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Latinos No Cuentan: Poder y el Dinero Perdidos 

(Latinos Don’t Count: Power and Money Lost) 
 

The U.S. Census is about power and money, and Texas Latinos have so far lost on both counts; in 

electoral power and federal funding that helps support important vital infrastructure and health and 

human service needs. Rogelio Saenz's pre-2020 Census potential 'undercount' impact brief 

highlighted the importance of the Census. 

 

"The census provides the basis for congressional apportionment, states' votes in the 

Electoral College, and redistricting for congressional, legislative, and local electoral 

districts. It also determines how much federal money gets distributed to the states, 

shaping how businesses and policymakers make decisions."1 

 

According to the U.S. Census, the 2020 national Latino undercount was 4.99% compared to the 1.59% 

in 2010. The Black 2020 undercount was 3.3%, and the Non-Latino White undercount was 1.64%.2 

The Census Bureau anticipates the release of actual state-level data on the under and overcounts in 

the summer of 2022. While Texas was the big winner with the largest population growth rate of 16% 

since 2010, it was simultaneously the biggest loser with the largest undercount number.  

 

The population increase in Texas was 3,999,994 between 2010 and 2020 based on the initial U.S. 

Census release. Latinos drove the increase representing nearly 50% of the growth. As a result, the 

state gained two congressional seats and will gain billions in federal program dollars over the next 

ten years.3 No other state gained more than one congressional seat. Also, Texas' electoral college 

votes will increase to 40. However, because of redistricting and gerrymandering, Latinos will lose 

opportunities to gain electoral power; and the undercount will result in less federal funds which 

support Texan/Latino bienestar4 (well-being). 

Electoral Power  

Texas fell short of the three congressional seats it was projected to win based on initial population 

growth estimates.5  It's arguable the combination of republican census obstructionism, and high 

undercounts cost Texas the 3rd congressional seat.6  

Regardless of the number of gained congressional seats, Latinos and Blacks will lose opportunities 

to successfully elect their representative, further diminishing their electoral power and policy 

influence. Decades of redistricting map gerrymandering have affected the marginalization of people 

of color voters. Federal courts determined Texas lawmakers discriminated against Latino and Blacks 

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.37/xpi.3b1.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-CENSUS.LATINO-MONEY-POWER-IMPACT.pdf
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by intentionally diluting the power of their votes and have regularly violated the U.S. Constitution 

and the federal Voting Rights Act.  

The Supreme Court's weakening of the Voting Rights Act in 2013 has worsened discriminatory 

redistricting.7 Texas' 2021 redistricting mapmaking process was the first in nearly half a century 

without federal oversight and produced increased discriminatory outcomes which the Voting Rights 

Act shielded voters of color against.  

Not surprisingly, Texas was among several states ranking as 'high risk' across all five measures of a 

gerrymandering threat index national report.8  The measures included: 

 

1. Can politicians control how election maps are drawn? 

2. Can election maps be drawn in secret? 

3. Can election maps be rigged for partisan gain? 

4. Are the legal standards weak? 

5. Are rigged election maps hard to challenge in court? 

Once again, Latino organizations and individuals are currently suing Governor Greg Abbott and 

Deputy Secretary of State Jose A. Esparza over newly adopted redistricting maps that violate the 

Federal Voting Rights Act. The Texas Latino Redistricting Task Force provided recommendations 

for Congressional, State House and Senate, and State Board of Education redistricting maps. 

Unfortunately, the state's political republican leadership controlling the redistricting process gave no 

consideration to the Task Force's recommendations. The leadership, of course, claimed the 

redistricting maps developed and approved were 'color blind'. 

