrase, rip out some of the sheets of paper. 
(Make sure that by the end of the Psalm, all of the pages with a red X 
on it are ripped out.)



Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love.

Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain of my sins.

Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin.

For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and night.

Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is evil in your sight.

You will be proved right in what you say, and your judgment against me is just.

For I was born a sinner—yes, from the moment my mother conceived me.

But you desire honesty from the womb, teaching me wisdom even there.

Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

Oh, give me back my joy again; you have broken me—now let me rejoice.
Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt.

Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me.

Do not banish me from your presence, and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to obey you.

Then I will teach your ways to rebels, and they will return to you.

Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves; then I will joyfully sing of your 
forgiveness.

Unseal my lips, O Lord, that my mouth may praise you.

You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. You do not want a burnt offering.

The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, 
O God.” (Psalm 51:1-17, NLT). 

Take the notebook and flip the front cover so that the students can see the cross on it. 

David lived on the earth many years and generations before Jesus did, but David was 
already asking God for the work of the cross. He was praying for God’s plan of salvation 
through Jesus to come to pass.

How did David know to ask this of God? David was confident that God was compassionate, 
merciful, and forgiving yet also fair, just and holy. 
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Review the day’s quest: 
 In the Bible story, what do we discover about God’s plan 
to heal, save and rescue us?  

Ask students to think about one treasure they discovered about God as 
they engaged with the Bible story. 

Invite students to turn to a neighbor and share the treasure they 
discovered. Remind students that they may have discovered a different 
treasure from their neighbor!  Then, ask students who are willing to 
share with the entire group. 

Review
Treasure is found here!
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Leader tip: Ask students to share where in the Bible story they 
discovered that treasure or enlist the help of the entire group to figure it 
out. This will encourage students to see why the Word of God is so 
important in the process of searching for treasure. 

Based on Psalm 51, what is God’s plan to heal and rescue David from his sins?

Take student responses. 

 ● to give him a new heart that is willing and able to obey God. 
 ● to forgive his sins and wash them away
 ● to give him the Holy Spirit, God’s presence
 ● to save him from his hearts that wants to go astray
 ● to make a way for his broken heart to be received by God



Divide students into two teams and have them stand Divide students into two teams and have them stand 
facing each other across the centerline of the gym, or any marked facing each other across the centerline of the gym, or any marked 
boundary line in the center of your playing area. Assign one side to be boundary line in the center of your playing area. Assign one side to be 
team “Crows” and one to be team “Cranes.” The games leader stands team “Crows” and one to be team “Cranes.” The games leader stands 
in the center, visible to both teams, and calls out either “Crows” or in the center, visible to both teams, and calls out either “Crows” or 
“Cranes.” If “Crows” is called, team “Cranes” chases team “Crows” “Cranes.” If “Crows” is called, team “Cranes” chases team “Crows” 
as they turn around and race back to their safe line, which could be the as they turn around and race back to their safe line, which could be the 
gym wall or any other marked boundary line. Any members of team gym wall or any other marked boundary line. Any members of team 
“Crows” who are tagged become part of team “Cranes” and must go to “Crows” who are tagged become part of team “Cranes” and must go to 
the other team’s side. The same concept applies when the leader calls, the other team’s side. The same concept applies when the leader calls, 
“Cranes.” Play until time is up or everyone is one one side.“Cranes.” Play until time is up or everyone is one one side.

 Ask students to stand in a large circle. Play the music and  Ask students to stand in a large circle. Play the music and 
 have them begin marching around the circle. Once the music  have them begin marching around the circle. Once the music 

stops, announce the body parts they must place together with stops, announce the body parts they must place together with 
 another person. Those who haven’t found a partner within  another person. Those who haven’t found a partner within 

the allotted time limit are asked to step outside the circle and wait the allotted time limit are asked to step outside the circle and wait 
until a new round has begun. Examples are: knee to elbow, foot to until a new round has begun. Examples are: knee to elbow, foot to 

knee, hand to foot, elbow to ear, ear to stomach, nose to knee, etc.knee, hand to foot, elbow to ear, ear to stomach, nose to knee, etc.

Anatomy Anatomy 
ShufflerShuffler

# 2# 2

Crows Crows 
and and 

CranesCranes

# 1# 1
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Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!


