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Mission, Vision and Values 
 
	

___________________	
	
	

Mission 
 

To conserve and steward lands and waters of Westmoreland County that harbor ecological, scenic 
or recreational qualities to offer a healthier and more sustainable future for all. 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
 

All Westmoreland County residents and visitors enjoy the scenic and natural value,  
accessibility and quality of open space conserved.  Throughout Westmoreland County  

recreational land abounds, water resources are protected, wildlife flourish,  
and the quality of life is high because of the continuing work of the  

Westmoreland Land Trust complementing the work of like-minded entities. 
 
 
 
 

Values 
 

The Westmoreland Land Trust values: 
 
! Conservation of diverse real property that is: 

! in, or in close proximity to, Westmoreland County 
! culturally, historically, ecologically, recreationally, or scenically valuable. 

 
! Restoration, protection, and maintenance of conserved property as 

appropriate for its best long-term stewardship. 
 
! Partnership with public or private entities where beneficial to encourage 

collective effort. 
 
! Research and planning in support of conservation efforts. 
 
! Promotion and education of conservation opportunities and benefits. 
 
! Conformance with the Land Trust Standards and Practices published by the 

Land Trust Alliance in 2004, or as amended. 
	
	

 



As the Westmoreland Land Trust (WLT) 
worked through the crisis of COVID-19, we 
were reminded of our gratitude to those who 
ensure our health and well being.  We were 
also reminded of our gratitude to our 
Westmoreland Land Trust community – all 
who share a commitment to the conservation 
of special lands in Westmoreland County.  
Our work would not be possible without you. 

 
WLT Highlights of 2020 

 

• Progressing with significant fundraising to acquire the  
  property known as the Schwarz Farm 
• Committing funding for land acquisition for the   
  Westmoreland Heritage Trail 
• Adding interpretive materials and making several other  
  improvements at the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann 
  Nature Preserve 
• Advancing Environmental Education in Westmoreland  
  County public schools, and adapting WLT’s nature- 
  oriented educational workshops for remote use by  
  teachers 
• Building WLT’s community of stakeholders and supporters 
• Conducting a successful annual fundraising campaign 
• Evaluating and selectively advancing conservation projects   
• Hosting AmeriCorps Service Members Stephanie Jellison  
  and Loree Speedy 
• Thanking outgoing board members, and welcoming new  
  board members 
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Land Conservation 
 
Schwarz Farm 
 
An important focus of the WLT for 
2020 was raising funds to acquire the 
96-acre Schwarz farm on Beech Hills 
Road in Hempfield Township, just 
north of Greensburg.  During 2019 the 
WLT reached agreement for purchase 
of this property.  The farm, with high 
conservation and scenic value, has 
excellent potential to become a nature 
and art park.  The land has been leased 
for farm use for several years.  
 
In February 2020 the WLT received a 
grant from Colcom Foundation toward 
acquisition of the Schwarz farm, and 
throughout the year the WLT received other contributions toward conservation of the property from other 

individuals and community 
groups, as well as 
contributions toward 
acquisition of works of art 
for the future park.  
Throughout 2020 the WLT 
continued with effort 
preparatory to acquiring the 
Schwarz property.  In 
December 2020 the WLT 
received a grant from the 
Allegheny Foundation 
toward acquisition of the 
property, and from the 
Roberta N. Schwarz 
Charitable Foundation 
toward establishment of the 
Carl A. Schwarz Memorial 
Park. 
 

More information and a video of aerial views of the Schwarz property may be found online at 
http://westmoreland-landtrust.org/conservation-of-schwarz-farm/.    
 
Special thanks to the foundations, individuals, community groups and businesses that have helped to 
advance conservation of this important property. 
	
	
	
	
	

 
 

 

Aerial view of the homestead of the Schwarz Farm (from a video of the farm 
available on the Westmoreland Land Trust YouTube channel, 

 provided courtesy of Colin Sheehy of Pittsburgh Camera) 
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Supporting Land Acquisition for the Westmoreland Heritage Trail 
 
 
As in 2019, during 2020 the WLT committed $10,000 to support Westmoreland County’s acquisition of land 

for extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail.  The Westmoreland 
Heritage Trail presently runs from Trafford through Monroeville, Penn 
Township, and Murrysville to Export, and from Delmont through 
Slickville to Saltsburg.  
 
