
500+ MEMBERS57 PERCENT SMALL BUSINESSES 70 PERCENT KCK/WYCO BUSINESSES

2022 LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD
The KCK Chamber of Commerce had another successful Legislative Session in 2022. Its Legislative Agenda,

Public Policy Committee and Board of Directors collectively built and advocated for a platform in Topeka
before all 165 legislators, including key members of Legislative Leadership. Additionally, the KCK Chamber

continued to forge strong relationships with the Governor’s office and the Department of Commerce. The
Chamber and its advocacy team will continue to build upon the success in 2022 as they visit the state meeting

with incumbent lawmakers and new candidates ahead of the 2022 elections.

KCK CHAMBER MEMBER DATA

VICTORIES
Food Sales Tax Reduction. The KCK Chamber was successful in fighting for the passage of HB 2106 which would eliminate the state’s
sales tax on food. The bill will reduce the state’s compensating use tax rate on food and food ingredients from 6.5% to 4.5% beginning
January 1, 2023. On January 1, 2024, the rate will be reduced to 2% and on January 1, 2025, the tax will officially end. “Food and food
ingredients” are defined to include bottled water, candy, dietary supplements, soft drinks, and food sold through vending machines and to
exclude alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and most prepared foods. The local sales tax on food will remain untouched. After submitted
testimony and direct lobbying, the bill was finally passed by the House and Senate on April 28 and signed into law on May 11, 2022.

Abandoned Structures. HB 2237 was a comprehensive housing and community development bill. Specifically for the KCK Chamber of
Commerce and the Wyandotte County community, the bill will establish a tax credit of up to 10% of costs and expenses associated with the
restoration and preservation of a commercial structure at least 50 years old that does not receive the continuing Historic Structures Tax
Credit. The bill amends the Kansas Rural Housing Incentive District Act (RHID Act) to expand the use of bond proceeds and other funds
under the Act to include residential renovation of the second or higher floors of buildings more than 25 years old within economically
distressed urban areas, regardless of the population of the city or county containing the economically distressed urban area. The bill was
passed and signed into law by Governor Kelly on May 23, 2022. It will go into effect on July 1.

Early Education & Development. In addition to housing and development provisions, HB 2237 also contained language to help tackle the
growing issue of childcare. The bill allows taxpayers to claim the child day care services tax credit and permits taxpayers to claim 50
percent of expenditures paid to an organization providing childcare to the taxpayer’s employees beginning in tax year 2021. Current law
limits the credit to corporation income taxpayers and does not permit the credit for payments made to organizations. The measure should
help the KCK Chamber, and its members improve working families’ access to affordable, quality childcare necessary for a stable and
adequate workforce for businesses.

(please note, 2022 was a carryover year)
 

Bills Introduced: 1,328
 

Bills Tracked for the KCK Chamber: 209
(15% of all bills introduced)

 
Bill Signed into Law: 199 

LEGISLATIVE STATS



Gaming.  The KCK Chamber is poised to see major benefits after
a historic agreement was reached to expand gaming and enact
sports wagering in the state.  SB 84 would allow for wagering to
take place on sporting events both in person and on mobile-based
applications.  The bill would also permit Sporting KC, the Kansas
Speedway and other venues the ability to have branded mobile
web-based landing pages.  The bill was approved by the Governor
on May 12, 2022, with the hope that sport’s fans will be able to
wager in time for next year’s Super Bowl.

Property Appraisal and Valuation.  After years of rising property
appraisal values – and, as a result, soaring property taxes - the
KCK Chamber advocated for a bill that would allow for a property
tax refund for older Kansans and disabled veterans to help them
stay in their homes.  HB 2239 would allow qualified individuals who
reside in a homestead with an appraised value of $350,000 or less
and have a household income of $50,000 or less, the ability to
receive a refund on property taxes which would be the difference
between that year’s taxes and the “base year”, or the year when
the claimant becomes eligible, effectively holding property tax rates
steady for those in their golden years.  The bill will become
effective on July 1, 2022.

Tax Reform. The Legislature took action on a number of technical
sales tax modifications this Session. HB 2136 contained provisions
related to sales tax remittances. Specifically, the measure would
eliminate a provision requiring retailers with annual sales tax
liability in excess of $40,000 to remit estimated payment for the first
15 days of the current month when the tax return for the previous
month is filed.

