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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 
In the Bible story, what do we discover about people, 
God’s treasured creation?

Hang up a sheet of chart paper in front of the students. You will need a 
marker. 

We’re going to pray through David’s Psalm twice today. The 
first time, I want you to listen and pay attention to the words 
& phrases that are related to sin and disobedience to God 
and the words and phrases that are related to forgiveness 
and cleansing. We’ll discuss them after!

Lesson 12: “Here’s Our Heart”

 ● A Bible
 ● 40-50 rolled up paper balls

Students will discover that God is their Creator who desires to live in close relationship 
with them and to reveal his goodness to the world in and through them. In response, 
students will recognize that sin keeps them from living in close relationship with God, 
their treasure!

 ● Students feel comfortable asking God for help when they feel lost or distant from him.
 ● Students trust that they’re known, loved and seen by God

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What do we discover about people in the Bible story? 

“David brings his heart to God.” (Psalm 51, NLT)

Large Group Lesson and Games Leader Plan



Ask students to close their eyes and bow their heads for prayer. 

Because your love is as loyal and as sure as your promises and is not dependent upon us, 
don’t give us what our sins deserve, oh God!
 
Because you suffer with us in the consequences of our sin and personally know the pain we 
walk through as a result of sin, wipe away and take away all our wrongdoings. Remove them 
from the record of our lives! 

Wash us and cleanse us from all our sins so that we are brand new creations. 

Here’s our problem, God. Our wrongdoings are constantly before us. They take all of our 
attention and focus away from you and put our attention and focus on ourselves, others and 
the world. When our focus and attention is not on you, we get stuck because you’re the one 
we’ve sinned against! 

We have done what you say is wrong. What you say, God, is right and true, and you are fair 
when you judge us according to your word. And we have not obeyed your word, your word 
which is good, right and true, just like you!

As soon as we were born into this world, our hearts were far from you, bent on disobeying 
your word. You want us to be completely truthful, so teach us wisdom. 

Take away our sin, and we will be clean. Wash us, and we will be whiter than snow. With 
your power, we who were born as sinners can be born again as children of God with hearts 
that desire to obey your word! 

Make us hear sounds of joy and gladness. We were crushed by the weight of our sins and our 
guilt, but you can make us rejoice again.
 
Turn your face from our sins, don’t look at our wrongdoings any more. Wipe out all of our 
guilt that keeps us from drawing near to you!
 
Create in us a pure heart, God. Make our spirits right with you again. Don’t send us away 
from your presence. Don’t take your Holy Spirit away from us! 

Give us the joy that comes when you save us. Keep us strong by giving us a willing spirit, a 
spirit that desires to obey your word. Then we will teach your ways to those who do wrong 
and sinners will turn back to you!

God, you are the one who saves us. We will sing about and declare your goodness. Lord, let 
us speak so that we may praise you! 

This is what you accept: a willing spirit, a spirit that longs and desires to obey your word. 
You will not reject a heart that is broken and sorry for its sin! Here’s our heart, God, it longs 
for a renewed relationship with you! 

Amen.
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Words associated with sin/disobedience: 
 ● Sins vs. sin

  Sin is the condition of our heart that is bent toward disobeying God’s word   
  and turning away from God in rebellion. Sins are the outward symptoms of   
  the problem of sin in our heart, such as lying, cheating, stealing, etc. 

 ● Wrongdoing/Wrongs
  A wrongdoing is a behavior or action that goes against God’s Word which is   
  right and true and good. 

 ● Stuck
  Sin makes us stuck and trapped. We are unable to change without God’s help,  
  but our sin condition takes our eyes and focus off of God, who is the only one  
  who can heal us! 

 ● Guilt
  After we sin against God, we face guilt, which is the understanding that we 
  are the ones responsible for what we did wrong. If we give our guilt to God like 
  David, guilt does not have the final say...God’s forgiveness, love, grace and 
  mercy gets to have the final say! 

 ● Broken
  This word, broken, tells us that something is in need of fixing, our heart of 
  sin, and that God is the only one who can take broken things and make 
  them whole. 