One segment of the trail serves as the spine of the Turtle Creek 
Greenway, conservation of which has been a focus of the WLT for 
several years.  
	
This trail and Greenway has been an ongoing focus of the WLT, with 

prior efforts including conservation of over 96 acres of land to expand Murrysville’s Duff Park and establish a 
greenway connection to Murrysville’s Pleasant Valley Park, yielding a block of conserved land of 500 acres. 
 
The WLT continues to support extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail via commitment of funds, and 
also by active assistance on a committee of the Westmoreland County Parks and Recreation Citizens Advisory 
Board for planning the annual Westmoreland County March for Parks.  Shortly before the 2020 March for 

Parks, the pandemic necessitated cancellation - but in spite of the March’s 
cancellation over $80,000 was raised to support Westmoreland County Parks 
and Recreation facilities and programming. 
	
WLT staff also serves on the Steering Committee for a Feasibility Study 
for Extension of the 
Westmoreland Heritage Trail.  
The study committee met 
throughout the year and 
shared information, ideas, 
and effort to support 
extension of the trail. 
	
Special thanks to those 
supporters who direct their 
donations to land acquisition 

to support extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail or 
work within the Turtle Creek Greenway, as well as the 
participants and supporters of Westmoreland County’s annual 
March for Parks. 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WLT Treasurer Fred Bononi presents a check for land 
acquisition for the Westmoreland Heritage Trail to  

Lauren Jones, Communications Coordinator for 
Westmoreland County Parks and Recreation 

 
 

Citizens Advisory Board 
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Improvements at the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve 
 
In 2020 the WLT completed significant improvements at the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve with 
the help of generous donations from the Ackermann family and other individuals and grant funding from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, under 
the Laurel Highlands Conservation Landscape mini-grant program administered by the Pennsylvania 
Environmental Council. 
 
In October 2020 the WLT obtained approval from the U.S. Board on Geographic Names for naming the tributary to 
Brush Creek that runs through the Ackermann Preserve “Blue Dell Run”.  The spring that provided water for the 
former large and historic Blue Dell Pool is also the headwater of Blue Dell Run.  The name was chosen to remind 
visitors of the connectedness of waters for human use with our natural aquifers and streams. 
 

 
 
 
During 2020 the WLT made extensive improvements at the 
Ackermann Preserve: 

 
"   WLT Board Member Malcolm Sias built, installed, and filled a 
walking stick holder at the entrance to the Ackermann Preserve for 
visitors’ use of walking sticks while at the Preserve. 

 
"   The WLT prepared and placed interpretive signs at the Preserve’s 
quarry, in the floodplain, and at a high scenic vantage point 
overlooking the historic Brush Creek Valley.  WLT staff and 
volunteers developed content for the signs with assistance from 
several individuals along with the Westmoreland County Historical 
Society.  Simetra Design completed the design, and Metal Photo 
Services produced the photo-etched aluminum signs.  WLT Board 
Member Malcolm Sias constructed frames, and several volunteers 
installed the signs at the Preserve.    
 New walking stick holder 

at the Ackermann Preserve 
(photo courtesy of Patti Sias) 

Blue Dell Pool was  
built in 1929 and used 
until 1989.  The spring 
that provided the water 
for the 1.5 million  
gallon public pool  
is the headwater of  
the stream now known 
as Blue Dell Run. 

Blue Dell Pool (photo courtesy Brady Stewart Studio) 
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"  After several years of intensive effort controlling invasive knotweed in the floodplain at Ackermann, WLT 
strategically introduced native trees, shrubs, and plants to increase shade in the floodplain.  The WLT undertook 
many stewardship activities in the floodplain throughout the year as part of this effort: 
 

• In fall 2019 WLT volunteers sowed 8 pounds of native wildflower and grass seed generously donated by 
the Turtle Creek Watershed Association.  Volunteers also sowed native wildflower seed collected over the 
summer and fall by Tammy Colt and Bill Mihalco, Loree Speedy, Mark Bowers, and Betsy Aiken.  This 
combination of seed performed extremely well throughout 2020. 
 

