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General Assembly Convenes on May 16th

The General Assembly returns to Raleigh on Wednesday, May 16th. The main purpose of this 
session is to make adjustments to the second year (2012-13) of state’s biennial budget. New legislation 
affecting the budget, taxes, and the retirement systems may be introduced during this session. Legislative 
leaders have said that they intend this to be a very short session. The General Assembly should 
adjourn by early July.

The House of Representatives will initiate the appropriations bill that contains proposed changes to 
the 2012-13 state budget. The House aims to debate and approve these changes during the week of 
May 20th. The appropriations bill then will go to the Senate for consideration.

Governor Unveils Recommended Budget Adjustments

On Thursday, May 10, Governor Perdue released the Administration’s recommended 
adjustments to the state budget for 2012-13. These proposals will be formally 
presented to the General Assembly next week.

The Governor has included raises for both retired and active teachers and state 
employees in her budget recommendations. Retired teachers and state employees would receive a 
1.9% COLA effective July 1, 2012. Active employees would receive a 1.8% raise.

The funds to cover this Cost-Of-Living Adjustment already are available in the 
Teachers’ and State Employees’ Retirement System (TSERS). When the General 
Assembly appropriated funds last year to fully fund TSERS, the amount approved 
for 2012-13 was set at  $336 million. This has proven to be $62.2 million more 
than the actual amount needed in 2012-13 due to reductions in the size of the 
state-paid work force and otherdemographic factors. These additional funds would 
be used to support the 1.9% COLA proposed by Governor Perdue.



Contact Your State Legislators Now!

This is the first time in four years that funds have been available for a retiree COLA. We urge 
you to contact your House and Senate members as soon as possible, preferably while they 
still are at home, before they return to Raleigh on May 16th. Let them know that you support 
the COLA that would use monies that already are available in TSERS.

Legislators’ phone numbers and addresses, including e-mail can be found on the General 
Assembly web page (www.ncleg.net) under House and Senate tabs which contain Member 
Lists. The Lists have each legislator arranged in alphabetical order. You can access the web 
page for each legislator simply by clicking on their name.

A Note to Our Members

Thank you for subscribing to our weekly Legislative Report via e-mail. This service 
is available to all NCRGEA members at no charge. This is our first report for the 
2012 Session. We transmit these reports every week when the General Assembly 
is in session. Occasionally, important activities at the General Assembly that are 
time sensitive will make it necessary to send additional reports during the week.

http://www.ncleg.net



