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Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Our Strategic  Areas of Focus

Your Gifts at Work
Because of generous donations and continued support from donors like you,  
below are some of the programs and services that were funded in fiscal year 2021. 

Dear Friends of Mercy,

As challenges continued to swirl around us during the past year, you remained steadfast in your commitment to 
improving the health of your community. Your generous contributions to Mercy Health Foundation are evidence 
of your compassionate support of our healing ministry. 

Our Health Leads team provided instrumental care to nearly 800 clients and surveyed more than 62,000 community 
members. Through this survey, we discovered that many of our neighbors are in need of food, prescription assistance 
or seemingly simple things such as finding a ride to the grocery store or to medical appointments. The Health Leads 
programs enables us to connect those in need with vital resources. It also helps eliminate some of the barriers that are 
preventing them from living healthy lifestyles.   

Our Hyland Behavioral Health co-workers converted our Intensive Outpatient program to a virtual telepsychiatry platform, 
enabling clients across the state of Missouri to receive group therapy, individual therapy and clinical assessments. Thanks 
to your support, this project has increased access to lifesaving mental health services, especially for those living 
in remote or rural areas of the state.    

Thank you for walking with us and serving as the hands and feet of Jesus.

Sean Hogan Valerie Stricker Darin Basler 
President Executive Director Chair 
Mercy Hospital South Mercy Health Foundation South Mercy Health Foundation South Board of Directors

Cancer Care 
Your support funds a Cancer 
Navigation program at the 

David M. Sindelar Cancer Center on  
the campus of Mercy Hospital South.  
Cancer Navigators are clinical experts who 
guide each patient through their cancer 
journey by providing support, answering 
questions and coordinating care, including 
scheduling appointments, tests and 
screenings. The most sophisticated 
cancer treatment will never replace 
the touch of another person’s hand. 

Mental Health 
Your gifts will establish a Mental Health 
Walk-In Clinic located at the Hyland 

Behavioral Health Center on the campus of Mercy 
Hospital South. The purpose of this clinic is to increase 
timely access to mental or behavioral health care for 
people living in our community. The clinic will function 
much like a typical emergency room or urgent care clinic, 
in the sense that anyone with a concern is welcome to 
seek help without having an appointment. The goal of 
the assessment services is to establish the best next 
steps to meet individuals’ specific mental health needs, 
and to assist those individuals in taking the next steps. 

Hospice 
Your gifts help 
provide comfort 

and dignity for each patient 
in their final days, support 
families navigating end-of-
life, promote healing through 
counseling and assist those 
grieving the death of a loved 
one. Mercy South provides 
compassionate care for 
hospice patients who are 
uninsured or underinsured.

Stroke Care - $4,000,000
Unrestricted/Area of Greatest Need - $424,256
Hospice Care - $206,281
Cancer Care - $201,310
Health Leads/Patient Assistance - $107,000
Hyland Behavioral Health - $43,744
Emergency Response Fund - $23,309



Cancer Care Spotlight 
on Nurse Navigators
The David M. Sindelar Cancer Center at Mercy Hospital South has been open for almost 
a year now and the reception from our patients and our community is well beyond our 
expectations. The Cancer Center is accredited by the American College of Surgeons’ 
Commission on Cancer. The medical care team at the Cancer Center is highly trained 
with decades of combined experience and an approach to care that’s rooted in the 
compassion that flows from our religious heritage.

We are on pace to care for 30% more radiation patients and 10.5% more infusion 
patients than the prior year. From a financial perspective, we are far exceeding our 
projections for year one and two, and are already nearing year three projections. 
This amazing growth reflects the great work by our Cancer Center team and the 
world-class facility now in place.

One of the keys to the success of the Cancer Center is the addition of several new 
physicians with plans to add more providers. The recent additions include:

Jessica Johnson, CT Tech, prepares for her next patient at the David M. Sindelar Cancer Center.

“It feels like home” is a phrase we use 
to describe the warmth and sense of 
belonging we feel when we arrive at the 
place we are most at ease—our place of 
peace, familiarity and most importantly, 
where we find the people who love and 
care for us. Since its opening 20 years ago, 
the Fern and Russell de Greeff Hospice 
House at Mercy Hospital South (formerly 
St. Anthony’s) has been “home” for 
thousands of hospice patients and 
their loved ones.  

Mary Kellogg, whose husband Bob was 
a patient at de Greeff Hospice House, 
was inspired to write a letter expressing 
her appreciation for the staff who made 
a difference during their time there. Mary 
writes, “I don’t know where to begin to say 
‘thank you’ for welcoming us to de Greeff 
and caring for both of us during our stay.  
You were patient, kind, compassionate 
and full of love. I was amazed to see you 
all work as such a cohesive team. That 
special ability made this a home-like place 
for us and for other families.”

