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The Holiday season is rapidly approaching and our calendars begin to fill up, so
don't forget to add your Zonta activities first so as not to miss out on any of the D8
festivities!

NOVEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER

Zonta District 8 Conference
September  2017

Yakima, Washington
     Were you able to attend the D8 Conference in Yakima this past September? If you did I hope
you have had the opportunity to share your thoughts with your club members. If you were unable to
attend, know you were missed. And I hope to connect with you at our upcoming All Area Workshop
May 2018 in the Portland area in Oregon.

•    We conducted the business of Zonta at our Conference. District 8 dues were voted on
unanimously to be increased by $5 for 2018-2019. However, this is not enough to offset our losses
in membership. A survey will be coming soon to discuss with your club members, to propose an
additional dues increase for 2019-21020. To learn more please read the article from Maureen, our
amazing District 8 Treasurer.

•    Updated Bylaws from ZI. Please connect with our stellar Bylaws Chair, Kelley Marchbanks for
additional information.

•    We had an amazing amount of dollars raised for ZI...truly amazing for our district. Make sure to
read the article from Jan, our dynamic Foundation Ambassador.
 
•    Check out our D8 website for Conference materials.

•    Want to catch up with someone you met? Go to zonta.org and look up a member by
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•    Want to catch up with someone you met? Go to zonta.org and look up a member by
name/club/area in our District. It is an awesome perk of being a Zontian...being able to connect with
like-minded members not just in our district, but around the globe. That's pretty amazing. Take a
moment and reach out...and connect.

I also wanted to share with you a message from ZI President Sonja Honig Schough in its entirety.

 
ADVOCACY/SERVICE

 
16 Days of Activism November 25 – December 10, 2017

Zonta International’s “16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign” is a time to
galvanize action to end violence against women and girls around the world. The international
campaign originated from the first Women's Global Leadership Institute coordinated by the Center
for Women's Global Leadership in 1991.
 
“Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women” is a Zonta International campaign to raise awareness
of and increase actions to end violence against women and girls around the world.  The campaign
features the service and advocacy action of Zonta clubs and districts to prevent and end violence
against women and girls in their local communities.
 
District 8 encourages all clubs to participate in the 16 Days Campaign.  This year’s focus is on
Anti-Trafficking.  Go to ZontaSaysNo.com and click on Get the Facts.  There you will find a list of
facts about violence against women that you can download and share with your members.  There
are also sheets of information on how to put advocacy into action against violence against women
and human trafficking in line with the Istanbul Convention.
 
Several international recognition dates fall within the 16 Days Campaign.  They are:
November 25 – International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women
                          (wear orange!)
December 1 – World AIDS Day
December 10 – Human Rights Day
 
Please share your advocacy and service activities on the ZI website and the District 8 website.
 
 

MEET YOUR DISTRICT 8
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 
 To encourage members to seek District 8 Board
positions, we are running a series of articles about

Read her comments here
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positions, we are running a series of articles about
board members, their responsibilities, time
commitment, and things they enjoy. 
 
District 8 Board Member Feature:
Sharon Davis is our current D8 Secretary. When asked to
provide a description of her board duties, her first comment
was, “keep Governor Leatta out of jail, and I almost failed in
Nanaimo!” Hmmmmm----sounds like another story to pursue!
In addition to protecting our president, Sharon is the conduit
for getting information from Leatta to membership, takes the
minutes for all of the D8 meetings, and publishes them. She
spends about 5 to 10 hours per week on her Zonta duties. 
Her favorite part of her position is working with all of the D8
members.  Said Sharon, “we have a powerful organization
and it’s great to meet folks from all over.”  Sharon feels that
the key to success as secretary is communication. It’s
important to keep the flow of information moving.
Sharon is also a realtor out of the Corvallis, Oregon area.
When not working as a realtor or volunteering for Zonta,
Sharon enjoys fishing and camping with her husband.  They
also try to spend as much time as possible with their kids
and grandkids.
Thank you.  Sharon for all of your work for D8, and keeping
us informed of what is happening!
 

HISTORIAN/CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Zonta International’s Centennial Anniversary in 2019 is fast approaching! The international
committee has been working hard to mark this special anniversary in a number of ways. Check out

this link https://www.zonta.org/About-Us/Centennial-Anniversary to keep up-to-date on centennial
anniversary celebrations. We will start commencing our celebration at our 2018 International

Convention in Japan.
 

