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Our Report to the Community



Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Our Strategic  
Area of Focus

Dear Friends of Mercy,

The past year was full of uncertainty, but also of hope. Because CAMCAC never closed its doors, our co-workers were 
able to provide healing to families who needed it. In 2020, we set a record by serving 748 children. In Saline County 
alone, our cases increased by 30%. While these numbers may seem staggering, it’s not even close to the number of 
cases of abuse that go unreported.

We also set a record on the number of families we helped through our Christmas program, Miracle on McAuley Court. 
We raised more than $17,000 that was used to provide gifts, outfits, hams, stockings and food boxes to 87 children 
and 29 families. 

Also, this year we raised a record amount of money at the annual Child Abuse Prevention Rallies. Totaling more than 
$108,000, these funds will be used to provide a new, larger Benton center, as well as an expansion in Hot Springs. 
Additionally, we honored three deserving individuals, one in each community we serve, with the Patrick McCruden 
Superhero Award.

Our Prevention Team has been working diligently to stay connected with our schools. While we were not physically 
allowed in schools to deliver our “Empower Me!” body safety program, we were able to provide a virtual platform 
to meet the needs of the children, resulting in disclosures. 

While 2020 was not without difficulties, we were bolstered by the continued generosity of our donors. We know that 
our mission inspires the communities that we serve and are glad that they are so ready to support CAMCAC. On behalf 
of Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center, thank you for making a difference in the life of a child.

Tracey Childress 
Director 
Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center

children’s 
services

Your Gifts at Work

Our Funding Priority

Capital Improvements 
Funds raised will support capital improvements for both Hot Springs and Benton 
which will help us develop new programs as community needs arise and evaluate 
services that enhance quality of care.

Because of generous donations and continued support from donors 
like you,  below are some of the programs and services that were funded 
in fiscal year 2021.

Grants - $1,093,749

Major & Annual Giving - $138,430 

Events - $92,709



Allie Graves, CAMCAC’s keynote speaker for 
the 2021 Hot Springs Rally, knows a lot about 
trauma, hope and healing. When she was 
born, she was abandoned by her mother at the 
hospital. After three months in her biological 
father’s care, he gave her up. She spent a year 
and a half with a loving foster family, but she was 
then given back to her father’s family, where she 
endured consistent abuse and neglect. Four years 
to the day she was taken away from her loving 
foster home, she visited the child advocacy 
center where, in her words, “it changed the 
trajectory of my life.” After her forensic interview, 
Allie was placed back in foster care.

At age 6, she was adopted by her first foster 
family, the Graves. At age 7, she faced her 
abuser in court with her forensic interviewer 
and counselor at her side, where they also 
served as expert witnesses. “By God’s divine 
plan, 12 years to the day of her forensic 
interview, she was crowned Miss Texas 
Outstanding Teen. Because of the pandemic, 
Allie was afforded an extra year where she 
used her platform to share her story and raise 
awareness of child abuse and the huge need 
for foster and adoptive families. She was able 
to speak to lawmakers and stakeholders in the 

Trauma, Hope 
and Healing

Allie Graves

(continued on next page)

Child Abuse Awareness 
Virtual Rallies
The Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center (CAMCAC) held our 
annual Child Abuse Awareness Rallies on April 16 in Hot Springs and 
April 30 in Benton. The Rallies highlighted Child Abuse Awareness 
Month and honor those who served on the front lines in the war against 
child abuse. CAMCAC recognized one worker from each community for 
outstanding service to children with the “Patrick McCruden Superhero 
Award.” This community-wide event featured the First Lady of Arkansas, 
Mrs. Susan Hutchinson, as well as the Mount St. Mary’s Concert Belles. 

This year, with the help of a production company, CAMCAC held the 
Rallies virtually. A “Watch Party” was held at each facility with staff, 
board members and donors. In addition to hearing from survivors directly 
affected by child abuse, there were messages from sponsors, as well 

as song performances by multiple 
individuals. The events were emceed 
by Neal Gladner, US Stations, and 
led by Tracey Childress, director, and 
Lamar Trieschmann, board president. 
While CAMCAC was not able to have 
the events in person, the center set a 
record for the amount raised at over 

$108,000. This money raised will go towards a larger facility in Benton, 
as well as an expansion at the Hot Springs facility.

“We are so thankful for our donors,” said director Tracey Childress. 
“Due to the 30% increase in cases in Saline County from 2019 to 2020, 
our need for a larger facility is more important than ever. In addition, 
we continue to add services to help our families, and those services will 
be reinforced with a Hot Springs expansion. Our ability to continue to 
meet the needs of the children and families of our communities will be 
strengthened because of the generosity of our supporters. Since all our 
services are free, every dollar counts.”

This year’s recipients of the Patrick McCruden Superhero Awards 
are Jennifer Tonseth, Investigator for the Garland County Sheriff’s 
Department in Hot Springs; Shannon Gachot-Ridgley, Mental Health 
Therapist at CAMCAC in Benton; and Michael Proch, Investigator for the 
Department of Human Services in Mena. All three individuals have shown 
outstanding service to children and reflect the true nature of a superhero.

The three Patrick McCruden Superhero Award winners (L-R): Michael Proch, 
Jennifer Tonseth, and Shannon Gachot-Ridgley

$108,000
was raised at 
this year’s rally

Over



Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center 
216 McAuley Ct. 
Hot Springs, AR 71913

mercyhealthfoundation.net/CAMCAC

Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

child welfare system in Austin and share her 
ideas from a child’s perspective who has lived 
through foster care and adoption. She’s also 
had the opportunity to speak to child welfare 
leaders at the Arkansas Governor’s Mansion 
for the Blessings in Bloom Luncheon, as well as 
sing at the Women of Inspiration event at the 
Statehouse Convention Center.

Today, Allie is a strong, secure, loved and 
outgoing 19-year-old. She’s a 2020 Magna 
Cum Laude graduate and just completed her 
freshman year at Ouachita Baptist University. 
She spends a lot of time working alongside 
organizations that help children, such as 
Child Advocacy Centers. Each fall, she holds 
a blanket and teddy bear drive collecting new 
stuffed toys and blankets to donate to children 
who undergo forensic interviews “in the 
hopes of bringing a little peace in the middle 

of turmoil to a boy or girl who is living the 
unimaginable.” Allie remembers the feeling of 
comfort her teddy bear gave to her when she 
received it the day of her interview. In addition 
to being this year’s keynote speaker at the 
Hot Springs Rally, she also sang at both 
CAMCAC Rallies in 2021.

Allie says, “I’ve learned to be living proof of the 
difference that love can make in someone’s life 
and to live out one of my favorite scriptures, 
Genesis 50:20, which says, ‘You intended to 
harm me, but God intended it all for good.’ 
I know He brought me to this position so that 
His will could be accomplished in my life and I 
can show His love to other people. Another one 
of my favorite scriptures is 1 Peter 4:10. It states 
that, ‘Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace.’”

Allie Graves (continued from previous page)

For more  
information, visit  
us online at  
MercyHealth 
Foundation.net/
CAMCAC
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$460 raised selling yard signs

23 women have joined since June 2020

$17,195 raised for 

Miracle on McAuley Court 
This Christmas program supplied 
wish list items, outfits, coats, shoes, 
stockings, bikes, hams, and food boxes

87 kids and 29 families benefitted

CAMCAC held a drive-thru CHAMP Camp during 
Spring Break and plan to have three more this 
summer – two in Hot Springs and one in Benton.


