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May 20, 2020 
 
 
Dear Friend of the Westmoreland Land Trust, 
 
Only a few months back we would not have imagined the crisis and turmoil wrought by 
COVID-19.  Our recent isolation has meant time for reflection about our gratitude to all who 
work to ensure our health and well-being.  We are also especially grateful to you who 
share our vision for Westmoreland County:  that recreational lands abound, water resources 
are protected, and wildlife flourishes. 
 
We will endure these difficult times to enjoy a better tomorrow.  Our staff has been working 
from home, and has continued to process inquiries and advance projects.  Last year was the 
11th year of operation for the WLT.  It was a dynamic year, as we progressed in our transition 
from an all-volunteer organization to one with a professional staff.  You will find the 
highlights of our achievements of 2019 throughout the Annual Report. 

 
All of our work is made possible by you.   Special thanks are extended to: 

• the individuals, agencies, and foundations who provide essential financial 
support 

• our volunteers, who contribute invaluable assistance to our work 
• our partners, who provide essential knowledge and assistance 
• our board and staff, who work with dedication and commitment 
• most of all, the landowners who donate their land or work with us in some other 

way to conserve their land. 
 
We look forward to a brighter tomorrow, when we can collectively rejoin our families and 
friends and once again turn our attention to making our world and our Westmoreland better 
now and for generations to come. 
 
With best wishes,  
 
 
John Lohr 
Chair 
 
	
	



Mission, Vision and Values
___________________

Mission

To conserve and steward lands and waters of Westmoreland County that harbor ecological, scenic or 
recreational qualities to offer a healthier and more sustainable future for all.

Vision

All Westmoreland County residents and visitors enjoy the scenic and natural value, accessibility and 
quality of open space conserved. Throughout Westmoreland County recreational land abounds, water 
resources are protected, wildlife flourish, and the quality of life is high because of the continuing 
work of the Westmoreland Land Trust complementing the work of like-minded entities.

Values

The Westmoreland Land Trust values:

! Conservation of diverse real property that is:
! in, or in close proximity to, Westmoreland County
! culturally, historically, ecologically, recreationally, or scenically valuable.

! Restoration, protection, and maintenance of conserved property as appropriate for its best 
long-term stewardship.

! Partnership with public or private entities where beneficial to encourage collective effort.

! Research and planning in support of conservation efforts.

! Promotion and education of conservation opportunities and benefits.

! Conformance with the Land Trust Standards and Practices published by the Land Trust Alliance 
in 2004, or as amended.
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As we work through the crisis of COVID-19, we are 
reminded of our gratitude to those who work to ensure 
our health and well being.  We are also reminded of 
our gratitude to our Westmoreland Land Trust 
community – all who share our commitment to 
conservation of special places in Westmoreland 
County.  Our work would not be possible without you.  
 
 
The Westmoreland Land Trust (WLT) marked its 11th year of conserving 
special places in Westmoreland County with several accomplishments: 
 

Highlights of 2019 
 
• Reaching agreement to acquire property known as the Schwarz Farm 
• Committing funding for land acquisition for the Westmoreland 

 Heritage Trail 
• Improving the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve 
• Advancing Environmental Education in public schools and early 

 learning centers 
• Publishing Green by Design and starting focused outreach  
• Reaching hundreds of residents and visitors in Westmoreland County   
• Enabling the 2nd printing of the Westmoreland Bird and Nature Club 

 book, Natural Areas in and Around Westmoreland County 
• Conducting a successful annual fundraising campaign 
• Evaluating and selectively advancing conservation projects   
• Hosting AmeriCorps Service Members Kodie Rearick and Stephanie 

 Jellison 
• Honoring founding board chair Chuck Duritsa, thanking outgoing 

 board members, and welcoming new board members 
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Agreement to Acquire 
Schwarz Farm
Perhaps the most important 
accomplishment for the WLT in 
2019 was reaching agreement
for purchase of the Schwarz 
Farm just north of Greensburg.  
This agreement was the result of 
several years’ work.  The 96 acre 
property on Beech Hills Road in 
Hempfield Township has very 
high conservation and scenic 
value.  The Schwarz Farm will 
be the WLT’s largest single 
acquisition to date. 

