
Sermon Manuscript: Unashamed of the Gospel Romans 1:16-17 Sunday, May 1, 2022

Introduction

I read a story about a gentleman who was tired of living in a small town in Minnesota, so he
decided to move to the city of Chicago. He packed two suitcases and boarded a bus to the city.
He got off the bus carrying his two suitcases past the famous Sears Towers in downtown
Chicago.

Feeling proud about his dreams and ambitions he sat his suitcases on the sidewalk. He looked at
the Sears towers and boasted loudly to himself, I am here to conquer Chicago! But when he
reached back down to pick up his suitcases they were gone. They had been stolen right from
under him. The moral of the story is sometimes pride can get you into trouble,

Now there are two kinds of pride, a bad kind of pride and a good kind of pride.

Self-centered pride, boasting and bragging about what we can do, our achievements and titles, is
a bad kind of pride.

A good kind of pride is one that gives glory to God. New parents carrying their newborn son or
daughter in their arms and thanking God for such a precious gift.

Parents watching their children walk up the aisle to receive their diploma. Parents feeling a
sense of pride as they walk their daughter down the aisle for a marriage. Giving thanks and
praises to God for all his blessings, now these are healthy kinds of pride.

There are certain kinds of attitudes and pride that hinders our spiritual growth. That is why the
Bible says God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.

Paul’s conviction and loyalty to the Gospel in this verse in Romans exemplifies a proper kind of
pride.

Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel.” In other words I am proud of the Gospel. The
Gospel is essentially Good News that God loves us so much he sent his only son to die in our
place. Paul was not timid or shy when it came to the Gospel. Paul was proud and honored to
have been entrusted with such a precious treasure. To Paul the Gospel brought him much more
pride than any sports trophy or any other successful achievement. He said he counts everything
as loss for the sake of knowing Jesus Christ.

Throughout his missionary journey he had endured all sorts of hardships. You can read all about
it in Acts 13. He was beaten, imprisoned, chased out of town, stoned, and left for dead, he was
laughed at and publicly humiliated and he went through all kinds of emotional distress, but
nothing dampened his enthusiasm for the Gospel.
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He defended the Gospel before the Jewish Council in Jerusalem, He preached it badly to the
highly educated in the Greek cities of Athens, Ephesus, and Corinth. And as a Roman Citizen
he was unashamed to proclaim the Gospel to the powers that be in Rome.

Now Paul was not only a preacher of the Gospel, he was a receiver of the Gospel. He was not
only a salesperson making a pitch, he was also a customer of the Gospel; he had experienced
firsthand the power and transformation of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In his previous life he was a persecutor of disciples who believed in the Gospel until the
resurrected Christ appeared to him on the road to Damascus. On the road to Damascus Paul
found the Gospel that leads to eternal life. On the road to Damascus his eyes were opened to
Jesus Christ the true Savior of the world. We all must find our “road to Damascus” moments.
The place where our eyes are opened to the Savior. Jesus said some people have eyes, but they
cannot see, they have ears, but they cannot hear for the devil has blinded them and stopped their
ears.

Paul concluded after his encounter with Christ that nothing is more deserving of his time and
efforts than to spread this Gospel that saved his life. He never shied away from preaching the
Gospel in any city. He was determined to take this Gospel to all the corners of the world. Apart
from Jesus Christ, scholars say Paul did more to spread the Gospel than anyone else. He wrote
more than half of the New Testament.

Like Paul we should not be ashamed of the Gospel. A true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
should not be ashamed of the Gospel. You find Christians who do not want their colleagues to
know they are Christians because they feel if their colleagues find out they may reject them.

There was a story about a gentleman who was dating a girl. In a conversation, she asked him, “I
hear you are a Christian. I do not believe in that. So if you want to have a relationship with me
you better drop it.”

Paul understood that some people feel they are too sophisticated, too big, or too smart for the
Gospel. But he was not ashamed, and we must not be ashamed or embarrassed because we
believe in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. The truth of Jesus and his Gospel changed Paul’s
life and has transformed many lives throughout the centuries and will continue to do wonderful
things for people in our century.

