
Lesson 1: “God, the Creator of All Good Things!”
Grades 6-8 Small Group Leader Plan

Small Group Session 1 (15 mins)
Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together while 
students eat their snack:

Icebreaker Options (Choose one):
 ● Ask students to share their highs and lows (the best and worst things that happened to them   

 either today or from the past week).
 ● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the CKC Feelings Wheel (from  

 the CKC Games Bag).
 ● As the students are eating their snacks, ask, “Can you name some of the things that God  

 has created? Are there things that God has created that work together in some   
 sort of way?”

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for the entire group or a 
leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for one another. 

Small Group Game: Secret Dancer
Materials needed: A device to play music on

For this game, you will need a device that can play music. Choose one student to leave the room or 
close their eyes. They will be the guesser. When that student leaves the room or has their eyes closed, 
select a student to be the “secret dancer.” That student will incorporate dance moves into the song, and 
the rest of the group has to imitate their dance moves. Once the music has started and the dancing 
begins, the guesser returns to the group (or opens their eyes) and tries to guess who the secret dancer 
is. Once the guesser correctly identifies the secret dancer, select a different student to be the guesser 
and the secret dancer.
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• A Bible
• A snack and a nametag for each student
• How are you feeling? Feelings Wheel*
• Treasure chest handout, one per student

Students will discover who God is and why what we think about God matters in our 
lives. In response, kids will experience a hunger to know him more. 
 • Students desire to read the Bible and pray on their own.
 • Students feel comfortable asking questions of God and about God.
 • Students grow in wonder as they explore who God is.

QuestQuest

ObjectiveObjective

Bible  StoryBible  Story

MaterialsMaterials

What do we discover about God in the Bible story?

“Our beginning with God.” (Genesis 1-3, NLT)
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     Meditation – Hat

Ask students to repeat the 
following phrase: God is my 
Creator, and I am his very 
good creation!  

Because God is our Creator, what God says 
about us is what actually matters, not what 
we think or say about ourselves or what 
others think or say about us. 

For example, if I am a sculptor making a 
sculpture, do I get to decide what I create? 
Or does the sculpture get to decide? 
(No, only the sculptor!)

What about the other people who come to 
see the sculpture at an art exhibit? Do they 
get to decide what I, the sculptor, created? 
(Nope!) 

Since we’re created by God, how does this 
truth apply to us?

Take student responses.

How will knowing God is your Creator 
change how you live next week? 

Take student responses. 

 Identity – Clothing

Review Genesis 1:26-27,  
“Then God said, “Let us 
make human beings in our 
image, to be like us. They 
will reign over the fish in 

the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, 
all the wild animals on the earth, and 
the small animals that scurry along the 
ground. So God created human beings 
in his own image. In the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created 
them.” (NLT)

We were clothed with God’s glory from the 
very beginning, created to be like him! This 
means that we need to discover who God is 
to discover who he created us to be! We get 
into trouble when we let what other people 
say about us, what we say about ourselves 
and what the world says about us tell us 
who we are instead of God.

Open a discussion: 
 
Based on today’s Bible story, who is God 
and what is he like? What does knowing 
this about God inform us about who we are 
to be?

Small Group Session 2 (35 mins)
Engage students in the following creative prayer activities that connect students with God through the 
Bible story. Take five to ten minutes on each activity, as time allows. If students seem to connect well 
with one or several of the activities, take a longer time on that activity. It’s okay if the group does not 
have a chance to engage with all the activities!
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     Worship – Lamp

Ask students to recall the day’s 
quest: What do we discover about God in the 
Bible story? 

Ask students to find any details that stand out to 
them in Genesis 1. Ask them to consider the 
repeating words or phrases. Ask students to 
consider what God might be telling them about 
who he is based on the details that draw their 
attention. 

For example: 

 ● “And God said…” (When God speaks   
 nothing turns into something!) 

 ● “And God made/created…” (God    
     created everything in heaven and on earth!  
 God made the decision to create...he wanted  
 to create what he did!) 

 ● “And it was so…” (God’s words are   
 powerful. What he says ends up coming true!) 

 ● “Good/very good.” (God is the creator,  
 and he creates good things!)

 ● “First, second, third...etc.” (God is   
 wise! He knew exactly what to create and  
 in what order. For example, he provided   
 food for the living creatures before he made  
 the creatures themselves, and he created  
   the sky before he placed the stars in the sky.)

     Confession – GPS

God sent his Son to the 
earth to show us what God 
is really like. Why? Because 
when we turn our backs on 
God in our sin and shame, 

we can’t form an accurate picture of God. 
How could we if we can’t see him, know him 
or interact with him relationally? Jesus 
came to take away our sin so we could turn 
toward God and be in relationship with 
him...why? So that we could see God for 
who he actually is! 

The Bible is a useful tool to us because it 
shows us who God is really like! Did your 
idea of who God is and what he is like 
change after engaging with the Bible story 
today? In what way?

Take student responses.

How will you live differently in the next 
week because you know this new thing 
about God and who he is? 