The Schwarz Farm has been in 
agricultural use for many years.  
It is envisioned that the land will become a nature-oriented park 
and nature reserve. The property has excellent potential to become
a base of operations for the WLT, and also to display sculpture and 
other outdoor works of art.  

Throughout the year the WLT worked to secure the agreement to 
acquire the farm, complete due diligence associated with the 
purchase, and seek funding for the acquisition.  Thank you to all 
who have helped.  Help has included evaluating the conservation 
value of the land;  assessing the structures;  envisioning viability of 
the project and future uses of the property;  and assisting with 
discussions for purchase, completion of due diligence, and seeking
of grant funding. Special thanks are extended to Fred Bonci of 
LaQuatra Bonci Associates who developed a preliminary vision 
plan for the property on a pro bono basis, and board member 
John Ward and volunteer Kate Lobdell who each devoted many 
hours of pro bono legal assistance throughout the negotiations for 
purchase.
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Aerial view of the homestead of the Schwarz Farm (part of a drone video of the 
farm available on the Westmoreland Land Trust YouTube channel, provided 

courtesy of Colin Sheehy of Pittsburgh Camera)

Volunteer Kate Lobdell provided legal assistance 
throughout negotiations for purchase of the 

Schwarz Farm.  Kate and Lewis Lobdell were 
honored by the Westmoreland Conservation 
District as the 2019 Farmers of the Year.  
Lewis also served the WLT as a founding 

and long term board member.

Fred Bonci of LaQuatra Bonci 
Associates contributed a preliminary 

vision plan for the Schwarz Farm

Lewis and Kate Lobdell (photo courtesy of Mark Jackson)
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Commitment of Funding for Land Acquisition

During 2019 the WLT committed $10,000 to support Westmoreland County’s
acquisition of land for extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail. The 
Westmoreland Heritage Trail presently runs from Trafford through Monroeville, Penn 
Township, and Murrysville to Export, and from Delmont through Slickville to 
Saltsburg. One segment of the trail serves as the spine of the Turtle Creek Greenway, 

conservation of which has been a focus of the WLT for several years.

This commitment of funds was made possible 
by generous contributions from WLT donors.  
It complements the WLT’s prior land 
conservation 
within the 
Turtle Creek 
Greenway 
based on the 
noteworthy
donation of 
land by 
Theo and 
Pia van de 
Venne.  

The 
commitment also supports the work of the 
Westmoreland County Bureau of Parks and 
Recreation, led by Director of Westmoreland 
County Parks and Recreation Malcolm Sias, to 
extend the Westmoreland Heritage Trail.  Malcolm has served as a member 
of the board of the WLT since its founding.  As an integral member of the 
WLT team, Malcolm has provided invaluable help with grant applications, 

acquisitions, and land stewardship.

This project reflects the 
WLT’s work to expand 
existing parks and 
nature reserves and
build greenway 
connections.  
Past projects 
have buffered the 
Cedar Creek Gorge
and benefitted the 
Great Allegheny 
Passage; Westmoreland 
County’s Cedar Creek,
Mammoth and Twin Lakes Parks; and Murrysville’s Duff and 
Pleasant Valley Parks within the Turtle Creek Greenway.  Additional past projects conserved the Peter and 
Victoria Skena Nature Reserve adjacent to the Lillian Kellman Nature Reserve in Murrysville, and the Otto 
and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve in North Huntingdon Township.  To date, the WLT has 
conserved or partnered to conserve 12 properties totaling 274 acres throughout Westmoreland County.
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Retiring in 2020 as Director of 
Westmoreland County Parks and 
Recreation, WLT board member 

Malcolm Sias has been 
instrumental in expansion and 
improvement of Westmoreland 

County’s 4,000-acre park 
system. Two-thirds of 

Westmoreland County’s present 
park acreage is devoted to 

conservation.

