
Lesson 11: “Our God Whom We Treasure”
Grades 3-5 Small Group Leader Plan

• A Bible
• A snack and a nametag for each student
• How are you feeling? Emoji Chart*
• Treasure chest handout, one per student

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while 
students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them   

 either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?”   

 emoji chart (from the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “Tell about a time you knew you were   

 going to be in really big trouble. What happened? How did you feel?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Penny Stacking Relay
Materials needed: two bowls and a penny, one per student

Divide students into two teams for a relay race. Line them up into two lines and place a bowl several 
feet away from the first player. Give each student a penny and challenge them to race to put the penny 
in the bowl by carrying it on their foot (no hands!) and getting it into the bowl. The first team to get 
all their pennies in the bowl wins. You can mix it up by playing different rounds with a penny on the 
forehead, shoulder, arm, etc.
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Students will discover who God is and why what we think about God matters in our 
lives. In response, kids will experience a hunger to know him more. 
 • Students desire to read the Bible and pray on their own.
 • Students feel comfortable asking questions of God and about God.
 • Students grow in wonder as they explore who God is.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What do we discover about God in the Bible story?

“David brings his heart to God.” (Psalm 51)
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   Confession – GPS

*Note: The confession activity utilizes the craft 
from the meditation activity.

Ask students to move the piece of the heart so that 
they can only see the unclean, gray heart. 

Reflect on your words, thoughts, and 
actions today. Which ones might belong in 
the category of the “unclean” heart? 

Give students a minute or two to reflect silently. 
Pass out pencils if the students would like record 
their reflections on the gray heart. Then, ask 
students to flip over the piece of the heart so that 
they can only see the clean, yellow heart. 

Which ones seem to be creating a “clean” 
heart?

Give students another minute or two to think about 
this question silently. Students may want to record 
their reflections on the yellow heart. 

Do you desire to have your heart become 
clean? God, the Creator, is willing and able 
to create a new heart in you. Would you like 
to ask him for a clean heart now? 

Close in prayer with students. 

  Identity – Clothing

We have a God-given 
identity that is not based on 
what we do (or fail to do) 
but is based on God’s 

faithful, never-ending and never giving up 
kind of love. 

David trusted that even though he made a 
mistake that it didn’t change who he was in 
God’s eyes. David trusted that God’s 
faithful love remained with him and that 
God’s promises for his life would still come 
to pass. That’s why David asked God to 
transform him from being an enemy of 
God with a heart that was unwilling to obey 
God’s words and commands to being a child 
of God with a heart that was willing to do 
what is right and true according to God’s 
Word. David trusted that he was God’s 
treasure all along. 

Open a discussion: Do you trust that you are 
God’s treasure? What makes it difficult to 
believe that sometimes?

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!

Materials: 
-The craft from the meditation 

activity*
-Pencils, one per student
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    Worship – Lamp
David’s prayer in Psalm 51 is 
also an act of worship. David 
was agreeing with who God is 
and asking God to show up in 
his life in some specific ways.

David recognized that God is compassionate. 
He understood that God is willing to walk 
into the messes we make in our lives. He is 
with us always, even to the point of suffering 
with us even if we’re facing the consequences 
of our own disobedience.  

How can we invite God to show up in the 
messes of our lives?
Take student responses. (inviting God into the mess 
instead of hiding from him, sharing our pain and 
hurt with God in prayer) 
David knew that he could trust God to keep 
his promises and that God’s love remained 
even when David messed up. David knew that 
God has the power to punish sin, yet he also 
knew that God is merciful, and that’s why he 
was bold to ask God not to give him what his 
sins deserve. 

When is it hard to feel God’s love? Why is it 
important to remember that God doesn’t stop 
loving us when we mess up? 
Take student responses. 

David recognized that God is his Creator and 
the Creator of the heavens and the earth. 
That’s why David was bold to ask God to 
create a new heart within him. If God could 
create the heavens and the earth by the 
power of his word, surely God could create a 
new heart within David! 