Take student responses. 

This is called repentance. When we set aside 
what’s not true about God for something 
that is true about him and live differently 
because of this new thing we discovered 
about him! When we do this, we set aside 
our own ways and obey God’s GPS...God’s 
plan of salvation. This leads us right to our 
treasure...God himself! 

Ask students if someone has ever told a lie about 
who they are to others or if they’ve ever felt 
misunderstood by another person. How did it 
impact how they were treated by others? How did 
that experience make them feel? 

Why is it important to know who God 
truly is?

Take student responses.

Materials: 
-A device to play music on
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Prayer – Walkie Talkies

Let’s pray, telling Father 
God what we discovered 
about him in the Bible story! 
Remember, prayer is good 
conversation between us 

and God. Prayer is a time when we can 
share with Father God what’s in our minds 
and our hearts.

Give students one to two minutes to pray 
individually.

Prayer is also a time when God wants to 
share his heart and his thoughts with us. 
God may also want to lead us to treasures 
that we didn’t see or notice when we first 
engaged with the Bible story. Let’s ask him 
what treasures he wants us to discover 
about him today!

We each can hear God in a different way, so 
as you ask God what treasures he wants you 
to discover in the Bible, you could:
 

 ● Review the Bible story and as you   
 do, ask God questions, even ones   
 that you think God might find   
 difficult to answer! 

 ● Bring to mind one detail or part of   
 the Bible story and ask God what he  
 wants to show you in that detail.

 ● Sit silently or close your eyes. You may  
 also want to hold open your hands to  
 express to God that you are ready to  
 receive the treasures that he wants to  
 share with you. 

Give students two minutes to listen to God. 
Participate with the students. In closing this time 
of prayer, ask students to share any new treasures 
that God revealed to them. 

     Service – Rope

Our story began today with 
a description of the heavens 
and the earth before God 
spoke everything we see 
today into existence.

“The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep.” 
(Genesis 1:2, NLT)

Then, God spoke what he wanted to 
create and BAM! Nothing became 
something! The empty, purposeless earth 
became full of life! The darkness was 
overcome by the introduction of light! The 
formlessness and disorder was contained 
by God’s right order and wise design!

We are also a part of God’s creation. God 
created us to bring light, life and order to 
the world around us. In club this year, how 
can we be people of light, light and order in 
how we relate with one another? 

Lead students in a discussion. Here are some 
examples: 

 ● We can encourage one another with kind   
 words. 

 ● We can listen when others are speaking. 
 ● We can be honest with ourselves, with one  

 another and with God. 
 ● We can obey and trust God’s commands in  

 the Bible because they bring about his   
 peaceful order and his loving design. 

 ● We can include and welcome others. 

To close, ask students to identify one thing that 
they can do today to bring light, life and God’s 
loving order as they interact with others.
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Thanksgiving – Campfire

We’re going to take a 
moment to pause and thank 
God for who he is and for 
the treasures he’s revealed 
to us about himself in the 

Bible story today!

As we thank God together, we’re going to 
share what we’re thankful for by making 
some God S’MORE’s! 

Go through the steps below, pausing for a minute 
after each prayer prompt: 

 ● Preparing the graham cracker on the  
 bottom is the first step to making   
 a s’more!

 
 Tell Father God about the first thing that  
 comes to your mind when you think about  
 something you’re thankful for!

 ● Then, a piece of chocolate is added   
 to the graham cracker. The taste of   
 the chocolate in the s’more stands   
 out from all the rest! 

 Thank Father God for one thing you   
 discovered about him today that   
 stands out to you.

 ● The next step is to prepare the   
 marshmallow. The marshmallow may  
 start out as just a plain marshmallow,  
 but when it’s roasted in the fire, it can  
 change its shape or texture. It could be  
 golden or burnt, crunchy or gooey!

 Thank Father God for one way he   
           changed your mind about who he is 
 during club today. 

 ● Adding the graham cracker on the top  
 is the last step to making a s’more!

 Thank Father God for something that 
 you discovered about him last week.

Reflection – Treasure 
Chest

Pass out a treasure chest handout to each student 
and a pencil.

Write or draw one treasure you discovered 
about God in the Bible story in the treasure 
chest. Circle any tools that helped you to 
discover this treasure! 

After students complete the handout, encourage 
them to share with the group the treasure in their 
treasure chest. 

When students are finished sharing, collect the 
handouts from the students. The handouts should 
be kept in the leader’s possession until the end of 
the first five weeks so the group can review all the 
treasure on the last day of exploring Genesis 1-3. 

If you have time, explore these following questions 
together as a group:

 ● Why is this treasure you discovered  
 so valuable to you? 

 ● What will you do with this treasure   
 this week? Will you keep it in your   
 treasure chest? Will you share it with  
 others? Will you remember this   
 treasure is in your possession? 

Pray a blessing over the students to close. Pray that 
God would bring to mind the treasure they 
discovered as they go about their week.

Materials: 
-Treasure chest handout, one 

per student
-Pencils, one per student
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