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YIC Weekly Newsletter Aug 15 - 21 /  7- 13 Elul  

B”H

 

DAY DATE SCHACHRIS MINCHA / MA’ARIV
SUNDAY Aug 15 9:00 AM   No Services      
MONDAY Aug 16 7:00 AM        No Services 
TUESDAY Aug 17 No Services    No Services
WEDNESDAY Aug 18 No Services No Services 
THURSDAY Aug 19 7:00 AM   No Services  
FRIDAY Aug 20 No Services 7:00 PM     Shabbat Starts: 7:34 PM
SATURDAY Aug 21 Services: 9:00 AM

Parshat: KI TEITZEI
                                           
Shabbat Ends 8:39
Ma’ariv and Havdalah Ser-
vices at 9:00 PM - via Zoom

    
 
 

Dear Members;

Three weeks to go and counting as we approach the High Holidays. This week we are moving 
the Mehitza, to allow for more women in shul for the High Holidays. All chairs will be placed and 
the seating plan finalized for 66 members in total to daven in shul in comfort, and according to 
Quebec Safety and Health regulations. This will be B’H the largest turnout of YIC members in 
shul in just about 2 years, and we are looking forward to welcoming each and everyone of you 
in our beautiful Sanctuary. 

We had a good start and a good omen as we look forward to the next few weeks. We had a 
beautiful Erev Shabbat with members from both shuls, and this Shabbat morning, for the first 
time in almost eighteen months, we had our own YIC Services, as Shaar Shalom also elected 
to hold their own Shabbat services upstairs. Fifteen YIC members showed up; almost our entire 
Executive was there for the first time since the pandemic hit, and we had enough Kohanim and 
Levi’im to do all the Honours. May this continue B’H every Shabbat. 

In the next two weeks we will be sending out by separate email, the Holiday Safety protocol to  
members who will be attending the High Holiday services. We ask that they be read thoroughly 
so that when you come to shul, the entrance and seating will be fast, efficinet and without any 
delays. Please watch for this email. Thank you.

Issie



RABBI BANON’s BIBLE CLASS: Rabbi Banon’s Bible class this week takes place on Thursday Aug 19th 
at 8:15 PM. All of course are invited to attend. 
 
MAZAL TOV: MAZAL TOV To VP Fred Rudy and wife LIllian on a) the birthday of their daughter-in-law 
Tamar Rudy in Israel on Aug 17, and b) their daughter Beth Dworzak here in Montreal on August 22. 
Lots of naches from both birthday girls.

ANNIVERSARIES: a) MAZAL TOV and HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to Past President Frank Cwilich and 
wife Ida on celebrating their milestone 50th GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY on Sunday, August 15th. Wishing 
you many more happy and healthy ones with your friends and family. b) MAZAL TOV and HAPPY 49th 
ANNIVERSARY to David Blobstein and wife Marlene who celebrate on Friday, August 20th. Wishing 
you both many more years together filled with health, happiness, friends and family.

CONDOLENCES: It is with great sadness that the Montreal Jewish Community announces the passing 
of Rabbi Howard S. Joseph (ZT”L) this past week. Rabbi Joseph was a mainstay of Modern Orthodoxy in 
Canada for nearly four decades, served as the spiritual leader of the Spanish & Portuguese Congregation 
– the oldest synagogue in Canada – since 1970. The Young Israel of Chomedey extends its condolences 
to his beloved wife, Dr. Norma Joseph, and to the entire family. Please see the tribute to Rabbi Joseph 
on the next page.  

May the family be comforted amongst the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Larry Rosenthal, a former long-time member of the shul and Jewish Community 
Organizer and head of the Annual Canadian Forces Memorial and Remembrance Day Projects organizes 
a yearly Memorial event for the fallen soldiers of the Canadian Armed Forces. This event takes place 
each year at the Baron de Hirsch Cemetery, but was virtual last year and again this year because of 
the pandemic. This year’s ceremony will be on Zoom tomorrow, Sunday, August 15th at 10:30 AM and 
everyone is invited to attend. You will have received a separate direct link to register via email. Let us 
attend in great numbers to show our respect for these brave souls.
  
REFUAH SHLEMA:  a) A  REFUAH SHLEMA to Fred Rudy’s granddaughter in Israel, Michal bat Tamar, 
who despite being fully vaccinated has contracted Covid. We all wish her a speedy recovery. And b) A  
REFUAH SHLEMA to all who are sick in the whole House of Israel.

 



It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of 
Rabbi Howard S. Joseph (ZT”L). Beloved husband of Dr. 
Norma Joseph. Treasured father and father-in-law of Leo-
ra and Michael Wechsler, Josh Joseph and Julie Stern, Ami 
Joseph and Yael Langbaum, Naphtali Joseph and the late 
Shanna Platt (Z”L). Loving and cherished grandfather of 
Avi Wechsler (Tara Hanau), Rachel and Emmett Wechsler; 
Zach, Ozzie and Marsha Joseph; Jacob, Ethan, Noah and 
Madeline Joseph; Maya and Zoe Joseph. Dear brother and 
brother-in-law of Zelda and the late Yehuda (Z”L) Rubin, 
Tzvi and Janis Joseph, all of Israel. Son of the late William 
Joseph (Z”L) and the late Miriam Finkelstein (Z”L). 