During the last biennium (or earlier?) Trish Conyers requested and received your club’s history.
She also requested history from Past D8 Governors about their terms.  Thanks, Trish! Check out
the link https://zontadistrict8.org/about-zonta/history/ for part of D8’s history that Katherine Cleland

just uploaded. More will be uploaded soon. Thanks, Katherine!
 

Some of your clubs have had significant anniversaries recently or you are preparing for one
coming up soon. As you so do, please review the tools available on the ZI website at
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coming up soon. As you so do, please review the tools available on the ZI website at
https://membership.zonta.org/Tools/Centennial-Anniversary-Tools. There are Guidelines for Club

Archivists and Club Historians, Tips to Digitize your Archives which is extremely important today.
Remember when (not if) you digitize your archives you need to make certain you have back-ups of

those files/folders in 3 different places. Just having them digitized isn’t enough! Using Dropbox,
Google Drive or another “cloud” storage is extremely important. Personally, I automatically back-

up all my iPhone photos on iCloud, Dropbox and Google Drive as well as having them synced with
all my Apple devices. Yes, a little compulsive, but I worked in IT for 16 years and heard many a sob

story when someone came to me and said, “all my photos/documents” are gone for various
reasons. Usually it was the photos which “hurt” the most to people, but ALL files/folders that are

important need the same 3 back-ups with, at least, one off site (in the “cloud”).
 

Also, check out the PowerPoint presentation about “Where it All Began: A Feature on Marian de
Forest and the Zonta Club of Buffalo.” This would be an excellent club program!

 
What is YOUR club organizing/planning for celebrating Zonta International’s Centennial

Anniversary? It’s not too early to start thinking about it. This will be an excellent opportunity to
promote Zonta in your community.

 

Zonta District 8 Treasurer Report

Maureen Holman
 

        The Zonta club delegates at the District 8 conference in Yakima voted for a $5 district dues increase
beginning in June 2018.  Thank you all for your great discussion and support on this necessary dues
increase.  The last dues increase for District 8 was more than 12 years ago.
        The major reason for the dues increase was a decrease in District 8 revenue.  As our membership
declines so does our source of revenue (dues).  Since 2011 Zonta District 8 membership has gone from
678 members to our current 458 members.  This is a decrease of 220 members or 32.4%.  We have cut
back on district expenses dramatically because of this, but we are down as low as we can go and still
provide the services that Zonta District 8 needs and wants to provide.  Budgeted expenses were cut
$6,633 since the last biennium.
        Because of the discussion from the District 8 Conference, each club will be receiving an email asking
for your club’s thoughts on how the district spends its funds. Currently the focus is on membership growth,
good communication with our current members and representation at the Zonta international level. If clubs
tell us that they want more District 8 services (spending), we may be asking each club to give us their
thoughts on another possible dues increase for June 2019.  This would require a mid-biennium vote by all
District 8 clubs.
        We are hoping that all District 8 Zonta Clubs discuss this and give us your honest feedback and
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        We are hoping that all District 8 Zonta Clubs discuss this and give us your honest feedback and
suggestions. Your club delegate and Area Director will be available to provide more information if needed. 
All District 8 board members are also available if you have questions.  We are looking forward to your
thoughts and comments.

CLUBS IN AREA 4 HAD A BUSY SUMMER.
Area 4 continues to have busy and active clubs serving their communities as well as having fun
activities along the way. Remember, if there is no FUN in fundraising, you will not get the ultimate
results that are needed to achieve your goals.
 
Coos Bay Club President Jennifer Groth reports the club is:

Directing conversations at the board and membership level about streamlining our activity
calendar.
Created a Communications Committee to centralize our methods of communication.
Held a garage sale to raise funds for Club operations, earned over $3500.00
Distributed close to $20,000 in school supplies throughout Coos County to students who could not
afford to purchase them.
Organized a fellowship event to see a local production of The Wizard of Oz, the theme of our
major fundraising event this year.
Solicited grant applications from eligible non-profits for distribution of grant funds in December.
Participated in the Fun Festival Parade by partnering with Prefontaine Cardiology Center to draw
attention to heart health with an armada of red cars and Zontians carrying heart healthy
messages.
Inducted 5 new members.

Corvallis Club President Diane Godfrey reports:
June-August:
Committees have been meeting and setting their goals. This year there is more of an effort to collaborate
between committees such as Advocacy partnering with Service, Z-Clubs, and Programs to sponsor a
movie night at a local theater to show “Equal means Equal.” 
 
Members of Advocacy and Service are working together on a conference “We are the Changemakers “to

be held October 1st in Corvallis. Zonta Club of Corvallis is a sponsor, but the event has been developed
by not only Zontians, but community members as well. It should be an excellent educational event that
should give women the tools to make and effect change.
 
