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Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Our Strategic Areas of Focus

Dear Friends of Mercy,

Mercy Health Foundation is extremely grateful for the individuals, organizations and corporations who provided their 
resources, time and talents to support Mercy Hospital Jefferson, Mercy Cancer Center Jefferson and Mercy Clinic 
to grow and thrive.

We sincerely thank you for all your prayers, acts of kindness and charitable donations to bring cheer and relief to our 
co-workers and patients. This past year provided continued challenges brought about by the pandemic. More notably, 
it also brought about innovation and inspiration at Mercy and throughout our Jefferson community to help foster 
relationships and ways to help one other.

As Catherine McAuley, Founder of the Sisters of Mercy said, “Who we are together is as important as anything we will 
ever accomplish.” Together, the collaborative efforts of donors, foundation board members, corporations and foundations 
enable us to improve quality of life and make care accessible for all. 

Thank you for helping us bring the best possible care to our community and surrounding areas. 

Sincerely,

Eric Ammons   Andrew Held    Bill Seek 
President   Executive Director   Board Chair 
Mercy Hospital Jefferson Mercy Health Foundation Jefferson Mercy Health Foundation Jefferson

Your Gifts at Work
Because of generous donations and continued support from donors like you,  
below are some of the programs and services that were funded in fiscal year 2021.

Cancer Care: Funds will provide patients in need with critical medications, screenings, biopsies, ultrasounds, 
MRIs, surgical consultations, nutritional supplement drinks and chemo care bags. Funds will also support 
the cancer navigation program to meet the growing needs of the community.

Mental Health: Funds will help adolescents and adults who don’t have the means to pay and who are 
uninsured or underinsured receive intensive outpatient treatment, transportation, prescription medications, 
educational materials and nutritional support.

Women’s and Children’s Services: Funds will cover the cost of co-pays and essential care items for 
uninsured moms such as car seats, bassinets, safe sleeper kits, hygiene kits, first aid kits and breastfeeding 
support kits. Funds will also help provide the latest technology and equipment needed to care for newborns.

Oncology Services - $220,161
Women’s and Children’s Services - $159,202
Area of Greatest Need - $67,754
Hospital Clinical and Specialty Services - $56,492
Co-worker Crisis Fund - $46,774
Emergency Response and Community Support - $39,809
Compassion Fund (medication assistance) - $35,110
Nursing and Clinical Education - $16,469
Behavioral Health Services - $16,338



Planting a Seed of Hope
One in eight women in the United States will develop invasive breast cancer. 
It is the most diagnosed cancer among American women. However, cancer 
treatment is improving, saving more lives and extending survival. Thanks to many 
innovative technologies, the treatment process has become less intimidating and 
easier on patients and the medical staff.

At Mercy, our physicians and nurses focus on treating the patient as a whole, 
considering their body, mind and spirit. They are passionate about giving the highest 
quality of care to their patients. A little over a year ago, Mercy Health Foundation 
received a request from the oncology nurse navigator and radiologist at 
Mercy Jefferson for a Sentimag System for tumor detection. 

The Sentimag System was purchased in June 2020 and 
was used on nearly 50 patients in the past fiscal year. 
“When a patient comes to the imaging center, they are 
already overwhelmed after a cancer diagnosis,” said 
Dr. Christine Ormsby, Diagnostic Radiology Specialist. 
“The Sentimag System makes the overall patient experience 
a better one. Instead of having to come to the Imaging 
Center the day of their surgery and having a guide wire 
hanging out of their skin, patients can now have a tiny 
magseed, about the size of a piece of rice, placed inside 
them where the tumors are located. They can have this 

done up to 30 days before surgery, so that on the day of surgery they can go directly 
to the hospital.”

This innovative technology is less invasive, more comfortable and more convenient 
for the patient. Since it has been purchased, Dr. Angela Ware, General Surgery, has 
used it on about 80% of her patients. “The Sentimag is not only better for patients, 
but also for physicians. The magseed can be placed at any angle unlike the guidewire 
and allows me to find the exact location of the tumor. It also has decreased the 
re-excision rate and allows me more flexibility cosmetically,” Dr. Ware said.  

Thanks to so many individuals and organizations in our community supporting Mercy 
Health Foundation, Mercy can continue to bring exceptional care to our patients with 
the latest technologies. “The Sentimag System has been such a success in helping 
our most vulnerable patients going through breast cancer treatment. I was so excited 
that Mercy Health Foundation was able to fund this. Our donors are a huge blessing 
to so many people and in so many ways. We are so grateful for their continued 
support,” commented Andrew Held, Executive Director, Mercy Health Foundation.

