
Lesson 11: “Our God Whom We Treasure”
Large Group Lesson and Games Leader Plan

 ● A Bible
 ● A sheet of poster board, cut into a heart
 ● A roll of masking tape
 ● A ping pong ball and plastic plate, approx. one each for every five to eight students

Students will discover who God is and why what we think about God matters in our 
lives. In response, kids will experience a hunger to know him more. 

 ● Students desire to read the Bible and pray on their own.
 ● Students feel comfortable asking questions of God and about God.
 ● Students grow in wonder as they explore who God is.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What do we discover about God in the Bible story?

“David brings his heart to God.” (Psalm 51, NLT)
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Large Group Lesson (15 mins)
Examining our treasure map!

Before you introduce the Bible story, review today’s quest: 

What do we discover about God in the Bible story? 

What is sin?

Take student responses.

Sin is any thought or behavior that ignores the Word of God 
or God’s character. Sin is when we turn away from God’s 
way and do things our way instead. When we do things our 
way, our thoughts or behavior don’t agree with God’s Word 
or with who God is as he is revealed in the Bible.



For the Bible activity today, you will need to cut out a large paper heart out of a sheet of poster board and hang 
it up in front of the students. You will also need a marker. Ask students to share thoughts or behaviors that don’t 
align with God’s Word or God’s character and write them on the paper. (lying, stealing, talking back to parents, 
hitting a sibling, etc.)

What do you think about when you look at this heart?

Take student responses.

When we look at our mistakes and the wrong things we’ve done, we don’t often think 
about bringing the issues of our hearts to God. We try to fix it ourselves or try to cover 
up that we even have a problem. 

David shows us how to bring our hearts to God no matter what sins our hearts are 
carrying. Let’s pray along with King David. 
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Who is David?

Take student responses.

David was a shepherd boy that God made to become a king of God’s treasured people, 
the Israelites. David loved and treasured God with all his heart, but David didn’t always 
do what God wanted him to do. At one point in David’s life, he messed up big time. He 
disobeyed God’s Word and did something that God said was wrong. After David 
realized his mistake, he felt guilty and ashamed, so instead of running to God, he tried 
to cover up what he did wrong. 

When God sent a friend to David to confront him on what he’d done, David 
acknowledged that he had sinned and done wicked and evil things in God’s sight. 
David, finally aware of the sin problem in his heart, decided to go to the only One he 
knew could fix it: he went to God. 

To do this, David wrote a prayer to God. This prayer can be found in the book of 
Psalms. This book is packed full with prayers and songs from David, but also from 
many other people of God, too. The prayers and songs we find in the Psalms help us 
engage in our relationship with God in every kind of situation we face in life, whether 
we’re happy, sad, frustrated, afraid, confused, concerned, full of guilt, ashamed...the 
list could go on! 

David’s Psalm that we’re going to explore today shows us how to engage in our 
relationship with God when, like David, we recognize that our hearts are full of sin and 
that we are helpless to do anything about it without God’s help.



Ask students to close their eyes for prayer.

Because your love is as loyal and as sure as your promises and is not dependent upon 
us, don’t give us what our sins deserve, oh God! Because you suffer with us in the 
consequences of our sin and personally know the pain we walk through as a result of 
sin, wipe away and take away all our wrongdoings. Remove them from the record of 
our lives! Wash us and cleanse us from all our sins so that we are brand new 
creations. 

Here’s our problem, God. Our wrongdoings are constantly before us. They take all of 
our attention and focus away from you and put our attention and focus on ourselves, 
others and the world. When our focus and attention is not on you, we get stuck 
because you’re the one we’ve sinned against! We have done what you say is wrong. 
What you say, God, is right and true, and you are fair when you judge us according to 
your word. And we have not obeyed your word, your word which is good, right and 
true, just like you! As soon as we were born into this world, our hearts were far from 
you, bent on disobeying your word. You want us to be 
completely truthful, so teach us wisdom. 