Do you think God can create a new heart in 
you? Why or why not?
Take student responses.  

David recognized that God is fair to hold his 
people responsible for obeying his word. 
David knew that God’s words and commands 
are good, right and true, worthy to be obeyed. 
David knew that true wisdom comes from 
God alone, so he asked for God to teach him 
wisdom. 

How can we grow to treasure God’s words 
and commands?
Take student responses.

      Meditation – Hat

Give students one 
sheet of yellow 
construction 
paper, one sheet of gray construction paper and 
one sheet of white cardstock and a glue stick. 

Give students the following instructions:

1. Ask students to cut three hearts that are  
identical in size and shape with the three 
sheets of paper. Tell students that the gray 
heart is the “unclean, sinful heart,” the yellow 
one is the “clean, Spirit-filled heart,” and the 
third heart is to provide a stiff backing for   
the others.

2. Tell students to fold each of the hearts in half.
3. Help students apply glue to the back half of 

the “clean” heart (around the edge and along 
the fold) and attach half of the “clean” heart to 
half of the “unclean” heart.

4. Tell students to put glue on the remaining 
half of the “unclean” heart and the “clean” 
heart and press the third heart onto the glue. 
Once the glue dries, students should be able 
to move the piece of the heart that sticks out 
from the page, making it possible to see only 
the clean heart or only the unclean heart.

The gray heart is the one that symbolizes 
thoughts and deeds that don’t obey God’s 
words and commands. The yellow heart 
symbolizes the thoughts and deeds that 
do obey God’s words and commands. The 
gray heart is not willing to obey God but the 
yellow heart is willing. Keep this craft as a 
reminder that God is able to create in us a 
new, willing heart if we ask him and trust in 
the saving work and forgiveness of Jesus. 

As a consequence of the first sin, we’re all 
born into this world with an unclean heart, 
but God has made a way for us to receive a 
new, clean heart that is willing to obey his 
words and commands and to love God and 
people!

Materials: 
-A sheet of yellow construction 

paper, one per student
-A sheet of gray construction 

paper, one per student
-A sheet of white cardstock, one 

per student
-A glue stick, one per student
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

Help students identify their prayer needs using the 
questions below: 

 ● Do you need a God that doesn’t give  
 you what your sins deserve?

 ● Do you need a God who can create in  
 you a new heart that is willing to obey  
 his words and commands that are   
 good, right and true? 

 ● Do you need a God who is willing to be  
 with you in the messes of your life and  
 to experience the hurt and the pain   
 with you? 

 ● Do you need a God who is fair to hold  
 you responsible to obey his words and  
 commands so that you can discover  
 that his words and commands are a  
 gift and a treasure? 

Guess what?! God is all those things! We can 
pray in confidence that he will reveal 
himself to us in these ways in our lives! 

Invite the students to pray with other students who 
identify with a similar prayer need. 

As students are praying, write an index card for 
each student and give it to the students to keep. 
If you have a larger small group, you may want to 
prepare some index cards beforehand, leaving a 
blank space for inserting their name: 

 ● {Insert name}, your God is merciful and   
 gracious. He does not give you what you   
 wrongs deserve. In fact, he delights in giving  
 you more than you deserve! 

 ● {Insert name}, your God is a Creator. He is  
 willing and able to create a new heart in you  
 that is willing to obey his good words and  
 commands. These words and commands will  
 bless your life and make it full and whole! 

 ● {Insert name}, your God is compassionate.  
 He’s willing to be with you in the messes of  
 your life, the ones you create or others create.  
 He will be with you and experience the pain  
 and hurt with you as long as it may last.

 ● {Insert name}, your God is fair and patient.  
 He knows that his words and commands in  
 your Bible will bless your life and make it  
 full. He will be faithful to guide you and lead  
 you to discover the treasure of his Word no  
 matter how long it takes!

      Service – Rope
What do we do when other 
people disobey God and hurt 
us in the process? As David 
says in Psalm 51, the One we 
all ultimately sin against is 

God. When someone disobeys God and hurts 
us as a result, we should ask ourselves: How 
would God respond to them? 

