
The Startup Chronicle
By Nairobi Garage & Metta



2

Greetings,

A while ago, Mettā and Nairobi Garage came together, utilizing each other’s skills and resources 
to create the largest innovation community in Kenya. The goal was to create a platform where 
the startup community could come and work together, connect, learn from one another and even 
collaborate. The partnership came about as we realized we could do more for our communities, 
combining forces as two experts in our fields. What if we could leverage our individual strengths 
to reach more people and offer more value? 

As community builders, both Nairobi Garage and Mettā bring diverse people together. We also 
provide learnings through our various events, i.e. The Workshop & After Office Hours – By Nairobi 
Garage; and #WhatsNext, The #WomenIn-Series, & Fireside Chats – By Mettā. However, a lot can 
happen between events in such a fast-paced ecosystem. So, the question was, how do we keep 
our community updated on the ins and outs of the startup ecosystem without overwhelming 
them with information? 

We have created a new combined newsletter that will serve our immediate members and the 
greater startup community to answer this question.

Introducing The Startup Chronicle – A Bi-Weekly Round-Up of Startup News, Events & 
Opportunities. 

This joint newsletter will serve as a central repository for the startup community sharing 
information relevant to startups, SMEs, the entrepreneur community, and those that find 
themselves at the intersections of these groups. From opportunities to apply, research reports, 
news, insights, highlighting players and enablers in the ecosystem, as well as events happening 
in and around the startup space. 

We want to ensure that our community is not only informed but can use this platform to learn 
about what their peers are doing in their niches. What developments have been taking place in 
the FinTech space that could be relevant to those in the AgriTech space? Who has achieved a 
successful raise, and what could that mean for others in the same industry? We want to break the 
silos that we have been operating in and foster a collaborative spirit in the startup community 
where we can share our wins, celebrate one another, and support each other when it matters. 

”The Startup Chronicle”
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We can’t wait for you to see all the awesome content we have lined up for you for next year; 
content that will not only be created & curated by Mettā and Nairobi Garage but other ESOs 
and subscribers like yourselves. So subscribe and get ready for what’s to come in The Startup 
Chronicle next year.

But first, let’s recap the events that took place in 2021 and highlight any other opportunities 
that our community can still plug into before the year ends. 

We are proud that our year has been full of initiatives that ecosystem builders and changemakers 
could plug into. But most importantly, that we continued to provide a sense of community to our 
members.

We hope you enjoy this years’ roundup.
Until we meet again in 2022,

Warmest Regards,
NG & Metta
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”Live Events & Webinars”

We held our #ConnectingCommunities event series, where we sat down with some of the 
foremost community builders within the Kenyan innovation ecosystem to discuss co-creation and 
collaboration opportunities to build a culture of collaboration and knowledge sharing between 
communities. Watch the full session here.

In partnership with Fingo Power Bank, Mettā held an event around NGO-Private Sector 
Collaborations to address the challenges, solutions, and successes around these possibilities. 
The discussion was supported by the Fingo report that described the NGO-Private Sector 
relations in Kenya. Watch the full session here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HjPBWOo3iU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YEXWCpP4Ts&t=1s


5

The Creative Catalyst was a 3-month program, powered by Hivos East Africa, that aimed to create 
a supportive opportunity to steward the power of creativity towards community connection in 
uncertain times and support the sustainability of creative business post-COVID. Mettā was able 
to hold 9 creative conversations around film, design, sound, literature, visual artistry, storytelling 
and fashion. Watch the all the sessions here.

Mettā alongside Uber held the #WhatsNext event series with the Future of Work and Business 
edition. The discussion was around The pandemic accelerated the shift to remote work and the 
adoption of e-commerce. This led to a discussion around changes in the workplace & business 
since the rise of COVID 19, current trends, & visions of the future as businesses continuously 
rethink how work is done, the role offices should play, and how they should interact with their 
customers in creative and bold ways. Watch the full session here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNFQ-nLNjjk&t=2265s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5B9F9_Mjj4
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In 2021, under the Nairobi Garage Workshop series, we were able to host over 20 webinars 
touching on different topics in line with Business Growth. Missed any of our webinars, you can 
now watch the recaps here.

Nairobi Garage also hosted the first of its kind fireside chat on shifting mindsets on local travel. 
Amakove Wala, founder Wanderlust Diaries and Barbara Schott founder Tierranjani Africa 
shared tips on ways in which we can embrace local tourism  and encouraged sustainability when 
it comes to promoting local tourism. Here is a recap of the event.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJjuq7tz9bo&list=PLGiBL2_p6RiwIt7plnrL0MFP9BGiyu2EE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyU1rX2x5ys&t=558s
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Hosted by The Baobab Network,  UNCAP, Money254, CashBack App, we held our MEET Event 
that focused the funding gaps in Africa. The panelists also tackled topics around  the venture 
capital ecosystem and how to prepare yourself for an arduous process: introductions, pitches, 
negotiations, term sheets, and all the intricacies that go with each stage and every round.
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”Startup Enablers”

Meet Dennis Maorwe, Innovation Consultant
With a career spanning close to a decade, Dennis has worn 
many hats across different Technology and Business specific 
functions. Through these experiences, he has fortunately 
worked on opportunities that have brought positive outcomes 
on the delivery of key life-changing services to the people of 
Africa. He currently works independently as an Innovation 
consultant, helping different organizations sharpen their 
thinking around the use of data and leveraging it for innovation.