When one sinner repents, when one sinner is saved heaven celebrates because that soul is
rescued for all eternity. Therefore if we believe that Jesus Christ died for us and took away our
shame and we have been saved, if our lives have been transformed by the Gospel, then there is
no way we should be ashamed. Can someone be ashamed of the very thing that saved their life
and soul? Listen, if we are ashamed of the Gospel, then we have not truly tasted or experienced
the grace of God.
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Many people wear T-shirts and sweatshirts that display things they believe in. It could be a
product, a sports team, a brand name, or a church. If Paul had a favorite T-shirt it would read, “I
am not ashamed of the Gospel”  because Paul’s life was turned upside down by the Gospel. He
knew where his life was headed until Jesus Christ laid hold of him.

Now Paul gives 4 reasons why he is so confident and committed in the Gospel-

#1 – I am not ashamed of the Gospel for it is the Power of God.
The Gospel contains the power of God. Only the Gospel has the saving power of God to
transform lives. Only God’s power can save sinners from sin and give them eternal life. The
word “power” is the Greek word “dunamis” from which we get the words “dynamic” and
“dynamite.” The simple truth of the Gospel is a container filled with the dynamic, awesome,
supernatural power of God. The Gospel is like an extraordinary meal. When you eat this meal, it
nourishes every aspect of your life. It can renew your mind, warm your heart, save your soul
and transform your life. The Gospel is the only thing that has the power to transform a sinner
into a saint. It can make a drug addict sober. It can provide strength in our weakness and
direction when we are confused. The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ when preached has power
that touches anything in this world. When you do not have the Gospel, it is like a power-outage,
you sit in darkness. When we receive the Gospel God’s supernatural power begins to flow
through us. Here is what Paul says about the Gospel found in 1 Corinthians 15, “that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures and was buried and rose again on the third day.”
Through the life and death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we receive the power of salvation.
John 3 says Jesus came to his own people and they rejected him but to those who received him
he gave power to become the children of God.

#2 - The Gospel is for our Salvation.
Salvation is one of the words we use often but we wonder sometimes what it means. Salvation
is not fire insurance or safety from the penalty of our sin. Salvation means a lot more than these
things. Salvation means deliverance or rescue. It is God’s rescue from our guilt. We are all
guilty of sin and Jesus rescues us from it.

Salvation means God rescues us from the pollution of our sin. Sin corrupts everything in us and
dominates us so that we long for things that are self-destructive and bad for us. We travel on a
path that leads to death. Paul is saying God's power delivers or rescues us from our sin and
ultimate separation from God. The greatest display of God’s power is for salvation.

Salvation also means redemption from slavery.

In the Old Testament the Jews were enslaved many times by foreign powers like the Egyptians
and Babylonians. When they left Egypt, they were saved from slavery. When they left Babylon,
they were saved from captivity. Salvation in the biblical sense is being saved spiritually from
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the slavery of sin. Salvation gives us a fresh start on life. A time of freedom, forgiveness, and
restoration.

That reminds me of the man whose name appeared accidentally in the obituaries. He called the
Newspaper and complained bitterly. The editor of the paper apologized but the man was not
satisfied. He said the error had caused him some inconvenience, some profits in his business.
The editor continued, “I’m sorry your name was in the obituaries section today. Tomorrow we’ll
put it under birth announcements and you can have a whole fresh start.”

During the time that Paul wrote this letter the Romans were drowning in their sins. The Roman
empire was corrupt and falling apart. Seneca, one of the Roman Senators called Rome a
“cesspool of iniquity.”

Paul knew only the Gospel of Jesus Christ can save them. Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel
because he believed the Gospel alone was the answer, not only for Rome but the entire world.
Jesus is the answer then and He is the answer for the world now. The Gospel is the power of
God unto Salvation..

In 1 Corinthians Paul said the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. There is more to salvation; it includes
justification, reconciliation and restoration of the promises of God. The Gospel is how God
brings us into a new relationship with Him so that the Holy Spirit begins to work within us.

Not only that - salvation brings us God’s blessings, the love of God, the goodness of God, and
most important of all eternal life. And that is what we mean by Salvation. Now Paul says
something that is especially important for us to note.

#3 - This Salvation is offered to Everyone who believes or who has faith
That means those who take the responsibility to act on hearing the good news about Jesus. The
Gospel is for everyone Jew or Gentile. Young and old, rich, and poor, black and white, and
everyone in between. When it comes to the Gospel, one size fits all. The Gospel can save a
brilliant lawyer, or a high school dropout. It can save a highly educated person and an illiterate.
It can save a young person and an adult, male or female.