Based on the treasures we’ve discovered 
today, how do you think God would respond? 

Take student responses.

 ● God doesn’t expect change before he forgives. In  
 fact, he wants to be a part of the process of   
 change in our lives and he doesn’t abandon us in  
 that process. He’s patient, and he accepts and loves  
 us even when we’re broken. 

 ◦ Practical step: We can extend forgiveness  
 even before they’ve made any changes. After  
 all, God is the only one who can change  
 and transform us into a new creation! 

 ● God doesn’t give us what they deserve. He’s   
 merciful and gracious. He even gives us more than  
 we deserve, and he doesn’t try to “get even.” Jesus  
 died on a cross to pay for all our sins, so if God tried  
 to “get even,” it wouldn’t be fair because the price  
 had already been paid in full! 

 ◦ Practical step: We look to the cross. When  
 someone causes us harm, we have an   
 opportunity to share with them what Jesus  
 has done for them and for us. We lay aside  
 any plans to get even. 

 ● God doesn’t rehash what we’ve done over and over.  
 He blots out our sins and doesn’t look at them  
 anymore. He doesn’t hold what we’ve done over our  
 heads or let it impact the way he loves and   
 cares for us.

 ◦ Practical step: We don’t keep a record of  
 wrongs. We leave what people have done 
 behind us. If God can forget it and leave the  
 past in the past, then by His Spirit, so can we! 

How is this different from how we usually 
treat people who cause us harm? 

Take student responses. (We want to get even. We 
keep track of what they’ve done to us. We expect 
them to change before we forgive and/or move on.) 

Open a discussion with the question: If people sin 
against us and are ultimately sinning against 
God, how should we respond, God’s way or 
our way? Why? What would that look like?

Materials: 
-An index card, one per student
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Thanksgiving – Campfire

Thank you, God BINGO
Write the following words on index cards and mix 
them up in a hat to draw from: Compassionate, 
Merciful, Gracious, Fair, Savior, Wise, Creator, 
Forgiver

Give each student a Bingo card and a fun-size pack 
of candy to use as markers. (If you have more than 
eight students, some students will have the same 
BINGO card.) 

Draw an index card one-at-a-time and call out 
the word. Ask students to cover the word on their 
boards by placing a piece of candy on the 
appropriate square. After each attribute of God 
is called, ask students to explain what the word 
means. Then, invite students to share a time when 
they experienced God in that way as a means to 
thank God for who he is.

For this game of BINGO, diagonals do NOT count, 
only three across. Continue to draw cards until 
students get a BINGO. Students yell “Thank you, 
God!” instead of “BINGO!” when they get three in a 
row. Do not have students clear their boards 
after they get a BINGO: their next challenge is to 
fill their boards completely. All the students should 
fill their boards by the time all the cards in the hat 
are called. 

We’re all winners! We can all have a 
relationship with a God who is a savior, a 
forgiver, and a creator; who is 
compassionate, merciful, gracious, 
fair and wise!

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When students are finished sharing, collect the 
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until the end of 
the first five weeks so the group can review all the 
treasure on the last day of exploring Psalm 51.

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.

Materials: 
-Eight index cards

-One “Thank you, God!” Bingo Card 
per student (some students may 

have the same card)
-A fun-size pack of M&M’s®, 

Skittles® or Gummy Bears per 
student (for Bingo markers)

-A bag of individually wrapped 
candies for Bingo prizes



St
or

y:
 

N
am

e:

W
ha

t’s
 in

 y
ou

r 
tr

ea
su

re
 c

he
st

?
TO

O
LB

AR

W
o

rs
h

ip

P
ra

y
e

r

M
e

d
it

a
ti

o
n

Id
e

n
ti

ty

S
e

rv
ic

e

B
ib

le

C
o

n
fe

ss
io

n

T
h

a
n

k
sg

iv
in

g

“Discovering God’s Treasure!” | Lesson 11 | 3-5 SG Leader Plan 6