WLT board member 
Theo van de Venne and 

Pia van de Venne donated 50 
acres of land within the 

Turtle Creek Greenway to 
enlarge Murrysville’s 

Duff Park.  
For many years Pia has led 
extensive work to preserve 

habitat by controlling 
invasive plants.

Duff Park wildflowers
(photos courtesy of
Theo van de Venne)

Theo and Pia van de Venne 
(photo courtesy of

Griffin van de Venne)

Malcolm Sias and Grandson Wyatt Maga
(photo courtesy of Mark Jackson)
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Improvements at the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve

In 2019 the WLT completed many improvements at 
the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature 
Preserve with the help of generous donations from 
the Ackermann family, grant funding*, and the 
dedicated work of volunteers and members of the 
WLT Board and Stewardship Committee.  
Extraordinary help was provided by employees of 
the Elliott Group and RAI Trade Marketing 
Services who participated in company volunteer 
work days (Elliott Group volunteers as part of the 
2019 United Way Day of Caring).

*Grant funding from the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of 
Recreation and Conservation, under the Laurel 
Highlands Conservation Landscape mini-grant 
program administered by the Pennsylvania 
Environmental Council.

2019 improvements at the Preserve included:
   " Trailbuilding
   " An information kiosk
   " A new entrance sign and cautionary signs 
   " A new map, brochure, and online storymap
   " Plantings to strengthen a riparian buffer
   " Removal of trash and abandoned car parts

    " Control of invasive plants

WLT board member and cartographer Loree Speedy 
prepared a map of the Preserve. During 2019 Loree 
also led completion of a Management Plan for the 
Preserve.   
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Loree Speedy and Mark 
Bowers (photo courtesy 

of Ava Turnquist)

RAI Trade Marketing Volunteers

Elliott Group Volunteers

WLT Board Member 
Loree Speedy and Mark 
Bowers (a founding and 
long term former WLT 

board member) are 
active members of the 
WLT’s Stewardship 

Committee.  Loree and 
Mark are especially 

committed to 
stewardship of the 

Ackermann Preserve.
A map and brochure is available at 

the Preserve and on the WLT website
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Extensive volunteer work at the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann 
Nature Preserve was complemented by the PA Game 
Commission’s donation of native riparian shrubs, and by the Turtle 
Creek Watershed Association’s donation of a custom seed mix of 
native pollinator species.  These donations supported strengthening 
of the riparian buffer of a tributary to Brush Creek that runs 
through the Preserve.
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AmeriCorps Service 
Member Stephanie 
Jellison created an
informative online 
story map about the 
Preserve
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Environmental Education

Working in partnership with Dr. Paula Purnell of Sense of Place Learning, LLC, the WLT secured 
designation as an Educational Improvement Organization under the Pennsylvania Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit Program.  Businesses who wish to support WLT workshops in public schools 
may apply for generous credits for PA taxes.  In September 2019 the WLT received its first business 
contribution under this program.

Environmental Education (EE) is an emerging trend 
in 21st century public school education. 
Administrators, parents, teachers and students are 
increasingly aware of the importance of understanding 
and addressing the complex interactions that sustain 
healthy ecosystems. Research indicates, however, that 
few schools have defined programs to enhance 
students’ environmental knowledge and awareness. 

Working with the WLT, Dr. Purnell developed 
workshops that offer public school students a chance 
to interact with living organisms while practicing their 
observation and documentation skills, and gain a 
deeper understanding of the natural world.  As 
funding allows, Dr. Purnell’s Earthworm Wonders! 
and Microgreen Gardens workshops are provided
free of charge to Westmoreland County public 
schools. Dr. Purnell’s workshops are consistently
received with great enthusiasm both by elementary 
students and their teachers.

During 2019 the WLT also 
hosted Dr. Purnell’s Bug 
Camp integrated curriculum 

at Tender Care Learning Centers’ mixed-age summer programs.  The camp 
provided lessons and camp activities as well as take home materials and 
activities for pre-Kindergarten through 6th grade campers.

