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Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Dear Friends of Mercy,

Mercy Hospital Berryville is better today because of you. The continuing improvements to our facility— and to the level 
of care we’re able to provide—are made possible because of your generous support. 

Your contributions funded a remodel of patient rooms in the emergency department and vital technological improvements 
to respiratory therapy, imaging services and more. Because of your help, these equipment advances will undoubtedly save 
and improve the lives of our friends and neighbors. Even during a global pandemic, your support to our facility and co-workers 
has been unwavering. We are all greatly appreciative. 

On behalf of Mercy Hospital Berryville Board of Directors, Mercy Health Foundation Board of Directors, Mercy physicians 
and co-workers, thank you for investing in the health of our community. Mercy has always been supported by the 
communities we serve, and our mission to bring to life the healing ministry of Jesus thrives because of you.

With sincere thanks,

Cody Qualls 
Executive Director 
Mercy Health Foundation

Your Gifts at Work

Our Funding Priorities

Emergency Department 
The Mercy Hospital Berryville Emergency Department operates 24/7 and treats 
between 20 and 30 patients per day. Funding supports upgraded equipment and 
essential technology.

Imaging Services 
Mercy Hospital Berryville offers a full range of diagnostic imaging services that are 
interpreted by a board-certified radiologist. Funds raised support upgrades to the 
department’s digital x-ray equipment. 

Surgery 
Six skilled surgeons perform a variety of procedures at Mercy Hospital Berryville. 
Funding supports the ever-changing needs for new and upgraded equipment.

Because of generous donations and continued support from donors like you,  
below are some of the programs and services that were funded in fiscal year 2021.

Area of Greatest Need - $109,775

EKG Machine - $19,105

Emergency Response Fund - $12,489

Co-worker Crisis Fund - $5,469

Co-worker Scholarships - $256
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Longtime Volunteer: 
Helping People is Lord’s Gift
Anita Spearman honors Mercy 
with unrestricted gift from her estate
Anita Spearman of Holiday Island jokes that she may work more hours as a Mercy 
Hospital volunteer than she did during her career as a human resource professional 
with the city of Los Angeles. Not that she minds. Spearman loves to be busy and 
more than that, she loves talking to people, getting to know them and putting them 
at ease while they wait for loved ones’ surgeries at Mercy Hospital Berryville.

Spearman and her husband, Ernie, fell in love with 
nearby Eureka Springs when they visited with friends 
who had moved to Little Rock. They spent many 
vacations in Eureka Springs before deciding to retire 
there in 2000. Anita became a volunteer after being 
helped by volunteers when her husband had a surgery 
at Mercy Hospital Berryville. She joined the hospital 
auxiliary in 2007, serving as president from 2011-2013, 
and remains the auxiliary’s state project coordinator. 
In 2014, she was named Arkansas’ Auxilian of the Year.

Spearman’s service made it natural for her to remember Mercy Hospital in her estate 
planning. “Mercy is written in my will,” she said. “We are fortunate to have a good 
hospital in this more rural area and I wanted to give back, to do what I can to help.”

Spearman did not stipulate restrictions for the gift. As an auxiliary member, she 
understands the hospital has changing needs, and she trusts hospital leaders to be 
good stewards of her generosity. “Whatever the hospital needs at that particular 
time, I am good with that. There is always a need,” she said.

Spearman believes good medical care, especially cardiology, helped to extend 
the life of her husband, who had genetic heart issues and passed away in 2018.

Anita Spearman, longtime volunteer at Mercy Hospital Berryille. 

The 18th annual Mercy Health 
Foundation Berryville Black and White 
Charity Ball was canceled – at least in a 
traditional sense – due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. But that didn’t stop generous 
community members from rallying to 
support our hospital.

More than 40 donors came together 
to coordinate a direct mail appeal to 
encourage former Gala attendees to 
make a gift toward the purchase of vital 
equipment for our Emergency Department. 
Thanks to you, the campaign was a 
success, raising almost $20,000 to fund 
the purchase of a new electrocardiogram 
(EKG) machine for the ER.

Community 
Supports Mercy 
with New EKG 
Machine

Anna Markovich, RN, and Josh Arnold, RN, with the 
new electrocardiogram (EKG) machine for the ER.

“We are fortunate 
to have a good 
hospital in this 
more rural area 
and I wanted to 
give back, to do 
what I can to help.”

(continued on next page)

Mercy Hospital Berryville performs 
EKGs in the ER on a daily basis to quickly 
diagnose irregularities in heart rhythm. 

Our friends and neighbors are benefitting 
from your generosity with access to this 
crucial piece of equipment. Without your 
support, these advanced upgrades in 
technology would not be possible! 
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Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

Anita successfully fought breast cancer four 
years ago, with her procedures and other 
treatment happening at Mercy Hospital 
Northwest Arkansas in Rogers.

One thing that stood out to her before she 
became a Mercy volunteer was that Mercy 
co-workers always prayed with them before 
a surgery. As a Christian, that meant a lot 
to her – and now she is sometimes the one 
leading prayer. In addition to prayer, she 
uses humor and distraction to make sure 
her waiting families feel comfortable.

“I’m a people person, first of all, so I enjoy 
finding out about them. When I talk to 
them, it keeps their minds off what’s going 
on back there in surgery,” she said. “I like 
to see a smile of people’s faces. I might 
crack a joke. That’s goofy me.”

After a yearlong break because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Spearman is back 
to coordinating and helping to lead an 
Alzheimer’s support group for caregivers 
that meets at Mercy Hospital Berryville. 
She worked with the Frank and Barbara 
Broyles Foundation to start the area’s 
chapter in 2013. She didn’t have a personal 
experience with Alzheimer’s caregiving, 
but it became her passion to help caregivers 
after learning about issues they face.

She has encountered people while 
volunteering who don’t understand why 
she would do so much work without pay.

“I believe that my love for people and 
wanting to help them is a gift from the Lord,” 
she said.

Longtime Volunteer (continued from previous page)

Anita Spearman at the Vistor Entrance of Mercy Hospital Berryille. 


