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Thank you – Many thanks to you all for your patience and support over the last few weeks, it 
seemed that there was always one of us on annual leave or involved in something that took 
us out of the office. Last week Emily and I were responsible for the Champ of Champs Fours 
draw, this was a huge learning curve, especially for me. It had its challenges which we 
overcame, and it seems the event went without any hitches. Thank you to all who shared 
their knowledge and experience with us. I now have even more respect for Katie and what 
she does.  Thanks to the host clubs and to the umpires for your contribution.  

Staff Update - From Monday 1 March Katie Hardham will be working in her current role 
remotely until at least the end of the season; she is moving to Cromwell. Her husband has 
been relocated to Central Otago so naturally wants to go. Nothing will change except you 
won’t be able to visit her in the office. She will be contactable on her mobile (027 530 2233) 
and she will still have access to emails etc. No decision as to when we will look for a 
replacement, but the Board and I will be looking at what that role will look like in the future. 
Katie will be back for Finals Weekend, so we don’t need to say goodbye just yet.  

Sponsorship – We are looking for businesses or individuals to sponsor the members of our 
senior men’s and women’s teams who are travelling to Wellington to compete in Bowls New 
Zealand Intercentre from Thursday 18 to Sunday 21 March. This year I want to lift the image 
of our sport and our teams and want our bowling community will help to us do that. We are 
seeking a $250 sponsorship for each player, and at our ‘Farewell to Our Teams’ event the 
sponsor will draw a player and present them with their new shirt. We will feature each 
sponsor with their selected player on the website and in the newsletter. This will provide each 
sponsor the opportunity to promote their business to the wider bowling community. The 
funds, along with money raised from the Finals Weekend raffle, will help defray the players 
and the Centre’s costs for Intercentre. If you know someone who wants to be part of our 



sponsorship family and the team farewell event, please get in touch with me or contact one 
of the players or team management. 

Representative team Announcements – Congratulations to everyone who has been named 
in our Intercentre and Development teams. The teams are on our website. The Development 
team is playing in the Zone Five tournament in Blenheim Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 March.    
Best wishes to you all.  
 
Centre Happenings – Finals Weekend – thanks to Burnside for hosting Finals weekend. 
Congratulations to all who have gained their Gold Stars - Richard Hocking won his first gold 
star and in the same game Tayla Bruce won her second gold star as did Kerry Becks and Mike 
Small, Sheree Cottle won her third one. 

Rep Round Up – The Northern Quad Representative event was played at Burnside early 
February. Our Men and Women won against their counterparts from Marlborough, Nelson, 
Dunedin, and the men also played against South Canterbury. This was the final chance for 
players to impress before the Canterbury Intercentre teams were named.  

Uniforms at Centre Events – It has been commented that some players are not wearing their 
correct club uniform at Centre events. It is part of the Rules of the Sport, so everyone needs 
to adhere to them. Please make sure club rep teams wear the correct uniform - I certainly 
don’t want to be the uniform police.  

Sharing ‘Good Ideas’ – Food at Special Events – Burnside bought in Food Trucks to provide 
lunches at Finals Weekend. The thinking behind the experiment was that it released their 
kitchen volunteers from those duties, and it removed the risk of over catering. It was an 
experiment that the club will assess as to whether it worked or if it needs tweaking. While the 
food may not have been to everyone’s liking it was a worthwhile experiment. Who knows, we 
may have more food trucks at our events which may lead to more clubs putting their hands 
up to host events especially if it eliminates catering and all that goes with that. Well done 
Burnside for trying something new.  

Best wishes to everyone playing in National Fours and Mixed Pairs this coming week 

 

Get ready for winter motoring with a new car!  

 Visit CMG Motors - corner Montreal & St Asaph St Christchurch. Ask for Blair Smith or give 
Blair a call on 021 317 483 and take a test drive in one of their latest MG3’s. 

 