These educational outreach activities not only provide environmental education and build students’ 
appreciation of nature, but also provide opportunities for the WLT to connect with families who 

might otherwise be unaware of the WLT’s 
work to conserve land of special value in 
Westmoreland County.
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Environmental Education

• Enhances academic achievement
• Supports learning in STEM content areas           

by providing real-world applications
• Develops research skills, including data 

collection and analysis
• Promotes community connections and 

environmental stewardship

Students enjoying an
Earthworm Wonders! Workshop 

(photo courtesy of Stephanie Jellison)

Dr. Paula Purnell serves as the WLT’s 
Partner for Educational Programming  
(photo courtesy of Judy Parker)
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Green by Design

The WLT advanced work previously undertaken with Westmoreland County Planning to evaluate land 
across the county and prioritize areas for conservation outreach.  For this effort the WLT considered many 
criteria indicating ecological, 
historic, scenic, or recreational 
value.  The analysis, with help from 
Brian Lawrence of Westmoreland 
County Planning, entailed
developing and layering detailed 
GIS maps, making use of 
CommunityViz software, to build a 
composite map indicating areas for 
focused outreach.  

With the assistance of grant 
funding* and the contributions of 
many area photographers, the WLT 
worked with John Hapach Creative 
Art Direction and Design to create a 
brochure, Green by Design, 
explaining the initiative.  The WLT 
and Jacob Bowen of Westmoreland County Planning also created a story map summarizing the study.  

*Grant funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of 
Recreation and Conservation, under the Laurel Highlands Conservation Landscape mini-grant program 
administered by the Pennsylvania Environmental Council.

The Loyalhanna corridor running from Latrobe to New Alexandria was chosen as a pilot area for focused 
outreach.  For that area the WLT undertook a significant mailing, and in May reached 250 participants of the 
6th annual Loyalhanna Sojourn by hosting the After Paddle.  The Loyalhanna Sojourn is an annual 9-mile 
paddle organized by the Loyalhanna Watershed Association and Keystone State Park to promote the 
Loyalhanna Creek.  The After Paddle celebration at Grey Wing Park in New Alexandria featured music by 
Triple Play, food for purchase, and exhibits by the WLT and other conservation groups. With the help of 
WLT board members, Westmoreland County Parks and Recreation, Scout Troop 211, and many volunteers, 
the Loyalhanna Sojourn and the After Paddle provided an excellent venue for the WLT to promote land 
conservation along the Loyalhanna.
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WLT 
Board 

member 
Tammy Colt 

joined 
Triple Play 

to sing 
at the 
After 

Paddle 

A brochure explains the analysis

Shuttle buses for the Loyalhanna Sojourn
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Additional Outreach

During 2019 the contribution of a generous supporter allowed the WLT to 
underwrite the second printing of the Westmoreland Bird and Nature Club’s 
excellent book Natural Areas in and around Westmoreland County, 
edited by Dick Byers.  Another contribution allowed the WLT to purchase 
and donate copies of this book to Westmoreland County and to each member 
library of the Westmoreland Library Network.  WLT board members 
presented these donations to build awareness of the WLT’s work to conserve 
land of special value in Westmoreland County.

On April 4, 2019 
the Westmoreland 
County 
Commissioners 
issued a proclamation thanking Dick Byers and the Westmoreland Bird and Nature Club for the book.  The 
proclamation includes that 
“Westmoreland County’s 
exceptional natural resources 
are fundamental to the county’s 
character, quality of life, and 
sustained appeal to residents, 
businesses and visitors”.  
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WLT board members presented book donations 
to Westmoreland Library Network libraries 

(photos courtesy of Kodie Rearick)

Dick Byers edited the Westmoreland Bird & Nature Club’s excellent book 
Natural Areas in and around Westmoreland County.  Dick served on the 
Steering Committee that guided the formation of the Westmoreland Land 
Trust, and has done much work over the years to support land conservation 
in Westmoreland County.
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Additional Outreach

For the 2nd consecutive year, the WLT and 
the Westmoreland Woodland 
Improvement Association (WWIA) 
cohosted a Walk in Penn’s Woods in 
October at the Otto and Magdalene
Ackermann Nature Preserve.  The WWIA
raises public awareness of woodland 

management issues and the value of our natural resources by 
hosting programs and field trips throughout the year.