Virginia Gitome, Business Development Advisor
Virginiah is an experienced and versatile professional who 
has worked in various sectors-Fintech, Education and IT. Her 
passion in supporting SMEs saw her work at Ongoza, a leading 
accelerator in Kenya, as a Business Development Advisor 
supporting early and growth stage companies with technical 
assistance and SME financing in Kenya.

Somet Kipchilat sits at the forefront of the fastest growing 
technology industry and market. He is the former Senior 
Business Development manager for Sub-Saharan Africa under 
Microsoft`s Africa Initiative (4Afrika).

He plays a key role in representing the company externally 
within the Startup and developer ecosystem on the continent  
and advocates on Microsoft’s work on several critical issues 
around technology  including access, skills, privacy, security, 
accessibility.
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”Reports & Insights”

The Innovation Ecosystem in Kenya: Africa’s Silicon Savannah

This was a report produced by Fingo Powerbank project. . 
The goal was to understand the scope and dynamics playing 
out in the innovation ecosystem in Kenya, with the aim of 
helping FINGO Powerbank and other stakeholders in the 
Kenyan Innovation scene contribute towards the building 
of a vibrant ecosystem that will help its partners/Members 
unleash digital potential that creates value in its interactions.

The Fingo Powerbank programme extension is coordinated 
by the Finnish Development NGOs- Fingo and financed by the 
Foreign Ministry of Finland. Read the report here.

Nairobi Garage member Fuzu recently partnered with IMF and 
launched Jobs in Lockdown: Insights from Sub-Saharan Africa 
report.

Pandemic-induced lockdowns led to sharp drops in formal 
employment in SSA, with likely even greater losses in the 
large informal economy. This note uses data on online job 
vacancies in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Uganda to understand job 
dynamics during the first lockdown.

Read the report here.

https://fingo.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/innovation-ecosystem-kenya_0.pdf
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/covid19-special-notes/en-special-series-on-covid-19-note-jobs-in-lockdown-insights-from-sub-saharan-africa.ashx
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SME Today Magazine, in partnership with 
SFA, is offering SMEs a great opportunity to 
advertise and increase visibility and access 
to potential clients. SME Today has a reach 
of 500,000 potential decision makers and 
clients. 

Here’s how to connect: 
https://bit.ly/2UtXrMO

”Opportunities”

1. Women-owned and/or -led businesses that are looking to 
raise seed capital

2. They must be post-revenue
3. Open to businesses in SADC and East Africa
4. Open to all industries 
5. Deadline for applications is 31st December 2021

The Enygma Final open call for applications for 2021 is now open.

Enygma Ventures is a unique purpose driven investment fund, led by award winning entrepreneurs 
with 40 years of combined experience growing and scaling businesses in Africa, US & Europe. They 
are looking for:

Send in your application here: https://www.enygmaventures.com/ 

https://bit.ly/2UtXrMO
https://www.enygmaventures.com/
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All our members are entitled to a day in a week pass to work at all Nairobi Garage Offices! 
The spaces include the Westlands, Kilimani, Spring Valley and Karen branches.
During your visit, you will experience:

1. A quiet and serene location to work from.
2. An opportunity to interact with Nairobi Garage and Mettā members.
3. Bottomless beverages i.e. tea and coffee.
4. Affordable snacks and meals.
5. A warm and friendly team that will be of assistance to you during your visit.

https://metta.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9946e9b0dea3797541d287715&id=4b15190031&e=143a735b2d
https://nairobigarage.com/office-space-in-westlands/
https://nairobigarage.com/office-space-in-kilimani/
https://nairobigarage.com/office-space-in-spring-valley/
https://nairobigarage.com/office-space-in-karen/
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”Content/Resources”

The Mettā podcast is dedicated to bringing you live recordings of Mettā events. If you would like 
to know the latest trends in the Kenya startup ecosystem and insights into various industries, 
subscribe to our podcast today.

The Nairobi Garage YouTube Channel is a platform that avails all our recorded webinars through-
out the year. We also have interesting videos following insightful conversations we have had with 
entrepreneurs that make up our community. Keep up with the latest trends in the start-up ecosystem, 
subscribe to the Nairobi Garage YouTube Channel here - www.youtube.com/c/Nairobigarage.

https://www.youtube.com/c/Nairobigarage
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”Sign Up”

To get subscribed to the startup chronicle, fill in the google form linked below and you’ll start 
receiving the newsletter from January 2022. Sign up here.

https://forms.gle/9A58GCmRhCntyz8N9