• WLT continued to 
contract with Art 
Gover to control 
knotweed. 

 
"    AmeriCorps 

Service Member 
Loree Speedy 
oversaw Friendship 
Farm’s fall 2020 
planting of 83 trees 
and 48 shrubs in 
the floodplain.  
Trees included 
basswood, black 
gum, hackberry, 
American 
hornbeam, red 
maple, swamp 
white oak, pawpaw, 
American plum, tulip popular, Allegheny serviceberry, and sycamore.  Shrubs included buttonbush, red 
chokeberry, flowering dogwood, gray dogwood, elderberry, Arrowwood viburnum, and witch hazel.  Each 
planting was protected by matting and a tree tube with top netting. 

 

 
 

New interpretative sign at a scenic overlook in the 
Ackermann Preserve (photo courtesy of Simetra 

Design) 

Malcolm Sias, Brandon Simpson, Bill Mihalco, 
Jim Fedorka, and Mark Bowers after installing  

a sign about the Ackermann floodplain 

Fall planting at the Ackermann Preserve: 
Michele Greco , volunteer Delia White, and Loree Speedy  (photo 

courtesy of Mark Bowers) 
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"    Members of the Westmoreland Bird & 
Nature Club held two workshop visits to 
estimate the age of several trees in the old 
growth area of the forest. 
 
 
 
 

"    Volunteers worked with Dr. Paula 
Purnell and Laura Branby of Creek 
Connections to learn more about water 
quality and sample for macroinvertebrates 
in Blue Dell Run. 
 
"    Throughout the year, volunteers 
completed stewardship activities including 
removing invasive plants, clearing downed 
trees, and extending and improving of trails.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

	
Tree	aging	by	members	of	the	Westmoreland	Bird	&	Nature	Club	

John Lohr, Stephanie Jellison and Travis gathering garlic mustard 

 
 

Bill O’Hara, Bill Mihalco, and 
Malcolm Sias after clearing a 

downed tree 

 

Bill Mihalco and Brandon 
Simpson placing a sign 

 

Laura Branby assisted Stephanie Jellison and volunteers including Paula Purnell, 
Darryl Ridge, and Ashley Hetrick to study water quality of Blue Dell Run 
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"    Volunteers Dr. Paula 
Purnell of Sense of Place 
Learning and LaZae 
LaSpina of Simetra Design 
worked on a pro-bono basis 
with WLT staff and other 
contributors to develop 
Scavenger Hunts for the 
Preserve’s floodplain and 
quarry.  
 
"    Volunteers Pat and 
Sonny Wagner and 
AmeriCorps Service 
Member Loree Speedy 
organized a nighttime New 
Year’s Eve walk through 
the Preserve, with the trails 
illuminated by  
glow sticks.  
 
"   KC Grapes (granddaughter of Otto and Magdalene Ackermann) very kindly sent an essay, reprinted below, 
about the WLT’s conservation of the Ackermann Preserve. 
 

 
 

 
From KC Grapes: 
 

“My grandparents Magdelana and Otto, although known to me as Mama and Papa, first met each 
other as young adults on a trail in the German Alps. He was with friends hiking south to north. 
She was with girlfriends hiking north to south when they came upon each other on the same trail. 
Otto was smitten, left his buddies, and followed Magdelana back down the mountain. That was 
the beginning of a legacy of conservation and many future generations of nature loving children, 
grandchildren, and beyond.  
 
I mention this because I want you to understand how deep and far back our entire family’s love 
and commitment to nature runs. To a person, of close to 200 descendants, we all care deeply 
about nature, the preservation of wild land and the animals that inhabit it, and the natural balance 
of the ecosystems in all habitats. This is what my grandparents passed down to us. It is their 
legacy and our heritage. 
 
