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lives



Our Strategic Areas of Focus

Mercy Kids 
Mercy just opened the region’s 
first pediatric emergency 

department that offers a child and 
family-friendly space, including a separate 
triage area and waiting room just for 
kids. Funding also supports a pediatric 
intensive care unit, inpatient center and a 
child-friendly test and treatment center.

Cancer Care 
Funding to the Cancer Care 
program provides patient 

assistance, such as gas cards and 
transportation, as well as resources 
for support groups.

Mother Baby 
Mercy’s Mother Baby 
funding allows for continuous 

enhancements to labor and delivery 
units where our local babies join 
this world. Donations support new 
and improved services as well as 
technological upgrades.

Eye 
Mercy Eye continually works 
to bring state-of-the-art 

equipment to our community in order 
to provide transformative care to our 
patients. Funding also supports patient 
assistance and education for nurses. 

Behavioral Health 
Funds support special needs 
within the Marian Center at 

Mercy Hospital to enhance behavioral 
health services.

Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Dear Friends of Mercy,

When I began as Executive Director, I made it my motto to “Find the Good 
and Share the Good.”

This year, we are celebrating our 20th year as a Foundation in Springfield thanks 
to a generous donation from J.F. Johnson. Mr. Johnson was a conservative man 
but when it came to helping others, he gave all he could, even after he passed 
away in 1999 at the age of 95. The former MFA Milling Company manager, 
cattle farmer and St. John’s Advisory Board Chairman left a generous amount 
to St. John’s for nursing education, helping many students each year with the 
J.F. Johnson Nursing Scholarship Fund. As our fiscal year comes to an end, we 
remember the legacy and generosity of Mr. Johnson as we extend our sincerest 
thanks for your current support, which has sustained our ministry here at Mercy 
Springfield. 

In May, we opened Springfield’s first pediatric emergency department that was fully 
funded by donations. We also have very exciting financial facts to share with you:

• 100% of funds raised stay in the Springfield community.

• Our cost to raise a dollar is $.05. The national average in health care is $.25.

•  We have a $20 return on investment. That means for every dollar raised, 
we return $20. The national average is $4.35.

•  Currently, our Foundation has $16.6 million in endowments to support health 
care education, uninsured/underinsured individuals, child life specialists and 
the Jane Pitt Pediatric Cancer Center. This is the largest endowment of all 
17 Mercy Health Foundation communities.

Your continued generosity to Mercy Health Foundation helps ensure that we 
can provide needed services, improved programs and advanced technologies 
to those we serve in our community. Your gift makes it possible for us to 
provide exceptional service and compassionate care, enhance programs 
and equipment, and improve health care for our community. Thank you 
for your investment in Mercy!

With sincere gratitude for your support,

Alyea Alldredge 
Executive Director, Mercy Health Foundation

Your Gifts at Work

Because of generous donations and continued support from donors like you,  
below are some of the programs and services that were funded in fiscal year 2021.

Grants - $1,530,560 
Charity Care / Patient Assistance - $424,010

Mercy Kids - $392,084

Hospital Specialty Services - $325,282
(Includes Behavioral Health, Burn Unit, MSU Care, Hospice, 
Sports Medicine, Neurology, Pastoral Care, Colors of Hope Gala 
and Area of Greatest Need)

Chapel Enhancements - $141,056

Emergency Response Fund - $93,826
Cancer Care - $82,691

Women with a Mission - $33,000

Education - $15,276
Mother / Baby - $3,863

Heart & Vascular - $3,782



Mercy Springfield Opens New 
Mercy Kids Emergency Room 

Members of the Lipscomb family stand next to a plaque recognizing their generous 
contribution to the new Mercy Kids Emergency Room. Pictured left to right are Gary, 
Betty and Dr. Diane Lipscomb.

Casey noticed his vision was blurry at just 15 years 
old. An initial diagnosis determined he had a 
cataract, but after undergoing the recommended 
corrective surgery, his vision continued to decline. 
A second opinion found that he was in fact living 
with keratoconus.

After an unsuccessful cataract surgery in 10th grade, 
Casey spent the rest of high school learning to cope 
with his deteriorating vision. With his vision rapidly 
declining in his left eye and minor blurred vision 
in his right eye, he had to get creative to manage 
his normal everyday activities. He used his cell 
phone camera’s zoom as a magnifying glass to read 
anything he couldn’t see. To try to compensate for 
his poor eyesight, Casey even memorized vision 
charts at the eye doctor’s office to make it seem like 
his vision wasn’t getting worse.

Those close to Casey could tell something was 
going on with his eyesight, but they didn’t know to 
what extent and just thought he needed glasses. 
He knew trying to find a solution to his vision 
problems would cost money, and growing up with 
a single mother, he did not want to be a burden. 
So, he simply avoided talking about it and hid his 
worsening vision from his family and peers.

After a military rejection during his senior year 
of high school due to what they diagnosed as a 
degenerative eye disease, Casey began preparing 
for the worst. Anticipating blindness, he started 
teaching himself to read and write braille.

