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STATE BUDGET SCHEDULE SET

House and Senate leaders this week set out an ambitious schedule for the 
development and approval of the state budget for the 2011-13 biennium. State 
law requires that the budget be adopted by July 1, the start of the new fiscal 
year. However, during the past decade the General Assembly has missed this 
statutory deadline on several occasions and had to adopt continuing resolutions 
to continue state operations.

The 2011-13 state budget will be adopted well before the statutory deadline if the General Assembly 
can maintain the schedule that was announced this week. April 22nd is the target date for House 
approval of the budget. The Senate is slated to vote on the budget by May 13th.  Two weeks would 
be allowed for resolution of any differences between the House and Senate versions with 
final approval by both chambers coming by June 1st. The budget then would be sent to the Governor 
for her signature.

BALANCED BUDGET ACT OF 2011 DEBATED

Senate leaders took steps to offset a portion of the $3.7 billion deficit that is projected for next year 
by authorizing further reductions and transfers in the current year’s budget. The Balanced Budget 
Act of 2011 (Senate Bill 13) was introduced on February 1. The bill authorizes Governor Perdue to 
reduce recurring expenditures by at least an additional $400 million before June 30th. The bill also 
transfers uncommitted monies from a number of economic development funds (Golden Leaf, Health 
and Wellness Trust, Job Development Investment Grants) and various departmental special funds 
to bolster the state’s 2010-11 reserves by more than $120 million.

Senate Bill 13 was approved on second reading on Thursday. It is scheduled for third reading in the 
Senate on Monday, February 7th.

BILLS OF INTEREST INTRODUCED THIS WEEK

Senate Bill 6: State Health Plan/Refunds for No Coverage
(Primary Sponsor- Sen. Doug Berger)

This bill directs the State Health Plan to provide refunds to members who paid 
premiums for a spouse or dependents during months in which these family members
were ineligible for coverage by the Plan. The State Health Plan may deduct from 



such refunds any claims paid by the Plan for the spouse or dependents during the period of ineligibility. 
Senate Bill 6 was introduced to address problems that arose following the State Health Plan dependent 
verification process that was conducted last year. More than 1,000 ineligible dependents were 
identified through this review and removed from coverage. This bill has been referred to the House 
Insurance Committee.

COMING NEXT WEEK

Our next Legislative Report will summarize the Association’s goals for the 2011 Session of the 
General Assembly. Also, we will highlight the issues expected to surface during this session that will 
require vigorous opposition by the membership of our Association and other groups representing 
retirees and employees (example: proposals to impose member premiums on active and retired 
state employees for State Health Plan coverage).