This is important to know because of how the Westmoreland Land Trust figures into our lives. 
The organization has been entrusted by us to preserve not only our family nature preserve, but 
more importantly, our heritage. The nature preserve my grandfather created when he purchased 
his land in Ardara has become our true north of sorts. We are scattered all over the country now, 
but it still draws us back. Many of our family members continually make pilgrimages back to it 
over the years … to breathe it in, to walk the trails, to relive memories of growing up there, and to 
pass stories of our woods down to our children. 
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KC’s essay about conservation of the Ackermann Preserve (continued): 
 

 
 
 
 

The WLT thanks the Ackermann family for their 
conservation of the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature 
Preserve, and for their gifts for stewardship of the preserve. 

 

 
 
After Papa passed away, my father took over the task of maintaining the property. He loved the 
woods as much as my mother, Papa’s first born. As he got up in years, I started helping him 
manage the land, but there was too much to do with trail maintenance, managing a deer culling 
program, and keeping poachers off the land. Then, my husband, Bob, and I found out we would 
be moving across the state for work.  It came time for Dad to accept that the care of the property 
would not be taken over by younger family members as he had hoped. 
 
He was very upset about it and at first rejected the idea of an organization taking over his beloved 
woods. Bob was instrumental in getting Dad and Mom to sit down and listen to what the WLT 
could offer. After a couple meetings, Dad came around to feeling a great relief that the WLT 
existed and that the organization was interested in taking over the care of the property.  
 
The more I watch what the WLT is doing to preserve our woods the more I become impressed 
and grateful that they care so much. They are preserving the nature preserve as we knew it 
growing up and they are restoring it to what it was prior to the onslaught of non-native invasive 
plant species and the erosion of soil along the flood plain. Additionally, they have been very 
interested in gathering a written history of family stories about the property, down to the types 
and personalities of the pets buried in our pet cemetery on the property. In essence, they want to 
preserve for future generations not just the land, but also the history of our land. We could not 
have asked for better custodians of our heritage. 
 
Actions WLT has taken to preserve our woods as a natural, western PA forested land in 
perpetuity. 
1. Attracted teams of volunteers to work together on the property on scheduled dates:  
a. to maintain and clearly label trails for hikers to enjoy 
b. to plant young indigenous trees along the flood plain to help control erosion 
c. to work at eradicating a number of non-native invasive plants such as the Japanese Knotweed 
that was overrunning the creek bottom 
d. to create and install new wayfinding signage  
2. Worked with conservation specialists to determine the safest way to remove the invasive 
plant species without damaging the ecosystem 
3. Actively engaged in seeking out and preserving the history of the land, the family and friends 
who blazed the road and many trails, the family stories about growing up with the woods as a 
central theme in our lives, and the history of the pet cemetery and the rock quarry located on the 
land. 
 
I honestly cannot think of anything more the WLT could do to make us happier than we already 
are. Everything they’ve done has been executed with care, respect for the land, and in a way that 
honors what my parents wished for the property.” 

	
A note from visitors to the Preserve 
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Environmental Education 
 
Throughout the year, the WLT continued partnership with Dr. Paula 
Purnell of Sense of Place Learning, LLC, for education programming.  
Businesses may apply for generous credits for PA taxes under PA’s 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program to support 
WLT’s nature-oriented educational workshops. 
 
 

During 2020, Dr. Purnell developed adaptations of the WLT’s nature-
oriented workshops suitable for teachers’ remote use.  These programs, 
approved by the PA Department of Community and Economic 
Development for 
use under the 
EITC program, 
include videos, 
narrations, and 

supporting materials.  The workshops are offered for 
use free of charge to teachers in participating 
Westmoreland County public schools. 
 
