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Latinos Suing Governor - AGAIN   

 

Juan H. Flores, MUP 

 

“Voting discrimination has confronted Mexican Americans in Texas since statehood in 1845.”1

 
Texas Latino Redistricting Task Force, 2011 

 

Press Conference (10/19/2021): A cross-section of Latino organizations and individuals are suing 

Governor Greg Abbott and Deputy Secretary of State Jose A. Esparza over newly adopted 

redistricting maps that violate the Federal Voting Rights Act.  Lydia Camillo, Executive Director 

of SVREP and Chair of the Texas Latino Redistricting Task Force, provided background on the 

state’s efforts to dilute and disenfranchise the Latino vote and the legislative leadership's failure to 

give any consideration to the Task Force’s recommended redistricting maps.   

 

The suit plaintiffs are: 

 

• League of United Latin American 

Citizens (LULAC) 

• Southwest Voter Registration Education 

Project (SVREP) 

• Mi Familia Vota 

• American GI Forum 

• La Union del Pueblo Entero (LUPE) 

• Mexican American Bar Association 

• Texas Hispanics Organized for Political 

Education 

• William C. Velasquez Institute 

• FIEL Houston Inc.  

• Texas Association of Latino 

Administrators and Superintendents 

(TALAS) 

• Emelda Menendez 
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• Gilberto Menendez 

• Jose Olivares 

• Florida Chavez 

• Joey Cardenas 

 

According to Nina Perales of the Mexican American Legal 

Defense and Education Fund, which represents the plaintiffs, they 

are challenging all four-state legislature-approved redistricting 

maps – congressional, state house, and state senate and state board 

of education.  Not one of the redistricting maps reflects the growth 

of the Latino population that should have created Latino 

opportunity or majority districts.  

 

➢ Nonwhite Texans accounted for 95 percent of the 3,999,944 people that Texas added to its 

population between 2010 and 2020. 

➢ The Latino population added over 1.9 million people over the decade and is within half a 

percentage point of surpassing the white population as the largest demographic group in Texas. 

➢ Over two-thirds of Texas’s population gain was in and around the Dallas–Fort Worth metroplex, 

Houston, and Austin–San Antonio.  These expanding cities and metroplex exemplify population 

numbers to support additional congressional and state house and senate districts responsive to 

expanding Latino representation. 

➢ In contrast, of the 20 fastest-growing counties, 13 were suburban counties where the white share 

of the population decreased by as much as 16 percent. 
[Data Source: https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/state-redistricting-profile-texas] 

 

“Republicans rushed through the legislative process with their fingers in their ears, providing the 

public with only a perfunctory chance to provide input as the maps advanced at a rapid clip. GOP 

leaders insisted that the maps were drawn “race-blind” and that their lawyers had assured them they 

were not running afoul of the federal Voting Rights Act.”  

[https://www.texasobserver.org/republicans-gerrymandered-maps-turn-back-time-in-

texas/?goal=0_975e2d1fa1-87d8f1ae8d-23199719&mc_cid=87d8f1ae8d&mc_eid=fa74ffab4b] 

  

It’s not plausible but arguable ludicrous that the 

redistricting maps are not race-blind. The Texas 

Latino Redistrict Task Force Organizations and 

other coalitions know full-well that the status quo 

prefers people of color to remain invisible and 

powerless. 

     

Governor Abbott has not signed these maps into law yet, though it’s expected he will. The effect on 

communities can be accessed, while their gerrymandering impact is also evident. There are little doubt 

elections will be less competitive and decided by a smaller number of voters.   

 

Morris and Perez2 make clear that voter protection in Texas has hinged on congressional action and 

Supreme Court decisions. Further, they posit that “the fight for Latino voting rights in Texas is not a 

history lesson; it is an ongoing struggle that will likely continue into the decades ahead.” 

 

“Texas has shown it is still a Jim Crow racist state 

that it was when it had white only primaries, poll 

taxes, and literacy test in order to vote.” (Domingo 

Garcia, National President, LULAC) 

 

“The Texas legislature has 

persisted every census decade in 

drawing redistricting maps giving 

unfair advantage to non-minority 

candidates; only one term explains 

this result - racial discrimination.” 

(Juanita Valdez-Cox, Executive 

Director, LUPE) 

 

http://texaslatinopolicysymposium.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/FINAL_Latino-Taskforce-TP-Congress.pdf
http://texaslatinopolicysymposium.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Final_Latino-Taskforce-TP-House.pdf
http://texaslatinopolicysymposium.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/FINAL_Latino-Taskforce-TP-SBOE-Senate.pdf
http://texaslatinopolicysymposium.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/FINAL_Latino-Taskforce-TP-SBOE-Senate.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/state-redistricting-profile-texas
https://www.texasobserver.org/republicans-gerrymandered-maps-turn-back-time-in-texas/?goal=0_975e2d1fa1-87d8f1ae8d-23199719&mc_cid=87d8f1ae8d&mc_eid=fa74ffab4b
https://www.texasobserver.org/republicans-gerrymandered-maps-turn-back-time-in-texas/?goal=0_975e2d1fa1-87d8f1ae8d-23199719&mc_cid=87d8f1ae8d&mc_eid=fa74ffab4b
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The Task Force has, in the past, had success stopping Texas’s discriminatory redistricting efforts, its 

members plan on doing so again: 

 

“We support this suit as a voice and advocate for Latino learners and leaders who represent 53% of 

public-school students.  It’s imperative they have opportunities for fair representation that is best and 

just for their future.”  (Dr. Stan Paz, Executive Director, TALAS) 

 

“The voting power we are building is to break the cycle of disenfranchisement; we will not allow the 

state to implement these unfair redistricting maps.” (Angelica Razo, Texas State Director, Mi Familia 

Vota) 

 

The Texas lawmakers redrawn political maps for the state’s congressional, House, Senate, and Board 

of Education districts are here: https://apps.texastribune.org/features/2021/texas-redistricting-map/ 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Jose Roberto Juarez, Jr., “Mexican American Voting Rights in Texas”. In Robert Brischetto and J. Richard 

Avena (Eds.), Mexican American Civil Rights in Texas, Michigan State University Press, 2021. 
 
2 Kevin Morris and Myrna Perez, “Barriers to the Ballot Box in Texas”. In Robert Brischetto and J. Richard 

Avena (Eds.), Mexican American Civil Rights in Texas, Michigan State University Press, 2021. 
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