__________________________________

The WLT supported the Westmoreland County 
March for Parks at each of its two 2019 locations, 
Twin Lakes Park and the Murrysville Community 
Center.  Westmoreland County’s 17th annual March for 
Parks, an event to have fun while raising funds for park 
improvements and trail expansion, was held on March 30, 2019. The WLT hosted a team for the March, and 
several members of the WLT community also supported the March independently or with other teams.  In 
2019 the funds collected since the first march totaled over $1,000,000 for Westmoreland County park and 
trail improvements and expansion.
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WWIA meeting and presentation

WWIA President John Hilewick led the 
2019 Walk in Penn’s Woods at the 

Ackermann Preserve

2019 
Murrysville 
March for 
Parks 
(photos 
courtesy of 
Cary Bohl)
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Additional Outreach

Thanks to an extraordinary contribution by Colin Sheehy of 
Pittsburgh Camera, the WLT produced a series of short 
videos which may be viewed via the YouTube channel for 
the Westmoreland Land Trust.  Volunteer Marty McGuire 

interviewed several 
members of the 
WLT community.

__________________________________

Photographer / drone operator Ron Bryant of I.B. Dronin Photography donated a dramatic aerial film tour 
of the Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve.  The video is available on the YouTube channel for 
the Westmoreland Land Trust.
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Colin Sheehy, Marco Giordani,
and Marty McGuire

Colin Sheehy and Marco Giordani 
filming an interview of 
WLT Board member Tammy Colt 

Interview of WLT Board member Greg 
Phillips is available on the 

WLT’s Youtube channel
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AmeriCorps

Nonprofits, schools, public agencies, and community and faith-based groups may apply to Pennsylvania 
Mountain Service Corps (PMSC) to host an AmeriCorps Service Member. AmeriCorps members serve their 
communities while learning about career opportunities and receiving worthwhile experience, a living stipend, 
and an educational award upon completion of their service.

During 2019 the WLT benefited from the help of two 
outstanding AmeriCorps Service Members.  Kodie Rearick’s 

work was first shared on a 
50/50 basis with the 
Westmoreland Conservation 
District, and then devoted 
exclusively to the WLT.  
Kodie brought considerable 
experience with field work 
and program management, 
and received the esteemed 

AmeriCorps Presidential Award by working well beyond the 
program’s required hours.  In September 2019 Kodie 
transferred to a position with the Armstrong Conservation District.  

From October 2019 Stephanie Jellison has 
helped the WLT as our AmeriCorps Service 
Member.  Stephanie brings extensive
experience with environmental stewardship, 
property management, and outreach. 
Stephanie has made innumerable 
contributions to the WLT including help with 
improvements at the Otto and Magdalene 
Ackermann Nature Preserve, establishment of 
a project database, and significant assistance
with outreach.

The Westmoreland Land Trust’s AmeriCorps 
Service Members have brought a very
substantial expansion of capacity, as well as 
the benefit of the their considerable 
knowledge and experience. 
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AmeriCorps Service Member 
Kodie Rearick confers with 

WLT board member Loree Speedy

AmeriCorps Service Member 
Stephanie Jellison 

at the Ackermann Preserve
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Evaluating and Selectively Advancing Conservation Projects

Throughout the year, the land trust evaluated several potential projects throughout the 
county.  Evaluation involves site visits, research, and discussions with landowners.  
Project Selection Criteria are used to consider factors related to the land’s 
characteristics, extent of the project’s public benefit, potential problems, availability 
of project partners, availability of funding needed for acquisition or stewardship, and 
confirmation of sufficient capacity for management.  The WLT selects those projects 
with the most conservation value, recognizing the limitations of available resources.

Board News

In May, Charles (Chuck) Duritsa was recognized as the first inductee into
the Westmoreland Land Trust Hall of Honor.  Chuck chaired the Steering 
Committee that led the formation of the WLT and then served as the chair of 
the WLT Board from its founding in December 2007 through December 2018.  