Further, the bill allowed for a delayed implementation date of a
sales tax exclusion for separately stated delivery charges to July 1,
2023. The exclusion is currently scheduled to be implemented July
1, 2022.

COVID-19. In response to businesses being forced to close their
doors in the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Legislature
passed the COVID-19 Retail Storefront Property Tax Relief Act.
While technical requirements can be found in HB 2136, generally
the measure would provide a refund of up to $5,000 per retail
storefront that was forced to suspend operations. $50 million of
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars was allocated to fund
the measure. 

VICTORIES CONT.

BILLS NOT PASSED

Women in Sports. SB 160 would have created the Fairness in
Women’s Sports Act. The bill would have required interscholastic,
intercollegiate, intramural, or club athletic teams or sports that are
sponsored by public educational institutions to be designated based
on biological sex.  Despite opposition from organizations such as the
NCAA and major sports organizations who claimed the bill could
jeopardize future major events (such as the World Cup or NCAA
Tournaments) from being held in Kansas, the Legislature passed the
bill. However, it was vetoed by the Governor and failed to become
law.

Auxiliary Container Deregulation. SB 493 would have prohibited
municipalities from adopting ordinances to limit, tax or prohibit
“auxiliary containers” or items such as straws, bags, cups, or other
packaging, regardless of material used to create the container.
Proponents argued current law allows for a patchwork of ordinances
and creates an undue burden on businesses. Opponents noted local
control should be honored and environmental concerns. The bill
passed the House and Senate but was vetoed by the Governor. An
override attempt succeeded in the Senate but was not taken up in the
House and the veto was sustained.

BILLS OF INTEREST
“APEX”. In response to interest from a yet-to-be-announced
corporation who desires to locate major manufacturing to the state
of Kansas, the Legislature passed a massive economic incentive
package. In summary, SB 347 – or the Attracting Powerful
Economic Expansion (APEX) Act establishes new economic
development incentives targeted at specific industries to firms that
agree to invest at least $1.0 billion within the State of Kansas and
at their suppliers. Because legislative leaders were told there was
an impending deadline, lawmakers quickly passed the package
and the Governor signed it into law in February. There has been no
formal announcement yet as to whether Kansas has been chosen
as the new site.

STAR Bond Amendments.Because of the elimination of the food
sales tax, lawmakers worked to ensure that approved Sales Tax
and Revenue (STAR) Bond districts that relied upon sales tax
revenue on food to pay off their bonds were held harmless. $3.5
million was transferred from the State General Fund to defray the
costs for FY 2023 with the hope that a longer-term solution will be
agreed upon next Session. 

K-12 and Post-Secondary Workforce Development. SB 91 exempts
businesses from certain liability claims arising from a secondary
student engaged in a “work-based learning program”. By providing
some protections for employers and trainees, proponents hope that
the law will be a catalyst to the expansion of off campus work-
based learning opportunities for students while providing students
with on-the-job experience and networking opportunities. The bill
takes effect upon publication in the Statue Book.

Healthcare. Various proposals were floated throughout the 2022 Session
pertaining to Medicaid Expansion which would provide healthcare to the
poorest Kansans, regardless of age. Similarly, there were several
attempts to amend Medicaid Expansion into bills considered throughout
the year, but efforts were stalled.

Single Factor Apportionment. HB 2186, introduced on behalf of several
business interests across the state, including the KCK Chamber of
Commerce, would have allowed taxpayers the option to use single-factor
apportionment method when determine their corporate income tax liability.
Kansas is one of only six states that uses an evenly weighted three-factor
apportionment. The bill was heard and passed out of Committee but
stalled on the House Calendar. 

BILLS NOT PASSED CONT.

2022 CONGRESSIONAL FORUM LINE-UP
UG Interim County Administrator Cheryl Harrison-Lee, KS Attorney General

Derek Schmidt, KS Third Congressional District Representative Sharice
Davids, KS Senator Jerry Moran, KS Secretary of Labor Amber Schulz, KS

Senator Roger Marshall, KS Secretary of Transportation Julie Lorenz, 
KS Lt. Governor David Toland