"It's not plausible but arguably ludicrous that the redistricting maps are not 

race-blind. The Texas Latino Redistrict Task Force Organizations and other 

coalitions know full well that the status quo prefers people of color to remain 

invisible and powerless."9 

Federal Funds Lost 

 

Texas received $101.6 billion in funding based on census results in 2010.1 Two of the top programs 

by the amount of funding that is at risk of distribution shortfalls in 2021-2030 based on the 2020 

census undercount are Medicare and Medicaid. ‘Other’ program-related examples include SNAP, 

highways, school lunch, special education, home energy assistance, and substance abuse.  
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The obstructionism from the Trump administration and Texas republican leadership foretold that 

Texans, particularly Latino, black, and low-income populations, would lose big. Texas was one of 

only three states that took no preliminary actions to ensure the most accurate census count. Indeed, in 

2019, the 86th Legislative Session failed to pass HB 255 and SB 1934. Both bills sought full 

participation in the 2020 federal decennial census and the establishment of a Complete Count 

Commission.10 The only efforts made to promote the census were minimal, late and at the expense of 

those still reeling from COVID19. Texas Tribune article noted: 

 

"After rejecting efforts to spend state money on outreach to help ensure an accurate 

census count, Republican leaders are now dipping into federal coronavirus relief funds 

to pay for a last-minute ad campaign."11  

 

The state is typically quick to pursue federal dollars when there are limited or no restrictions on how 

funds are spent. Yet, when it involves the U.S. Census, where an accurate population count serves as 

the benchmark for the intended 'fair' national distribution of 1.5 trillion dollars across 316 federal 

programs12, the state falters - why is that? Could it be that we don't want to ensure a full count of the 

people of color population growth?  

 

An Urban Institute analysis resulted in an undercount of 5.16% or 377,187 Texans. It's not a stretch 

to conclude that the largest undercount was among Latinos and Blacks.13  A George Washington 

University study that measured the funding impact of five programs that relies on the Federal Medical 

Assistance Percentage (FMAP) estimated that the median FY2015 loss per person missed in the 2010 

Census was $1,161.00. The FMAP-related programs included Medicaid, Children's Health Insurance 

Program, Title IV-E Foster Care, Title IV-E Adoption Assistance, and Child Care and Development 

Fund.  

 

Applying this outdated loss to Texas' 2020 undercount results in nearly $438 million in annual losses 

for the next ten years, i.e., over $4.3 billion.14 A more detailed economic analysis by The Perryman 

Group estimates the direct losses could be as high as $21.3 billion over the 2021-2030 period, or $2.1 

billion average per year. Their reports identify funding reductions in crucial sectors important to 

Texans and the economy, including health care, housing, education, and infrastructure.15  
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Further, the report notes that the losses lead to adverse ripple effects through the economy, 

multiplying the overall economic harms of an undercount - losses include $39.2 billion in gross 

product and nearly 418,500 job-years of employment. Furthermore, the state will likely see reductions 

in individual wellness, infrastructure improvements, job training, and worsening food insecurity. 

 

"The decrease in economic activity associated with funding losses would also generate a 

notable decrease in tax receipts to the state and local government entities including cities, 

counties, schools, and special districts (even beyond the loss of direct funding)." 

 

 It should be noted that these measures were based on the "expected" undercount in Texas under 

normal circumstances, not the now apparent severe undercount outcome. Just released census 

coverage update estimates the Texas undercount at more than half a million residents.16 

 

Summary 

 

It is hoped that at least some redistricting-related lawsuits will be successful, and Texas will get a fair 

district map, rectifying the discrimination produced by the current one. Certainly, redistricting maps 

have been approved, and legal discission may not be forthcoming for years. Nonetheless, Latinos 

continue with allies in organizing efforts to increase voter turn-out and build electoral power across 

the state.   

The census undercounts, and its economic impact also continues to be monitored. Latino and allied 

advocates will explore opportunities in which the anticipated 'corrections' by the U.S. Census Bureau 

can lead to federal funding allocation adjustments.17   

The state's leadership's position on the redistricting process, and its lack of support for an accurate 

census count, like their response to the Covid-19 pandemic and the 2021 Winter Freeze, demonstrate 

their values. In short, exposing the inequitable and discriminatory principles in the state’s political 

and policymaking leadership.   

Latino resiliency is grounded in values and priorities to improve family bienestar despite intentional 

barriers to their social and economic mobility. They will gain political and economic power.  
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