The Gospel works in every circumstance, every situation, and every climate, or culture. The
Gospel travels everywhere no matter the geography.

It is exactly what a poor farmer in Africa needs as well as the rich person in Europe or America
needs. It is what the people of Asia need and what the people of South America need. It is what
the people on the islands need and what the people in the towns need.

It is exactly what the people in East Stroudsburg need and what the people in Philly or New
York need.

4



It does not matter your career or background, it does not matter the team you support, or where
you attended college. It does not matter what music you like, whether contemporary or
traditional, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is for you. The Gospel is what the president needs and
what the doctor needs, and what the truck driver needs. Teenagers need the Gospel, young
children need the Gospel and elderly folks need the Gospel. Paul says God’s great salvation is
available to everyone who believes, but it must be received and embraced by the person who
has faith.

Faith is what is required to be saved. God’s love and salvation is quite simple. It is for everyone
who has faith. All it takes is faith. A moment of trust and belief in God and His Son Jesus
Christ. We all act in faith every day. We drove to church in faith. We drive across bridges in
faith. We sat on the pews in faith. All it takes is to believe in your heart and confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord, and you will be saved regardless of your race, country or personality.

All we must do is receive the good news of the Gospel in faith. We do not have to listen to
motivational speeches, we do not have to buy self-help books, or practice positive thinking. We
must receive the Gospel in faith for it is the power of God unto salvation to all who believe.

#4 - In the Gospel the Righteousness of God is revealed.
The word “righteousness” appears thirty-six times in the Book of Romans alone. We do not
come to God in our own righteousness, on our own merit, or on the points we have earned. We
do not get there by our charitable deeds, we come to God through the righteousness that comes
from Christ. He became sin that we might receive the righteousness of God. Salvation is not
what you achieve in your own strength. It is what you receive by grace of God through faith.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ opens the doors of righteousness to us.

The song writer, Edward Mote wrote,

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ the solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.
All other ground is sinking sand.

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. Our hope is not in the
government, our hope is not in even in our jobs or even in our bank accounts. Our hope is on
what Christ has done through his blood and righteousness. The song also says “when all around
my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.”

Paul concludes the verse with “the just shall live by faith.”

● What is faith? It is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
● Why is faith important? Because without faith it is impossible to please God.
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● So how can we live by faith? We look to Jesus the Author and Perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of God the Father. Salvation by God’s grace through faith was
God’s plan from the beginning.

● How can we have a right relationship with God? We should receive the righteousness
of God that comes through Jesus Christ in faith. The just shall live by faith alone. Not
good intentions, by faith alone; not religious pieties, but faith alone; not church
membership, by faith alone.

● How much faith does it take to go to heaven? It depends. If you are willing to trust
Jesus with as much faith as you happen to have you can be saved. All you need is a little
faith. Even if you have faith like a mustard seed you can move mountains.

What are you proud of in your life? Is it your children, your accomplishments, your success,
your achievements or accomplishments? These are all good things you can be proud of.

● But are you also committed and proud of the Gospel or are you ashamed?
● Are you committed and proud to let this Gospel shape your life? Or are you ashamed?
● Are you committed and proud enough to proclaim it to others? Or are you ashamed?

Some of us are ashamed. Some people in our societies regard the Gospel as childish, obsolete,
or old-fashioned. Well the Gospel is all you need. Jesus was not ashamed to die on the cross for
you and for me. Luke 9:26 says, “If anyone is ashamed of Me and My words then the Son of
God will be ashamed of them when He comes in His glory with His holy angels.”

So let us not be ashamed to share the Gospel with others. Let us be loyal and committed to this
Gospel. Like Paul, I am not ashamed of the Gospel for it is the power of God unto salvation to
all who believe. This Gospel saves my soul and my life. This Gospel transformed my life. I do
not know about you, but I know this Gospel gives me hope and this Gospel gives me the
assurance and confidence to live each day.

If you have not received it yet, you must exercise your faith right now in the one and only
Savior of the world, Jesus Christ. Say this prayer with me:

Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner. I ask for forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose
from the dead on the third day. I turn away from my sins and invite You into my heart and life. I
will follow You and trust You and obey You as my Lord and my Savior. Thank you for saving
me. Amen.
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