September-November:
Zontians are partnering with a local Rotary Club to help with that club’s fundraiser which is to sell shuttle
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Zontians are partnering with a local Rotary Club to help with that club’s fundraiser which is to sell shuttle
tickets to the OSU home football games. Zonta Club of Corvallis will receive funds for working stations
and those funds are dedicated for training and professional development. Specifically, to help offset
expenses for the District Conference and future conventions and conferences/seminars.
 

We are also busy planning our annual auction to be held October 28th. Funds raised are dedicated to
scholarships and local community grants. The auction theme is “Many Hands Bring Us Together.” The
auction will be slightly different this year than in past years. There will be no “live” auction and instead we
will offer “experience” items in a spectacular silent auction. We will also have entertainment at the end of
the event with a live band and dancing. 
 
Eugene Springfield Club President Erin York reports:

This year we have had our annual form on Women in Fields dominated by Men and are planning our 3rd

annual Zonta Wine bottling event on October 1st.

Grants Pass Club V President Lisa Woodruff reports their club is busy:
The Zonta Club of Grants Pass has spent the summer planning a major fundraiser. On Sept. 16th we are
hosting a Zonta Casino Night in the Vineyard. We were able to secure over $10,000 in sponsorships to
support the event. We will have about 150 guests at a local vineyard for an evening of fine dining, music
and gaming. The proceeds from the event will provide continued support for our S.T.E.P. program as well
as our scholarship program. 
This year we have a new scholarship called the Zonta Foundation of Grants Pass Memorial Scholarship.
We are providing a scholarship to a local young lady who has the opportunity to renew the award for her
entire 4 years of college.
Our Z Club at Grants Pass High School is starting strong this year. We have a new advisor at the school
and we are looking forward to partnering with these young people on some ambitious projects they hope
to tackle, including a Walk in Her Shoes Project.
 
The Zonta Club of Portland President Alice Bartelt is pleased to report:

We did a yard clean-up for the West Women’s Shelter on October 7th.

The Zonta Club of the Roseburg Area President Rosa Mohlsick is pleased to report:
        Our club has had a very interesting year, to say the least.  Our Public Relations and Communication
Committees have gone above and beyond to communicate to Douglas County Residents the impact we
are making locally, district and international news and events.    Not only has there been coverage that
landed us on the front page of the local paper but we had 6 news releases published in the News Review. 
The club also had 4 ads published in the paper and, 7 feature stories which included photographs.  The
Newspaper staff, based on news releases supplied by the club, wrote two of the feature stories while the
other 5 stories were written by the PR committee.  The News Review also published half page photograph
of a woman adjusting her Santa hat and noted the club in the caption.  The club was also mentioned
several times on local radio stations for the Iron Woman event, the Dignity Drive, and the Santa Run. 
Zonta international also added a photo of this year’s Santa run to its webpage.
         This has led to some of the same committee members heading the Advocacy Committee that has
built a working relationship with Umpqua Community College.  This relationship has allowed the
committee to use the college’s main display case three times.  In October the committee could display
Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women as well as National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
This display had not only Zonta material but UCC material that displayed the colleges anti abuse and help
line information.  On Martin Luther King Day, the committee and another Zonta member attended a public



line information.  On Martin Luther King Day, the committee and another Zonta member attended a public
presentation about human trafficking.  The committee subsequently proposed the local task force to be
the 2017 Rose Day recipients.     
        The Woman of Achievement Committee selected none other than our own Alison Eggers as our
honoree.  The committee worked hard to develop a program that was engaging, and informative about
both the history of Zonta and the honoree.  She is a local business owner for State Farm insurance as well
as part of the Roseburg City Council.  Coupled with a presentation from a local business woman, Dottie
Stapleton, owner of TMS. Dottie gave a motivating speech regarding all that women can achieve with
tenacity, motivation and drive.

   Global Membership Drive (GMD)!
Thank you for your enthusiastic support of the Global Membership Drive (GMD)! Your
continued efforts to promote and utilize the tools within your districts will ensure that we
recruit, engage and retain members.
 
Congratulations to Districts 2, 17, 28, 31 and 32 for achieving a net growth of one club and
Districts 3 and 31 for achieving more than a five percent increase in membership as of 31
May 2017. These districts prove that we can meet our biennial membership goals. Many
districts still have the potential to reach their goals before April 2018 when we officially
evaluate our membership results for the biennium. For those districts facing more of a
challenge, we are confident that using the GMD tools relevant to each club will positively
impact future growth. 
 