During this time the WLT conserved 12 properties throughout Westmoreland 
County, comprising 274 acres, and advanced work on several other land 
conservation projects.  Chuck continues to serve as an member of the Board.

In November the WLT also recognized founding outgoing board members Ted Kopas and Tony Quadro, 
both of whom reached term limits at year end 2019.  Other outgoing WLT board members included Martha 
Frech, Jane Menchyk, and Jay Tarara. The WLT extends thanks to each of these board members for their 
dedicated service.  Each of these board members contributed significantly to the success of the WLT.

In September the WLT welcomed new board members 
Alyson Fearon, Andrew Mack, and Joe Romano.

With the help of a grant from The Community Foundation 
of Westmoreland County, affiliated with The Pittsburgh 
Foundation, board members Jay Tarara and Tony 
Quadro attended the 2019 Pennsylvania Land Trust 
Association conference.  This grant and Natural Areas 
Association (NAA) scholarship funding supported 
participation in the 2019 Natural Areas Association 
Conference by board members Tammy Colt and Loree 
Speedy and Executive Director Betsy Aiken. 

Support from The Community Foundation of Westmoreland County, affiliated with The Pittsburgh 
Foundation, also enabled Betsy Aiken to participate in a series of marketing and fundraising seminars
offered by The Forbes Funds in partnership with the The Benter Foundation.
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dedicated service.  Each of these board members

From left to right, WLT Board Chair John Lohr 
with new board members Alyson Fearon, Andrew 
Mack, and Joe Romano

2019

Chuck Duritsa
Facilitator, Land Trust Steering Committee 2007

Chair, Westmoreland Land Trust 2008-2018

     With his managerial experience, environmental 
background, and congenial personality, Chuck was 
the perfect choice in 2007 to lead an ad hoc committee 
on a year-long exploration of whether or not there 
was a need for a land trust in Westmoreland County.  
When the outcome of those discussions was “yes,” 
he was the undisputed choice to continue to lead as 
chair of the newly formed Westmoreland Land Trust.
     Chuck helped the young organization through 
the unglamorous but necessary work of building its 
foundation:  its mission, policies and bylaws; achieving 
nonprofit designation; creating a brand identity; 
fostering board cohesion; and beginning to make 
itself known in the community.
     He continued to serve as chair of the Westmoreland 
Land Trust through its first full decade of existence.
     During those years, he helped to realize the 
group’s first land acquisition – the 59-acre Otto and 
Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve in North 
Huntingdon Township – and 11 more acquisitions 
after that, bringing the land trust’s total conserved 
lands to 274 acres by the end of his tenure in 2018.
     Under Chuck’s leadership, the group received 
its first state and foundation grants, established 
a comprehensive criteria for evaluating potential 
property acquisitions, completed a strategic plan, 
undertook financial audits, stewarded its properties, 
hosted four major public events, and hired its first 
part-time executive director.
     A former regional director of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection, Chuck 
has been a selfless volunteer, continuing to serve as 
a board and committee member for the land trust 

after his service as chair, as well as giving his time and 
energy to a number of other likeminded organizations, 
including the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation 
Commission, the Westmoreland Conservation District, 
and the Turtle Creek Watershed Association.

Photo: Tribune-Review
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2019 Donors 

 
 

The WLT conducted a Fall 2019 Fundraising Campaign to coincide with 
Give Big Pittsburgh.  During 2019 the WLT also secured in kind 
donations valued in excess of $25,000.  Thank you to all who supported 
us in some way during the year – your support makes our work possible. 
 