Rabbi Howard S. Joseph ZT”L
Rabbi Howard S. Joseph, a mainstay of Modern Orthodoxy in Canada for nearly four decades, 
served as the spiritual leader of the Spanish & Portuguese Congregation, the oldest synagogue 
in Canada – since 1970. He received his BS in mathematics in 1961 from the Yeshiva Univer-
sity, and later, his MA in Hebrew Literature from Revel in 1964. That same year, he received 
his rabbinic ordination from RIETS, under Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik and Dr. Samuel Belkin.

Rabbi Joseph served the Spanish & Portuguese Congregation for forty years with devotion and 
passion. He was beloved and known throughout the city of Montreal, Canada, Israel, and even 
the world. He was a rabbi’s rabbi, a great teacher, and an enthusiastic member of our commu-
nity. As was noted, Rabbi Joseph was a man of peace, always striving to unite the members of 
the congregation. He treated everyone with kindness and respect.

Rabbi Joseph held communal positions emphasizing interfaith work, including Chairman of the 
Religious and Inter-Religious Affairs Committee of Canadian Jewish Congress, President of the 
Canadian Christian Jewish Consultation Committee, and President of the Montreal Committee 
for Jewish-Christian Dialogue. He served as President of the Rabbinical Council of Canada and 
of the Board of Jewish Ministers of Montreal, as well as a member of the Rabbinical Council of 
Canada – Beth Din for Conversion in Montreal.

Rabbi Joseph also dedicated a significant portion of his career to education. Since 1973, he 
taught at the Department of Religion at Concordia University and was a visiting lecturer at 
Yeshivat Har-Etzion in Israel, Quebec’s Université Laval, Université de Montréal, and SUNY-Al-
bany. He is the author of Why Antisemitism? A Translation of The Remnant of Israel, An Essay 
on Covenant, Torah, and History (1996), and the co-editor of Truth and Compassion: Essays in 
Judaism and Religion in Memory of Rabbi Dr. Solomon Frank; and published numerous schol-
arly articles in scholarly journals, magazines, and anthologies. Rabbi Joseph will be deeply 
missed by his family, friends, congregants, colleagues, and all those whose lives he touched. 
The family wishes to express their heartfelt gratitude to the doctors, nurses, and staff of the 
Jewish Eldercare Centre. Special thanks to his devoted caregivers, Cris Olo and the late Nikolai 
for their care and compassion.

A private funeral service will take place on Sunday, August 15. The funeral service will be 
viewable via Zoom. Shiva private. Contributions in Rabbi Joseph’s memory may be made to 
the charity of your choice. 

May the family be comforted amongst the mourners of Tzion and Yerushalayim.



Yahrzeits for the week of Aug 16 - 22  /  8 - 14 Elul  
COMMON JEWISH  MEMBER           FOR DECEASED RELATION

 DATE  DATE

Aug 16 Elul 8         Joseph Blankfort     Faye Muzlin zl                  mother in law
Aug 16 Elul 8         Gerson Byer     Raizel Byer z”l                  mother
Aug 18 Elul 10 David Smith     Sydney Smith z”l          brother
Aug 18 Elul 10 Fred Rudy             Jaye Cohen z”l                  mother
Aug 19 Elul 11 Goldie Rosenbloom  Bessie Miretsky Litvack z”l  mother
Aug 19 Elul 11 Bob Mardinger     Sylvia Mardinger z”l          mother
Aug 21 Elul 13 Marlene Helfield     Mordechai Helfield z”l  father in law
Aug 21 Elul 13 Ruth Ratner     Peter Ratner z”l          husband
Aug 22 Elul 14 David Apelbaum     Chaja Apelbaum z”l          mother

Any Young Israel member MISSING a Yahrzeit notice in the shul bulletin, please email 
the info directly to therudys@videotron.ca. Please provide full name in English (and 
Hebrew if possible) and the date of the Yarzeit as well as relationship to YIC member.
As soon as info is received, it will be forwarded to the shul office, or you can also 
email or phone in the info direct to the office if you prefer. Note: In the event a female 
member does not want her maiden name included in the weekly bulletin Yahrzeit 
notices - for possible security reasons - please advise the office, and we will make the 
appropriate change.

STAY SAFE 
STAY HEALTHY

GET VACCINATED
(But come to shul if you feel comfortable.

Just check-in with the Rabbi, Issie, or the Office.