Your commitment to recruit young professional members to Zonta is also making a
difference. At the close of August 2017, Zonta International had 228 Young Professional
members. Through this pilot project, we can ensure that the torch of Zonta is passed to the
next generation.
 
The Zonta International Membership Committee and Headquarters are committed to
assisting you in achieving your goals. New GMD tools continue to be uploaded to the ZI
website. GMD 2.12 "A Guideline to Empower Ourselves", the latest tool to be developed,
will help clubs engage and retain their members. It is now possible to customize a variety
of external materials to reflect your unique characteristics by including your club logo in
these materials. There is a new 'What is Zonta?' video suitable for distribution through
social media, as well as major messaging systems like WhatsApp. Translated documents
and an overall summary spreadsheet of all of the tools are also now available. Find all
these materials and more on the 
GMD Tools page.
 
To continue to encourage membership growth internally and externally, a second burst of
GMD promotional activities will be launched. The Zontian magazine, e-newsletters, and
social media platforms will allow us to not only connect with current members, but with
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social media platforms will allow us to not only connect with current members, but with
potential members around the world. We ask every member to "like", "share" and "post" to
all of our social media platforms and look for new messaging and platform opportunities.
We encourage you to submit your Best Practices by clicking on that button on the GMD
tools page. Your submissions may also be featured during the 'Share Your Story Festival'
at the Zonta International Convention in Yokohama. Watch the Zonta International website
and e-Newsletter for more information.  
 
Would you like to inspire other members and celebrate your membership accomplishments
this biennium? At the end of the biennium, the ZI Membership Recognition Awards will be
presented.  Districts, clubs and individuals achieving membership milestones will be
recognized during an on stage ceremony at the international convention in Yokohama,
Japan. Find answers to all your questions in the recently posted Membership Recognition
Criteria and FAQs.
 
Our members are our greatest asset. Each of us has a role to play in advancing Zonta's
mission and growing our organization. We ask you, as Zontian leaders, to share your
knowledge, passion and dedication to Zonta with all members in your districts, areas, and
clubs. Encourage everyone to increase their efforts to recruit, engage and retain. 
 
We also take this opportunity to thank all governors, lieutenant governors, area directors,
vice area directors and club presidents for their passion in recruitment, engagement and
retention. Your hard work is a great model for all our clubs. Please persist in your efforts to
achieve your biennial goals.
 
As we approach our centennial celebration, let's join together to ensure that our
organization continues to empower women, girls, and its own members for another
century.
 
Yours sincerely,
Sonja Hönig Schough, International President
Winnie Teoh, International Membership Committee Chairman
Helena Bühler, International Membership Committee Co-Chair

                                                                                                                                                        

 
Young Professional  Membership in Zonta Feature:

 
          Lynda Zeman has belonged to the Olympia Zonta Club for three years. She is chair of the
Membership and Communication committee AND the President-Elect. She is also the 4th of July
parade chair, 90th Anniversary Year of Celebration chair, and a Service and Advocacy committee
member. Lynda noted, “I love being a Zontian! I have found my tribe in the members of the Zonta
Club of Olympia. I am so excited to be the president of our club during our 90th anniversary in 2018
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Club of Olympia. I am so excited to be the president of our club during our 90th anniversary in 2018
and ZI’s anniversary in 2019, it’s such an honor.”
         Lynda is Co-owner of Window Genie of Olympia.  She also belongs to the Rotary Club of
Hawks Prairie and the Thurston County Chamber of Commerce. She’s married to Spencer Zeman,
who is not only a nice guy—but he also looks like a Viking! They have a 2-year old daughter,
Xander, who is the sunshine of Lynda’s life. 
As she steps into her President’s role next year, Lynda said, “My family and are really looking
forward to our trip to Yokohama, Japan for the international conference this summer. I hope to see
you there!”
          Thank you Lynda for your time and service!
 

         
POCATELLO FUNDRAISER A

SUCCESS!
Twelve Zontians and five Friends of Zonta came together
August 4 and 5 to raise money through a garage sale to
benefit the Zonta CLUB account.  The fun and successful
event was held at Kathy Venemon’s house.  
Although some members stayed, almost all day, other
members took shifts staffing the garage sale.   Bob Venemon
helped Zonta members with the set-up, clean-up, and selling
of items to the public, as well as to ourselves.  All and all, 12
members of the Zonta Club of Pocatello participated in this

CLICK HERE FOR REGISTRATION LINK!
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members of the Zonta Club of Pocatello participated in this
event, a number that represents 67 % of our local
membership.

