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Annual Report

Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON) is a faith-driven ministry, welcoming 
immigrants into our churches and communities by providing free, high-
quality immigration and legal services, education, and advocacy.  



 

Thank you for your incredible work over the past year of providing immigration legal services to low-income 
immigrants and refugees.  This past year New England Justice for Our Neighbors, along with 18 other JFON 
sites around the country, collectively undertook over 13,000 cases on behalf of more than 4,000 immigrants, 
refugees, and asylum seekers.   At a time when our immigrant brothers and sisters are more in need of legal 
services than ever before, you have responded with professionalism, trustworthiness, and love.  I am deeply 
grateful for the positive impact you’ve made on so many immigrants and I look forward to your continued 
success.

Gary Richards (New England Justice For Our Neighbors Board Chair)

Rob Rutland-Brown (National Justice For Our Neighbors Executive Director) 
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Board Members
Dear New England Justice for Our Neighbors Supporters and Friends: 
It is a joy to write you as we enter another program year serving our 
newcomer neighbors. New England Justice for Our Neighbors (NEJFON) has 
been providing free, quality, legal services since opening our first clinics in 
Portland, ME and Springfield, MA in 2012. Today, because of generous 
donations from individuals, local congregations, the New England Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, and community organizations, 
clinics are open in Springfield, Woburn, Lawrence, and Lowell, Massachusetts. 
The Springfield and Woburn clinics are staffed by part-time attorneys while 
the new Lawrence and Lowell clinics have a full-time attorney.  

While financial contributions allow New England JFON to partner with non-
profit legal services programs to staff our clinics with experienced immigration 
attorneys, there are dozens of volunteers. I am very grateful for all the clinic 
volunteers who open the church doors, prepare meals, and welcome our 
neighbors seeking legal assistance. Volunteers have also served as our key 
fundraisers by organizing annual dinners and local events.  Volunteer and low-
cost attorneys have also contributed significant hours of legal work to assist 
our clinic clients. Truly, NEJFON is a shared community ministry making a 
difference in the lives of neighbors.  

The Board of Directors of NEJFON looks forward to the 2019 program year 
with the dual challenge of financial sustainability and managing growth. The 
2019 Annual Conference Challenge of raising $30,000 with gifts from local 
United Methodist congregations added to ongoing fundraising will allow 
NEJFON to establish new clinics in other areas of New England. Thank you 
again for all you have done to assist New England Justice for Our Neighbors 
as it provides free, quality, immigration legal services to those most in need in 
difficult times.  
With Gratitude, Gary Richards 
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Our Clinics
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"Melissa has been so nice to me. She 
helped me with my Lowell Juvenile 
Court case and extending my green 
card. Now we are waiting for my 
citizenship appointment. She has even 
given me clothes and food. Without 
Melissa and JFON, I would have never 
had the money to fix my status. I'm 18 
and on my own now, so I don't know 
what I would have done. Thank you for 
helping me!” - Woburn NEJFON Client
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How We Help

The majority of clients came from Brazil and Guatemala. 

Springfield - Trinity UMC 
Woburn - Woburn UMC 
Lawrence - Christ UMC 
Lowell - Centralville UMC

continents (North & South America, Asia, & Africa). 

120 families.

65 total cases. 

of the clients were minors. 

Helped clients from 4
66

15 different countries. 

“I can unequivocally say that one of 
the greatest rewards for me personally 
and professionally is seeing the hope 
ignited in the faces of these clients 
who learn that there may be a pathway 
towards legalization for them. JFON is 
doing amazing work and I cannot be 
prouder of being a part of the team. 
- Winnie Okoye, NEJFON Attorney 

Special Immigrant Juvenile 

DACA Grants

“It is always an honor and privilege to 
assist and counsel a client in a legal 
matter that so deeply affects their life, 
and to assist a child is all the more 
inspiring as they bring so much insight 
and wisdom at such a young age. I am 
representing a thirteen-year-old young 
woman in her special immigrant 
juvenile visa application who travelled 
to America with strangers. She speaks 
simply and honestly about her trials, 
and I am honored to work for her.” 
- Mary Johnson, NEJFON Attorney 
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Expenses 
$143,000

               2018 Actual Financials

                2019 Projected Financials

In 2018, for every dollar donated, 96% went to providing free, quality legal services.  
In 2019, we project that to be 94%. 