Compelled to make something of himself despite 
his vision issues, Casey enrolled in college, 
where he double-majored in criminal justice and 
psychology, and double-minored in child adolescent 
development and international conflict. However, 
life as a student was becoming difficult to manage 
due to his worsening vision issues, so he made the 
difficult decision to pause his education. At the 
time, he was living in Missouri with his aunt who 

Beating the Odds

The grand opening of the Mercy Kids Emergency Room was celebrated with a 
blessing, ribbon cutting and open house on May 24, 2021. Nearly 50 current and 
potential donors attended the open house throughout the day and were given 
tours of the new facility, which opened in early June. The Mercy Kids Emergency 
Room is part of the $20 million Mercy Kids Capital Campaign and once its 
fundraising is complete, will be completely funded by donor dollars. 

The new 7,800-square-foot 
addition includes 6,300-square-feet 
of space dedicated to pediatric 
patients, as well as six new triage 
rooms for adults. This much-needed 
facility will allow more kids to 
get the care they need in an area 
designed for them. The addition 
features a new, dedicated drop-off 
and entrance for faster access 
to care, 24-hour ER coverage by 
physicians who are board certified 
in pediatric emergency medicine, 
11 pediatric exam rooms with 
kid-friendly designs to help 
children cope during tests and 
procedures, and so much more.

When patients enter the ER, they 
are greeted by a nurse who will 

determine the level of emergency and direct them to the appropriate waiting 
room. There is a separate children’s waiting room filled with kid-friendly 
furniture, toys and colorful aesthetics to help them feel comfortable. Two of the 
new exam rooms are designed specifically to treat kids with behavioral health 
diagnoses in a safe environment for both the patient and co-workers. There is 
also an exam room designed specifically for patients with sensory disorders. 
The room offers lighting that can be dimmed, extra space to move around to 
help them cope, and other needed elements to comfort the children. 

As the only pediatric emergency room in Southwest Missouri, this space has 
been highly-anticipated by the community. 

Donors listen to information shared during 
a tour at the Mercy Kids Emergency Room 
Open House. Attendees included Women 
with a Mission giving society members, Mercy 
Health Foundation board members, project 
donors and members of the community.

(continued on next page)

Casey receiving eye treatment at Mercy Springfield. 
Photo taken prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.



For more information, 
visit us online at  
mercyhealth 
foundation.net/ 
springfield
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Outdoor Bell 
For Jane Pitt Pediatric 
Cancer Center Patients
Upon completion of cancer treatments through 
the Jane Pitt Pediatric Cancer Center, patients 
and their families celebrate with a “No More 
Chemo” party. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
these parties took place inside the clinic and 
patients were able to ring a bell donated by a 
former patient. Due to restricted visitor policies 
and to ensure safety of all involved, these 
parties could no longer continue in the clinic. An 
anonymous donor generously donated a bell to 
be placed outside so the parties could continue 
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Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

and patients and their families could celebrate 
the amazing accomplishment of completing 
cancer treatments. 

A Jane Pitt Pediatric Cancer Center patient is the first 
to ring the new “No More Chemo” bell located outside 
so friends and families can attend and celebrate the 
milestone.

Beating the Odds (continued from previous page)

noticed his vision was worsening. She knew that 
Casey needed to visit the eye doctor once again 
to find out what was wrong.

After years of not knowing the cause of his 
deteriorating vision, Casey was referred to Mercy 
Hospital Springfield and was finally diagnosed 
with keratoconus in May 2019. He was then 
referred to experienced ophthalmologist, Dr. 
Schachar Tauber, who provided assurance that 
he would not become blind due to an incredible 
procedure that could slow or halt the progression 
of his keratoconus. Knowing there was a way 
to stop the progression came as a relief, but 
that relief was clouded by skepticism due to an 
unsuccessful cataract surgery at age 15. 

Meanwhile, Mercy Health Foundation Springfield 
and Mercy Eye partnered to raise funds through 
the Mercy Colors of Hope Gala to purchase 
equipment for cross-linking procedures. Once 
the equipment arrived, and with encouragement 
from Dr. Tauber, Casey underwent FDA-approved 
cross-linking in his left eye in June 2020. He was the 
first patient of Dr. Tauber’s to undergo the procedure. 

Casey started to feel like doors were opening for 
him and that he could do so many things that 
he wasn’t able to previously. The same eye that 
caused him to be rejected from the military was 
now his better eye. He began driving comfortably 
and no longer needed to use his cell phone as a 
magnifying glass. He could make out people’s 
faces without having to squint to see them. Most 
significantly, Casey put his braille studies to rest.

Casey has returned to college at University of 
North Georgia and is majoring in Political Science 
with a concentration in Pre-Law. He aims to 
ultimately run for office to become a Senator in 
Georgia. In addition, Casey would love to be on TV 
one day, or get a side gig as a motivational speaker.

With his vision issues under control, Casey is 
thrilled to have his life back on track. He’s looking 
forward to living a full life and pursuing many of 
his dreams along the way. He recommends the 
FDA-approved cross-linking procedure to anyone 
who is struggling with progressive keratoconus, 
and he now lives by the motto, “Why waste time 
adapting to life when you don’t have to?”