Shul happenings this week in a nutshell:
PLEASE NOTE: Services in shul are limited to the first 50 people at this time

Sunday Aug 15th - 9:00 AM
Schachris Services in shul - also on ZOOM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8548084446?pwd=MzN4RitLUG1STjhMVklISVl4ZzlaQT09
Meeting ID: 854 808 4446

Passcode: 154749  

Sunday Aug 15th to Thursday Aug 19th at 7:00 PM - on Zoom
Mincha / Ma’ariv services every evening 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5131434099?pwd=bTI1d2dXNmVGKzdWU25lMkNrZnlRUT09
Meeting ID: 513 143 4099

Password: 6812571

Monday Aug 16th 10:30 AM - on Zoom
Monday morning Shmoozaton 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8548084446?pwd=MzN4RitLUG1STjhMVklISVl4ZzlaQT09
Meeting ID: 854 808 4446

Passcode: 154749  

 Wednesday Aug 18th - at 10:45 AM via Zoom
A VIRTUAL LIVE WALKING TOUR OF ST PETERSBURG - RUSSIA

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8548084446?pwd=MzN4RitLUG1STjhMVklISVl4ZzlaQT09
Meeting ID: 854 808 4446

Passcode: 154749  
   

 Thursday Aug 19th - at 8:15 PM via Zoom
Rabbi Banon’s Bible Class

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5131434099?pwd=bTI1d2dXNmVGKzdWU25lMkNrZnlRUT09
Meeting ID: 513 143 4099

Password: 6812571

Friday Aug 20th - 7:00 PM 
Erev Shabbat Services in shul

Saturday Aug 21st - 9:00 AM 
Shabbat Services in shul

Ma’ariv and Havdalah Services at 9:00 PM - via Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/5807657815?pwd=c3o1cURXZ0JycjJ6THN4bjhvSXV1dz09

Meeting ID: 580 765 7815
Passcode: 3508890   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PARSHAT  HASHAVUA - WEEKLY TORAH PORTION

Ki Teitzei
Deuteronomy 21:10–25:19

Seventy-four of the Torah’s 613 commandments (mitzvot) are in the Parshah of Ki 
Teitzei. These include the laws of the beautiful captive, the inheritance rights of the 
firstborn, the wayward and rebellious son, burial and dignity of the dead, returning a 
lost object, sending away the mother bird before taking her young, the duty to erect a 
safety fence around the roof of one’s home, and the various forms of kilayim (forbidden 
plant and animal hybrids).

Also recounted are the judicial procedures and penalties for adultery, for the rape or se-
duction of an unmarried girl, and for a husband who falsely accuses his wife of infidelity. 
The following cannot marry a person of Jewish lineage: a mamzer (someone born from 
an adulterous or incestuous relationship); a male of Moabite or Ammonite descent; a 
first- or second-generation Edomite or Egyptian.

Our Parshah also includes laws governing the purity of the military camp; the prohibi-
tion against turning in an escaped slave; the duty to pay a worker on time, and to allow 
anyone working for you—man or animal—to “eat on the job”; the proper treatment of 
a debtor, and the prohibition against charging interest on a loan; the laws of divorce 
(from which are also derived many of the laws of marriage); the penalty of thirty-nine 
lashes for transgression of a Torah prohibition; and the procedures for yibbum (“levirate 
marriage”) of the wife of a deceased childless brother, or chalitzah (“removing of the 
shoe”) in the case that the brother-in-law does not wish to marry her.

Ki Teitzei concludes with the obligation to remember “what Amalek did to you on the 
road, on your way out of Egypt.”



MEMORY LANE # 131 (EDITED)
FROM THE BULLETIN OF THE YOUUNG ISRAEL OF CHOMEDEY

    40TH ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR BOOK OCTOBER 1998

  More memories from  Rabbi Spiro’s diary (continued from last week)

Expo 67½, a fund raiser/county fair with games of chance was organized by the Men’s Club. Something 
went wrong with the permits and we were raided by the police. Our boys appeared in court as “gamblers.” 
Lawyer Fred Kaufman, who became a Judge, represented us, backed up by our resident lawyer, Maurice 
Boxer. The case was dismissed, but the trial was on a Friday and went on into the night. I didn’t want to 
abandon my flock so I stayed until the final verdict. I had our chief of police book me into a hotel and 
I walked over after the trial. It was quite a long walk in the freezing cold and knee high snow without 
rubbers! Luckily I had brought some food with me. I spent Friday night and all day Shabbos in very 
“untraditional” surroundings. It was a “downtown Shabbat” that I’ll never forget!

The first Bar Mitzvah in the bungalow Shul. The whole congregation helped out, making sure that all 
went off well. Another Bar Mitzvah, much later, on Elizabeth, was held as we were building our second 
stage. It rained and water poured down in between the new and old structures. Members pitched in 
bailing out puddles of water so that the guests could be seated for the luncheon.

In the seventies and eighties three affairs a weekend, a Shabbos morning Bar Mitzvah with a luncheon, 
a Mincha Maariv Bar Mitzvah with an evening banquet, and a Sunday wedding with a banquet following, 
and I have to eat at all of them!! I tell the people that at the end of the examination for ordination 
to become a Rabbi, the last question is, “do you like chicken?” If you answer “no” you flunk! Does it 
surprise anyone that I’m becoming a vegetarian?

A period (the late seventies) of five years when different illnesses took away a somewhat large number 
of our members in their prime. We were unprepared for this spate of tragedies. There’s a whole row in 
our cemetery marking their places of rest. 

(to be continued next week)

WE REGRET ANY ERRORS OR OMISSIONS

(YASHIR KOACH to Fred Rudy for providing us all with these memorable historical moments, 
which some of us may still remember!)






