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 Lockdown and the Office 
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 Club Meeting 
 Handbook 

 

Lockdown – Well here we are again!!! I still can’t believe there are no cases in the South 
Island – as off Tuesday afternoon. If we must be in lockdown surely August and September 
are perfect, even more perfect than the April lockdown last year for us bowlers. I know 
greenkeepers will be itching to get to their greens, Bowls NZ has issued some guidelines 
around what work can be done during Level 4. These have been circulated to all 
greenkeepers and are on our Facebook page. Please can all club secretaries check that your 
greenkeepers have received that message. 

Keep safe, stay in your bubble, get tested if you are feeling unwell. 

North South Game Off – This has scheduled to be played in Dunedin next week and is 
another casualty of COVID  

Bowls Canty Office - Meg and I are working from home and working just as hard as ever! 
We communicate with each other several times a day so both know what each other is 
doing. Erica isn’t working currently because she hadn’t been sufficiently upskilled to take 
over some of her responsibilities and is still working only a few hours each week until after 
exams. I will update you in my next Newsletter on what her hours will be in the future. 

Junior Classic – This was disrupted by very wet weather on the first scheduled day. Emily 
made the call early to postpone it and it proved to be the right call. When everyone 
eventually did get to their assigned club the next week, the weather was superb and from all 
accounts so was the experience for players and coaches. Once again, we made the call to 
call off the second day because it seemed likely we would still be in lockdown, once again 
that decision proved to be the right one. For those who Zoomed in to that last session, 
feedback tells me it was a very valuable session. Some struggled to link in, and we apologise 
for that. On Monday Meg sent a link to everyone, so for those who missed out you will be 
able to watch the session. Thank you to Emily and Graeme for all the organising and to Amy 
for taking the Umpire/Rule session. 

Email Confusion – I think some of you are getting confused as to who you are sending 
emails to – Meg? Erica? Lorraine? – and who is replying. Meg and I are monitoring and 



answering all messages. Currently Erica is not in the office full-time, but we are using her 
email to send out coaching related information because once she is fully on board that will 
become her responsibility. So, don’t worry who you address your email to we won’t get 
offended if it is the wrong person but one of us will answer you. 

Academy – Nominations closed at 5pm Monday 23 August. Thanks to all who nominated 
your players. We have been blown over by the large number of nominations we have 
received. Unfortunately, we have very limited spaces so there will be some disappointed 
people. If you have club player who misses out, please try to arrange coaching for them at 
your club or team up with a neighbouring club to make sure these players are having some 
coaching and will be ready to take that next step in the future. I know coaches are scarce 
but please try to hold at least a couple of sessions for these people, they are obviously keen 
to learn, and we need to harness that enthusiasm. We need to keep them in the game and 
keep upskilling them. 

Representative Coaches – Thank you to all who applied to coach or select our 
representative teams. It was heartening to receive so many applications, unfortunately the 
downside is some people will miss out which is always disappointing for us and them. We 
will name the successful group in a week or so. 

Handbook – This is on hold because of Level 4, and because the printers are closed. We will 
update with possible publishing dates once the printer is back at work. 

Club Meeting – I will update everyone on Friday once the government advises what level we 
will be in next week. This will determine whether we go ahead with this meeting or not. 
Whether Steve Beel can travel from Tauranga will also be a contributing factor. I will contact 
all club secretaries Friday afternoon with our decision. That decision will also go on our 
Facebook page. If the meeting is postponed Meg will send secretaries a list of key areas that 
may need your attention, there may have been some slight administrative changes since last 
season or just the usual reminders Katie made every year. If anyone is uncertain about what 
they should do, please phone us, we will clarify for you. Remember there is no dumb 
question. Better to get to right first up  

Competition Entries – Secretaries please remember pre-Christmas entries need to be with 
Meg by 1 October. 

Sharing ‘Good Ideas’ – please send me your ‘Good Ideas’ so I can share your good news. 

Want to test drive an electric vehicle? Contact Eric Swinbourne  
 

 

Visit CMG Motors - corner Montreal & St Asaph St Christchurch. Contact Eric Swinbourne 
021 315 970 or eric.swinbourne@cmgmotors.co.nz to test drive their newest vehicles 


