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Imagine asking your child a simple question: How was your day? Is something bothering you? 
What would you like for dinner? — and their only response back to you is silence.

This was Christy’s reality. For 15 years, she and her son, Alex, weren’t able to  
communicate. Alex’s diagnosis of autism made it difficult for him to express his thoughts, 
feelings and emotions. Their lack of meaningful communication was causing frustration 
between mother and child and was putting a strain on their relationship. 

Everything changed for Christy and Alex when she discovered Mercy Kids Therapy and 
Development Center. With intensive therapies and reinforcement at home, Alex began 
making rapid progress. Now, Alex is able to communicate in short sentences and express 
his thoughts. He even orders for himself at restaurants! Thanks to Mercy Kids Therapy  
and Development Center, Alex and his family are now able to enjoy each other’s  
company, share in conversation and play games together.  Alex’s progress has truly  
been life-changing.

We imagine a place 
where every child, every 
parent, every sibling and 
every family can have 
the possibility of a better 
tomorrow. We’re  
committed to making 
that dream a reality and 
with your help, we’ll 
achieve our goal. 

One in four children  
will have a life-altering  
developmental, learning  
or behavioral challenge.

This equates to more than

100,000 
children 
in the St. Louis  
metropolitan area. imagine

J U S T

Developmental concerns, including autism spectrum disorder  
(ASD), ADHD/ADD, learning disabilities and eating/sleeping  
disorders, can impact the entire family. Mercy is committed to  
ensuring that more families have access to affordable, convenient 
therapies that will give their children a chance to reach their full  
potential, but we need your help.

Our current facility limits our capacity and ability to serve the  
full need in our community in terms of space, staff and resources.  
We need to grow to reach more children and families.

Mercy Kids Therapy and Development Center can increase capacity 
four-fold with the addition of a new, state-of-the-art facility, including 
more staff, expanded programs, and an environment for families and 
children to flourish. This new facility will be a “hub” for diagnoses with 
“spoke” locations for treatments reaching children and families where 
they live and work across our region.
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Mercy Kids Therapy and Development 
Center is the only provider in the state of  
Missouri to offer comprehensive care  
from diagnosis through treatment. 

Early Start Denver Model (ESDM) – 
uses applied behavior analysis  
methods, including play and positive 
relationships to boost language, social  
and cognitive skills

Infant Monitoring and Interventions 
Program (IMIP) –  screens infants  
with family history of ASD for  
symptoms so that treatment and early 
intervention can begin, resulting in best 
possible outcomes

Mercy was the 
first to bring 
ESDM to the  
St. Louis region.

Comprehensive 
Care for More Kids 
Who Need It

 

Other Programs and Services:
• ASD diagnosis and assessment 
• Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)
• Medical follow-up care 
• Psychological evaluations and counseling
• Autism navigation and support
• Pediatric nutrition/dietary services
• On-site genetic counseling
• Physical, occupational and speech therapies
• Developmental pediatrics assessment and  
 follow-up care
• Splinting and orthotics
• Augmentative and alternative communication
• Community programs
• Social communication groups
• Feeding and swallowing services
• NICU follow-up program
• Cleft and craniofacial team
• Sport injury rehab 
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There are thousands of families in our region whose children’s 
lives are being transformed through therapies and support at  
Mercy Kids Therapy and Development Center. There are  
thousands still who are unable to get care because of a lack of 
financial resources, time, transportation or access. 

Will you join us in imagining a brighter future for more kids and 
families in the St. Louis metro area?

Mercy has the energy, passion and vision to build a  
comprehensive multi-disciplinary center focused on  
the needs of children and families facing developmental  
delays, autism spectrum disorder (ASD), ADHD/ADD,  
learning disabilities, and related behavioral and  
psychiatric conditions.

With your support, we can reach underserved  
populations and ensure that all children have access  
to affordable care for autism and developmental and  
behavioral challenges. 

Only about 
half of all 
kids receive 
the therapies 
they need.

Patient  
visits have 
skyrocketed 
in recent 
years from 
4,600 in 
2011 to 
more than 
27,000 in 
2019.



Since 1991, Mercy has invested more 
than $35 million in Mercy Kids  
Therapy and Development Center. 
More than 22% of this total has come 
from philanthropic support from  
people and organizations who  
imagine a better life and a brighter 
future for the children of St. Louis.

Mercy’s Investment  
to Date: $29 M

Philanthropic 
Support to Date: 
$6.4 M

The Right Time is Now
Philanthropic support will help remove barriers and ensure that Mercy Kids 
Therapy and Development Center continues to offer innovative treatments and 
personalized care that is fully focused on the unique and individual needs of each 
child and family.

With your help, we will:
1 Develop a new state-of-the-art center to be the hub for diagnosis and  
 testing of developmental concerns in the St. Louis metropolitan area

2 Expand our treatment services throughout the community with additional  
 “spoke” locations in the western, southern and northern portions of our  
 service area

3 Serve more children and adolescents in our region with diagnosed ASD who  
 need therapies and support

4 Expand on-site services to meet the needs of families, including educational  
 programs and other support opportunities

5 Expand the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) Follow-Up Program to  
 monitor NICU graduates through school years to facilitate early diagnoses  
 and treatment to address any potential learning challenges

6 Establish academic success programs focusing on ADHD/ADD and  
 learning challenges

7 Provide scholarship support for families in need

mercyhealthfoundation.net/stlouis

Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation  
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our  
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life and  
make care accessible for all.

Year One Year Two

Contact us today

 Please call Lisa Masters,  
 Mercy Health Foundation  
 St. Louis, at 314-251-2387  
 for more information 

 or reach out by email:   
 lisa.masters@mercy.net

the need:

$25 million 
is needed to fund a facility dedicated to  
serving Mercy Kids and their families.

Our Investment

Scan the QR code to watch a  
short video from a few of our 
grateful families, or visit  
mercyhealthfoundation.net/
StLouis

learn more