Many thanks to the generous supporters of the 
WLT’s 2020 educational workshops: 

 
 

 Gurrentz International Corporation 
 McCutcheon Enterprises 

  Quatrini Rafferty  
  Community Foundation of Westmoreland County/Pittsburgh Foundation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

    Environmental Education 

 
 

• Enhances academic achievement 
• Supports learning in STEM content areas by 

providing real-world applications 
• Develops research skills, including data 

collection and analysis 
• Promotes community connections and 

environmental stewardship 
	

 
 
 

Businesses and individuals may apply for generous 
Pennsylvania Tax Credits to support WLT 

educational workshops. 
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AmeriCorps 
 
Nonprofits, schools, public agencies, 
and community and faith-based 
groups may apply to Pennsylvania 
Mountain Service Corps (PMSC) to 
host an AmeriCorps Service Member.  
 
During 2020 the WLT benefitted from 
the help of two exceptional 
AmeriCorps Service Members, obtained by application to the Pennsylvania Mountain Service Corps 

(PMSC).  Stephanie Jellison provided assistance to the WLT as our 
AmeriCorps Service Member from October 2019 through June 2020.  
Stephanie brought extensive experience with environmental stewardship 
and land management.  Her efforts contributed significantly to the WLT’s 
stewardship of properties and development 
of interpretive materials.  Stephanie’s 
commitment to the WLT continued after 
completion of her AmeriCorps Service, and 
she now serves on the WLT’s Board of 
Directors. 
 
Loree Speedy left the board of the WLT in 
August 2020 to start as our AmeriCorps 
Service Member.  Loree has provided 
invaluable assistance with stewardship, 
development of interpretive materials, and 

project evaluation.  Loree also serves as an Officer of the Botanical 
Society of Western Pennsylvania and has completed volunteer 
mapping and botanical projects for many groups including the PA Rare 
Plant Forum, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, Smithsonian Environmental 
Research Center, Heritage Reservation and Western PA Conservancy. 
 
Both Stephanie and Loree have brought many remarkable contributions to the WLT. 
 
 
 
Evaluating and Selectively Advancing Conservation Projects 
 
Throughout the year, the WLT evaluated several potential projects throughout Westmoreland County.  
Evaluation typically involves one or more site visits, research, and discussions with landowners.  Project 
selection criteria are used to consider factors related to the land’s characteristics, extent of the project’s 
public benefit, potential problems, availability of project partners, availability of funding needed for 
acquisition or stewardship, and confirmation of sufficient capacity for management.  The WLT works to 
advance those projects with the most conservation value, recognizing the limitations of available resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephanie Jellison 
at the Ackermann Preserve 

 
 

Loree Speedy exploring an old 
coke oven (Photo courtesy of 

Mark Bowers) 

10



Board News 
 
During 2020, the WLT welcomed new board members Stephanie Jellison, Darryl Ridge, Patrick Roberts, 
Brandon Simpson, and Jim Thompson.  Founding board member Ted Harhai resigned from the board in 
September.  In October Darryl Ridge and in November Jim Thompson stepped down from the board for 
personal reasons.  Four founding members reached term limits on the board at the end of 2020:  Chuck 
Duritsa, Malcolm Sias, Virginia Stump and John Ward.  Theo van de Venne also reached the end of his term 
at the end of 2020.  The WLT extends thanks to each board member for their dedicated service.  Board 
members’ efforts have contributed immeasurably to the success of the WLT. 
 
With the help of grant funding from The Community Foundation of Westmoreland County, affiliated with 
The Pittsburgh Foundation, several WLT board and committee members and staff attended the 2020 We 
Conserve PA conference which was held remotely by Zoom in November 2020. 
 
 
 
 

Staff News  
 
During 2020, Executive Director Betsy Aiken reached term limits after serving as Chair of the Trails 
Advisory Committee to Pennsylvania’s Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  Betsy also 
served on the Citizens Advisory Board for Westmoreland County Parks and Recreation, the organizing 
committee for Westmoreland County’s annual March for Parks, and the board of the Smart Growth  
Partnership of Westmoreland County. 
 
 
 
 
 
2020 Donors 
 
In 2020, the WLT’s fall fundraising campaign once again coincided with 
Give Big Pittsburgh.  During 2020 the WLT also secured in kind 
donations valued at $12,073.  Donated	materials	and	services	included	
office	supplies,	postage,	video	production,	office	space,	and	legal	
services.		Thank you to all who supported us in some way during the 
year – your support made our work possible!	
 
