
From the Centre Desk 

October 2021 

 Centre Singles 
 SGM 
 Club Meeting 
 Bowls Canterbury Selection Day 

 

Centre Women’s and Men’s Singles – Congratulations to those who have made it through 
to Finals Weekend. So far - Tayla Bruce & Donelda Scott will play their finals on the Sunday; 
the Men’s semi-final between Matt Small, Shane Bell, Kerry Becks & Nathan Glasson will be 
played on Saturday with the final on Sunday. The women’s section play was played in windy 
but fine conditions, the wet weather was trying for the men, but all games were eventually 
completed. There were some hiccups with the men’s post section draw, after three 
attempts Meg managed to get the correct version on the website even though it was 
nearing midnight. The issues were caused by incorrect scorecards being signed; therefore 
the initial draws showed players who qualified when they didn’t. Players, please check that 
your signed cards are correct. In the future the scores on signed cards will be the taken as a 
true record. To help with errors we ask that players check the results sheet before leaving at 
the end of play to make sure scores have been recorded correctly.  

Special General Meeting – Unfortunately there were insufficient club representatives to 
form a quorum at the meeting last Tuesday, so it was abandoned. Another SGM has now 
been rescheduled for Tuesday 14 December at 5.30pm at Burnside Club. Our apologies to 
everyone who made the effort to attend, especially those from the rural areas. Clubs have 
been advised of this new date and asked to RSVP providing the name of their voting 
delegate, we will then know in advance if there are enough clubs for a legal meeting. 

Club Meeting – Thanks to all who attended the last Club Meeting. It was good to see so 
many secretaries supported by their presidents. I think the message that only secretaries 
communicate with Meg has been adopted by most and is working well.  The outcome from 
the discussion regarding food (again) was that all clubs will provide tea and coffee but if 
hosting teams from outside of Christchurch more substantial food should be provided either 
after the game or for on the run. 

Bowls Canterbury Selection Day – you could say this was an event of two halves. The men 
all played in superb conditions at the Ashburton Club and had a great day by all accounts. 
The weather at Hornby where the women played was damp and windy and poor 
communication meant the day wasn’t as successful as it was hoped.  
The concept of players trailing for positions in the Southern Squad teams and ultimately the 
Intercentre or Development Tournament teams was the purpose and overall, it was a 
success, with a little tweaking it will be even better next year. Thanks to the ‘extra’ coaches 
who assisted on the day hopefully it was a valuable experience and an insight to rep 
coaching. 



Congratulations to those who have made the Red and Black teams to play in Southern Quad 
on Sunday 5 December.  These teams will be on our website on Monday 22 November. 
 
National Singles and Pairs – Entries for this event are still open. Bowls NZ have advised 
which clubs they would prefer to use. Headquarters will be at Burnisde. Host clubs will be 
asking their members for markers but if your club isn’t being used and you would like to 
mark a game or two, please let me know. 

Bowls Canterbury Shop – Clothing supplies are slowly being replenished but there are still 
some delays. We will have no bags until after Christmas or no spray chalk until this time next 
year. We are still able to supply new bowls but suggest you order them now to make sure 
you get what you want as supplies are limited. 

Obituary – It is with sadness that we acknowledge the passing of Peter Harris. Peter was a 
Bowls Canterbury board member, eventually taking up the reins as Centre President, a 
position he held from 2010 to 2013. Peter assisted with the development of our current 
constitution and earlier this year offered to help revise that version. Peter was a member of 
the Bowls New Zealand and Bowls Canterbury judicial panels. His contribution at club level 
was massive, he will be sorely missed at Redcliffs Mt Pleasant. I will miss the chats we had 
about constitutional matters, knowing his advice and wise counsel was only a phone call 
away was reassuring. Peter will be missed by many in our community.    

Office Update – Meg continues to be busy with pre-Christmas draws, getting results on to 
the website and selling bowls. Erica has finished her exams so is in the office almost full time 
now. She recently ran a successful Primary School Year 7/8 Tournament with children from 
six schools competing. Me I have been getting our rep teams on the road and supporting 
Meg and Erica when they tackle new challenges that their roles present. The learning curve 
been steep, but we are all enjoying the challenges presented and working hard to get 
whatever we do as right as possible first up. Thanks, to everyone for your support with this. 

New Car – a big thanks to CMG Motors for providing us with another vehicle to help us get 
around Canterbury for another year. This one is bigger and better – well it has more room to 
put our gear in. It is a MG ZS, very easy to drive and very comfortable for passengers. Our 
new branding looks extremely smart too. To keep this sponsorship, we need bowlers to test 
drive and then buy one of these vehicles or similar. If you are looking to upgrade give Eric 
Swinbourne a call on 021 315 970, don’t forget to tell him you are a bowler. 

 

Thank you to our 2021/22 Bowls Canterbury Handbook Sponsors: 
 

 

 

 