Dr. Christine Ormsby, Diagnostic Radiology Specialist in her office at the Mercy Imaging Center. 
Photo was taken prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sara Govero has been a supporter and 
advocate for Mercy Health Foundation 
Jefferson since she attended and 
sponsored the Foundation’s Piano 
Mania event in November 2016. Sara 
walked into the sponsor reception that 
followed and asked who was overseeing 
the event. “Nervously I admitted that it 
was me,” said Andrew Held, Executive 
Director, Mercy Health Foundation. “She 
walked right up to me and to my relief, 
told me she wanted to know more about 
the Foundation and how it supports the 
hospital and patients.”

Since this event, Sara has demonstrated 
so much passion for our hospital, 
especially for the labor and delivery 
unit. “It is important to me that our 
community receive the highest quality 
of care close to home,” Sara said. “I want 
the babies born here to have the best 
technology and equipment, and to have 
all the things they need when leaving the 
hospital,” Sara said. 

Sara had previously funded the purchase 
of three vapotherms, which offer 
respiratory support for infants born 
with respiratory distress symptoms. 
In the Spring of 2019, she funded the 
purchase of two pulse oximeters to 
monitor the amount of oxygen in a 
newborn’s blood and two vein viewers.

Sara further supported the work of the 
Foundation by joining Mercy Health 
Foundation Jefferson’s Board of Directors 
in July 2019. She continues to advocate 
for the growth of the hospital and make 
a difference in the lives of our tiniest 
patients and their families. When the 
need for a Special Care Nursery (SCN) 
was presented to Sara, she didn’t 
hesitate, asking, “What do I need to do 
to make this happen?” 

Sara agreed to fund not only a Special 
Care Nursery, but also an endowment 
that will help parents meet their infant’s 
basic needs for years to come. The Labor 
and Delivery co-workers at Mercy 
Jefferson were overjoyed to hear the news. 

The Sara Govero and Family Special 
Care Nursery will provide mother and 
baby with individualized care, increased 

Sara Govero and Family 
Special Care Nursery

(continued on next page)
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Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

privacy and more opportunities to bond with 
infants who are born moderately ill but are 
expected to improve rapidly without urgent 
intervention. The new nursery will also offer 
a quiet environment to keep infants calm and 
support brain development, a sterile room 
to prevent potential infections, more space 
for better visualization and monitoring, and a 
better space for transport teams to stabilize 
and transfer infants when needed.

“I am so excited to get this project started. 
We have a great hospital in Jefferson County. 
I was born at this hospital, and I get to be a 
part of helping babies have the best possible 
start. It’s the children who are going to shape 
the future we live in,” Sara said.

In 2020, 508 babies were born at Mercy 
Hospital Jefferson. The number of births 
has increased over the last several years. 
Ten percent of the babies welcomed at 
Mercy Jefferson required specialized care or 
equipment. “Being able to expand our facilities 
and services to include a Special Care Nursery 
will provide us with a space to better care for 
the health and safety of our newborns that 

Left to Right: Sara Govero, Chandra Alsop (director 
of women’s and children’s services), Amy Schwent 
(supervisor-clinical nursing women’s and children’s 
services), Heather Munguia (niece of Sara), and Dave 
Govero (father of Sara). They are standing in front of 
the room that will become the Special Care Nursery. 
This is before any renovations have taken place. 

Special Care Nursery (continued from previous page)

need extra attention,” said Chandra Alsop, 
Nursing Director. 

Mercy Hospital Jefferson was named a Best 
Maternity Hospital 2021, a list compiled by 
Newsweek and the Leapfrog Group. We were 
one of 217 hospitals nationwide and one of 
only three hospitals in the state of Missouri 
to have earned this recognition.

Mercy Health 
Foundation Jefferson 
has been blessed over 
the years with strong 
support from our 

community and surrounding areas. Our 
donors have made it possible for thousands 
of our friends, family and neighbors to receive 
quality health care when they need it most. 
Our corporate partners have committed to 
an annual donation for a minimum of three 
years, towards one of our three funding 
priorities: Mental Health, Cancer Care 
and Women’s and Children’s Services. 

Corporate 
Partners 
Program

2021 Corporate Partners

Investor: Guild Mortgage – Randy Morgan

Benefactor: Sapaugh GM Power

Patron: First State Community Bank; 
Lucas-Smith Chrysler Center; 
Twin City Toyota

Supporter: Acuity Anesthesiology; 
Anonymous; Bauman Oil Distributors, Inc.; 
Bridgewater Wealth Management Group; 
D&S Fencing Co, Inc.; Reuther Ford; 
Scenic Nursing and Rehab


