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House Budget Moving Fast

The House has nearly completed its budget work and will bring House Bill 97 to the floor next 
Wednesday and Thursday.  House Bill 97 is the bill that will contain the 2015 Appropriations Act.  The 
House budget was reviewed in subcommittee on Thursday and the subcommittee chairs reported out 
on their pieces of the budget Thursday evening.  On Monday afternoon the bill will be heard in the 
House Finance Committee.  Several of our legislative priorities are still in the hands of the Appropriation 
chairs and we should learn about the COLA for retirees and the funding status of the Retirement 
System and the State Health Plan late Sunday or early Monday.

House Bill 46 – Senior Tax Deduction for Medical Expenses  The effort of thousands of retirees to 
convince the House Finance Committee to hear the bill was apparently derailed with the house 
unveiling their budget.  With the House focusing solely on the budget at the end of this week and in 
the coming week, the Finance Committee really didn’t have time to calendar the bill.  But your efforts 
in contacting legislators did have an impact and the senior tax deduction for medical expenses is being 
considered by House leadership.  We hope to see it as a part of House Bill 97 when the budget goes 
before the House Finance Committee on Monday afternoon.

House Bill 759 – Retirement System COLAs – The House Pensions and Retirement Committee 
gave a favorable report HB 759 on Tuesday, May 12th.  The Bill was re-referred to the Appropriations 
Committee. HB 759 provides a 1% COLA for teachers & state retirees and all other retirees in the 
system.

Next week the House will focus solely on the State budget and should have its proposed $21 Billion 
to the Senate by the end of the week.

Stay Tuned!!
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