Take away our sin, and we will be clean. Wash us, and we will be whiter than snow. 
With your power, we who were born as sinners can be born again as children of God 
with hearts that desire to obey your word! Make us hear sounds of joy and gladness. 
We were crushed by the weight of our sins and our guilt, but you can make us rejoice 
again. Turn your face from our sins, don’t look at our wrongdoings any more. Wipe 
out all of our guilt that keeps us from drawing near to you! 

Create in us a pure heart, God. Make our spirits right with you again. Don’t send us 
away from your presence. Don’t take your Holy Spirit away from us! Give us the joy 
that comes when you save us. Keep us strong by giving us a willing spirit, a spirit that 
desires to obey your word. Then we will teach your ways to those who do wrong and 
sinners will turn back to you!

God, you are the one who saves us. We will sing about and declare your goodness. 
Lord, let us speak so that we may praise you! This is what you accept: a willing spirit, 
a spirit that longs and desires to obey your word. You will not reject a heart that is 
broken and sorry for its sin! Here’s our heart, God, it longs for a renewed 
relationship with you! 

Amen.
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Review the day’s quest: 
 What do we discover about God in this Psalm? 

Ask students to think about one treasure they discovered about God as they 
engaged with the Bible story. 

Invite students to turn to a neighbor and share the treasure they discovered. 
Remind students that they may have discovered a different treasure from their 
neighbor!  Then, ask students who are willing to share with the entire group. 

Hold up the poster heart again. 

Do you think about this heart in the same way as you did before the 
prayer? How did these discoveries about who God is change your 
mind? What do you think God is inviting you to do next? 

Take student responses.

Review
Treasure is found here!
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Leader tip: Ask students to share where in the Bible story they discovered that 
treasure or enlist the help of the entire group to figure it out. This will encourage 
students to see why the Word of God is so important in the process of searching 
for treasure. 



Divide the students into teams of no more than 10 students and Divide the students into teams of no more than 10 students and 
have them line up and spread out so that there is a foot or two have them line up and spread out so that there is a foot or two 
between them and the next person. The person at the head of each line between them and the next person. The person at the head of each line 
will be the first “waiter.” Give each “waiter” a plastic plate with a ping will be the first “waiter.” Give each “waiter” a plastic plate with a ping 
pong ball. On the signal “GO,” the “waiter” must run weaving in and out pong ball. On the signal “GO,” the “waiter” must run weaving in and out 
among their teammates line while holding the plate with the ping pong among their teammates line while holding the plate with the ping pong 
ball on top. If the ball or plate falls, the player must start over at the ball on top. If the ball or plate falls, the player must start over at the 
beginning of the line. When they reach the end of the line, the player runs beginning of the line. When they reach the end of the line, the player runs 
back to the beginning and hands off the plate and ball to the next person back to the beginning and hands off the plate and ball to the next person 
in line saying, “Dinner is served!” Then the new waiter repeats the process in line saying, “Dinner is served!” Then the new waiter repeats the process 
and play continues until everyone on the team has had a turn. The first and play continues until everyone on the team has had a turn. The first 
team to finish wins the round.team to finish wins the round.

Play in a gym or outdoor area. Choose one to three students to Play in a gym or outdoor area. Choose one to three students to 
be “IT.” When anyone who is “IT” tags someone, the player is be “IT.” When anyone who is “IT” tags someone, the player is 

frozen.  Other players can unfreeze them by tagging them and frozen.  Other players can unfreeze them by tagging them and 
saying, “God’s forgiveness frees you!”Game ends when saying, “God’s forgiveness frees you!”Game ends when 

everyone is frozen or the leader may end the game when most of everyone is frozen or the leader may end the game when most of 
the students are frozen. Choose new students to be “IT” and play the students are frozen. Choose new students to be “IT” and play 

another round. another round. 

Forgiveness Forgiveness 
freeze freeze 

TagTag

# 2# 2

Hurry,Hurry,
Waiter!Waiter!

# 1# 1

Materials:Materials:  
A ping pong ball A ping pong ball 

and plastic plate and plastic plate 
per group of 10 per group of 10 

students or lessstudents or less
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Game Time (20 mins)
Setting up camp!