The event was publicized on the Club’s Zonta Facebook site
as well as member Facebook sites.  The garage sale was also
publicized through email notices to Zontians and others who
have expressed interested in helping Zonta Club of Pocatello
over the years.  Finally, a classified advertisement was placed

into the local paper (ISJ) on the 4th and 5th of August. 

ZONTA VOLUNTEERS BEAUTIFY SARAH
BANDES ROSE GARDEN
By Pamela Kennedy

 
        Zonta Club of Pocatello and the Chamber of Commerce
held a Ribbon Cutting on August 9, 2017 to celebrate the
completion of the refurbishing of Sarah’s Garden on the
Pocatello Greenway. 
Joan Downing, Sarah’s mother wrote, “When Sarah Bandes
died very unexpectedly four years ago, her family and friends
wanted to remember her in some way which might reflect her
all-too-short life.” In 1996, “...with much hard work and a lot
of help from Pocatello Regional Medical Center Community
Action Committee and others, a garden was started in a
weedy, empty lot on Grant Avenue.” 
         Her mother continued, “Some have wondered who
Sarah Bandes was.  She was a scholar and a teacher, a
gardener and a singer, an artist and a financial counselor, an
organizer and a very funny human being.”  At the time of her
death, she was working on her thesis for a PH.D. in medieval
history, focusing on women in business during the medieval
ages.    
         Zonta Club of Pocatello began helping with the
maintenance of Sarah’s Garden on Earth Day 2001.
Centennial Rotary Club and family friends joined Zonta for a
major clean-up of the garden and surrounding area. Sarah’s



Garden is part of the Pocatello Greenway so the Pocatello
Department of Parks and Recreation has installed and
maintained the sprinkling system, mowed the lawn and
performed basic maintenance since 1996.

  In spring 2016, the Ifft Foundation granted Zonta $6602 to
landscape the garden into a low maintenance area (brick
paths, effective mulch, new edging).  Zonta Club of Pocatello
and Joan Downing thank the Ifft Foundation, Pocatello
Department of Parks and Recreation and Idaho Classic
Landscaping for once again making the garden into a
beautiful place near downtown Pocatello.  Penelope Reedy
said it best when she described the Sarah Bandes Rose
Garden as a “pocket of peace and tranquility” for the
community to enjoy.

Amelia Earhart Fellowship 
Zonta International's Amelia Earhart (AE) Fellowship is awarded annually to 35 talented women, pursuing
Ph.D./doctoral degrees in aerospace-related sciences or aerospace-related engineering around the globe.
Applicants for the 2018 AE Fellowship must submit their applications by 15 November 2017 to be
considered.
According to Women in Aerospace, in 2010, roughly 10 percent of the aerospace industry was made up of
women. While the number has slowly increased, there must be reinforcements behind each step forward.
To assist the future of women in this field and other aerospace-related sciences and engineering, Zonta
International established the Amelia Earhart Fellowship in 1938 in honor of legendary pilot and Zontian,
Amelia Earhart. Today, the Fellowship of US$10,000 is awarded annually to 35 talented women, pursuing
Ph.D./doctoral degrees in aerospace-related sciences or aerospace-related engineering around the globe.
Women of any nationality pursuing a Ph.D./doctoral degree, who demonstrate a superior academic record
in the field of aerospace-related sciences or aerospace-related engineering, are eligible and encouraged
to apply. For a full list of the eligibility and application requirements, please refer to the application.
Since the program’s inception, Zonta International has awarded 1,543 Amelia Earhart Fellowships,
totaling more than US$9.7 million, to 1,114 women from 72 countries.
These fellowships are made possible through generous donations to the Zonta International Foundation.
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SAVE THE DATE!
MAY 12-13 2018  ZONTA SPRING CONFERENCE IN PORTLAND

THE EMBASSY SUITES PORTLAND AIRPORT!
NEED D8 MEMBERS INPUT... the date is Mother's Day weekend!  

It could provide the catalyst for some creative venues.

Send Us Your News!
 

            The District 8 newsletter is YOUR newsletter! Since we aren’t publishing and mailing costly
paper copies of the newsletter, we have less limitations on space. Therefore, if your club has
something you want to announce to the District, or a story that may be of interest to the entire
District—send it our way!
            Our quarterly newsletter deadlines are the first day of the month for: January, April, July,
and October; with publication by the 15th of the month. Submission content should be written in
Word, and photographs should be JPG. Please include your club name and contact information in
case somebody is interested in additional details. 
             Email material to editors, Laura and Sandy at: wildjack2@dcwisp.net and
snshendy@gmail.com. 
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