 

Benefactor   
$10,000 and above 
 

Allegheny Foundation 
Anonymous 
Westmoreland County 
 
 
Patron   
$5,000 to $9,999 
 

Norbert and Joanne Ackermann 
Lynn and Patrick Gurrentz 
Katherine Mabis McKenna Foundation 
McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc. 
Spitzer Autoworld
 
 
Friend   
$2,500 to $4,999 
 

Anonymous 
Laurel Highlands Conservation Landscape Mini-Grant Program (Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
 Natural Resources, administered by Pennsylvania Environmental Council) 
 

 
Sponsor   
$1,000 to $2,499 
 

Betsy Aiken and Arvind Paranjpe
The Community Foundation of Westmoreland County, affiliated with The Pittsburgh Foundation 
  
 
Partner 
$500 to $999 
 

Charles and Judy Duritsa     Jay and Mary Lou Tarara 
Lewis and Kate Lobdell      Theo and Pia van de Venne 
Sendell Motors       John N. Ward and Patricia H. Ward 
 
Associate 
$250 to $499 
 

William Danchuk      Natural Areas Association 
John and Carol Lohr      Regis Synan 
Bill and Kathy Mihalco      Eric Wallis and William Aiken 
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2019 Donors (continued)

Donor
Up to $249

*Memorial Gifts
Rose Lee and Robert Metcalfe - Christmas donation in honor of Jay Tarara
Murrysville Area Association of University Women – in honor of Dick Byers
Virginia McCracken Stump – in memory of Bob McCracken

In-Kind Donations of Services or Goods

Betsy Aiken
Mark Bowers
Ron Bryant, IB Dronin Photography
The Community Foundation of Westmoreland County
     affiliated with The Pittsburgh Foundation
Art Gover, Fruittown Land Stewardship Services
John Hapach Creative Art Direction and Design
John Hilewick
Katherine Laffey Lobdell
John Lohr
Colin Sheehy, Pittsburgh Camera
Loree Speedy
Natural Areas Association
Paula Purnell, Sense of Place Learning LLC
Pennsylvania Game Commission
Turtle Creek Watershed Association
Westmoreland Conservation District
Zachary Jackson
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Office and meeting space
was generously provided by the 

Westmoreland Conservation District

Carl Baumeister
Dorothy Boyles Beckwith
Benevity Fund
Richard and Eileen Byers
Fred Bononi
Susan Caroleo
Julie Cohen
Tammy Colt
Mark and Sharlene Emerson
Alyson Fearon
First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Greensburg
Joanne Foerster and David McGowan
Martha and Kerry Frech
Joanne Hall
Ted Harhai
Rosalyn Heilman
Susan Huba
Karen Jackson
Stephanie Jellison
Karen A. Jurkovic

Maureen Kelly
Brian and Julie Lawrence
Andrew L. Mack
Markosky Engineering Group
Regis and Jamie McHugh
Helga Mears
Rose Lee and Robert Metcalfe*
Murrysville Area Association of University Women*
Greg and Leanne Phillips
Tony Quadro
Joe and Chris Romano
Larry and June Schultz
Malcolm and Patti Sias
Skelly and Loy, Inc.
Lisa Smith
Rosa Beth Snyder-Boyd
Loree Speedy and Mark Bowers
Virginia McCracken Stump*
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy
Westmoreland SCORE
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2019 Volunteers
(in addition to WLT board members)

Cary Bohl
Mark Bowers
Carly Colt
Rob Courtley
Dillon Evans
Kerry Frech
Eric Hall
Mark Jackson
Donald Johnston
Kate Lobdell
Marty McGuire
Paula Purnell
Colin Sheehy
Delia White
John Wizzard

Elliott Group (via the 2019 United Way Day of Caring)
Stephen Andursky
Christine Boyle
Christine Bush
Todd Chiusano
Eric Guest
Jackie Hochard

Gary King
Michael Koehler
Joe Laughlin
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Dillon Evans holds 
a small ring-necked snake 

at the Ackermann Preserve

  
  Those who can, do. 
  Those who can do more, volunteer. 

Author unknown
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Financial Statements 
 
DeBlasio & DeBlasio Associates completed compilation of the Westmoreland Land Trust financial 
statements for 2019.   
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… SAVING SPECIAL PLACES IN WESTMORELAND COUNTY

PROPERTIES CONSERVED
____________________

Since its founding, the Westmoreland Land Trust has conserved or helped to conserve 12 
properties comprising 274 acres throughout Westmoreland County, with a cumulative 
value exceeding $1,740,000.