 ● Disobedience/disobey
  When we disobey, we refuse to obey God’s Word. We can refuse to obey for a  
  lot of reasons, but oftentimes it’s connected to not knowing who God is, not 
  knowing that he provides, that he’s loving, and that he’s all-powerful. 

Words or phrases that are related to forgiveness/cleansing
 ● Wash/Cleanse

  To wash or cleanse is to make something that was dirty, clean with a liquid, 
  usually soapy water. Why is it good news that God can wash or cleanse us of 
  our sins? 

 ● Remove/Wipe away
  To remove or to wipe away is to get rid of or take away something that was   
  there so that it is no longer there. Why is it good news that Jesus came to wipe  
  away our sins? 

 ● Clean
  To be clean is to be completely free from any dirt, mark or stain. When God   
  takes away our sins, we are free from any marks or stains of sin. 

 ● Pure
  To be pure before God is to be completely who God created us to be in our   
  hearts and in our lives.

Read through the prayer one more time, inviting students to plug their nose every time a word is used that 
is associated with sin and disobedience, and to pretend to wash their hands every time a word is used that 
is associated with forgiveness or cleansing.

 Using the sheet of chart paper, begin to create two lists, gathering responses from the students on the 
words used that are associated with sin/disobedience and the words used that are associated with 
cleansing/forgiveness. Give a brief explanation of the words the students mention.



Review the day’s quest: 
 In this Psalm, what do we discover about people, God’s treasured 
creation? 

Ask students to take a moment to think about one treasure they discovered about 
God as they engaged with the Bible story. After giving students one to two minutes 
to think about the treasures they found in the story, allow students to share with 
the entire group.

Treasure is found here!
Review

Leader tip: Ask students to share where in the Bible story they discovered that 
treasure or enlist the help of the entire group to figure it out. This will encourage 
students to see why the Word of God is so important in the process of searching 
for treasure. 
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Divide students into two teams onto two sides of the room. Divide students into two teams onto two sides of the room. 
Place all paper “snowballs” in the center and have each team line Place all paper “snowballs” in the center and have each team line 
up either on the wall or a baseline that you create. Tell students that up either on the wall or a baseline that you create. Tell students that 
when you give a signal, both teams can run to grab the “snowballs” when you give a signal, both teams can run to grab the “snowballs” 
and throw them on the opposing team’s side. Players continue to throw and throw them on the opposing team’s side. Players continue to throw 
the “snowballs’ on the other side until the leader yells, “STOP.” the “snowballs’ on the other side until the leader yells, “STOP.” 
Everyone should freeze and count up how many snowballs are Everyone should freeze and count up how many snowballs are 
remaining on their team’s side. The team that has the least amount on remaining on their team’s side. The team that has the least amount on 
their side wins the round.their side wins the round.

 To start the game, choose one student to be the “cat”  To start the game, choose one student to be the “cat” 
 and another student to be the “mouse.” All the other  and another student to be the “mouse.” All the other 
students must find a partner to link arms with and the linked-arm students must find a partner to link arms with and the linked-arm 

pairs spread out in the whole room. The cat chases the mouse, pairs spread out in the whole room. The cat chases the mouse, 
and if the mouse is tagged by the cat they switch roles. (The and if the mouse is tagged by the cat they switch roles. (The 

mouse becomes the new cat and chases the new mouse [the old mouse becomes the new cat and chases the new mouse [the old 
cat].) At any time during play, the mouse may link arms with one cat].) At any time during play, the mouse may link arms with one 

of the members of the linked-arm pairs spread out around the of the members of the linked-arm pairs spread out around the 
room. At this point the person on the other side becomes the room. At this point the person on the other side becomes the 

mouse, and must break away from the pair and run from the cat.mouse, and must break away from the pair and run from the cat.

Cat Cat 
and and 

mousemouse

# 2# 2

Snowball Snowball 
fightfight

# 1# 1

Materials:Materials:  
40-50 rolled 40-50 rolled 

up paper balls up paper balls 
(“snowballs”)(“snowballs”)
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Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!