 
Benefactor   
$10,000 and above 
 
Allegheny Foundation 
Anonymous 
Colcom Foundation 

Cares Grant 
Roberta N. Schwarz Charitable Foundation 
Westmoreland County

 
Patron   
$5,000 to $9,999 
 
Norbert and Joanne Ackermann 
Gurrentz International Corporation 

Katherine Mabis McKenna Foundation 
Spitzer Autoworld Monroeville 
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Friend   
$2,500 to $4,999 
 
Pennsylvania Environmental Council/Laurel Highlands Conservation Landscape 
Quatrini Rafferty (via Community Foundation of Westmoreland County/Pittsburgh Foundation) 
Theo and Pia van de Venne 
 
Sponsor   
$1,000 to $2,499 
 
Betsy Aiken and Arvind Paranjpe 
Brooks Family Foundation 
The Penn Pals Fund of the Community Foundation of Westmoreland County 
 
Partner 
$500 to $999 
 
Richard and Eileen Byers 
William Danchuk 
Chuck and Judy Duritsa 

David Lester 
Larry and June Schultz 
Jay and Mary Lou Tarara 

John N. and Patricia H. Ward 

 
Associate 
$250 to $499 
 
Benevity Fund 
Brian and Julie Lawrence 
John and Carol Lohr 

Andrew L. Mack 
Bill and Kathy Mihalco 
John Surma 

Regis and Diane Synan 
Westmoreland Bird & Nature Club

 
Donor 
Up to $249 
 
Anonymous 
Frank Almendinger 
Dorothy Boyles Beckwith 
Alison Beeghly 
Carl and Judith Baumeister 
Cary Bohl 
Fred and Norine Bononi 
Douglas Chew 
Julie Cohen 
Tammy Colt 
Diane Conway 
Pamela Curtin 
Mark and Sharlene Emerson 
Alyson Fearon 
Barbara Ferrier 
The First Evangelical Lutheran 
 Church 
Art Gover 
 

Burlton Griffith 
Joanne and Jeff Hall 
Ted Harhai 
Rosalyn and Jason Heilman* 
Susan and Steve Huba 
Susan Hunter* 
Robert Hylva 
Stephanie Jellison 
Karen Jurkovic 
Thomas and Janet Kuehl 
Mike Kuzemchak 
Larry and Betsey Larese 
Maryann Lassak and Eric Lucy 
Lewis and Kate Lobdell 
Linda Marts 
Regis and Jamie McHugh 
Janet McNeel 
Ken Ofslager and Rosa Beth  
 Snyder-Boyd 

Greg and Leanne Phillips 
Tony Quadro 
Vincent and Patricia Quatrini 
Patrick Roberts 
Joe and Chris Romano 
Susan Salata 
Malcolm and Patti Sias 
Jeff Silka 
Brandon Simpson 
Robert and Patricia Skena 
Lisa Smith 
Virginia McCracken Stump 
Katie Tarara 
Jim and Rhea Thompson 
Linda Thompson 
Delia White 
Judi Wilson 

 
*Tribute Gifts  Rosalyn and Jason Heilman – in honor of Jay Tarara 
   Susan Hunter – in honor of Betsy Aiken 
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In-Kind Donations of Services or Goods 
 
Betsy Aiken 
Mark Bowers 
Tammy Colt 
Friendship Farms 
Art Gover 
John Hapach Creative Art Direction and Design 
Barbara Hawk 
Karen Jurkovic 
John Lohr 

LaZae LaSpina, Simetra Design 
Bill Mihalco 
Malcolm Sias 
Brandon Simpson 
Loree Speedy 
Paula Purnell, Sense of Place Learning LLC 
Pat and Sonny Wagner 
Westmoreland Conservation District 

 
2020 Volunteers (in addition to WLT board members)
 
 Jack Baker 
 Jackie Baker 
 Valerie Baker 
 Doug Bauman 
 Cary Bohl 
 Mark Bowers 
 Laura Branby 