Properties conserved to date are as follow:

Hempfield Township

• 39 acres adjacent to Twin Lakes Park

Murrysville

• 49 acres adjacent to Duff Park

• 22 acres linking Duff Park 
and Pleasant Valley Park 

• 9 acres adjacent to Duff Park

• 16.5 acres adjacent to Duff Park 

• the 22 acre Peter and Victoria Skena Nature 
Reserve (contiguous with the 55-acre Lillian 
Kellman Nature Reserve)

Ligonier Township

• 4 acres along Route 30 (conserved in partnership with the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy and the Loyalhanna Watershed Association)
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Dutchman’s Breeches in Duff Park
Photo courtesy of Theo van de Venne

Great horned owl nestling in 
the Turtle Creek Gorge

Photo courtesy of Dale Matuza
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PROPERTIES CONSERVED  (CONTINUED)
____________________

North Huntingdon Township

• the 59-acre Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve in Ardara

Rostraver Township

• 21 acres along the Youghiogheny 
River (added to Cedar Creek 
Park)

• 28 acres bordering the Cedar Creek Gorge (added to Cedar Creek Park)

Mount Pleasant Township

• 1 acre along State Route 982 (added to Mammoth Park)

City of Greensburg

• 3.5 acres on Cabin Hill
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View from the Ackermann Preserve
Photo courtesy of Cary Bohl

AmeriCorps Service Member Kodie 
Rearick and volunteer Dillon Evans 

working in the floodplain of the 
Ackermann Preserve

(photo courtesy of Tammy Colt)
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Ways to Get Involved 

 
Your support, contributions and assistance make all the difference to our 
work to conserve land of special value in Westmoreland County.  Here are 
some ways to get involved: 
 
Funding 

Contributions of funding are essential for acquisitions, stewardship of conserved land, 
and our operations.  Gifts may be made at any time of the year. 
Have Your Gift Matched if your employer has a matching gift program. 
Make a Gift to Honor, or in Memory of someone. 
 

Gift of Securities  
A gift of securities has great value to the WLT, and may yield a tax advantage to you. 

 
Gift from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 

You may be able to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution as described in the Internal 
Revenue Code, as part or all of a Required Minimum Distribution from your traditional 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA), up to a limit of $100,000.   

 
Planned Giving 

You may incorporate the WLT in your estate planning by identifying the WLT as a 
beneficiary in your will, IRA, trust, or life insurance policy.  Another possibility is 
establishing of a charitable gift annuity to help secure future income while supporting 
the work of the WLT. 

 
Land Conservation 

The WLT will help you explore possibilities for conservation of your land, or of other 
land of special value in Westmoreland County. 

 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC) 

Pennsylvania’s EITC program allows businesses to apply for generous tax credits for 
contributions to the WLT for its educational workshops. 

 
In Kind Contributions 

The WLT welcomes and values in kind contributions of materials and services.   
 
Volunteer 

Volunteers are key to our success!  There are many ways to volunteer as much or as 
little as you like.  Possibilities range from helping with stewardship to helping with 
outreach, programming, or administration.   

 
Email westmorelandlandtrust@gmail.com or call Betsy Aiken at 724 325-3031 to learn more.   
 

 
 

The Westmoreland Land Trust is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.   
Contributions are tax deductible under the provisions of  

the Internal Revenue Code to the extent of the law. 
For any gift or transaction, it is important that you 
obtain independent legal, financial, and tax advice. 

 
 
 
 

www.westmoreland-landtrust.org 



WESTMORELAND LAND TRUST
218 DONOHOE ROAD  I  GREENSBURG, PA 15601

(724) 325-3031
westmoreland-landtrust.org

The Westmoreland Land Trust is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 
Contributions are tax deductible under the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code to the extent of the law.

The Westmoreland Land Trust is an approved Education Improvement Organization under the 
PA Department of Economic and Community Development Education Improvement Tax Credit program.

photo courtesy of Pat Comas
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