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Budget Surplus Provides Hope for Retiree Legislative Issues

Earlier this week the Governor announced a $400 million surplus in revenue for next fiscal year.  This 
is great news for retirees as it gives the Governor and the legislature some breathing room to fund 
additional high priority issues. 

In his announcement, Governor McCrory made clear some of his priority uses for these additional 
dollars.  He supports a highway bond issue, fully funding the rainy day fund, as well as restoring 
senior tax deductions for medical expenses.  We applaud the Governor for using the bully pulpit 
to advocate for restoring these tax deductions.  Hopefully, his call for restoration and your legislative 
calls supporting a hearing on House Bill 46 – Senior Tax Deduction for Medical Expenses will 
inspire the House to take positive action on this matter.  The additional funding should also provide 
legislators comfort to provide COLAs for all governmental retirees. 

We thank the Governor for supporting the restoration of the senior tax deduction for medical ex-
penses and hope he will continue to lobby the leadership in the legislature to take action on this very 
important issue.

House Bill 759 – Retirement System COLAs - provides cost-of-living increases for members of 
the Teachers’ and State Employees’ Retirement System, the Legislative Retirement System, and the 
Consolidated Judicial Retirement System.  HB 759 will be heard in the House Pensions & Retirement 
Committee on Tuesday, May 12th.  There will be a revised House Bill 759 which will eliminate the 
provision to provide a COLA for LGERS retirees, because HB 616 which provides a 1% COLA for 
LGERS has already passed the House.  The provisions of HB 759 will also be amended to provide a 
1% COLA for teachers & state retirees and all other retirees in the system.  If the bill is passed out of 
the Committee next week, it will be referred to Appropriations.

Below you will find a list of House Pension and Retirement Committee members please contact 
them and ask them to support the HB 759.  Just click on their names for contact information.

Members:  House Pensions & Retirement Committee

Chairman - Rep. McNeill
Chairman - Rep. Ross
Vice Chairman - Rep. Michaux
Members - Rep. L. Bell, Rep. Bishop, Rep. Blust, Rep. B. Brown, Rep. Elmore, Rep. Gill, Rep. Holley,
                   Rep. Hurley, Rep. Langdon, Rep. Waddell

http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=635
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=664
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=71
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=301
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=698
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=234
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=655
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=643
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=597
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=650
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=560
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=482
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=673


House Bill 46 - Senior Tax Deduction for Medical Expenses – restores the medical expense tax 
deduction for those age 65 and older.  We sent an action alert out yesterday to call the House Fi-
nance Committee members and especially the Chairs to have a hearing on this bill.  It is important 
that we raise awareness on this bill and that the Finance Committee considers the bill next 
week to ensure this matter is addressed in the appropriations process. 

Stay Tuned!!

Richard Rogers
NCRGEA Executive Director