Exciting renovations are taking place to 
maintain the house for years to come, 
including the opening of four new private 
patient rooms.  

While the house is designed to make 
guests feel comfortable, what truly sets 
the de Greeff Hospice program apart are 
the individuals who provide loving and 
personal care to patients. Many families 
share their gratitude for the care and 
comfort our co-workers provide.  

Generous gifts to Mercy Health 
Foundation for Hospice help us keep the 
de Greeff Hospice House operating and 
maintain the elements that make it so 
special to patients and families. 
They also support the Hospice program 
at Mercy South, which provides care for 
patients in their homes. 

During fiscal year 2021:  
2,545 volunteer hours were given, 
827 families were supported by phone 
calls and/or visits following the death 
of their loved one, 322 patients and their 
families were served at de Greeff Hospice, 
$250,000 in donations was used to 
cover the expense of end-of-life care for 
57 patients who stayed at the Hospice 
House. Gifts from our community and 

The Journey Home

(continued on next page)(continued on next page)

We’re adding more than just physicians to the care team. We expanded our Nurse 
Navigation program with the addition of a new breast cancer nurse navigator. The core 
function of an oncology nurse navigator is to help patients plan, schedule and fulfill 
each step in their cancer treatment journeys. Nurse navigators combine their medical 
knowledge with compassionate care, so that patients feel supported throughout their 
diagnosis, treatment and recovery. 

In addition to streamlining the process of care so that patients achieve the best possible 
health outcomes, the reduced stress and anxiety that our Nurse Navigation program 
provides to patients and their families further contributes to good overall health.

For this reason, your support of David M. Sindelar Cancer Center is more vital than 
ever. We are so grateful for our faithful donors. Your gifts continue to make a significant 
difference in the lives of the patients we serve.

Dr. Peter DiPasco, Surgical Oncologist
Dr. John Whitfield, Colorectal Surgeon
Dr. Sarah Colwick, Breast Surgeon
Dr. Dan Silasi, Gynecologic Oncologist

Dr. Jamshed Agha, Medical Oncologist
Dr. Vanessa Sanders, Nuclear Medicine 
Fellowship-trained Radiologist
Dr. Kyle O’Blanc, Breast Fellowship-trained 
Radiologist
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Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

family members who experience the hospice journey 
support the program.  

After experiencing the compassionate care  of our staff and 
volunteers during a loved one’s end-of-life journey, many 
ask what they can do to support de Greeff Hospice House. 
Frequently, families and friends choose to give memorial 
gifts to honor their loved ones. Many families ask that 
charitable gifts be made to de Greeff “in lieu of flowers” and 
we greatly appreciate their contributions.

If you would like to help ensure that future generations will 
benefit from the services of de Greeff Hospice House, we 
encourage you to designate the Hospice program in your 
estate plans. Generous individuals who have recognized the 
need for legacy gifts are part of our Callaghan Society.

If you have already designated de Greeff Hospice House or 
Mercy Health Foundation South in your will, please contact 
us so we can personally thank you for your generosity.

The Journey Home (continued from previous page)

Cancer Care (continued from previous page)

A sampling of comments about our cancer navigators from a few 
grateful patients perhaps says it best:

“I really believe that you have found your true calling because I 
couldn’t think of anyone else I would want on my side to keep my 
spirits up.”

“She always has a smile on her face and meets her patients where 
they are, physically and emotionally. She understands what it is like to 
be a patient. I am so thankful to have her on my health care team and 
as someone I consider a friend.”

“Just a quick note to say thank you for taking such great care of me. 
I don’t know what I would have done without you.”

“I just want to thank you so much for all your compassion, caring and 
concern. Thanks for helping me through this journey of mine which at 
times has been overwhelming but with your encouragement it helped 
to make it easier. God Bless.”

The Cancer Center provides comprehensive care, which includes 
lymphedema treatment, acupuncture, massage, chiropractic care 
and physical therapy. All of these services work together to provide 
the care our community deserves and appreciates.

Patients 
supported 
by nurse 
navigation:
Breast: 105

Lung: 144

Head, Neck, 
Brain: 153

GI: 186

Leukemia, Myeloma 
and Lymphoma will 
be covered in 2022 
by hiring another 
navigator

A group of donors contributed funds 
to install a statue of Mother Mary 
in memory of Dr. Jack Donovan. The 
statue greets visitors and staff as they 
enter the de Greeff Hospice House. 