 Dick Byers 
 Susan Caroleo 
 Cara Coulter 
 Tristan Coulter 
 John Cunning 
 Becky Drudul 
 Caden Evans 

 Dillon Evans 
 Jim Fedorka 
 Eric Hall 
 John  Hapach 
 Ashley Hetrick 
 Justin Iwinski 
 Donald Johnston 

 LaZae LaSpina 
 Bill O’Hara 
 Paula Purnell 
 Travis 
 Pat Wagner 
 Sonny Wagner 
 Delia White

 
Spotlight on Volunteer - Dillon Evans 
 
Dillon Evans has been a volunteer at the Ackermann Nature Preserve since 2019.  A student of Norwin High School, 
Dillon is an avid hunter and fisherman, as well as member of the Norwin H.S. Trap 
Team.  After attending Pennsylvania’s Wildlife Leadership Academy in 2019, Dillon 
became a Conservation Ambassador, taking his passion and knowledge about 
conservation to his community, to the benefit of Westmoreland Land Trust.  He 
attended WLA again in 2020 and returns in 2021 as a program apprentice.  Over the 
past few years, Dillon has helped with restoration plantings in the floodplain of Blue 
Dell Run at Ackermann and has spent hours, alongside his grandfather and brother, 
helping to control Japanese stiltgrass via weed trimming and pulling. He is one of our 
permitted hunters at Ackermann, helping to manage the deer population while giving 
him a place to hunt with bow and flintlock close to home.  Through his love of fishing 
in all kinds of waterways—from local streams to the Great Lakes—Dillon understands 
the importance of good water quality and is proud to help with the enhancement of 
riparian habitat at Ackermann.	 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight on Volunteer - Karen Jurkovic 
 
Karen Jurkovic has been a key member of the 
Board of Directors of the Westmoreland 
Land Trust from the very start, helping with 
formation of the Steering Committee and the 
land trust, and then serving as the first 
Secretary of the WLT.  Karen is also an artist.  
Shown are images of a butterfly box which 
Karen painted including images of butterflies 
native to western Pennsylvania after 
supporter Barbara Ferrier purchased the 
undecorated box at a WLT auction.  Karen 
presently serves on the Board and as 
Assistant Secretary and on WLT committees. 
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Financial Statements 
 
DeBlasio & DeBlasio Associates completed review of the Westmoreland Land Trust financial statements  
for 2020. 
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…	SAVING	SPECIAL	PLACES	IN	WESTMORELAND	COUNTY	

	
 

Properties Conserved 
___________________ 
 
From its founding in December 2007, the Westmoreland Land Trust (WLT) has acquired 274 acres 
in seven distinct Westmoreland County communities.   
 
The WLT has added 74 acres to Murrysville’s Duff Park, increasing the park’s size by almost 
50%, and providing a link between Duff and Pleasant Valley parks that allows visitors to enjoy 
continuous access to 500 combined acres. 
 
The WLT has conserved the beautiful Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve in 
North Huntingdon Township, the Peter and Victoria Skena Nature Reserve in Murrysville, and 
land on Cabin Hill in Greensburg. 
 
The WLT also has added nearly 50 acres to Cedar Creek Park and 39 acres to Twin Lakes Park, 
both Westmoreland County parks.  In addition to recreational value, this land provides an 
important buffer for the parks and for the Cedar Creek Gorge, site of one of the best wildflower 
shows in western Pennsylvania. 
 
Properties conserved to date by the Westmoreland Land Trust are as follow. 
 
Hempfield Township 
 

• 39 acres adjacent to Twin Lakes Park 
 

Murrysville 
 

• 49 acres adjacent to Duff Park 
 

• 22 acres linking Duff Park  
               and Pleasant Valley Park   
  

 
 

• 9 acres adjacent to Duff Park 
 

• 16.5 acres adjacent to Duff Park  
 

• 22 acres, known as the Peter and Victoria 
  Skena Reserve (contiguous with the
  Lillian Kellman Nature Reserve) 
 
     
 

 	

Owlet	in	the	Turtle	Creek	Gorge	
Photo	courtesy	of	Dale	Matuza	

	

Dutchman’s	Breeches	in	Duff	Park	
Photo	courtesy	of	Theo	van	de	Venne	
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Properties Conserved  
___________________ 
	
	
	
Ligonier	Township	
	
• 4 acres along Route 30 (conserved in partnership with the Western Pennsylvania 

Conservancy and the Loyalhanna Watershed Association) 
	
	
North	Huntingdon	Township	
	
• the 59-acre Otto and Magdalene Ackermann 

Nature Preserve in Ardara 
	
	
Rostraver	Township	
	
• 21 acres along the Youghiogheny River 

(added to Cedar Creek Park)  
	
• 28 acres bordering the Cedar Creek Gorge 

(added to Cedar Creek Park) 
	

	
Mount	Pleasant	Township	
	
• 1 acre along State Route 982 (added to 

Mammoth Park) 
	

	
City	of	Greensburg	

	
• 3.5 acres near Cabin Hill Drive  

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A view of the quarry 
in the Ackermann Preserve 

 
 

A view of the quarry 
at the Ackermann Preserve 
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From left:  Bay-breasted warbler, a migrant; Louisiana waterthrush 

carrying food to its nest; and Acadian flycatcher patrolling its teritory.   
All photos taken along Blue Dell Run in the Ackermann Preserve 

 in May 2020, and provided courtesy of Eric Hall.   
 

Eric and Mark Bowers tallied 44 species of birds during that visit, which are 
posted on Ebird.  From Mark’s description “The most abundant birds that 
day were Red-eyed vireo, Rose-breasted grosbeak and Scarlet tanager – all 
of them are mostly forest birds and summer residents.  We also observed a 
number of bird species that are typically year-around species like Tufted 
titmoue, Carolina chickadee, Downy woodpeacher, Red-bellied woodpecker, 
Pileated woodpecker, Flicker, etc.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Time spent among trees is never time wasted. 

 
     Anonymous	
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Ways to Get Involved 
 

 
Your support, contributions and assistance make all the difference to our work to 
conserve land of special value in Westmoreland County.  Here are some ways to get 
involved: 
 
Funding 

Contributions of funding are essential for acquisitions, stewardship of conserved land, and our 
operations.  Gifts may be made at any time of the year.   
Have Your Gift Matched if your employer has a matching gift program. 
Make a Gift to Honor, or in Memory of someone. 
 

Gift of Securities  
A gift of securities has great value to the WLT, and may yield a tax advantage to you. 
 

Gift from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
You may make a Qualified Charitable Distribution as described in the Internal Revenue Code, as 
part or all of a Required Minimum Distribution from your traditional Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA), up to a limit of $100,000 (if you file jointly, your spouse can also make a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution within the same tax year for up to $100,000). 

  
Planned Giving 

You may incorporate the WLT in your estate planning by identifying the WLT as a beneficiary in 
your will, IRA, trust, or life insurance policy.   

  
Land Conservation 

The WLT will help you explore possibilities for conservation of your land, or of other land of 
special value in Westmoreland County. 

  
Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC) 

Pennsylvania’s EITC program allows businesses to apply for generous tax credits for contributions 
to the WLT for its nature oriented educational workshops.  Pass-through entities such as S-
Corporations, Partnerships, and LLC’s can also apply for these tax credits. 

  
In Kind Contributions 

The WLT welcomes and values in kind contributions of materials and services.   
 

Volunteer 
Volunteers are key to our success!  There are many ways to volunteer as much or as little as you 
like.  Possibilities range from helping with stewardship to helping with outreach, programming, or 
administration.   

 
Email westmorelandlandtrust@gmail.com or call 724 325-3031 to learn more.   
  

 

The Westmoreland Land Trust is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.   
Contributions are tax deductible under the provisions of  

the Internal Revenue Code to the extent of the law. 
For any gift or transaction, it is important that you 
obtain independent legal, financial, and tax advice. 

 

www.westmoreland-landtrust.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back cover photo courtesy of Cary Bohl 
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